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AERXW CKHWDQ BKDJDW
CheWan BhagaW iV Whe aXWhRU Rf nine beVWVelling nRYelV Zhich haYe VRld

RYeU WZelYe milliRn cRSieV and haYe been WUanVlaWed inWR mRUe Whan WZenW\
langXageV ZRUldZide.

The NeZ YRUk TimeV haV called him µWhe biggeVW Velling aXWhRU in
India¶V hiVWRU\¶. Time maga]ine named him aV Rne Rf Whe 100 mRVW
inflXenWial SeRSle in Whe ZRUld, and FaVW CRmSan\ USA named him aV Rne
Rf Whe 100 mRVW cUeaWiYe SeRSle in bXVineVV ZRUldZide.

SeYeUal Rf hiV bRRkV haYe been adaSWed inWR filmV and ZeUe majRU
BRll\ZRRd blRckbXVWeUV. He iV alVR a FilmfaUe aZaUd-Zinning VcUeenSla\
ZUiWeU.

CheWan ZUiWeV cRlXmnV in The TimeV Rf India and Dainik BhaVkaU,
Zhich aUe amRngVW Whe mRVW inflXenWial and Zidel\ Uead neZVSaSeUV in Whe
cRXnWU\. He iV alVR Rne Rf Whe cRXnWU\¶V leading mRWiYaWiRnal VSeakeUV.

CheWan ZenW WR cRllege aW IIT Delhi and IIM Ahmed-abad, afWeU Zhich
he ZRUked in inYeVWmenW banking fRU a decade befRUe TXiWWing hiV jRb WR
becRme a fXll-Wime ZUiWeU.

YRX can fRllRZ him Rn
7ZLWWHU _ FDFHERRN _ IQVWDJUDP _
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ThiV iV a ZRUk Rf ficWiRn. NameV, chaUacWeUV, RUganiVaWiRnV, SlaceV,
eYenWV, and incidenWV aUe eiWheU SURdXcWV Rf Whe aXWhRU¶V imaginaWiRn RU aUe
XVed ficWiWiRXVl\. An\ UeVemblance WR acWXal SeUVRnV, liYing RU dead, RU
acWXal eYenWV iV SXUel\ cRincidenWal.
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TR WhRVe ZhR lRYed and VXSSRUWed me WhURXgh m\ WRXgheVW
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AFNQRZOHGJHPHQWV, DQG D NRWH IRU M\ RHDGHUV
Hi all,
CRngUaWXlaWiRnV²\RX Sicked XS a bRRk! YRX lefW YRXTXbe, InVWagUam,

FacebRRk RU ZhaWeYeU e[ciWing VWXff Ze haYe Rn RXU ShRneV and Sicked XS a
bRRk.

And \RX Sicked XS m\ bRRk²VR Whank \RX fRU WhaW.
IW iV neYeU jXVW m\ bRRk, WhRXgh. IW belRngV WR a lRW Rf SeRSle ZhR

helSed me WhURXgh Whe SURceVV Rf ZUiWing iW.
M\ UeadeUV, ZhR VXSSRUW me deVSiWe Whe digiWal inYaViRn. I am fRUWXnaWe

WR haYe VR man\ UeadeUV ZhR VhRZeU me ZiWh lRYe and encRXUage me WR dR
beWWeU.

Shinie AnWRn\, m\ ediWRU, fUiend and fiUVW UeadeU² WhankV fRU \RXU
inYalXable helS, nRW Rnl\ fRU WhiV bRRk, bXW RYeU a VeYenWeen-\eaU
aVVRciaWiRn.

The gURXS Rf eaUl\ UeadeUV ZhR gaYe ZRndeUfXl feedback Rn Whe
manXVcUiSW (alShabeWicall\): Anjali KhXUana, AnXVha BhagaW, A\eVha
RaYal, BhakWi BhaW, MahXa RR\, PUaWeek DhaZan, RanRdeb RR\, Shameeli
Sinha, ViUali Panchamia and ZiWin DhaZan²Whank \RX all fRU \RXU helS
and VXggeVWiRnV.

The ediWRUV aW WeVWland. The enWiUe maUkeWing, ValeV and SURdXcWiRn
WeamV aW Ama]Rn and WeVWland. The Rnline deliYeU\ bR\V and giUlV ZhR SXW
Whe bRRk in m\ UeadeUV¶ handV. Thank \RX fRU \RXU haUd ZRUk.

M\ VRcial media fRllRZeUV. ThRVe ZhR lRYe me. ThRVe ZhR dRn¶W.
EYeU\Rne cRnWUibXWeV in WheiU RZn Za\.

M\ famil\²a SillaU Rf VXSSRUW in m\ life. M\ mRWheU Rekha BhagaW,
m\ Zife AnXVha BhagaW, and childUen Sh\am and IVhaan. Thank \RX fRU
being WheUe.

Life neYeU gReV aV Slanned. NeiWheU dR aUUanged maUUiageV.
Thank \RX R¢ddleU fRU making WhiV ePXb

WiWh WhaW, \RX aUe inYiWed WR Rne aUUanged mXUdeU.
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CKDSWHU 1
µWheUe did Whe milk gR?¶ I Vaid, emSW\ AmXl caUWRn in Rne hand and

fUidge dRRU in Whe RWheU.
µBack in Whe cRZ,¶ SaXUabh Vaid. He VaW Rn Whe VRfa, W\ing Whe laceV Rf

hiV neZ, VSaUkling ZhiWe VSRUWV VneakeUV. HiV fiancee PUeUna had giYen Whem
WR him fRXU mRnWhV agR. Of cRXUVe, SaXUabh iV mRUe likel\ WR enWeU a ladieV¶
WRileW b\ miVWake Whan a g\m.

'IW¶V nRW a jRke, SaXUabh. IW ZaV a fXll caUWRn. NRZ I can¶W eYen make a
cXS Rf Wea.¶

µI had biVcXiWV in Whe afWeUnRRn,¶ SaXUabh Vaid, aWWenWiRn VWill Rn hiV
VhRelaceV.

µAnd?¶
µI dRn¶W like m\ biVcXiWV dU\.¶
µYRX diSSed Whem in a liWUe Rf milk?¶
µI XVed ZhaW ZaV WheUe.¶

I VhXW Whe fUidge in diVgXVW, WhUeZ Whe emSW\ caUWRn in Whe dXVWbin and VaW
Rn Rne Rf Whe dining Wable chaiUV, VWaUing aW him.

µI¶ll geW anRWheU SackeW laWeU. And aV Ze diVcXVVed, leW¶V aYRid Walking.
MeVVage me if WheUe'V VRmeWhing imSRUWanW,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.

Like a WZelYe-\eaU-Rld, SaXUabh had VWRSSed Walking WR me. EYen WhRXgh
Ze liYed WRgeWheU, Ze cRmmXnicaWed mRVWl\ WhURXgh meVVageV.

I WhaWVASSed SaXUabh eYen WhRXgh he VaW VeYen feeW aZa\ fURm me.
µI ZanW milk nRZ. TR make Wea.¶

SaXUabh lRRked XS fURm hiV VhReV WR check hiV ShRne VcUeen. He VaZ
m\ meVVage bXW ignRUed iW. He SXlled XS hiV VRckV, VWRRd XS, Sicked XS hiV
ZalleW fURm Whe dining Wable and SXW iW in hiV kXUWa SRckeW. The RliYe gUeen
Fabindia kXUWa made him lRRk like a bab\ eleShanW, eVSeciall\ ZiWh hiV Whick
black ZRRllen VZeaWeU RYeU iW.

I W\Sed anRWheU meVVage Rn m\ ShRne.
µPleaVe UeVSRnd.¶
He W\Sed a UeVSRnVe.
Tn a UXVh. Will VRUW WhiV RXW laWeU.'
He RSened Whe UbeU aSS Rn Whe ShRne.

µDamn, nR cabV. UbeU RU Ola' he Vaid RXW lRXd, afWeU VZiSing aZa\ Rn
hiV ShRne fRU fiYe minXWeV.

µWhaW haSSened?' I Vaid, lRRking XS fURm Whe dining Wable.
µI didn¶W VSeak WR \RX' he Vaid.
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µNRbRd\ elVe in WhiV URRm. Did \RX VSeak WR Whe Zall?¶
µLeW me be' SaXUabh Vaid, fXmbling ZiWh hiV ShRne again.

µDR \RX ZanW me WR bRRk a cab fRU \RX?¶ I Vaid.
µNR. And SleaVe dRn¶W Walk WR me.¶
µSaXUabh, Wime \RX VWRSSed VXlking.¶

He ignRUed me and keSW VWaUing aW Whe ShRne VcUeen.
µI can bRRk²¶ I Vaid, bXW he inWeUUXSWed me.

µKeVhaY, Ze haYe WZR mRnWhV befRUe Whe leaVe endV heUe. UnWil When, can
\RX SleaVe VWa\ RXW Rf m\ Za\?¶

µI Vaid VRUU\ enRXgh WimeV.¶
SaXUabh VhRRk hiV head, e\eV VWill Rn Whe ShRne.

'I Zill Wake an aXWR. Damn iW, I Zill fUee]e in WhiV cRld' SaXUabh mXmbled
WR himVelf and VWRUmed RXW Rf Whe hRXVe.

I cRnWinXed WR ViW in m\ hRXVe, VWaUing inWR VSace, aZaUe Rf Whe Vilence
lefW behind b\ SaXUabh.

Hi, I am KeVhaY RajSXURhiW and I'm nRW a SaUWicXlaUl\ nice gX\. NRW
emRWiRnal eiWheU. I dRn¶W belieYe in lRYe. I XVe TindeU WR meeW giUlV fRU Whe
VRle UeaVRn Rf haYing Ve[ ZiWh Whem. Oh, and I am TXiWe gRRd aW iW. I VleSW
ZiWh Wen giUlV laVW \eaU.

AV \RX jXVW ZiWneVVed, eYen m\ flaWmaWe dReVn¶W ZanW WR Walk WR me.
SaXUabh and I XVed WR be beVW fUiendV. NRZ he haWeV m\ gXWV and iV ZaiWing
fRU RXU flaW¶V leaVe WR end. IW iV haUdeU WR bUeak XS ZiWh a beVW fUiend Whan
ZiWh a giUlfUiend.

Wh\ did iW becRme WhiV Za\? Well, I¶m a dick. I dRn¶W blame him fRU
ZanWing WR mRYe RXW.

SaXUabh and I bRWh ZRUk aW C\beUSafe, a c\beUVecXUiW\ cRmSan\.
WRUking WRgeWheU cRmSlicaWeV WhingV fXUWheU Zhen \RX¶Ye had a fighW.
An\Za\, like an\ RWheU cRUSRUaWe jRb, C\beUSafe VXckV. M\ Ueal SaVViRn iV
Whe liWWle deWecWiYe agenc\ SaXUabh and I RZn aV a Vide gig, Z DeWecWiYeV.
We VWaUWed iW afWeU Ze VRlYed a mXUdeU caVe laVW \eaU.

Z DeWecWiYeV iV lRcaWed in Whe MalYi\a NagaU maUkeW, ne[W WR kiUana
VhRSV. We dRn¶W geW e[ciWing caVeV. We aUen¶W JameV BRnd. RAW and IB
dRn¶W aSSURach XV fRU helS ZiWh inWeUnaWiRnal WeUURUiVWV. We dRn¶W eYen geW
an\ haUdcRUe cUiminal caVeV. MRVW Rf RXU inTXiUieV aUe fURm aXnWieV in Whe
aUea, VXVSecWing WheiU maidV Rf VWealing WheiU gRld necklace RU WheiU
hXVbandV Rf haYing an affaiU. ASaUW fURm Whe RccaViRnal URbbeU\, ZheUe
VRmeRne¶V laSWRS RU cell ShRne iV VWRlen, Z DeWecWiYeV iV a Wame affaiU. Hell,
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Whe Rne Whing I ZanW iV fRU XV WR geW a Ueal jXic\ mXUdeU caVe. TXUnV RXW
Delhi iVn¶W TXiWe Whe cUime caSiWal iW iV made RXW WR be.

M\ ShRne Singed. MeVVage fURm an XnknRZn nXmbeU.
µNeed XUgenW helS Rn a caVe?
µWhR¶V WhiV? WhaW iV WhiV abRXW?' I UeSlied.
µM\Velf PUamRd GXSWa. I VXVSecW m\ dUiYeU haV nRW been filling SeWURl

fRU Whe mRne\ he WakeV fURm me?
I WhUeZ m\ ShRne dRZn in diVgXVW. I ZRXld deal ZiWh WhiV nRnVenVe laWeU.

I WhRXghW abRXW SaXUabh. Wh\ ZaV WhiV faWVR VR RYeUVenViWiYe? PUeUna had
made him WhaW Za\. BXW nR, nRbRd\ can Va\ a ZRUd againVW hiV faW bUide-WR-
be. Yeah, I called heU faW. FaW jXVW like SaXUabh. Am I bRd\-Vhaming? I WRld
\RX, I'm nRW VR likeable. An\Za\, ZhaW¶V ZURng in calling a faW SeUVRn faW?
And Zh\ Whe hell dR I VWill caUe VR mXch abRXW faWVR? And Zh\ can¶W I make
a decenW cXS Rf Wea? And can VRmeRne SleaVe kill VRmeRne in WhiV ciW\? I
Ueall\ need a gRRd caVe.

Oka\, VR leW me Well \RX ZhaW haSSened beWZeen XV. Of cRXUVe, WhiV iV
m\ Wake.

Si[ mRnWhV agR, SaXUabh ZenW inWR an RYeUdUiYe WR geW maUUied. NRZ, I
haYe nRWhing againVW aUUanged maUUiageV. IW ZaV I ZhR WRRk SaXUabh¶V
SURfile SicWXUe fURm hiV WhinneVW angle, RU hiV leaVW faW angle, fRU Whe
maWUimRnial ZebViWeV. I ZURWe hiV biR aV Zell.

7am SaXUabh. I am a Zell-Slaced IITian ZiWh an eaV\gRing, fXn-lRYing
SeUVRnaliW\. I ZRUk in a mXlWinaWiRnal VRfWZaUe cRmSan\ and liYe in VRXWh
Delhi. I like fRRd and lRWV Rf fRRd and eYen mRUe fRRd. I alVR enjR\ alcRhRl
and m\ idea Rf a gRRd Zeekend iV VleeSing fRU WZR da\V VWUaighW!

Of cRXUVe, SaXUabh had kicked m\ bXWW and deleWed Whe laVW WZR lineV.
He UeSlaced iW ZiWh 'decenW famil\ fURm NagSXU, nR dRZU\, SUefeU a Zell-
edXcaWed and ambiWiRXV caUeeU ZRman¶.

I Uan m\ hand RYeU Whe dining Wable. SaXUabh had fiUVW YideR-called
PUeUna fURm heUe. AfWeU VeYeUal failed aWWemSWV, SaXUabh had finall\ meW
VRmeRne he felW e[ciWed abRXW. He had Slanned WR giYe heU a TXick WZR-
minXWe call bXW Whe\ ended XS VSeaking fRU WZR hRXUV.

µI¶m VR VRUU\ I dela\ed lXnch. ThiV ZenW Rn lRngeU Whan e[SecWed'
SaXUabh had Vaid Zhen he finall\ ended Whe call.

'She¶V Whe Rne' I Vaid.
'Reall\? HRZ dR \RX knRZ?¶
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'YRX gaYe XS fRRd fRU heU. FRU WZR hRXUV. If WhaW¶V nRW WUXe lRYe, ZhaW
iV?¶

TXUnV RXW I ZaV UighW. SaXUabh fell head RYeU heelV fRU PUeUna MalhRWUa,
Whe Rnl\ daXghWeU Rf RameVh and Neelam MalhRWUa. She liYed in a PXnjabi
jRinW famil\ in NeZ FUiendV CRlRn\. She ZaV ZhaW SaXUabh ZanWed:
ambiWiRXV and caUeeU-minded. She had heU RZn inWeUneW VWaUWXS, and iW ZaV
dRing Ueall\ Zell.

µIW¶V called EaWR. CXUaWed fRRd deliYeU\' SaXUabh WRld me. 'Like a hand-
Sicked ZRmaWR. The\ WeVW Whe diVheV and Well \RX Whe WaVWieVW RneV WR RUdeU.¶

'I can Vee Zh\ \RX like heU' I Vaid. IW had WR be abRXW fRRd.
'Yeah, WRld \RX I like caUeeU ZRmen' SaXUabh Vaid.
'Of cRXUVe' I Vaid.

OYeU Whe ne[W feZ mRnWhV, SaXUabh and PUeUna daWed, if \RX can call iW
WhaW in an aUUanged maUUiage ViWXaWiRn. Ma\be aUUanged daWing RU aUUanged
cRXUWVhiS, if WheUe iV VXch a WeUm. SRRn Whe WZR ZeUe mRUe in lRYe Whan an\
lRYe-maUUiage cRXSle I kneZ.

IW¶V like meeWing PUeUna UeZiUed SaXUabh¶V enWiUe DNA. One nighW I
heaUd him Walk in a VingVRng YRice mRWheUV XVe fRU Vi[-mRnWh-Rld infanWV.

'Ole m\ PUeUnX bebX. YRX became Wai-ll-ed. Wh\ \RX ZRl-k VR haUd m\
VRna bebX' he Vaid.

I almRVW SXked. YRX alVR had WR Vee Whe WUanVfRUmaWiRn in Whe Za\ he
dUeVVed. GRne ZeUe Whe T-VhiUW and S\jamaV, SaXUabh¶V Rfficial cRVWXme. In
came fXllVleeYed, cRllaUed VhiUWV. He eYen ZRUe CalYin Klein nighWVXiWV WR
bed.

The enWiUe URRm Vmelled Rf afWeUVhaYe aV Ze VaW dRZn fRU dinneU Rne
eYening.

µIV WhaW cRlRgne?¶ I Vaid.
'YeV' SaXUabh Vaid.
'WeUe Whe\ diVWUibXWing iW fRU fUee?¶
'IW¶V alZa\V nice WR Vmell gRRd.¶

µAnd \RX UealiVed iW jXVW nRZ? AfWeU WZenW\-eighW \eaUV Rf liYing \RXU
life cRlRgne-fUee?¶

µPUema VXggeVWed iW' SaXUabh Vaid in a YRice aV VRfW aV Whe ShXlka in hiV
hand.

ThiV dRmeVWicaWiRn didn¶W bRWheU me. I felW haSS\ fRU m\ fUiend. PUema
ZaV nRW jXVW hiV bUide-WR-be. She ZaV hiV Rnl\ cUXVh, lRYe, giUlfUiend and, in
facW, hiV Rnl\ female acTXainWance.
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Oka\, leW me cRme WR Whe SRinW, hRZeYeU VhallRZ iW mighW be. PUeUna iV
acWXall\ a nice SeUVRn²affecWiRnaWe, VmaUW and lRYing. BXW... Vhe iV²hRZ
dR I SXW iW? ²big, laUge, RYeUZeighW. I ZRn¶W beaW aURXnd Whe bXVh ²I¶Ye
alUead\ Vaid iW befRUe, haYen¶W I? She iV faW. YeV, I called a SeUfecW giUl in a
SeUfecW UelaWiRnVhiS ZiWh m\ beVW fUiend faW. SR jXdge me. BXW When, leW me
jXdge SeRSle¶V ZeighW WRR.

FRRd cRnnecWed Whem. AlmRVW all WheiU daWeV ZeUe aW SRSXlaU eaWeUieV.
EYen WheiU WeUmV Rf endeaUmenW fRU each RWheU ZeUe UelaWed WR fRRd.

µYRX aUe m\ laddRR,¶ Vhe ZRXld meVVage him.
µM\ jalebi' SaXUabh ZRXld anVZeU.
µI find \RX aV VZeeW aV UaVgXlla V\UXS.¶
µI lRYe \RX m\ liWWle gXjia,¶ SaXUabh ZRXld UeSl\.

SeUiRXVl\, Whe\ ZeUe aV inWR each RWheU aV Whe\ ZeUe inWR fRRd. SRRn
Whe\ Uan RXW Rf VZeeWV WR deVcUibe each RWheU. When \RX aUe dRZn WR gXjia,
\RX knRZ \RX haYe e[haXVWed Whe miWhai liVW. I VhXddeUed WR Whink ZhaW
WheiU fXWXUe kiWchen ZRXld lRRk like. IW ZRXld be a miWhai bXnkeU laUge
enRXgh WR VXVWain hXmanV fRUced WR hide XndeUgURXnd in Whe eYenW Rf a
nXcleaU hRlRcaXVW.

Of cRXUVe, eYeU\ nRZ and When Rne Rf Whem ZRXld Vee a SRVW Rn
InVWagUam abRXW fiWneVV and Whe\ ZRXld make SlanV WR e[eUciVe.

µM\ liWWle bRRndi, Ze aUe gRing WR geW fiW WRgeWheU, nR?¶ SaXUabh WRld heU
Rn a call. FiUVWl\, if \RX aUe Slanning a fiWneVV URXWine, VWRS UefeUUing WR each
RWheU aV deVVeUWV. SR Whe\ made SlanV WR geW fiW SRVW-maUUiage. RighW nRZ,
Whe\ decided, Whe\ ZRXld haYe fXn aV µWhiV Wime ZaVn¶W gRing WR cRme back¶.
Well, WhiV Wime ma\ nRW cRme back, a heaUW aWWack mighW.

I mXVW add, I mighW be Whe fiWWeU Rne, bXW Vhe haV Whe fiWWeU caUeeU. She,
alRng ZiWh heU bXVineVV SaUWneU, had managed WhUee URXndV Rf fXnding fRU
EaWR. A SUiYaWe eTXiW\ fiUm had jXVW inYeVWed WhiUWeen milliRn dRllaUV, RU
nineW\ cURUe UXSeeV, inWR heU cRmSan\ fRU a WhiUW\-fiYe SeU cenW VWake.

µYRX¶Ue VR lXck\ fRU me, m\ kajX kaWli,¶ PUema had WRld SaXUabh afWeU
Whe fXnding URXnd clRVed. µThiV iV hXge fRUme.¶

HRneVWl\, I didn¶W UeVenW heU fRU WhiV. I ZaV haSS\ fRU SaXUabh. FaW and
Uich iV gRRd ZiWh me, and VR lRng aV Vhe keeSV m\ beVW fUiend haSS\, I¶m
haSS\.

Well, SaXUabh ZaV inVanel\ haSS\. The Rnl\ SURblem²he jXVW ZaVn¶W
m\ beVW fUiend an\mRUe. SRmeWhing changed. He neYeU had Wime in Whe
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eYening. I XndeUVWRRd WhaW, neZl\ in lRYe and all. HRZeYeU, he VWaUWed
neglecWing ZRUk aW C\beUSafe.

µI¶m gRing WR AmUiWVaU fRU a feZ da\V. Can \RX make Whe SiWch
SUeVenWaWiRn JacRb¶V aVked fRU?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.

µWh\ aUe \RX gRing WR AmUiWVaU?¶
µPUema Ueall\ ZanWV me WR WU\ Whe AmUiWVaUi kXlchaV WheUe.¶

µWhaW?¶
µIW¶V heU hRmeWRZn. HeU faWheU haV hiV facWRU\ WheUe WRR.¶

µThe SURjecW deadline iV ne[W FUida\.¶
µHandle iW, nR,¶ SaXUabh Vaid and mRck-SXnched me in Whe cheVW.

µOnl\ WhiV Wime,¶ I Vaid.
E[ceSW iW ZaVn¶W Rnl\ WhaW Rne Wime. SaXUabh ZaV Uead\ WR dURS

eYeU\Whing fRU heU. He ZaV VR in lRYe WhaW he ZaV Rnce debXgging Whe EaWR
aSS fRU PUeUna fRU like WZR ZeekV. IW ZaV aURXnd Whe Wime Ze had WR finiVh a
cUXcial Siece Rf cRde fRU a C\beUSafe clienW. I cRXldn¶W cRmSleWe iW Rn Wime
alRne. OXU clienW aW C\beUSafe cRmSlained WR JacRb, ZhR When YenWed Rn
me.

µSRUU\, bhai, I didn¶W UealiVe Whe EaWR debXgging ZRXld Wake VR lRng,¶
SaXUabh Vaid.

µJacRb gaYe me a ZaUning,¶ I Vaid.
µWaiW, PUeUna¶V calling me. I¶ll Walk WR \RX laWeU,¶ SaXUabh Vaid and

diVcRnnecWed m\ call.
I SXW XS ZiWh eYeU\Whing. I eYen ZenW WR meeW PUema¶V enWiUe famil\²

heU SaUenWV, bURWheU, maaVi, chacha and daadi. All Rf Whem VWa\ in Whe Vame
WhUee-VWRUe\ hRXVe. I helSed Slan Whe engagemenW, Sicked RXW SaXUabh¶V
clRWheV and danced mRUe Whan an\ RWheU gXeVW aW Whe SaUW\. Of cRXUVe, he
fRUgeWV all WhaW. All he UemembeUV iV Whe Rne Wime I laVhed RXW. I¶d had a bad
da\. Fine, I cRXld haYe chRVen m\ ZRUdV beWWeU.

BXW nRZ Whe dXde dReVn¶W ZanW WR Walk WR me. He ZanWV WR mRYe RXW Rf
Whe hRXVe, change deSaUWmenWV ZiWhin C\beUSafe and clRVe Z DeWecWiYeV.
And I am Whe bad gX\? SeUiRXVl\?
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CKDSWHU 2
HellR, WhiV iV SaXUabh MaheVhZaUi VSeaking, Waking RYeU fURm hiV

lRUdVhiS KeVhaY fRU Rnl\ a VhRUW Zhile.
I am Rn m\ Za\ WR meeW m\ fiancee PUeUna Rn KaUYa ChaXWh.
I WRRk an aXWR UickVhaZ WR NeZ FUiendV CRlRn\, a URXghl\ half-hRXU Uide

fURm MalYi\a NagaU, and UXbbed m\ handV WR keeS Whem ZaUm.
'LefW?' PUema¶V meVVage bURXghW a Vmile WR m\ face.
¶YeV, in an aXWR' I UeSlied.
¶CRme VRRn. I¶m hXngU\.'
¶YeV' I UeSlied.
µDUiYe faVW, bhai\a' I WRld Whe aXWR dUiYeU.

I lRRked aW m\ ShRne and Vmiled. CRXld WheUe be a lXckieU man? M\
fiancee decided WR keeS a KaUYa ChaXWh faVW fRU me, eYen WhRXgh Ze aUen¶W
Wechnicall\ maUUied. IVn¶W Vhe VZeeW?

¶HaYen¶W eaWen an\Whing all da\. NR ZaWeU eYen �' PUeUna meVVaged.
¶HaYe VRmeWhing, m\ chikki.¶

'NR, Whe mRRn UiVeV in leVV Whan WhiUW\ minXWeV. YRX¶ll be heUe b\ When.
ThaW¶V Zhen I bUeak Whe faVW.'

¶I lRYe \RX' I We[Wed.
¶I lRYe \RX WRR'

AnRWheU meVVage came immediaWel\ afWeU. ¶I haYe VRmeWhing VSecial WR
VhaUe ZiWh \RX.¶

µWhaW?¶
µCRme and I¶ll Well \RX.¶
µWhaW iV iW?¶

µSRmeWhing XnbelieYable bXW VSecial. I jXVW fRXnd RXW/
I called heU Rn YideR call. She Sicked XS. She ZaV in heU URRm. I VaZ heU

VXSeU cXWe face. She VhRRk heU head.
µWhaW?¶ I Vaid.

µDRn¶W lRRk aW me like WhaW. I ZanW \RX WR Vee me in m\ KaUYa ChaXWh
clRWheV fRU Ueal. When I am fXll\ Uead\'

µWaiW, ZhaW did \RX ZanW WR Well me?'
µI¶ll Well \RX²cRme TXickl\, nR? I'm hXngU\\\\.¶
µI am cRmingggg...¶ I UeSlied. She cXW Whe call.

AV Whe aXWR UickVhaZ Zaded WhURXgh Whe Delhi WUaffic, I WhRXghW Rf
KeVhaY.
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SR MU KeVhaY RajSXURhiW haV allRZed me a Win\ VSace heUe WR Well m\
Vide Rf Whe VWRU\. ThiV iV afWeU he haV giYen \RX hiV YeUViRn. He¶V alUead\
bUainZaVhed \RX, I¶m VXUe. He haV SeUhaSV WRld \RX WhaW I am jXVW an
RYeUVenViWiYe ViVV\ Rn hiV Za\ WR becRming a henSecked hXVband. ThaW iW iV
me ZhR RYeUUeacWed. MU Oh-VR-cRRl KeVhaY ZaV jXVW making VRme
VaUcaVWic cRmmenWV and I VhRXld jXVW geW RYeU iW. Oh, and I¶m VXUe he WRld
\RX I Vlacked Rff Rn ZRUk aW C\beUSafe and ignRUed Z DeWecWiYeV
cRmSleWel\? GRRd, belieYe him.

I fell in lRYe, WhaW'V ZhaW haSSened. FRU Whe fiUVW Wime in m\ life. JXVW
lRRking aW PUema Vmile makeV me melW inVide like a chRcRlaWe laYa cake.
When PUeUna callV, eYeU\ ZRUd Vhe VSeakV iV a haSSineVV injecWiRn UighW inWR
m\ YeinV. Call me a URmanWic fRRl.

Unlike KeVhaY, I haYe neYeU had a lRng-WeUm giUlfUiend RU an\ VhRUW-
WeUm hRRk-XSV. Did he Well \RX abRXW hiV TindeU addicWiRn? YeV, iW iV an
addicWiRn. He¶V VleSW ZiWh Wen giUlV Vince laVW \eaU. He dReVn¶W eYen knRZ
WheiU laVW nameV. In VRme caVeV, nRW eYen Whe fiUVW. YRX can call him a VWXd RU
ZhaWeYeU. TR me, iW iV a VickneVV. He can dR ZhaWeYeU Whe hell he ZanWV. BXW
he haV WR XndeUVWand I'm diffeUenW. I haYe Rne, and Rnl\ Rne, PUema. ThaW¶V
ZhR iW iV gRing WR be fRU Whe UeVW Rf m\ life. TR make heU haSS\, I VkiSSed
ZRUk a feZ WimeV. I WRRk a WUiS ZiWh heU. I helSed heU in heU ZRUk. Of cRXUVe,
MU KeVhaY, XSVeW WhaW I ZaVn¶W giYing him a hXndUed SeU cenW aWWenWiRn,
VXlked like a bab\. He haV fRUgRWWen hRZ I XVed WR cRYeU fRU him aW Chandan
ClaVVeV, RXU SUeYiRXV jRb, Zhen he ZRXld VkiS ZRUk WR meeW hiV giUlfUiend. I
ZRXld nRW Rnl\ make gRRd e[cXVeV fRU him, bXW alVR finiVh hiV aVVignmenWV.
EYen aW C\beUSafe, he Rnce had a TindeU maWch ZhR cRXld Rnl\ meeW in Whe
afWeUnRRn. He daVhed RXW Rf Whe Rffice and I cRYeUed fRU him and WRld JacRb
he had a famil\ emeUgenc\. Of cRXUVe, Zhen Wime cRmeV WR UeWXUn Whe
faYRXU, MU Si[ Pack biWcheV and ZhineV abRXW m\ UelaWiRnVhiS.

And When he cURVVed all limiWV Rne da\ Zhen PUeUna ZaV aW hRme. YRX
ZanW WR knRZ ZhaW haSSened?

µWh\ haYe \RX VWRSSed?¶ I Vaid WR Whe dUiYeU Zhen I UealiVed Ze hadn¶W
mRYed fRU fiYe minXWeV.

TIT Vignal. TakeV a lRng Zhile heUe,¶ he Vaid.
I checked Whe Wime. IW ZaV 7.24 S.m. AccRUding WR GRRgle, Whe mRRn

ZRXld be YiVible aW 7.46 S.m. I had VRme Wime. I didn¶W ZanW PUeUna WR ZaiW
in hXngeU a minXWe mRUe Whan Vhe needed WR. I jXVW had WR geW WheUe befRUe
Whe mRRn did. Of cRXUVe, Whe mRRn didn¶W haYe WR deal ZiWh Delhi WUaffic.
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µWheUe haYe \RX Ueached?¶ PUeUna VenW a meVVage.
µTZenW\ minXWeV aZa\. IIT Vignal iV a Sain.¶ µCRRl. Take

\RXU Wime. I Zill WU\ nRW WR fainW.¶ µHXngU\, m\ gXlab jamXn?¶
µOn Whe URRf, all decked XS, ZaiWing fRU \RX.¶
µMRRn WheUe?¶
µDRn¶W Vee iW \eW.¶
µI Zill Ueach VRRn,* I Vaid.
µTake Whe VWaiUV. The back dRRU iV RSen.¶
The Vignal WXUned gUeen fRU Whe WhiUd Wime and m\ aXWR finall\ gRW a

chance WR cURVV. I checked m\ SRckeW fRU Whe gRld necklace I had bRXghW fRU
heU.

FifWeen minXWeV laWeU, Whe aXWR enWeUed Whe TXieWeU laneV Rf NeZ FUiendV
CRlRn\, SaVVing Whe meWUR VWaWiRn, and When inWR A BlRck. PUeUna liYeV in a
fRXU-hXndUed-VTXaUe-\aUdV kRWhi, RU bXngalRZ, lRcaWed in a lane Rf SRVh
bXngalRZV. A naUURZ lane SaVVeV behind WheVe kRWhiV, allRZing acceVV WR
Whe back enWUanceV. EnWeUing fURm Whe fURnW dRRU ZRXld mean meeWing Whe
enWiUe MalhRWUa clan. NeiWheU PUeUna nRU I ZanWed WR be UidicXled fRU being
WhiV lRYe\-dRYe\ cRXSle WhaW keeSV a KaUYa ChaXWh faVW befRUe maUUiage. We
had decided Vhe ZRXld keeS Whe cUeak\ meWal back dRRU RSen fRU me
inVWead.

µRighW heUe,¶ I Vaid WR Whe dUiYeU Zhen Ze Ueached Whe back lane.
µMain enWUance iV in Whe fURnW,¶ he Vaid aV he fXmbled fRU change.

µIW¶V fine,¶ I Vaid and VWeSSed RXW.
The gUe\ eYening, cRld bUee]e and dim lighW made Whe alle\ Veem daUkeU

Whan XVXal. I lRRked XS aW Whe Vk\. NR mRRn \eW, RU aW leaVW I cRXldn¶W Vee iW
fURm ZheUe I ZaV. I genWl\ RSened Whe back dRRU and VhXW iW fURm inVide. I
climbed XS Whe VWeSV fURm Whe gURXnd flRRU, ZheUe Whe MalhRWUaV had WheiU
main liYing URRm. I SaVVed Whe me]]anine leYel, Zhich had Whe kiWchen fRU
Whe enWiUe hRXVe. I heaUd Whe ZhiVWle Rf a SUeVVXUe cRRkeU and cRXld Vmell
Uajma being made. ThiV iV a gifW ²I can Well ZhaW iV being cRRked in a
kiWchen faU aZa\ b\ jXVW bUeaWhing. I gXeVV Whe MalhRWUaV ZeUe Uead\ing
WhemVelYeV fRU a SRVW-KaUYa ChaXWh feaVW. I SaXVed WR caWch m\ bUeaWh Rn
Whe fiUVW leYel. Maaji, PUeUna¶V gUandmRWheU, VWa\ed heUe ZiWh Anjali,
PUeUna¶V cRXVin fURm AmeUica, and PUeUna¶V aXnW BindX, ZhR WaXghW in a
VchRRl and lRRked a biW like a VcaU\ headmiVWUeVV ZiWh heU VSecWacleV, VWRck\
fUame and cXUl\ haiU. AfWeU a feZ VecRndV Rf UeVW, I climbed XS WR Whe VecRnd
leYel. PUeUna liYed heUe ZiWh heU SaUenWV, RameVh and Nee-lam, alRng ZiWh
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heU fRXUWeen-\eaU-Rld bURWheU Aja\. I SanWed aV I climbed XS WR Whe WhiUd
flRRU. AdiW\a, PUeUna¶V faWheU¶V \RXngeU bURWheU, RccXSied WhiV enWiUe flRRU.
He liYed alRne, bXW alVR had hiV mXVic VWXdiR heUe. I cRXld heaU mXVic being
Sla\ed inVide. I Ueached Whe final feZ VWeSV WhaW WRRk me WR Whe WeUUace. I
checked WhaW m\ VZeaWeU and kXUWa ZeUe in Slace. The climb had made me
VZeaW\ bXW I had caUUied m\ cRlRgne ZiWh me. AfWeU a feZ libeUal VSUa\V, I
SXVhed aW Whe alUead\ RSen WeUUace dRRU.

'Mehndi lagake Uakhna, dRli Vajake Uakhna,¶ I Vang Whe VRng fURm
DilZale DXlhani\a Le Ja\enge, Whe mRYie Zhich had a claVVic URRfWRS
KaUYa ChaXWh Vcene.

The Vk\ had becRme SiWch black. The VlighW fRg made Whe VhimmeUing
lighWV Rf Whe NeZ FUiendV CRlRn\ hRXVeV WZinkle in Whe backgURXnd. AV I
Vang Whe VRng, I lRRked aW Whe Vk\. TheUe iW ZaV²Whe fRXUWh da\ Rf Whe
mRRn, Zhich all Whe maUUied ladieV in Delhi ZRXld be flRcking WR Vee alRng
ZiWh WheiU hXVbandV WRnighW. In WhiV caVe, hXVband-WR-be in WhUee mRnWhV.

'Lene WXjhe, R gRUi.. .¶ I cRnWinXed WR Ving. I lRRked aURXnd fRU a PUeUna
dUeVVed in WUadiWiRnal ZeaU, meWal VieYe in hand, Vmiling Vh\l\. She dReV WhaW
²gReV Vh\ Rn me Zhen I leaVW e[SecW iW.

'PUeUna, bebX, I¶m heUe. YRX can eaW nRZ,¶ I Vaid and laXghed.
NR UeVSRnVe. NeaU Whe WeUUace dRRU I fRXnd a VZiWch fRU Whe lighW. I

flicked iW Rn. A \ellRZ bXlb liW XS bUighWl\. The enWiUe WeUUace became
YiVible. SWill nR PUeUna.

¶Jalebi, ZheUe aUe \RX?¶ I Vaid a biW lRXdeU.
In Rne cRmeU Rf Whe WeUUace, a Ued and gRld dXSaWWa la\ Rn Whe flRRU. I

ZenW RYeU and Sicked iW XS. IW lifWed in Whe Zind and Whe meVh-like fabUic hiW
m\ face. I UemRYed Whe dXSaWWa fURm m\ face and lRRked aW Whe flRRU again.
ThUee feeW fURm me I VaZ a meWal VieYe. I lifWed iW XS and WXUned iW aURXnd in
m\ hand a feZ WimeV. I lRRked aW Whe mRRn WhURXgh iW, aV PUeUna ZaV
VXSSRVed WR Vee iW. Had Vhe gRne dRZn WR XVe Whe UeVWURRm? I WRRk RXW m\
ShRne and dialled heU nXmbeU. TheUe ZaV nR UeVSRnVe.

I heaUd hRUnV blaUing fURm dRZn belRZ Rn Whe main URad RXWVide Whe
hRXVe. TheUe Veemed WR be a WUaffic jam. I lRRked RYeU Whe ledge Rf Whe
WeUUace. TUaffic had VWRSSed Rn bRWh VideV. A cURZd had gaWheUed belRZ,
UighW in fURnW Rf PUema¶V hRXVe. I WUied WR Vee ZhaW had haSSened. I cRXldn¶W
figXUe RXW mXch in Whe daUkneVV.

I dialled PUema¶V nXmbeU again. I cRXldn¶W Ueach heU. I W\Sed a meVVage.
µWheUe aUe \RX, bebX? WaiWing fRU \RX Rn Whe WeUUace.¶
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She didn¶W Uead iW²Rnl\ Rne Wick Rn WhaWVASS. The meVVage didn¶W
eYen geW deliYeUed.

µAUen¶W \RX hXngU\? CRme, eaW,¶ I VenW anRWheU Rne.
EYen WhiV meVVage ZenW XndeliYeUed. The nRiVe belRZ URVe in YRlXme. I

VWill cRXldn¶W figXUe RXW ZhaW ZaV gRing Rn. Ma\be VRmeWhing had haSSened
and PUeUna had gRne dRZn WR jRin Whe cURZd aV Zell, I WhRXghW. I WXUned
WRZaUdV Whe WeUUace dRRU WR Wake Whe VWaiUV dRZn.

BefRUe I cRXld Ueach Whe dRRU, PUeUna¶V faWheU RameVh and WZR RWheU
men came UXnning XSVWaiUV WR Whe WeUUace. I UecRgniVed GXSWa and AURUa,
neighbRXUV Rf Whe MalhRWUaV.

µHellR, Uncle²¶ I Vaid befRUe RameVh inWeUUXSWed me.
µSaXUabh? YRX ZeUe heUe ZiWh heU?¶
µWiWh PUeUna? I came WR meeW heU. WheUe¶V Vhe?¶

He didn¶W UeVSRnd. He WRXched Whe dXSaWWa in m\ hand.
µI fRXnd WhiV heUe, Uncle, Zhen I came.¶

GXSWa WRRk Whe meWal VieYe fURm m\ RWheU hand. He VhRZed iW WR
RameVh and AURUa.

µMalhRWUa ji,¶ he Vaid, µ\RX beWWeU nRW leW WhiV bR\ gR.¶
'GR ZheUe?¶ I Vaid, SeUSle[ed.

µUncle, ZhaW¶V haSSening? I jXVW VSRke WR PUeUna,¶ I Vaid WR RameVh. He
Uemained VilenW aV Ze Zalked dRZn Whe VWaiUV. GXSWa held m\ elbRZ WighW.

µUncle, Zh\ aUe \RX hRlding m\ aUm VR haUd?¶ I Vaid WR GXSWa aV Ze
Ueached Whe gURXnd flRRU.

On Whe gURXnd flRRU, Ze cURVVed Whe liYing URRm, Whe fURnW SaWiR and Whe
main gaWe WR cRme RXW Rf Whe hRXVe. TheUe ZaV VWill a cURZd Rn Whe URad.
TUaffic Uemained chRked. A feZ caUV ZeUe WU\ing WR Wake U-WXUnV, aZa\
fURm Whe jam. Man\ Rf PUeUna¶V famil\ membeUV VWRRd WheUe aV Zell.

µSaXUabh?¶ Neelam aXnW\, PUeUna¶V mRWheU, VaZ me fiUVW. She ZRUe a
VhRcked e[SUeVViRn. She lRRked aW me aV if Vhe kneZ m\ name bXW cRXld
nRW Slace me.

The cURZd had fRUmed a ciUcle Rn Whe URad.
ThaW ZaV Zhen I VaZ PUeUna. Face dRZn Rn Whe URad. In a Ued and gRld

lehenga WhaW maWched Whe dX-SaWWa I¶d had in m\ hand a feZ minXWeV agR.
HeU VhRXldeU-lengWh haiU cRYeUed Whe back Rf heU head and Whe Vide Rf heU
face. EYen in Whe daUkneVV I cRXld make RXW Whe SRRl Rf blRRd aURXnd heU
head. The SeRSle aURXnd heU VWRRd in abVRlXWe Vilence.

µPUeUna,¶ I Vaid aV I Uan WRZaUdV heU.
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µSWRS,¶ RameVh Vaid and gUabbed m\ ZUiVW.
µUncle WhaW¶V... iV Vhe hXUW?¶
He VhRRk hiV head.
µWhaW?¶ I Vaid.
µShe¶V gRne,¶ RameVh Vaid, fighWing back WeaUV.

M\ heaUWbeaW SaXVed fRU a VecRnd. I lRRked aW Whe RWheUV, VWXnned.
AdiW\a and PUema¶V bURWheU Aja\ VWRRd ZiWh fUR]en e[SUeVViRnV. Ne[W WR

Whem, Neelam VRbbed aV Vhe held BindX, ZhR heUVelf ZaV YiVibl\ WUembling.
µI jXVW VSRke WR heU,¶ I VcUeamed lRXd enRXgh WR VWaUWle eYeU\Rne.
AdiW\a came and Slaced hiV mXVcXlaU aUm aURXnd m\ VhRXldeU. He

SaWWed m\ back XnVWeadil\.
µAdiW\a chachX, ZhaW haSSened?¶ I Vaid.

µShe fell dRZn,¶ AdiW\a Vaid, SRinWing WR Whe URRf Rf Whe hRXVe.
I e[WUicaWed m\Velf fURm AdiW\a¶V gUiS. I Uan XS WR PUeUna. I ZenW dRZn

Rn m\ kneeV and WRXched heU haiU.
µPUema, I am heUe. LeW¶V eaW,¶ I ZhiVSeUed.

GXSWa and RameVh came XS WR me and WaSSed m\ VhRXldeU.
µThe SRlice aUe cRming,¶ GXSWa Vaid. µBeWWeU Ze dRn¶W diVWXUb Whe bRd\.¶
µPRlice? BRd\? WhaW?¶ I Vaid. µShe needV WR be Waken WR a hRVSiWal.¶
µCRme back, SaXUabh,¶ RameVh Vaid, hiV YRice VRfW \eW fiUm.
BRWh Rf Whem held me and helSed me WR VWand XS. The\ SXlled me back

a feZ VWeSV. GXSWa had VelfaVVXmed Whe URle Rf gXaUding me. He genWl\ held
m\ UighW hand ZiWh hiV, VRUW Rf like a lighW leaVh I cRXld nRW geW RXW Rf.

Neelam and BindX ZeUe cU\ing lRXdl\ b\ nRZ. SRme eldeUl\ ladieV
came aURXnd WR cRnVRle Whem. I VaZ RameVh biWe hiV liS WR fighW back WeaUV.
Aja\ hid hiV face in AdiW\a¶V cheVW. WiWh Whe famil\ in VhRck and VRUURZ,
Whe neighbRXUV WUied WR deWeUmine ZhaW WR dR ne[W.

µLeW¶V mRYe heU WR Whe Vide,¶ AURUa Vaid.
µNR, Ze VhRXld ZaiW fRU Whe SRlice,¶ GXSWa Vaid.

I felW nXmb. ThiV had nRW jXVW haSSened. Ma\be I WRRk a naS aW hRme in
Whe afWeUnRRn. ThiV ZaV a hRUUible dUeam. I Zill jXVW Zake XS and UXVh RXW WR
meeW PUeUna. We Zill feed each RWheU VZeeWV Rn Whe WeUUace lRRking aW Whe
mRRn.

BlRRd fURm heU bRd\ ZaV WUaYelling WR m\ feeW. I VWaUed aW iWV VlRZ
SURgUeVV in Whe daUkneVV. I lRRked aW PUeUna again. PURSeUl\. HeU handV had
henna Rn Whem. She had VSeciall\ aSSlied iW fRU KaUYa ChaXWh. I WRld m\Velf
WR Zake XS. NRWhing iV ZURng ZiWh PUeUna. M\ mind ZenW inWR a blXU aV iW
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diVcRnnecWed fURm UealiW\. I cRXld Vee Whe VceneV aURXnd me bXW cRXld nRW
make VenVe Rf Whem. I heaUd Whe ViUen Rf a G\SV\; Whe SRlice ZeUe heUe. I
VaZ cRSV VSeak WR PUeUna¶V faWheU. One Rf Whem WRRk SicWXUeV Rf Whe bRd\
fURm Whe WRS, VideV and VeYeUal clRVe-XSV. He alVR WRRk a SicWXUe Rf Whe
hRXVe and Whe WeUUace.

µShall Ze mRYe Whe bRd\ aVide?¶ AURUa Vaid. AV cRlRn\ SUeVidenW, he
ZaV keen WR diVSeUVe Whe cURZd and geW Whe URad fXncWiRnal again.

µCRme, leW¶V lifW heU,¶ I heaUd VRmeRne Va\. AlmRVW like a URbRW, I jRined
Vi[ RWheU SeRSle ZhR lifWed PUeUna¶V heaY\ bRd\.

µNRW Whe Vide Rf Whe URad. LeW¶V Wake iW inVide,¶ a cRnVWable Vaid. She ZaV
an µiW¶ nRZ?

The\ WRRk Whe bRd\ inWR Whe hRXVe, ZiWhRXW an\ clXe ZheUe WR keeS iW.
FiUVW Whe\ keSW iW Rn Whe SaWiR. AfWeU VRme inWenVe diVcXVViRnV, Whe\ WRld XV
WR lifW heU XS again and Wake heU WR Whe liYing URRm. We had nR idea ZheUe WR
Slace heU WheUe eiWheU. AfWeU all, a liYing URRm iV fRU liYing SeRSle, ZhR can
ViW an\ZheUe, Rn Whe VRfa, eaV\ chaiUV RU eYen Whe dining chaiUV. WheUe dR
\RX Slace a dead SeUVRn in a liYing URRm? SRmeRne VXggeVWed Whe caUSeW.
BlRRd VWill dUiSSed fURm Whe bRd\, leaYing an eeUie WUail ZheUeYeU Ze caUUied
heU. Bad, bad dUeam, I WRld m\Velf, eYen aV m\ e\eV fRllRZed Whe blRRd\
WUack.

µPlace neZVSaSeUV,¶ Rne Rf Whe neighbRXUV had an ingeniRXV idea. Old
SaSeUV ZeUe VSUead Rn Whe UXg in mXlWiSle la\eUV. On SageV Rf Delhi TimeV,
Zhich had an inWeUYieZ ZiWh VaUXn DhaZan and Alia BhaWW, Ze Slaced
PUeUna Rn heU back. I cRXld Vee heU face nRZ. CRYeUed in blRRd, heU nRVe,
cheekV and Rne Rf heU e\eV ZeUe badl\ ZRXnded. The\ ZRXld Wake a lRng
Wime WR heal²if Vhe ZaV aliYe, I added WR m\Velf. A cRS WRld XV WR mRYe
aVide.

µWhaW haSSened WR heU?¶ I Vaid WR Whe cRS.
µShe fell dRZn, ZhaW elVe? Head mXVW haYe bXUVW' Whe cRS Vaid.
He Slaced heU aUmV and legV in a UeVSecWable, VWUaighW SRViWiRn. Dead

bRdieV dRn¶W jXVW lie dRZn gUacefXll\. The\ haYe WR be SXW in Slace.
The cRS ZenW abRXW hiV ZRUk aV if he ZeUe aUUanging clRWheV Rn a Vhelf.

µI VSRke WR heU WZenW\ minXWeV agR' I Vaid.
The cRnVWable lRRked aW me, VXUSUiVed.

µWhen life endV, iW dReVn'W eYen Wake a minXWe' he Vaid.
I lRRked aW PUeUna¶V face again. WiWh Whe blRRd, diUW and injXUieV, Vhe

lRRked almRVW XnUecRgniVable. I SXW m\ hand Rn heU clRVed fiVW.
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µDRn¶W WRXch heU, SleaVe. We haYe WR cRllecW eYidence' Whe cRnVWable
Vaid.

µShe¶V m\ fiancee' I Vaid, m\ YRice bUeaking fRU Whe fiUVW Wime.
µI am VRUU\' Whe cRnVWable Vaid. He cRYeUed heU face ZiWh a VheeW Rf

SaSeU; a SZachh BhaUaW ad VWaUed aW XV.
µGeW VRmeWhing beWWeU' GXSWa Vaid. A feZ minXWeV laWeU, VRmeRne

bURXghW a ZhiWe cRWWRn VheeW. The\ XVed iW WR cRYeU heU enWiUe bRd\,
inclXding heU face. I cRXldn¶W Vee heU an\mRUe.

IW ZaV When WhaW iW hiW me²PUeUna iV gRne. She ZRXld neYeU cRme back.
She fell fURm Whe WeUUace. She ZenW WheUe becaXVe Rf me. Odd VRXndV
eVcaSed me aV I began WR ZhimSeU. SRme neighbRXUV WUied WR calm me
dRZn, bXW I gRW VWeadil\ mRUe h\VWeUical. A VeniRU cRS Zalked XS WR me.

µWeUe \RX Rn Whe WeUUace?¶ he Vaid in a fiUm, cRld YRice, XnaffecWed b\
Whe WUaged\ aURXnd him.

HiV abUXSW TXeVWiRn VWaUWled me. I VWRSSed cU\ing bXW did nRW UeVSRnd.
ThUee RWheU cRSV had alVR cRme inWR Whe URRm. The neighbRXUV VWaUWed WR
leaYe. The feZ WhaW Uemained VSRke WR PUeUna¶V famil\ membeUV, RffeUing
Whem WheiU VXSSRUW and cRndRlenceV.

µI am Walking WR \RX' Whe cRS Vaid, hiV YRice lRXdeU.
µYeV' I Vaid.

µWh\ did \RX gR WR Whe WeUUace?¶ he Vaid. I nRWiced hiV nameWag,
VijendeU Singh. The eSaXleWWeV Rn hiV VhRXldeU WRld me he ZaV an inVSecWRU.

µTR meeW heU' I Vaid.
µYRX meW heU?¶
µNR, I didn¶W find heU WheUe.¶
µDid \RX meeW an\Rne elVe in Whe hRXVe?¶

I felW XneaV\. I didn¶W like hiV line Rf TXeVWiRning. I had m\ RZn
deWecWiYe agenc\. I kneZ ZheUe he ZaV gRing. I alVR kneZ WhaW Zhen iW came
WR cRSV, iW ZaV beVW WR VSeak aV liWWle aV SRVVible.

µNR,¶ I Vaid.
µWh\?¶

µI came in fURm Whe back enWUance. And WRRk Whe VWaiUV XS.¶
µWh\ WeUUace?¶
I WRRk a deeS bUeaWh and lRRked aURXnd me. EYeU\Rne Veemed bXV\,

eiWheU cU\ing RU cRnVRling.
µWe had a Slan WR meeW XSVWaiUV, ViU, fRU KaUYa ChaXWh. She ZRXld Vee

me and Whe mRRn, and bUeak heU faVW.'
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The inVSecWRU naUURZed hiV e\eV.
µKaUYa ChaXWh?¶

µYeV, ViU. IW¶V WRda\. The fRXUWh da\ Rf Whe mRRn. When maUUied ZRmen
faVW fRU WheiU hXVbandV.¶

µI knRZ KaUYa ChaXWh. YRX aUen¶W heU hXVband. VicWim iV nRW maUUied.¶
VicWim iV called PUeUna, and Vhe iV Whe lRYe Rf m\ life, I ZanWed WR Well

him.
µWe ZeUe geWWing maUUied in WhUee mRnWhV. She decided WR keeS Whe faVW

aV a geVWXUe,¶ I Vaid.
µHmmm' he Vaid in an XncRnYinced WRne.

I UeSeaWed Whe VeTXence Rf eYenWV. I WRld him hRZ I WRRk an aXWR
UickVhaZ, VSRke WR heU and came XS WR Whe WeUUace Rnl\ WR find iW emSW\.

µAnd When Uncle came and bURXghW me dRZn. ThaW¶V iW,¶ I Vaid.
µThaW¶V \RXU YeUViRn When,¶ Singh Vaid.
µThaW iV ZhaW haSSened,¶ I Vaid.

He ZenW µhmmm¶, again. He WXUned WR RameVh and VWaUWed aVking him a
feZ TXeVWiRnV. I felW alRne in WhaW URRm, VXUURXnded b\ SeRSle, man\ Rf
ZhRm ZeUe m\ ZRXld-be UelaWiYeV. A caU hRnked RXWVide. AdiW\a ZenW XS
WR Whe fURnW dRRU and Zalked WR Whe SaWiR. He VaZ Whe RccXSanW Rf Whe caU
and RSened Whe gaWe. A ZhiWe cab came in. Anjali VWeSSed RXW. She had heU
backSack ZiWh heU, Zhich Veemed heaY\ and hXge cRmSaUed WR heU Vkinn\
fUame.

µHi, Adi mamX, ZhaW¶V XS?¶ Vhe Vaid in a cheeUfXl YRice, ZiWh Whe hinW Rf
an AmeUican accenW.

AdiW\a nRdded ZiWh a VeUiRXV e[SUeVViRn.
µWhaW haSSened?¶ Anjali Vaid. She lRRked aURXnd ²VRmeWhing ZaV

cleaUl\ amiVV. AdiW\a didn¶W UeVSRnd. BRWh Rf Whem Zalked inWR Whe liYing
URRm. She nRWiced Whe bRd\ Rn Whe flRRU, cRYeUed in a ZhiWe VhURXd.
SRmeRne had died.

µWhaW haSSened?¶ Anjali UeSeaWed. 'IV iW Maaji?¶
µWe lRVW eYeU\Whing. PUeUna¶V nR mRUe,¶ RameVh Vaid, VZallRZing a

lXmS in hiV WhURaW.
Anjali Zalked XS WR Whe bRd\, benW and lifWed Whe VheeW fURm Whe face.

She VaZ heU cRXVin l\ing WheUe, dead.
µPUeUna didi?¶ Anjali Vaid in a Vhak\ YRice.
AdiW\a SXlled heU aVide.

µShe . . . Vhe ZaV fine,' Anjali Vaid, nRZ in WeaUV heUVelf.
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Aja\, VRmeZhaW lRVW XnWil WhiV SRinW, ZenW XS WR Anjali. The\ bRWh
hXgged and cUied. The URRm felW like iW ZaV XndeU ZaWeU, dURZning and
Vinking and gRing dRZn, dRZn.

µWhen WhingV aUe calmeU, Ze ZRXld like WR VSeak WR each membeU Rf Whe
famil\,¶ Singh Vaid WR RameVh.

RameVh did nRW UeVSRnd.
µAnd him WRR,¶ Singh Vaid, SRinWing aW me.

RameVh lRRked aW me ZiWh blank e\eV and halfnRdded.
µWe Zill ZaiW RXWVide fRU a biW. LeW¶V Walk Rnce mRUe befRUe Ze leaYe,¶

Singh Vaid WR RameVh. The cRSV lefW Whe URRm.
I leaned againVW Whe Zall, VWaUing aW heU bRd\. I didn¶W knRZ ZhaW WR dR

ne[W. ShRXld I leaYe? Am I allRZed WR leaYe? BXW am I eYen VXSSRVed WR
VWa\? I needed VRmeRne. The Rne and Rnl\ SeUVRn in Whe ZRUld ZhR cRXld
helS me Whink WhURXgh WhiV ViWXaWiRn. I WRRk RXW m\ ShRne.
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CKDSWHU 3
I cRXldn¶W heaU m\ ShRne in Whe nRiV\ MalYi\a NagaU maUkeW. When I

checked iW afWeU gURceU\ VhRSSing aW MahaYiU GeneUal SWRUeV, neaU Whe Z
DeWecWiYeV Rffice, I VaZ WhaW I had fRXU miVVed callV. SaXUabh had called me
mXlWiSle WimeV.

Wh\ ZRXld he call me, I ZRndeUed. He had nRW iniWiaWed cRnYeUVaWiRn
ZiWh me fRU a mRnWh. Ma\be he had VaW Rn hiV ShRne and bXWW-dialled me b\
accidenW. I didn¶W ZanW WR call back and heaU mRUe inVXlWV.

I keSW m\ ShRne back in Whe SRckeW Rf m\ VhiUW. I lifWed Whe WZR heaY\
bagV fXll Rf gURceUieV and VWaUWed WR Zalk back hRme. M\ VhiUW liW XS aV Whe
ShRne flaVhed again.

IUUiWaWed, I keSW Whe bagV Rn Whe gURXnd. I WRRk RXW m\ ShRne again. The
call ZaV fURm SaXUabh. Had he cRme back hRme alUead\? Ma\be he¶d
fRUgRWWen WR caUU\ hiV ke\V? And ZanWed WR XVe Whe baWhURRm Ueal bad? He
cRXld gR WR hell. I VhRRk m\ head in diVgXVW. The Uinging ZRXldn¶W VWRS. I
finall\ Sicked XS.

'YeV, SaXUabh?¶ I Vaid in a fURVW\ WRne.
µKeVhaY, ZheUe aUe \RX?¶

'BRXghW milk. And RWheU hRXVehRld VWXff. ThaW \RX keeS finiVhing.
CaUU\ing WZenW\ kilRV in m\ handV UighW nRZ. YRX haYe a SURblem ZiWh
WhaW?¶

µBhai, can \RX cRme heUe?¶
µWhaW?¶ I Vaid. HiV YRice VRXnded XUgenW and diVWXUbed aW Whe Vame

Wime.
'Like UighW nRZ, bhai?¶

He had called me bhai afWeU WZR mRnWhV. WaV he dUXnk?
µWheUe?¶

'PUeUna¶V hRXVe. YRX haYe cRme heUe befRUe, UighW? A-956,¶ he Vaid,
YRice VWill WenVe.

I checked Whe Wime. IW ZaV 8.30 S.m. Wh\ ZaV he calling me WheUe?
WhaW abRXW Whe µleW¶V nRW geW in each RWheU¶V Za\¶ fighW Ze had an hRXU agR?
And Zh\ Whe hell VhRXld I dR ZhaW he ZanWed me WR?

µWh\?¶ I Vaid.
µJXVW cRme, bhai, SleaVe. Will Well \RX eYeU\Whing. SWaUW UighW nRZ.¶

µI haYe WR keeS Whe daal and aWWa aW hRme fiUVW.¶
µNR, bhai, I beg \RX. NRZ.¶

I ZRndeUed ZhaW had haSSened. Did PUeUna dXmS hiV URmanWic aVV?
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µFine, I Zill cRme ZiWh Whe bagV. YRX beWWeU helS me caUU\ Whem back.¶
I Ueached PUema¶V hRXVe in XndeU WZenW\-fiYe minXWeV. MeanZhile,

SaXUabh had called me WhUee mRUe WimeV WR check m\ lRcaWiRn. He ZaV
VWanding RXWVide Zhen I aUUiYed. I VaZ a Delhi PRlice G\SV\ SaUked RXWVide
PUema¶V hRXVe. CRSV VaW inVide Whe Yehicle eaWing VamRVaV.

The Yibe Vaid VRmeWhing ZaV ZURng.
µWhaW¶V gRing Rn?¶ I Vaid WR SaXUabh.

µBhai,¶ SaXUabh Vaid and gaYe me a WighW hXg. He cRnWinXed WR hRld me,
and When he began WR cU\.

'WhaW haSSened, GRlX?¶ I Vaid, addUeVVing him aV I XVed WR befRUe RXU
UecenW diffeUenceV. IW iV fXnn\ hRZ \RX fRUgeW fighWV and aXWRmaWicall\
VZiWch back WR caUing mRde Zhen \RXU beVW fUiend Ueall\ needV \RX.

µPUeUna,¶ he Vaid, VWill in WeaUV. µBhai, PUeUna.¶
µWhaW abRXW PUeUna? WhaW haSSened?¶
He didn¶W Va\ an\Whing. He cRnWinXed WR VRb and SRinWed aW Whe hRXVe. I

Zalked in. I VaZ a bRd\ cRYeUed in a ZhiWe VheeW. AdiW\a and RameVh VWRRd
WheUe.

µUncle, ZhaW haSSened?¶ I Vaid. RameVh gaYe me a blank lRRk. SaXUabh
came in afWeU me.

'Bhai, PUeUna iV gRne,¶ he Vaid and held m\ aUm again, hiV WeaUV
XncRnWURllable.

M\ e\eV RSened Zide in VhRck. SaXUabh ZenW XS WR UemRYe Whe VheeW
fURm PUema¶V face. AdiW\a genWl\ VWRSSed him.

µThe SRlice Vaid nRW WR diVWXUb heU,¶ he Vaid.
I Ueall\ ZanWed WR knRZ ZhaW had haSSened. HRZeYeU, I had WR cRnVRle

SaXUabh fiUVW.
µShe ZaV m\ life,¶ SaXUabh Vaid, clXWching m\ cRllaU.
µI knRZ, SaXUabh. I am VR VRUU\.¶ I SaWWed hiV back. EYen WhRXgh I hadn¶W

knRZn PUeUna Zell, I chRked XS WR Vee m\ fUiend cU\ like WhiV.
'WhaW haSSened? YRX came WR Vee heU, UighW?¶

BeWZeen VRbV, in bURken VenWenceV, he naUUaWed Whe eYenWV Rf Whe
eYening.

'Oh m\ GRd' I Vaid aV I heaUd Whe enWiUe VWRU\.
A feZ minXWeV laWeU, a VeniRU cRS came XS WR XV. ThUee RWheU cRnVWableV

fRllRZed him.
'WhR¶V he?¶ Whe VeniRU cRS Vaid, e\eing me.
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µHe¶V KeVhaY. SaXUabh¶V fUiend,¶ RameVh Vaid. µKe-VhaY, WhiV iV
InVSecWRU Singh.¶

I RffeUed m\ hand WR Whe inVSecWRU WR Vhake. He ignRUed me. Singh
lRRked WR be in hiV WhiUWieV; he VWRRd VWUaighW-backed, had a lighW cRmSle[iRn
and VhaUS feaWXUeV.

'YRX ZeUe aW Whe WeUUace ZiWh \RXU fUiend WRR?¶ Singh Vaid.
I VhRRk m\ head.
'InVSecWRU Vahib, \RX dRn¶W haYe WR VWa\ heUe VR laWe. We Zill be fine.

Thank \RX fRU \RXU VXSSRUW,¶ RameVh Vaid.
µThe kind Rf caVe WhiV iV, Ze haYe WR,¶ Singh Vaid.

'CaVe? WhaW kind Rf caVe?¶ RameVh Vaid. µShe fell dRZn, UighW?¶
'We dRn¶W knRZ,¶ Singh Vaid, VWaUing aW SaXUabh. µWe need WR Walk WR

eYeU\Rne heUe. WheUe did Whe ladieV Rf Whe hRXVe gR?¶
'The\ ZenW XSVWaiUV. The\ need WR be ZiWh m\ mRWheU. She VWill dReVn¶W

knRZ,¶ RameVh Vaid.
'WhR ZaV Whe \RXng lad\? She came ZiWh a big backSack a liWWle Zhile

agR.¶
µM\ niece, Anjali. She UeWXUned fURm a WUekking WUiS,¶ RameVh Vaid.

The inVSecWRU WRRk RXW a nRWebRRk.
µOka\. And ZhR aUe Whe RWheU ZRmen in Whe hRXVe?¶ µM\

Zife Neelam, ViVWeU BindX and m\ mRWheU.¶ µWhR elVe in Whe
hRXVe?¶ Singh Vaid, Waking nRWeV.

'M\ VRn Aja\. Maid GRSika. BXW Zh\ aUe \RX aVking me all WhiV?¶
RameVh Vaid.

'We haYe WR figXUe RXW ZhaW haSSened.¶
'An accidenW. She fell dRZn fURm Whe WeUUace,¶ RameVh Vaid.
µWe dRn¶W knRZ WhaW, dR Ze? WhaW dR \RX Va\, MU SaXUabh?¶ Singh

Vaid.
SaXUabh lRRked aW Whe inVSecWRU, VXUSUiVed aW Whe cRS¶V accXVaWRU\ WRne.
µSingh ViU, iW iV beWWeU \RX cRme and Walk WR XV laWeU. EYeU\Rne iV WRR

diVWXUbed,¶ AdiW\a Vaid.
'LaWeU iV nR gRRd. PeRSle geW Wime WR make XS WheiU VWRUieV.¶
AdiW\a Zalked XS WR Whe inVSecWRU and fRlded hiV handV.
µI am VRUU\, InVSecWRU ViU, nRbRd\ needV WR make XS VWRUieV. PleaVe leaYe

m\ bURWheU alRne. We haYen¶W eYen had Wime WR abVRUb WhiV. We haYen¶W
eYen WRld m\ mRWheU,¶ AdiW\a Vaid VRfWl\. µThe bRd\ iV UighW heUe. We
haYen¶W eYen WhRXghW abRXW Whe fXneUal.¶
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I dRn¶W knRZ abRXW Whe inVSecWRU, bXW Whe WhUee cRnVWableV Veemed WR
V\mSaWhiVe ZiWh AdiW\a. OU ma\be Whe\ ZeUe jXVW WiUed and ZanWed WR gR
hRme.

µOka\,¶ Singh Vaid afWeU a SaXVe. µCan I jXVW VSeak WR him?¶ He SRinWed
WR SaXUabh.

AdiW\a lRRked aW SaXUabh and me. SaXUabh nRdded.
µLeW¶V gR RXWVide,¶ Whe SRlice inVSecWRU Vaid, VnaSSing hiV fingeUV aW

SaXUabh. µLeW Whe famil\ be fRU nRZ.¶
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CKDSWHU 4
µBeen in a SRlice G\SV\ befRUe?¶ Singh Vaid.
SaXUabh and I VaW VTXaVhed in Whe backVeaW ZiWh WZR RWheU cRSV in Whe

RYeUcURZded Yehicle. I had Waken m\ gURceU\ bagV ZiWh me. One Rf Whe
cRnVWableV dURYe Whe G\SV\. InVSecWRU Singh VaW in Whe fURnW.

SaXUabh didn¶W anVZeU. He VWill Veemed WR be in a da]e.
'YeV, ViU,¶1 Vaid.
µWhen?¶ Singh Vaid.
µWe helSed Whe SRlice VRlYe a caVe laVW \eaU.¶
µReall\? Which caVe?¶

µZaUa LRne¶V caVe. HaX] KhaV PRlice SWaWiRn handled iW. InVSecWRU
Rana.¶

µRana ViU? YRX knRZ him? He¶V ACP Rana nRZ, b\ Whe Za\. ThankV WR
WhaW caVe.¶

µInVSecWRU Singh, Ze helSed him ZiWh iW... WheUe aUe Ze gRing?¶ I Vaid
aV I nRWiced him Wake a lefW Rn Whe main URad.

µM\ VWaWiRn iV jXVW aURXnd Whe cRUneU. The Wea iVn¶W bad WheUe.¶
I lRRked aW SaXUabh. He ZaV ViWWing ZiWh hiV handV cRYeUing hiV face. He

Veemed WR be in diVWUeVV.
µWe can Walk heUe, ViU,¶ I Vaid.

µWh\? YRX haYe a SURblem gRing WR Whe SRlice VWaWiRn?¶
µNR, ZhaWeYeU,¶ I Vaid and became TXieW.

InVSecWRU Singh VenVed m\ diVSleaVXUe and geVWXUed fRU Whe cRnVWable WR
VWRS Whe caU. IW ZaV an emSW\ and daUk lane.

µFine,¶ Singh Vaid. µLeW'V Walk heUe.¶
He Vignalled fRU hiV cRnVWableV WR e[iW Whe Yehicle and lRRked aW me,

ZaiWing fRU me WR leaYe aV Zell.
µWhaW?¶ I Vaid.
µI ZanW WR Walk WR \RXU fUiend.¶

µPleaVe gR ahead. I can be heUe. SaXUabh \RX ZanW me heUe, UighW?¶ I
Vaid. I lRRked aW SaXUabh. He WRRk a feZ VecRndV WR nRd in UeVSRnVe.

µOka\,¶ Singh Vaid. µLeW me aVk WhiV VWUaighW Rff. Wh\ VhRXld I belieYe
\RX didn¶W SXVh heU RYeU?¶

µWhaW?¶ SaXUabh Vaid. WiWhin a VecRnd, hiV VadneVV WXUned WR VhRck.
µYRX e[SecW me WR belieYe Vhe jXVW fell dRZn?¶ Singh Vaid, VcUaWching hiV

VWXbble.
µI dRn¶W knRZ, ViU,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.

Downloaded from https://www.studycrux.com



µPeRSle dRn¶W jXVW fall Rff WeUUaceV. When Ze lefW Whe famil\, I inVSecWed
Whe WeUUace. The ledge iV fRXU feeW high. NR Za\ did Vhe jXVW WUiS RYeU,¶ Singh
Vaid.

µIW VeemV Xnlikel\ WR me WRR,¶ SaXUabh Vaid. µBXW Zhen I Ueached Whe
WeUUace, Vhe ZaVn¶W WheUe.¶

µYRX belieYe him?¶ Singh Vaid WR me.
µOf cRXUVe,¶ I Vaid. µIf he¶V Va\ing Vhe ZaVn¶W WheUe iW meanV Vhe ZaVn¶W

WheUe.¶
The inVSecWRU heaYed a hXge Vigh.

µEiWheU WhaW,¶ Singh Vaid, µRU Zhen \RX Ueached Whe WeUUace, Vhe didn¶W
nRWice \RX. YRX fRXnd heU lRRking aW Whe Vk\, WU\ing WR find Whe mRRn. And
\RX gaYe heU a liWWle SXVh, and, Zell, WhaW¶V iW. DhXm.¶

AV Singh Vaid WhiV, he made a SXVhing geVWXUe in Whe aiU.
µI SXVhed PUeUna? I killed heU?¶ SaXUabh Vaid. 'AUe \RX VeUiRXV,

InVSecWRU? I killed Whe lRYe Rf m\ life?¶
µYRX ZRXld be VXUSUiVed hRZ RfWen WhaW haSSenV,¶ Singh Vaid and

Vmiled. EYeU\Rne became VilenW. We cRXld heaU Whe VRXnd Rf cUickeWV in Whe
nighW. The inVSecWRU VSRke again.

µWhaW dR \RX dR, SaXUabh?¶
µI ZRUk in C\beUSafe, a VRfWZaUe cRmSan\.¶
µEngineeU?¶ Singh Vaid.
µYeV.¶
'HRZ abRXW \RXU fUiend?¶

µI ZRUk in C\beUSafe WRR. We alVR haYe a Vmall deWecWiYe agenc\ Rn Whe
Vide,¶ I Vaid.

µWhaW?¶ Singh Vaid, VXUSUiVed.
I WRld him abRXW Z DeWecWiYeV, and RXU Win\ Vcale Rf RSeUaWiRnV.
µOh, VR I am dealing ZiWh SURfeVViRnalV heUe,¶ Singh Vaid and laXghed.

µYRX aUe nRW gRing WR Well me Whe WUXe VWRU\, iVn¶W iW?¶
µSiU, Ze aUe Welling \RX Whe WUXWh,¶ I Vaid.

µHRZ dR \RX knRZ? YRX ZeUen¶W eYen WheUe,¶ Singh Vaid. µOU ZeUe \RX
alVR ZiWh him?¶

µNR, ViU. I ZaVn¶W WheUe.¶
µSR? HRZ can \RX Va\? HRZ Zell dR \RX knRZ \RXU fUiend?¶
I knRZ him WRR Zell, I ZanWed WR Va\, bXW didn¶W. AnnR\ing Whe SRlice iV

neYeU a gRRd idea. SaXUabh finall\ VSRke XS.
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AVk me ZhaWeYeU \RX ZanW, ViU. I am diVWXUbed, bXW I Zill Well \RX
eYeU\Whing. YRX can Vee m\ chaWV ZiWh PUeUna minXWeV befRUe I Ueached Whe
WeUUace. We had VR mXch lRYe beWZeen XV,¶ SaXUabh Vaid. HiV e\eV Zelled
XS again.

µCRnWURl \RXUVelf,¶ Singh Vaid.
SaXUabh nRdded and cRmSRVed himVelf. The inVSecWRU VSRke again.
µYRX dRn¶W XndeUVWand. ThiV iV a high-SURfile caVe. NeZ FUiendV CRlRn\,

SRVh aUea. BXVineVV famil\. YRXng giUl. KaUYa ChaXWh. The famil\ ma\ kick
XV RXW nRZ, bXW VRRn eYeU\Rne Zill be all RYeU iW. CURVV-e[aminaWiRnV, SRVW-
mRUWemV, media nRnVenVe, iW iV all gRing WR haSSen. JXVW becaXVe Ze aUe in a
TXieW Yehicle UighW nRZ dReVn'W mean iW iV gRing WR VWa\ WhiV Za\.¶

µI knRZ, ViU,¶ I Vaid.
µI can Wake \RX WR Whe SRlice VWaWiRn UighW nRZ. File an FIR againVW \RXU

fUiend. IW Zill Ueall\ helS m\ caVe WRmRUURZ mRUning Zhen Whe media
aUUiYeV aW Whe SRlice VWaWiRn.¶

µFIR? SiU, ZhaW aUe \RX Va\ing?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
I WhRXghW abRXW ZhaW WR dR ne[W. Onl\ Rne name came WR mind.
µYRX can VSeak WR ACP Rana. AVk him abRXW SaXUabh and me. If

an\Whing, Ze can helS \RX find Whe Ueal cXlSUiW, ViU,¶ I Vaid.
µRana ViU knRZV \RX Zell? He Zill YRXch fRU \RX?¶ Singh Vaid.
µYeV, ViU. I WRld \RX, Ze helSed him VRlYe a caVe,¶ I Vaid.
InVSecWRU Singh VWaUed aW me. He didn¶W like me dURSSing a VeniRU SRlice

RfficeU¶V name. He VSRke afWeU a SaXVe.
µFine, call Rana ViU.¶
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CKDSWHU 5
InVSecWRU Singh, SaXUabh and I VaW in ACP Rana¶V Rffice in Whe HaX]

KhaV PRlice SWaWiRn. SaXUabh UeSeaWed ZhaW had haSSened.
µA KaUYa ChaXWh mXUdeU' Rana Vaid, Waking a ViS Rf Wea. µDelhi neYeU

ceaVeV WR ama]e me. ThiV chai iV bRUing. Singh, \RX ZanW a Ueal dUink?¶
µOn dXW\, ViU,¶ he Vaid.

'YRX aUe alVR bRUing,¶ Rana Vaid and Vmiled. 'An\Za\, m\ gXW feel...
acWXall\ leaYe iW. Singh, WhiV iV \RXU caVe. YRX handle iW.¶

µNR, ViU, SleaVe giYe me \RXU WhRXghWV,¶ Singh Vaid.
Rana finiVhed hiV Wea and keSW Whe emSW\ glaVV aVide. 'CRmSlicaWed.

CRXld be an\Whing²accidenW, VXicide RU mXUdeU.¶
µI Zill e[SlRUe all angleV, ViU' Singh Vaid.
µIW¶V nRW VXicide' SaXUabh Vaid.
µHXh?¶ Rana Vaid. µWh\?¶

'She ZaV lRRking fRUZaUd WR Veeing me. I haYe Whe chaWV.¶
'SR accidenW RU mXUdeU' Rana Vaid. µTR VaYe eYeU\Rne a headache, leW¶V

jXVW hRSe iW ZaV an accidenW.¶
µPeRSle dRn¶W jXVW fall Rff like WhaW, ViU' Singh Vaid.

µGRRd lXck When. Media Zill be all RYeU WhiV. The\ Zill hang \RX fRU nRW
finding RXW ZhR did iW in WZR hRXUV. WhaW abRXW Whe SRVW-mRUWem?¶

µWe Zill dR iW, ViU' Singh Vaid.
µGRRd' Rana Vaid. µDR a fXll fRUenVic aV Zell. LRW Rf SeRSle in Whe

hRXVe?¶
µJRinW famil\. A maid. And him WRR' Singh Vaid, SRinWing aW SaXUabh.
SaXUabh ZaV abRXW WR VSeak Zhen ACP Rana VWRSSed him.
µSingh, WheVe bR\V aUe fine. The\ ma\ lRRk VWXSid, bXW Whe\ can acWXall\

be XVefXl. I haWe WR admiW iW, bXW Whe\ did helS in WhaW ZaUa LRne caVe. And
nRZ I finall\ haYe WhiV ACP Rffice.¶

µBXW, ViU...¶
µWell, Singh, VRlYing a high-SURfile caVe Zill helS \RXU caUeeU like

nRWhing elVe. Take all Whe helS \RX can geW fRU WhiV Rne?
µHe ZaV Rn Whe WeUUace, ViU' Singh Vaid. µHe¶V a VXVSecW?
µBXW dRn¶W dR an FIR \eW. Talk WR Whe famil\ fiUVW. Can \RX dR WhaW fRU

me? I Wake UeVSRnVibiliW\. He ZRn¶W UXn aZa\?
µWh\ ZRXld I UXn aZa\, ViU?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.

µCan \RX keeS TXieW Zhen I¶m Walking Rn \RXU behalf?¶ Rana Vaid in a
VWem YRice.
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SaXUabh nRdded, lRRking dRZncaVW.
µThaW¶V dRable, ViU,' Singh Vaid.

µGRRd,¶ Vaid Rana. µNRZ leW Whem gR hRme. Take famil\ WeVWimRnieV
and Ze Zill diVcXVV again?

Singh nRdded. SaXUabh and I VWRRd XS WR leaYe. Rana Zalked XV RXW Rf
hiV Rffice.

µThank \RX, ViU,' I Vaid WR Rana aV Ze came RXWVide Whe SRlice VWaWiRn.
µWelcRme. BXW eYen if \RX haYe dRne Whe damn mXUdeU, dRn¶W UXn

aZa\,¶ Rana Vaid and laXghed.
µOf cRXUVe nRW, ViU,¶ SaXUabh Vaid. µI mean I haYen¶W dRne an\Whing?
µGRRd. NRZ cU\ leVV and Whink mRUe. If Whe media VWickV Whe blame Rn

\RX, iW ZRn¶W be eaV\ WR Vhake iW Rff. AUUanged maWch, UighW?¶
µWell, Wechnicall\ \eV, ViU. BXW...¶
µBXW ZhaW? Then Zh\ cU\ VR mXch?¶
µI lRYed heU?
Rana laXghed and VhRRk hiV head.
µLRYe VcUeZV \RX,¶ Rana Vaid.

He hailed an aXWR UickVhaZ fRU XV. The dUiYeU VaZ Whe SRlice RfficeU and
VcUeeched WR an immediaWe halW.

µWhaW¶V in Whe bagV, KeVhaY?¶ Rana Vaid.
µMilk, aWWa and daal. WanW VRme, ViU?¶ I Vaid aV Whe UickVhaZ VSed Rff.

Downloaded from https://www.studycrux.com



CKDSWHU 6

µIW¶V in Whe SaSeUV' I Vaid, SaVVing Whe neZVSaSeU WR SaXUabh. The
aUWicle ZaV Rn Rne Rf Whe inneU-ciW\ neZV SageV.

FaVWing ZRman fallV Rff WeUUace Rn KaUYa ChaXWh
IQWeUQeW eQWUeSUeQeXU PUeUQa MaOhRWUa, 26, VXccXPbed WR heU

deaWh ThXUVda\ QighW afWeU Vhe feOO Rff Whe WeUUace Rf heU WhUee-VWRUe\
hRXVe iQ NeZ FUieQdV CRORQ\. MRUe deWaiOV aUe aZaiWed aW Whe WiPe Rf
fiOiQg WhiV UeSRUW. NeighbRXUV Va\ Vhe ZaV RQ Whe WeUUace WR bUeaN heU
KaUYa ChaXWh faVW ZheQ Vhe had Whe faOO. IQVSecWRU VijeQdeU SiQgh Rf
Whe NeZ FUieQdV CRORQ\ PROice SWaWiRQ Vaid Whe\ Ueached Whe ViWe Rf Whe
iQcideQW afWeU UeceiYiQg a caOO fURP RQe Rf Whe QeighbRXUV. He added, TW
iV iPSRVVibOe WR Ueach aQ\ cRQcOXViRQV aW WhiV SRiQW,¶ aQd UefXVed WR
cRPPeQW fXUWheU. IQYeVWigaWiRQV aUe RQ.

OQe Rf Whe QeighbRXUV Vaid Whe giUO ZaV eQgaged WR be PaUUied,
aQd had beeQ RbVeUYiQg Whe faVW fRU heU fXWXUe hXVbaQd. The QeighbRXU
Vaid WhaW SeUhaSV Whe YicWiP ZaV di]]\ afWeU VWa\iQg hXQgU\ aOO da\, aQd
heQce cRXOd QRW NeeS heU baOaQce. The YicWiP ZaV Whe cR-fRXQdeU Rf
VWaUWXS EaWR, a fRRd deOiYeU\ aSS.

SaXUabh WRVVed Whe neZVSaSeU aVide. He VaW Rn Whe VRfa and VWaUed
aW Whe Zall in fURnW.

µSkiS ZRUk WRda\. I Zill infRUm JacRb' I Vaid.
SaXUabh nRdded. I VWRRd XS WR gR Wake a VhRZeU.

µShe ZanWed WR dR Whe faVW Whing. I WRld heU nR need' SaXUabh Vaid
fURm behind me.

I VaW Rn Whe VRfa in fURnW Rf him.
He cRnWinXed WR VSeak.

µReall\, I VhRXld haYe been mRUe fiUm. TRld heU nRW WR faVW.¶
µIW¶V nRW \RXU faXlW.¶

µThen ZhRVe faXlW iV iW? LRRk aW WhiV bXllVhiW neZVSaSeU aUWicle.
She fell dRZn becaXVe Vhe ZaV di]]\? She ZaV Walking WR me, all

Downloaded from https://www.studycrux.com



cheeUfXl, minXWeV befRUe.¶
µIW¶V a hXUUiedl\ ZUiWWen Siece. SRme neighbRXU VSRke VRme

nRnVenVe.¶
µThe\ aUe making heU RXW WR be WhiV VWXSid giUl ZhR felW di]]\ and

WUiSSed RYeU a fRXU-fRRW ledge. SeUiRXVl\?¶
µIgnRUe iW. Did \RX infRUm \RXU SaUenWV?¶

µNRW \eW. I Whink Whe\ knRZ. The\ called. I didn¶W anVZeU.¶
µRameVh Xncle mXVW haYe WRld Whem.¶

µWhR knRZV?¶ SaXUabh Vaid and VhUXgged. µIV iW Rn TV?¶ He Sicked XS
Whe UemRWe and fliSSed beWZeen neZV channelV. One Rf Whem ZaV UeSRUWing
Rn Whe incidenW. A female neZV anchRU VSRke in an enWhXViaVWic YRice.

µWe aUe jXVW heaUing UeSRUWV WhaW PUeUna MalhRWUa, a \RXng lad\ liYing in
NeZ FUiendV CRlRn\, had Whe mRVW WUagic KaUYa ChaXWh laVW nighW. She fell
fURm Whe WeUUace. PRlice aUe aZaiWing SRVW-mRUWem UeVXlWV. YRXU channel Zill
keeS \RX XSdaWed Rn ZhaW cRXld be eiWheU a WUagic accidenW RU \eW anRWheU
high-SURfile cUime in Rne Rf Whe SRVheVW aUeaV Rf Delhi.¶

'TheUe \RX gR,¶ SaXUabh Vaid. µWelcRme WR enWeUWainmenW fURm deaWh.
IW¶V alUead\ cRnWenW fRU Whem.¶

I VnaWched Whe UemRWe fURm SaXUabh¶V hand and VZiWched Rff Whe TV.
µThiV Zill nRW helS. TUXVW me,¶ I Vaid.

µThen ZhaW Zill? NRWhing, UighW? NRWhing can geW heU back.¶
µI can be heUe WRda\ if \RX ZanW.¶

µNR need. GR, dR \RXU ZRUk. The media iV dRing iWV jRb and geWWing
TRPV. The SRlice aUe WU\ing WR VaYe WheiU aVV. YRX gR Vell VRfWZaUe. The UeVW
Rf Whe ZRUld haV WR gR Rn. Onl\ m\ ZRUld haV cRllaSVed.¶

SaXUabh bURke dRZn. I SaWWed hiV back aV he cRnWinXed WR cU\.
I W\Sed a TXick meVVage WR JacRb e[Slaining Whe ViWXaWiRn. I added WhaW

SaXUabh and I ZRXld nRW be cRming WR ZRUk fRU a feZ da\V.
µLeW me make VRme bUeakfaVW,¶ I Vaid.

µI dRn¶W ZanW WR eaW,¶ SaXUabh Vaid, VRmeWhing I had neYeU heaUd him
Va\. EYeU.
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CKDSWHU 7
AlmRVW a hXndUed SeRSle, mRVW Rf Whem dUeVVed in ZhiWe, RccXSied Whe

fURnW URRm Rf MalhRWUa HRXVe. The\ had cRme WR RffeU WheiU cRndRlenceV.
The famil\ ZaV ZaiWing fRU Whe cRSV WR bUing back Whe bRd\ fURm Whe
mRUgXe, VR WhaW Whe\ cRXld Wake iW WR Whe elecWUic cUemaWRUiXm.

'The SRlice iV heUe,¶ AdiW\a Vaid. The SRlice mRUWXaU\ Yan dURYe XS WR
Whe fURnW enWUance Rf Whe hRXVe. InVSecWRU Singh and a cRnVWable
accRmSanied Whe bRd\. The\ WRR had cRme in Slain ZhiWe clRWheV, in
keeSing ZiWh Whe ViWXaWiRn.

The ZRmen in Whe URRm UeacWed fiUVW. Neelam, BindX, Maaji and Anjali
hXddled WRgeWheU and cUied lRXdl\ Zhen Whe\ VaZ PUema¶V Sale and VWill
face. RameVh and AdiW\a VWRRd TXieWl\ b\. Aja\ hid in Rne cRmeU Rf Whe
URRm. He Veemed Xnable WR SURceVV hiV emRWiRnV and lRRked inWimidaWed b\
Whe cURZd in Whe hRXVe. PUeUna ZaV ZUaSSed in a ZhiWe VhURXd and ZaV in a
glaVV caVe. The SRlice had cleaned XS heU face. TheUe ZaV nR blRRd, Rnl\
calm.

SaXUabh began WR cU\ again, hiV hand WighW in mine. SaXUabh¶V SaUenWV
aUUiYed VRRn afWeU and VWRRd ne[W WR WheiU VRn ZiWh fRlded handV. SaXUabh¶V
mRWheU WRR WUied WR cRmfRUW him.

A SUieVW chanWed a feZ manWUaV, afWeU Zhich Whe bRd\ ZaV Waken back WR
Whe mRUWXaU\ Yan. The famil\ had decided nRW WR dR a SURceVViRn. Famil\
membeUV and RWheU YiViWRUV VaW in WheiU UeVSecWiYe caUV and fRllRZed Whe Yan
WR Whe cUemaWRUiXm.

The cUemaWRUiXm VWaff, WRR XVed WR dRing WhiV, mechanicall\ mRYed Whe
bRd\ WR Whe WUa\ WhaW ZenW inVide Whe elecWUic fXUnace. WiWhin minXWeV,
PUeUna ZaV in Whe RSaTXe cRmbXVWiRn chambeU. SmRke fleZ XS Whe chimne\,
high abRYe Whe cUemaWRUiXm bXilding. PUeUna URVe XS WR Whe Vk\, leaYing XV
fRUeYeU.

InVSecWRU Singh came and VWRRd ne[W WR me.
I nRdded in gUeeWing.
µWhaW aUe \RX Whinking?¶ Singh Vaid.
'Feeling bad fRU m\ fUiend,¶ I Vaid.
µAnd?¶
µThinking Rf VRmeRne in m\ SaVW ZhR died aV Zell.¶ µYRX

knRZ ZhaW I am Whinking?¶
I VhRRk m\ head.

µThaW if PUeUna ZaV mXUdeUed, Whe mXUdeUeU iV UighW heUe aW Whe fXneUal.¶
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I lRRked aW Whe inVSecWRU. I didn¶W knRZ hRZ WR UeVSRnd.
'TUXe, iVn¶W iW?¶ Singh Vaid.

I WXUned m\ ga]e WR SaXUabh, ZhR VWRRd VRbbing beWZeen hiV SaUenWV.
Tn WhaW caVe, InVSecWRU, fRU Whe Vake Rf m\ beVW fUiend, leW¶V find RXW ZhR did
iW.¶
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CKDSWHU 8
µThank \RX fRU leWWing XV cRme,¶ I Vaid. FRXU da\V afWeU Whe fXneUal,

SaXUabh and I had accRmSanied InVSecWRU Singh WR Whe MalhRWUa UeVidence.
Singh Uang Whe dRRUbell.

T didn¶W haYe a chRice. YRX made Rana ViU call me,¶ Singh Vaid.
µWe aUe Rnl\ heUe WR helS \RX, ViU,¶ I Vaid.

'I¶Ye managed WR dR m\ jRb all WheVe \eaUV ZiWhRXW \RXU helS,¶ Singh
Vaid.

A maid in heU eaUl\ WZenWieV RSened Whe dRRU. She UecRgniVed SaXUabh
and leW XV in.

µWhaW¶V \RXU name?¶ Singh Vaid.
µGRSika,¶ Whe maid Vaid.

µHRZ lRng haYe \RX ZRUked heUe, GRSika?¶ Singh Vaid.
µThUee \eaUV,' Vhe Vaid, VRmeZhaW VXUSUiVed.
µYRX like iW heUe?¶ Singh Vaid.

µLeW me Vend Vahib,¶ GRSika Vaid and VcXUUied RXW Rf VighW.
'SR VRUU\ fRU \RXU lRVV again, RameVh ji,¶ Singh Vaid aV PUeUna¶V faWheU

enWeUed Whe liYing URRm.
µThank \RX,¶ RameVh Vaid. µHellR, SaXUabh. When did \RX cRme?¶

µThe\ came ZiWh me,' Singh Vaid.
µOh,¶ RameVh Vaid.

µI jXVW had VRme URXWine TXeVWiRnV,¶ Singh Vaid in an e[WUa-genWle, fake
YRice.

µSXUe, Well me,¶ RameVh Vaid.
µThe media iV Va\ing Vhe fell. Like in an accidenW,' Singh Vaid.

µI Uead Whe neZV,¶ RameVh Vaid.
'DR \RX Whink WhaW iV ZhaW haSSened?¶ Singh Vaid.

RameVh WRRk a deeS bUeaWh. HiV e\eV daUWed acURVV Whe URRm aV he
lRRked aW SaXUabh and me in TXick VXcceVViRn. FifW\-\eaU-Rld RameVh
MalhRWUa, ZiWh hiV henna-WinWed ZhiWe haiU and VWXbble, lRRked RldeU Whan
hiV age. HiV ZUinkleV lRRked mRUe SURnRXnced Rn hiV faiU Vkin. He VlRXched
Rn Whe VRfa and adjXVWed hiV lRRVe VhiUW.

µNR idea, InVSecWRU Vahib. All I knRZ iV I lRVW m\ daXghWeU,¶ RameVh
Vaid. He WXUned hiV e\eV WR Whe flRRU.

GRSika came in ZiWh a WUa\ caUU\ing VeYeUal cXSV Rf Wea.
µThankV fRU allRZing Whe SRVW-mRUWem,¶ Singh Vaid.
RameVh nRdded.
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µDid Whe SRVW-mRUWem UeYeal an\Whing?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
InVSecWRU Singh lRRked aW SaXUabh, VXUSUiVed and VlighWl\ XSVeW. WhR

ZaV SaXUabh WR aVk all WhiV?
µWe¶Ue VWill aZaiWing a fXll fRUenVic UeSRUW. HRZeYeU, Whe caXVe Rf deaWh

iV injXU\ WR Whe head. TheUe iVn¶W mXch elVe aW Whe mRmenW. SRme minRU
VcUaWcheV Rn aUmV and neck XSRn an eaUl\ e[aminaWiRn, bXW WhaW¶V iW.¶

µScUaWcheV cRXld mean VWUXggle, UighW?¶ I Vaid. The inVSecWRU glaUed aW
me.

µMinRU VcUaWcheV, I Vaid. CRXld be dXe WR Whe SebbleV Rn Whe URad aV
Zell.¶

µOka\,¶ RameVh Vaid.
µI WRld \RX. The fRUenVic UeSRUW iV aZaiWed. IW Zill Well XV if WheUe ZaV

VRmeRne elVe ZiWh heU. FingeUSUinWV, DNA, Ze aUe checking eYeU\Whing,¶
Singh Vaid.

µThaW¶V gRRd,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µOh, VR nRZ \RX Zill Well me ZhaW iV gRRd RU nRW?¶ Singh Vaid.
µNR, ViU, I ZaV jXVW aSSUeciaWing Whe WhRURXghneVV,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µTheVe WZR haYe a deWecWiYe agenc\ aV Zell, InVSecWRU Vahib.'

SaXUabh nRdded.
µThiV iV a VeUiRXV caVe, MU MalhRWUa. InYeVWigaWing if Whe maid VWRle a

cell ShRne iV diffeUenW fURm a SRWenWial mXUdeU,¶ Singh Vaid.
µMXUdeU?¶ RameVh Vaid, VXUSUiVed.
µWhaW elVe if iW iV nRW an accidenW?¶ Singh Vaid.

µBXW mXUdeU? WhR Zill kill m\ liWWle giUl?¶ RameVh Vaid.
µInYeVWigaWiRn Zill find RXW,¶ Singh Vaid. µM\ inYeVWigaWiRn, WhaW iV.¶
The inVSecWRU glaUed aW XV. We ZeUen¶W ZelcRme, cleaUl\.

µSaXUabh kneZ PUeUna. He can helS \RX, ViU,¶ I Vaid.
µAnd \RX? WhaW¶V VR gUeaW abRXW \RX?¶ Singh Vaid WR me.

I became VilenW. Singh WXUned WR RameVh.
µThe\ ZenW WR m\ VeniRU. InVeUWed WhemVelYeV in Whe inYeVWigaWiRn. ACP

Rana Vaid Whe\ can be XVefXl, bXW I dRn¶W Ueall\ Vee hRZ' Singh Vaid.
µIW¶V Rka\. LeW Whem be inYRlYed. SaXUabh iV like RXU RZn' RameVh Vaid.
SaXUabh nRdded. I ZaV nRW Rne Rf WheiU RZn, bXW I half-nRdded aV Zell.
T need WR Walk WR eYeU\Rne in Whe hRXVe. Take WheiU VWaWemenWV' Singh

Vaid.
µSXUe' RameVh Vaid.

µCan Ze jRin \RX?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
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µNR' Singh Vaid.
µBXW Rana ViU WRld \RX²¶ I Vaid and Singh inWeUUXSWed me.
µTell Rana ViU I Vaid nR. YRX can Uead Whe VWaWemenWV laWeU. If \RX ZanW WR

ZRUk ZiWh me, iW Zill be fRU me. YRX dRn¶W dicWaWe WeUmV. I Well \RX ZhaW WR
dR' Singh Vaid, hiV YRice lRXd.

SaXUabh and I nRdded.
µDRn¶W be XSVeW, InVSecWRU Vahib. HaYe \RXU Wea' RameVh Vaid.
µRameVh ji, ZhaW e[acWl\ iV Whe liYing aUUangemenW in WhiV hRXVe?¶ Singh

Vaid aV he WRRk RXW hiV nRWeSad.
µM\Velf, m\ Zife Neelam, VRn Aja\ Rn Whe VecRnd flRRU.¶

The inVSecWRU VcUibbled aV he VSRke.
µPUeUna WRR?¶

µOf cRXUVe ... M\ bURWheU, AdiW\a, Rn Whe WhiUd flRRU b\ himVelf. M\
mRWheU, ViVWeU BindX and niece Anjali Rn Whe fiUVW flRRU. ThaW¶V iW.¶

µAn\ VWaff?¶
µOne fXll-Wime dRmeVWic helS, GRSika. M\ dUiYeU AnZaU. He dReVn¶W

VWa\ heUe WhRXgh.¶
The inVSecWRU ZURWe eYeU\Rne¶V name in hiV liWWle bRRk.

µAnd ZhR ZeUe Whe imSRUWanW SeRSle in \RXU
daXghWeU¶V life?¶ Singh Vaid.
µSaXUabh can Well \RX WhaW beWWeU. BXW I ZRXld Va\ SaXUabh and heU

bXVineVV SaUWneU NamUaWa.¶
µBXVineVV SaUWneU?¶ Singh Vaid.
Tn EaWR. HeU VWaUWXS cRmSan\' SaXUabh Vaid. µShe cR-fRXnded iW ZiWh

NamUaWa.¶
µNamUaWa ZhR?¶

µNamUaWa Taneja, m\ RZn SaUWneU¶V daXghWeU, acWXall\' RameVh Vaid.
The inVSecWRU jRWWed dRZn heU name aV Zell.

µGRRd. LeW¶V VWaUW Whe famil\ WeVWimRnieV WRmRUURZ?¶ Singh Vaid.
RameVh heViWaWed a liWWle. µYRX knRZ Ze aUe in mRXUning, bXW \RX dR

ZhaW \RX haYe WR.'
µI am VRUU\, ViU. Onl\ dRing m\ jRb,¶ Singh Vaid.

µI XndeUVWand. I ZRn¶W be Whe mRVW cheeUfXl cRmSan\ UighW nRZ, bXW ma\
I RffeU \RX a dUink?¶

Singh lRRked aW SaXUabh and me.
µI can VWa\ fRU Rne. BXW Ze dRn¶W need WheVe WZR fRU WhaW.¶
µAVV,¶ I Vaid aV Ze VWeSSed RXW Rf PUeUna¶V hRXVe.
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µInVecXUe,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
We Zalked alRng Whe main URad RXWVide PUeUna¶V hRXVe aV Ze VeaUched

fRU an aXWR UickVhaZ.
µWh\ can¶W Ze ViW in dXUing hiV inWeUYieZV? We cRXld aVk VRme

TXeVWiRnV he mighW miVV,¶ I Vaid.
µShall Ze Walk WR Rana?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µWe can¶W keeS gRing WR him like cU\-babieV,¶ I Vaid.

µShe fell heUe.¶ SaXUabh SRinWed WR a VSRW Rn Whe URad.
µDid Whe\ find heU ShRne?¶ I Vaid.
µSRmeRne fRXnd iW Rn Whe RWheU Vide Rf Whe URad.

SmaVhed. NRWhing can be UeWUieYed fURm iW.¶
µOWheU Vide? ThaW¶V ZeiUd,¶ I Vaid.

We ZenW SaVW a feZ hRXVeV and Ueached Whe end Rf Whe URad. A ZRman
fURm Whe laVW hRXVe called RXW WR SaXUabh.

µHellR, hRZ aUe \RX? RemembeU me, MUV GRel?¶
She ZRUe Whick VSecWacleV and lRRked RYeU VeYenW\.
'SRn-in-laZ Rf Whe MalhRWUaV, nR?¶ Vhe Vaid.

'HellR, \eV, MUV GRel,¶ SaXUabh Vaid, Slacing heU aW laVW. µYRX came fRU
Whe URka and engagemenW.¶

SaXUabh and I gUeeWed heU ZiWh a namaVWe.
µSR XnfRUWXnaWe ZhaW haSSened,¶ MUV GRel Vaid.
SaXUabh nRdded.
µNeZVSaSeUV aUe Va\ing Vhe VliSSed,¶ MUV GRel Vaid.
µThe SRlice iV inYeVWigaWing,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.

µGRRd.¶ She SaXVed and When Vaid, µI dRn'W ZanW an\ WURXble ZiWh Whe
SRlice.¶

µWhaW dR \RX mean?' I Vaid, Rne e\ebURZ XS.
µThiV iV KeVhaY, m\ fUiend,¶ SaXUabh Vaid TXickl\.

µI dRn¶W like Walking WR Whe SRlice. BXW... I heaUd heU WhaW eYening.¶
µHeaUd heU?¶ SaXUabh Vaid, VXUSUiVed.

µI ZaV Rn m\ WeUUace WR Wake Whe dU\ clRWheV dRZn. I heaUd VcUeamV and
\elling. The MalhRWUaV aUe WhUee hRXVeV aZa\. CRnVideUing ZhaW haV
haSSened, I¶m nRZ VXUe Whe\ came fURm Whe MalhRWUaV¶ hRXVe.¶

We lRRked dRZn Whe URad. The WhUee hRXVeV beWZeen Whe GRelV and Whe
MalhRWUaV ZeUe aW a lRZeU heighW Whan WheiUV.

µWhaW did \RX heaU?¶ I Vaid.
µJXVW \elling. I cRXldn¶W heaU Whe ZRUdV.¶
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SaXUabh and I lRRked aW each RWheU.
µPleaVe dRn'W geW me inYRlYed ZiWh Whe SRlice. I VhRXldn¶W haYe Vaid

an\Whing,¶ Vhe Vaid in an an[iRXV YRice.
µTheUe Zill be nR WURXble, AXnW\,¶ SaXUabh Vaid. µThank \RX. ThiV

helSV.¶
µAcWXall\,¶ I Vaid, 'ma\ Ze Vee \RXU WeUUace?¶

We climbed XS Whe VWaiUV WR Ueach heU WeUUace. The eYening lighW gaYe me
a gRRd YieZ Rf Whe neighbRXUhRRd.

µI can Vee Whe MalhRWUa WeUUace fURm heUe. YRX didn¶W Vee an\Whing?¶ I
Vaid.

µIW ZaV mXch daUkeU WhaW da\. And afWeU m\ caWaUacW, iW¶V haUd...¶ HeU
YRice WUailed Rff.

µYRX heaUd heU?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µI heaUd \elling. And a VcUeam. DefiniWel\ a VcUeam.¶
µWhaW Wime?¶

µBeWZeen 7.30 and 8. M\ TV VeUial VWaUWV aW 8, VR iW ZaV definiWel\
befRUe WhaW.¶

µMale RU female YRiceV, AXnW\?¶ I Vaid.
µI cRXldn¶W Well. SRmeWimeV \RX jXVW heaU a nRiVe.¶
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CKDSWHU 9
I VeUYed Maggi nRRdleV cRRked ZiWh SaneeU and SeaV aV dinneU. SaXUabh

aWe like hiV XVXal Velf fRU Whe fiUVW Wime in ZeekV.
µSRUU\, I didn¶W leaYe mXch fRU \RX' SaXUabh Vaid, Waking eighW\ SeU cenW

Rf Whe nRRdleV fURm Whe VeUYing bRZl.
µI am haSS\ \RX aUe eaWing' I Vaid.
'FiUVW Wime \RX aSSURYe Rf me eaWing.¶

'Take anRWheU Zeek Rff. I Zill handle Rffice.¶ I Vmiled.
SaXUabh WZiUled hiV fRUk in Whe nRRdleV.

'When I ZaV in Whe aXWR, PUeUna Vaid Vhe ZanWed WR VhaUe VRmeWhing ZiWh
me. She Vaid Vhe ZRXld Well me Zhen I Ueached' he Vaid, VlXUSing XS Whe
nRRdleV.

µReall\? WhaW?¶ I Vaid.
µI haYe nR idea' SaXUabh Vaid and WRRk RXW hiV ShRne. He VcURlled

WhURXgh Rld chaWV and Uead Whem RXW. She Vaid, ³ZanW WR VhaUe VRmeWhing
VSecial I jXVW fRXnd RXW´.¶

'SeemV like gRRd neZV. SRmeWhing ZRUk-UelaWed \RX Whink?¶
µNR idea' SaXUabh Vaid.
'Tell me abRXW WhiV NamUaWa Taneja' I Vaid.

'YRX meW heU aW Whe engagemenW bUiefl\. In Whe back gaUden, UemembeU?¶
µYeV, bXW Well me mRUe.¶

µNamUaWa didi iV cR-CEO in EaWR. OldeU Whan PUeUna. ThiUW\-fiYe, I'd Va\.
The TanejaV aUe Whe MalhRWUaV¶ Rld famil\ fUiendV fURm AmUiWVaU.¶

µUnmaUUied?¶
µYeV.¶
µPUeUna gRW alRng ZiWh heU?¶

µI Whink VR. I meW heU a feZ WimeV. SeemV like a VW\liVh lad\. LiYed and
ZRUked abURad befRUe.¶

µWhaW abRXW heU famil\?¶
µTaneja Xncle liYeV in AmUiWVaU. He alVR haV a caU dealeUVhiS like

RameVh Xncle. The\ aUe SaUWneUV in VRme RWheU bXVineVV YenWXUe aV Zell.¶
I added VRme mRUe nRRdleV WR SaXUabh¶V SlaWe.

µHRZ ZaV PUeUna¶V UelaWiRnVhiS ZiWh heU famil\?¶ I Vaid.
µHeU dad ZaV SURXd Rf heU. She ZaV Whe Rnl\ Rne in Whe famil\ ZhR

became an enWUeSUeneXU like him?
µDid he eYeU VcRld heU? Did Whe\ haYe aUgXmenWV?¶
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µNRWhing majRU. She ZRUked haUd, came hRme laWe. He ZRXld Wick heU
Rff VRmeWimeV. ThaW¶V iW. PUeUna ZaV Whe VWaU Rf Whe famil\. NRbRd\ Ueall\
VcRlded heU?

'Oka\, Well me abRXW heU mRWheU?
µNeelam aXnW\? Oh, Zell, \RX haYe Veen heU. She iV a W\Sical dRcile

PXnjabi bahX. MRVWl\ in Whe kiWchen. NeYeU VSeakV a ZRUd againVW heU
hXVband. Dealing ZiWh diabeWeV, RWheUZiVe TXiWe a fRRdie?

I cRXld Vee WhaW, giYen heU laUge fUame.
µAn\Whing Rdd? HRZ ZaV Vhe ZiWh PUeUna?¶ µFUankl\, I Whink

Whe\ ZeUe nRW VR clRVe?
µMRWheU and daXghWeU nRW clRVe?¶

µYeah. PUeUna XVed WR Va\ heU mRWheU likeV Aja\ mRUe. T\Sical, \RX
knRZ. BeWa and all?

µAnd Aja\?¶
µSWXdiRXV kid. SWXd\ing fRU hiV bRaUdV. PUeUna lRYed him a lRW. NeYeU

menWiRned an\ iVVXe ZiWh him?
I nRdded.
µWhR cRXld haYe an iVVXe ZiWh PUeUna? She ZaV VR VZeeW, UemembeU?¶

SaXUabh Vaid.
I Vmiled. M\ mind ZenW WR Whe fiUVW Wime I meW PUema.
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Si[ PRQWhV agR
µTXck in \RXU VhiUW' SaXUabh Vaid WR me Zhile bXWWRning XS hiV RZn. We

had cRme WR LRdi²Whe GaUden ReVWaXUanW in LRdi GaUdenV. SaXUabh had
alUead\ meW PUeUna WZice and nRZ ZanWed m\ aSSURYal. Of cRXUVe, he had
alUead\ fallen in lRYe.

µThiV iV a URmanWic daWe kind Rf Slace. Wh\ heUe? I¶ll be Whe Rdd Rne
RXW' I Vaid. We VaW aW RXU Wable, XndeU Rne Rf Whe canRSieV. LanWeUnV liW XS Whe
Slace aV VXnlighW Zaned.

µShe iV cRming ZiWh heU cRXVin, Anjali' SaXUabh Vaid. He Sicked XS Whe
menX and Vcanned iW like a UadiRlRgiVW checkV an X-Ua\.

µDR \RX Whink Ze VhRXld RUdeU befRUe Whe\ aUUiYe?'
µSaXUabh, leW¶V Walk abRXW hRZ \RX ZanW WR SURceed ZiWh WhiV imSRUWanW

life deciViRn UaWheU Whan chRRVing aSSeWiVeUV.¶
µYRX meeW heU fiUVW. YRXU YieZ iV imSRUWanW WR me, bhai. Oka\, hRZ

abRXW a me]]e SlaWWeU?¶
µLRRkV like \RX haYe alUead\ made XS \RXU mind.¶ µWell, Whe

FUench fUieV lRRk gRRd WRR.¶
µI meanW made XS \RXU mind abRXW PUeUna, GRlX.¶

µOh. I¶m VWill WU\ing WR imSUeVV heU. ThaW iV Zh\ I chRVe WhiV fanc\ Slace.
I ZRXld UaWheU gR RXW fRU chaaW, RU VRme gRRd PXnjabi fRRd.¶

µGRlX, fRcXV.¶
µShh... HeUe Whe\ aUe.¶

I WXUned aURXnd. TZR giUlV enWeUed Whe UeVWaXUanW. The\ ZeUe Whe Vame
heighW and had Whe Vame faiU cRmSle[iRn. One Rf Whem ZaV RYeUZeighW and
Whe RWheU Rne ZaV VWick Whin. FURm Whe SicWXUeV and YideR callV, I cRXld
UecRgniVe PUeUna. She ZRUe a maURRn ValZaU kamee] ZiWh a mXVWaUd SUinW,
had VilYeU jhXmkaV in heU eaUV and a Win\ black bindi Rn heU fRUehead. A
laUge black leaWheU handbag filled ZiWh dRcXmenWV ZaV VlXng RYeU heU
VhRXldeU.

The giUl ZiWh PUeUna, heU cRXVin I SUeVXmed, ZRUe jeanV WRm aW Whe kneeV
and a ZhiWe T-VhiUW ZiWh VeYeUal Win\ hRleV, Zhich, I XndeUVWRRd, ZaV an
inWenWiRnal diVWUeVVed lRRk. She had VhRUW haiU, and ZiWh heU Whin fUame and
backSack, Vhe UeVembled a bR\ in middle VchRRl. PUeUna ZaYed aW SaXUabh
aV Whe\ Zalked WR RXU Wable.

He VWRRd XS WR giYe PUeUna a UeVWUained hXg.
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µHellR' SaXUabh Vaid, hiV YRice fRUmal, e\eV fi[ed Rn PUeUna. He
cRXldn¶W mRYe RU Va\ an\Whing elVe.

µYRX mXVW be KeVhaY' PUeUna Vaid and laXghed. 'YRXU fUiend iVn¶W
inWURdXcing XV/

µHXh' SaXUabh Vaid, cRming WR hiV VenVeV. 'NR, I mean, \eah, KeVhaY
WhiV iV PUeUna, m\.. .¶

He VWRSSed mid-VenWence, figXUing RXW Whe UighW label fRU WheiU cXUUenW
UelaWiRnVhiS VWaWXV.

µFUiend?¶ PUeUna Vmiled. µOU, WR be mRUe accXUaWe, SRWenWial maUUiage
candidaWe. FRU KeVhaY WR eYalXaWe?¶

µC¶mRn, PUeUna. ThaW iV nRW WUXe' SaXUabh Vaid.
I VhRRk handV ZiWh PUeUna.

µThiV iV Whe fiUVW Wime he haV bURXghW me WR meeW an\ giUl. I am gXeVVing
\RX aUe VSecial' I Vaid.

µShe VXUe iV. I¶m Anjali, b\ Whe Za\, Vince iW¶V Velf-inWURdXcWiRn da\'
PUeUna¶V cRXVin Vaid.

She had an AmeUican accenW. IW did nRW VRXnd fake like WhaW Rf WhRVe
SRVh Delhi kidV ZhR gRW an accenW b\ ZaWching The Big BaQg TheRU\ RU
FUieQdV Rn TV.

µOh, VRUU\, VRUU\. AnjX, meeW SaXUabh and KeVhaY. Anjali iV GeeWXbXa'V
daXghWeU fURm SeaWWle.¶

µNR mRUe SeaWWle. I am fURm heUe, NaWiRnal CaSiWal RegiRn, nRZ' Anjali
Vaid and laXghed. Ma\be iW ZaV heU lean fUame RU heU XnXVXal cRXldn¶W-caUe-
leVV caVXal Za\ Rf dUeVVing RU heU VWUange accenW, bXW I cRXldn¶W Wake m\
e\eV Rff heU.

I nRWiced WZR WaWWRRV. An eagle SRiVed fRU flighW Rn Whe Vide Rf heU neck,
and µMaa¶ inked in DeYanagaUi Rn heU lefW aUm. ChURme bangleV and a nRVe
Uing, WhUee Win\ VilYeU eaUUingV in each eaU. HRZ did Vhe eYeU Zalk WhURXgh a
meWal deWecWRU ZiWhRXW iW gRing cUa]\?

The WZR giUlV VaW in fURnW Rf XV. SaXUabh cRnWinXed WR lRRk aW PUeUna ZiWh
a SeUmanenW gUin Rn hiV face. SeYeUal mRmenWV SaVVed. SaXUabh didn¶W Va\ a
ZRUd. I lRRked aW Anjali, ZhR Veemed eTXall\ amXVed ZaWching Whe WZR
lRYebiUdV.

'OUdeU VRmeWhing?¶ PUeUna finall\ bURke Whe Vilence. She Sicked XS a
menX.

µYeV, \eV' SaXUabh Vaid, WU\ing WR VRXnd cRheUenW. µThaW¶V ZhaW I ZaV
Welling KeVhaY.¶
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'Oka\, hRZ abRXW Whe me]]e SlaWWeU, alRng ZiWh VRme FUench fUieV?¶
PUeUna Vaid.

SaXUabh lRRked aW PUeUna ZiWh hiV mRXWh RSen.
µWhaW?¶ Vaid PUeUna.
'ThaW¶V e[acWl\ ZhaW I ZaV gRing WR RUdeU.¶
'WhaWeYeU,¶ Anjali Vaid. µI haYe nRW cRme heUe WR eaW.

I haYe cRme WR meeW, if I ma\ Va\, m\ fXWXUe jijX.¶
'Shh.¶ PUeUna elbRZed Anjali.

Anjali laXghed haUd. HeU Whin fUame VhRRk aV Vhe cRYeUed heU mRXWh
ZiWh heU hand.

Wh\ cRXldn¶W I VWRS lRRking aW heU?
AfWeU Whe ZaiWeU WRRk RXU RUdeU, I Vaid, µSR, ZhaW dR \RX dR, Anjali?¶
µOh, me?¶ Anjali Vaid. µI am a badl\ Said, lRZl\ jRXUnaliVW aW The IQN!
µDRn¶W be mRdeVW. The IQN iV Rne Rf Whe hRWWeVW neZV SRUWalV UighW nRZ.

YRX head Whe VRcial and enYiURnmenWal iVVXeV deVk. TUXe RU nRW?¶ PUeUna
Vaid.

µOh, PUeUna didi, \RX dR make me feel beWWeU,¶ Anjali Vaid and laXghed.
µIW¶V Ueall\ inVSiUing, gX\V. WhaW Whe\ aUe dRing WheUe,¶ PUeUna Vaid.

Anjali VhUXgged.
'EnYiURnmenW? GUeaW, Delhi needV iW. LRRk aW Whe SRllXWiRn,¶ SaXUabh

Vaid.
'I agUee,¶ Anjali Vaid. µSR, dRing m\ biW.¶

µYRX mRYed heUe fURm SeaWWle?¶ I Vaid, m\ e\eV Rn heU nRVe Uing.
µYeah. I VWXdied jRXUnaliVm, fRcXVing Rn enYiURnmenWal iVVXeV.

GUadXaWed Zhen TUXmS came WR SRZeU. CRXldn¶W VWand Whe SRliWical
aWmRVSheUe WheUe. Came WR India. TR ZRUk and UecRnnecW ZiWh famil\.
HRSing WR make SeRSle in India caUe abRXW SRllXWiRn and climaWe change.¶

µTheVe aUe imSRUWanW iVVXeV²¶ I began, bXW PUeUna inWeUUXSWed me.
µGX\V,¶ PUeUna Vaid, fliSSing WhURXgh Whe menX again. µThiV Slace iV

fanc\, bXW \RX knRZ ZhaW I ZRXld lRYe?¶
µCleaUl\ climaWe change nRW aV imSRUWanW an iVVXe aV fRRd,¶ Anjali Vaid

in an aVide WR me.
µWiWh WhiV gX\? DefiniWel\ nRW,¶ I Vaid, SRinWing aW SaXUabh.
µWhaW, bhai?¶ SaXUabh Vaid, aWWenWiRn Rn hiV giUl. µSRUU\, ZhaW ZRXld

\RX like, PUeUna?¶
µMa\be I VRXnd middle claVV, bXW I ZRXld lRYe a chaaW and When VRme

WaVW\ nRUWh Indian fRRd' PUeUna Vaid.
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SaXUabh lRcked e\eV ZiWh PUeUna. ImaginaU\ fiUeZRUkV bXUVW in Whe Vk\.
He had fRXnd heU. The giUl Rf hiV dUeamV. FRUgeW SlaneWV maWching in
hRURVcRSeV. If Whe chRice Rf diVheV maWched, WhiV had WR be a maWch made in
heaYen.

µCan I Va\ VRmeWhing? TZR WhingV, acWXall\' SaXUabh Vaid, cRnWinXing WR
lRRk inWR PUeUna¶V e\eV.

µWhaW?¶
µOne, leW¶V leaYe WhiV Slace and jXVW gR WR UPSC Lane WR haYe chaaW.¶

µSXUe' PUeUna Vaid and Vmiled. µWhaW elVe?¶
µI Whink I am abVRlXWel\ cleaU nRZ' SaXUabh Vaid, VWanding XS fURm hiV

VeaW WR gR dRZn Rn a knee. µPUema MalhRWUa, Zill \RX maUU\ me?¶
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µTRR mXch, AXnW\, Ueall\,¶ I Vaid. BXW Neelam an\Za\ added WhUee mRUe

laddRRV WR m\ alUead\ cURZded SlaWe Rf VnackV.
Technicall\, SaXUabh and PUeUna¶V URka ZaV VXSSRVed WR be a Vmall

affaiU. PeRSle ZeUe Rnl\ meeWing fRU Wea. Of cRXUVe, a Vingle Wea VeVViRn in a
PXnjabi hRXVehRld RfWen haV mRUe calRUieV Whan Whe dail\ UecRmmended
calRUie inWake fRU a nRUmal-Vi]ed adXlW. On m\ SlaWe ZeUe chRle bhaWXUe, SaY
bhaji, hakka nRRdleV, dahi bhalla, gXlab jamXn, VamRVa and nRZ WhUee
laddRRV.

SaXUabh'V SaUenWV had aUUiYed in Whe mRUning. The\ lRYed fRRd WRR.
The\ fell in lRYe ZiWh Whe MalhRWUaV Whe mRmenW Whe\ ZeUe VeUYed kajX kaWli
eYen befRUe Whe\ enWeUed Whe hRXVe. The Zell-URXnded SaUenWV VaW ZiWh WheiU
Zell-URXnded VRn aV Whe\ aZaiWed WheiU Zell-URXnded bahX. Oka\, I¶m being
a biW mean heUe, bXW aW leaVW Zell-URXnded VRXndV beWWeU Whan RbeVe RU faW.

IW ZaV Whe fiUVW Wime I had gRne WR PUeUna¶V hRXVe, Whe imSUeVViYe WhUee-
VWRUe\ bXngalRZ in NeZ FUiendV CRlRn\. The gURXnd flRRU had been
emSWied RXW WR make VeaWing aUUangemenWV Rn Whe flRRU. OYeU Vi[W\ gXeVWV
filled Whe hall. LiWWle PXnjabi kidV cUiVV-cURVVed Whe liYing URRm, VSilling cRld
dUinkV alRng Whe Za\.

PUeUna ZRUe a gUeen lehenga ZiWh elabRUaWe gRld embURideU\ Rn iW.
SaXUabh ZRUe a cUeam-cRlRXUed VheU-Yani and WXUban. WiWh hiV VmRRWh
clean-VhaYen face, he lRRked like WhRVe RYeUgURZn kidV in a childUen¶V
WUadiWiRnal ZeaU cRmmeUcial. The URka ceUemRn\ VWaUWed ZiWh a Vmall SUa\eU
cRndXcWed b\ a SUieVW. AfWeU WhaW, SaXUabh¶V SaUenWV gaYe PUeUna a SaiU Rf
gRld bangleV aV Vagan, RU an aXVSiciRXV gifW. BRWh VideV e[changed inVane
amRXnWV Rf miWhai, VRme in baVkeWV VR hXge, \RX cRXld caUU\ an adXlW in iW.

µRameVh ji, \RX haYe ZRn RXU heaUWV ZiWh Whe khaWiUdaaUi and
hRVSiWaliW\,¶ Vaid P\aUe Lal MaheVh-ZaUi, SaXUabh¶V faWheU.

RameVh fRlded hiV handV. He VWRRd in Whe adeTXaWel\ Wimid SRVWXUe
e[SecWed fURm Whe giUl¶V faWheU.

µNRZ Vhe iV \RXUV' he Vaid.
µAUUe\, nRW \eW, RameVh ji. BXW leW XV fi[ a daWe faVW. WhaW dR \RX Va\,

SaXUabh beWa?¶ Vaid RRVhni, SaXUabh¶V mRWheU.
SaXUabh and PUeUna lRRked aW each RWheU. SaXUabh ZaV Uead\ WR geW

maUUied in Whe ne[W Rne hRXU, bXW PUema ZanWed a biW mRUe Wime. HeU VWaUWXS
VWill needed aWWenWiRn. She Vaid Vhe ZanWed WR enjR\ Slanning heU Zedding aV
Zell.
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µWh\ nRW dR bRWh? RXn Whe cRmSan\ and Slan Whe Zedding aW Whe Vame
Wime?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.

µLeW¶V fi[ Whe engagemenW aW leaVW,¶ RameVh Vaid.
BefRUe PUeUna cRXld UeVSRnd, a Wall, fiW man in hiV laWe WhiUWieV enWeUed

Whe URRm caUU\ing a gXiWaU. He held Whe hand Rf an eldeUl\ lad\.
µAdiW\a chachX. Finall\. WheUe ZeUe \RX?¶ PUeUna Vaid, lRRking XS aW

heU handVRme Vi[-fRRW Xncle, ZhR lRRked \RXngeU Whan hiV age.
µHad WR bUing Maaji dRZn. An\Za\, I haYe a VSecial VRng fRU \RX,¶

AdiW\a Vaid.
PUeUna¶V gUandmRWheU, VilYeU-haiUed NiUmala MalhRWUa, RU Maaji, VlRZl\

Zalked acURVV Whe URRm. She ZRUe a ZhiWe Vilk ValZaU kamee] and WZR
heaY\ gRld necklaceV. She VaW Rn a chaiU UighW behind Whe cRXSle Rf Whe
mRmenW. PUeUna and SaXUabh WRXched heU feeW.

µMXnda VRna hai, VehaW hai,¶ Maaji Vaid²Whe bR\ iV gRRd-lRRking and
healWh\. FRU PXnjabiV, faW iV VehaW, RU healWh.

µThank \RX, Maaji,¶ Vaid SaXUabh, beaming.
µWheUe¶V Anjali?¶ PUema Vaid.

µI WRld heU WR change. She ZanWed WR cRme dRZn in VhiUW and jeanV. IV
WhiV Whe Za\ a giUl dUeVVeV aW a fXncWiRn like WhiV?¶ Maaji Vaid.

AW WhaW mRmenW, Anjali enWeUed Whe URRm in a \ellRZ kXUWi ZiWh gRld
embURideU\ and a SaiU Rf black WighWV. She ZaV VWill XndeUdUeVVed cRmSaUed
WR Whe UeVW Rf Whe gXeVWV. SaXUabh VaZ me VWaUing aW Anjali and fURZned.

Maaji ZaV handed a SlaWe ZiWh heU VhaUe Rf WhRXVand calRUieV Rn iW.
µI Zill feed heU,¶ BindX Vaid, SXlling XS a chaiU ne[W WR heU mRWheU. She

had dUeVVed in a Ued and gRld VaUee, heU haiU RbYiRXVl\ VW\led in a SaUlRXU, a
deSaUWXUe fURm heU RWheUZiVe VWiff cXUlV. She had alVR giYen XS heU
VSecWacleV fRU Whe eYening.

AV Maaji aWe heU VecRnd VamRVa, Vhe began WR cU\.
She VSRke lRXdl\ in PXnjabi, addUeVVing eYeU\Rne.

µIf RameVh¶V dadd\ ZaV heUe, he ZRXld be VR haSS\, kinne khXVh hRnde
Vi' Vhe Vaid beWZeen VRbV.

RameVh, BindX and Neelam nRdded VRlemnl\.
µRameVh¶V dadd\ had Veen VXch WRXgh WimeV. He neYeU VWa\ed aURXnd WR

Vee an\ Rf WhiV' Maaji Vaid. She VSUead heU handV, WR indicaWe Whe e[SanVe Rf
Whe liYing URRm and Whe aUUa\ Rf gifWV Rn Whe flRRU.

Maaji VhRXld haYe VWRSSed heU VSeech UighW heUe, Zhile Rn a high nRWe.
She didn¶W.
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µI ZaV Rne \eaU Rld Zhen m\ SaUenWV had WR mRYe fURm LahRUe WR
AmUiWVaU. The\ hid me in a baVkeW Rf aSSleV. Like WhiV Rne.¶

She SRinWed WR Rne Rf Whe fUXiW baVkeWV. She cRnWinXed, 'I ZaV Rnl\
eighWeen Zhen I maUUied RameVh¶V dadd\. He ZaV jXVW a VimSle VcRRWeU
mechanic.'

EYeU\ gXeVW aW Whe SaUW\ had WXned in WR Maaji.
µLRRk aW m\ RameVh. When RameVh¶V dadd\ SaVVed aZa\, he UaiVed

WhiV enWiUe famil\. He XVed WR ZRUk in Whe gaUage. BRUURZed mRne\ WR RSen
a Vmall VcRRWeU dealeUVhiS.¶

RameVh Ueached behind Maaji and SUeVVed heU VhRXldeU. She gUabbed
hiV ZUiVW.

µBeWa, GRd VhRXld giYe a child like \RX WR eYeU\Rne. And a bahX like
Neelam. She UaiVed AdiW\a, GeeWX and BindX beWWeU Whan I cRXld. NeYeU
UaiVed e\ebURZV like WhRVe eYil TV VeUial bahXV Zhen RameVh did WhingV fRU
hiV famil\.¶

Neelam Veemed haSSil\ VXUSUiVed aW Whe Xne[SecWed SUaiVe fURm heU
mRWheU-in-laZ.

µScRRWeU dealeUVhiS WR MaUXWi dealeUVhiS WR PRcha dealeUVhiS. IW¶V nR
jRke.¶

µNRW SRcha, Maaji. PRUVche caUV. PRU-Vha\' RameVh Vaid.
Maaji ignRUed heU eldeU VRn and ZenW Rn.

µFURm an eighW\-\aUd-SlRW hRXVe in AmUiWVaU WR WhiV Salace in Delhi. MUV
GRel ZaV Welling me Vhe checked Rn MagicBUickV. A kRWhi like WhiV ZRXld
cRVW WhiUW\ cURUeV.¶

µMaaji, SleaVe' RameVh ZhiVSeUed, hRSing hiV mRWheU ZRXld cXUb heU
enWhXViaVm a liWWle. She ignRUed him.

µB\ GRd¶V gUace, m\ VRn haV achieYed VR mXch. And WRda\, VXch a
beaXWifXl da\. Thank \RX, WahegXUX.¶

All Rf PUema¶V famil\ membeUV WeaUed XS a liWWle. I Whink SaXUabh did
WRR.

The gXeVWV claSSed, nRW Rnl\ RXW Rf genXine aSSUeciaWiRn fRU Maaji¶V
VSeech, bXW SeUhaSV alVR WR Well heU WR end iW.

The eYening cRnWinXed ZiWh eYeU\Rne Waking WXUnV WR bleVV Whe cRXSle
and VWXffing WheiU mRXWhV ZiWh VRmeWhing VZeeW.

Finall\, Whe miWhai-feeding became WRR mXch eYen fRU SaXUabh.
µEnRXgh, BindX bXa' SaXUabh Vaid, mRXWh fXll Rf beVan laddRR.
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µNRWhing iV enRXgh WRda\. YRX aUe RXU VRn fURm WRda\' BindX Vaid. I
Whink SaXUabh¶V SaUenWV VhifWed a liWWle in WheiU VeaWV aW WhiV aSSURSUiaWiRn.

AdiW\a VWUXmmed hiV gXiWaU WR geW eYeU\Rne¶V aWWenWiRn.
µHellR, eYeU\Rne' AdiW\a Vaid in hiV hXVk\ YRice. µI am Adi, PUeUna¶V

chachX. I am Whe RWheU bURWheU. The Rne ZhR didn¶W dR mXch fRU hiV famil\
like hiV ama]ing bURWheU, RameVh.¶

PUeUna, Anjali and Aja\ bURke inWR µaZZV¶ WR negaWe hiV cRmmenW.
AdiW\a Vmiled and flXng back hiV cXUl\ haiU aV he WRRk SRViWiRn WR Sla\ hiV
gXiWaU.

µTR m\ liWWle niece' he Vaid, µZhR makeV XV VR SURXd.¶
He Vang a Hindi VRng, RUiginall\ abRXW bURWheUV and ViVWeUV, bXW UeSlaced

µViVWeU¶ ZiWh µniece¶ in Whe l\UicV.
PhRRORQ Na WaaURQ Na, Vab Na NehQa hai
EN ha]aURQ PeiQ, PeUi bhaWiji hai...

The UeVW Rf Whe eYening inYRlYed alcRhRl, a lRcal PXnjabi DJ, mRUe fRRd
and eYen mRUe fRRd. SaXUabh ZenW menWal Rn Whe dance flRRU. HiV fUanWic
mRYeV SURbabl\ caXVed hiV ZRXld-be in-laZV WR haYe VecRnd WhRXghWV abRXW
WheiU damaad. I had WR accRmSan\ him Rn Whe dance flRRU, Rf cRXUVe. AlRng
ZiWh a dR]en RWheU PXnjabi XncleV and aXnWV, Ze did an inWenVe bhangUa.

LaWeU, I VaZ Anjali leaning againVW Whe Zall and ZenW XS WR heU.
µYRX¶Ue nRW dancing?¶ I Vaid.
µI ZRXld, bXW m\ ankle iV VSUained.¶
µOh. WhaW haSSened?¶
µCRme Rn, dRn¶W fXVV RYeU me. I¶m nRW XVed WR iW.¶
µNR, VeUiRXVl\, ZhaW haSSened?¶
µTUekking WUiS. TZiVWed iW Zhile deVcending.'
µYRX WUek?¶

µI¶m nRW jXVW a bRUing deVk-jRb jRXUnaliVW. I lRYe naWXUe. TUekking iV m\
SaVViRn.¶

µCRRl. WheUe did \RX WUek?¶
µJXVW came back fURm Manali. LaWeU WhiV \eaU I mighW dR Whe EYeUeVW

BaVe CamS.¶
µYRX Zill climb EYeUeVW?¶ I Vaid, e\eV Zide.

µJXVW Whe baVe camS' Anjali Vaid and laXghed. µIW¶V ZheUe EYeUeVW
WUekkeUV VWaUW WheiU jRXUne\.¶

µIW¶V VWill imSUeVViYe' I Vaid.

Downloaded from https://www.studycrux.com



µI¶Ye climbed Vince I ZaV liWWle. M\ VWeSdad XVed WR Wake me, in hiV
beWWeU mRRdV. I cRnWinXed eYen in bRaUding VchRRl.¶

µOh' I Vaid. µAUe \RXU SaUenWV heUe?¶
µNR, Whe\ cRXldn¶W cRme fRU WhiV fURm SeaWWle. The\ Zill cRme fRU Whe

Zedding.¶
SaXUabh had WRld me Anjali¶V mRWheU, GeeWX, had maUUied a cab dUiYeU,

JRgi, in Whe US. She had mRYed WheUe VeYeUal decadeV agR. The\ VSliW XS,
and GeeWX maUUied GUeg DaYiV, an AmeUican VchRRlWeacheU in SeaWWle.

µAn\Za\, Zh\ all WhiV bRUing Walk? YRX gR WR Whe dance flRRU. GiYe \RXU
fUiend cRmSan\' Anjali Vaid.

I Vmiled and Zalked back WR Whe makeVhifW dance flRRU made Rf SlaVWic
ZiWh bUighW mXlWicRlRXUed lighWV beneaWh iW. The VRng Bab\ DROO VWaUWed.
SaXUabh mRYed hiV hiSV like SXnn\ LeRne did in Whe RUiginal. Oka\, VWRS
GRlX, I ZanWed WR Well him. The\ cRXld Vee WhiV and VWill back RXW.

µBhai, I am VR haSS\' he Vaid in Whe middle Rf Whe VRng. µNRZ I
XndeUVWand ZhaW \RX meanW Zhen \RX WRld me abRXW lRYe. IW Ueall\ iV an
ama]ing feeling.'

I VhUXgged and Vmiled.
µWhaW, bhai? YRX aUe nRW haSS\?¶ SaXUabh Vaid, mRYing hiV handV aV he

VSRke WR me.
µI am haSS\ fRU \RX.¶

µYRX VhRXld alVR find VRmeRne, fall in lRYe and geW maUUied. IW¶V
beaXWifXl.¶

µNeYeU gRing WR haSSen, GRlX.¶
µWh\? HRZ lRng Zill \RX keeS making me meeW WheVe meaningleVV

TindeU bhabhiV?¶
I laXghed and lRRked aW Anjali again.

µNRW heU, bhai. PleaVe SURmiVe me \RX Zill nRW VeaUch fRU hRRk-XSV in
PUeUna¶V famil\.¶

µWhaW?¶ I Vaid. µOf cRXUVe nRW.¶
µI VaZ \RX Walk WR heU.¶

µI called heU WR dance. She¶V WZiVWed heU ankle. ThaW¶V all Ze VSRke
abRXW.¶

µYRX VXUe?¶ SaXUabh Vaid, and began WR mRYe again WR Whe SXnn\ LeRne
VRng.

µYeV. And WhaW¶V nRW Whe VWeS. YRX haYe WR mRYe like a VeUSenW. LeW me
VhRZ \RX' I Vaid.
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CKDSWHU 12
PUeUna and SaXUabh¶V engagemenW ceUemRn\ UeVembled Whe cRURnaWiRn

Rf a SUince in a Vmall kingdRm. Held in NeZ FUiendV ClXb, iW had a bXdgeW
Rf fifW\ lakh UXSeeV.

µNR, nR, abVRlXWel\ nR' SaXUabh Vaid. RameVh had SUeVenWed him ZiWh a
VeW Rf ke\V. WeUe Whe\ Ueall\ RffeUing him a VRlkVZagen JeWWa? And ZaV he
Ueall\ Va\ing nR?

µYRX e[Slain WR him' RameVh Vaid WR SaXUabh¶V SaUenWV. The\ jXVW
Vmiled, aV if WRXched b\ WheiU Rnl\ VRn¶V geneURViW\. DeeS inVide, Whe\
ZRndeUed ZhaW Whe hell SaXUabh ZaV dRing. SRmeWimeV iW iV nRW dRZU\, iW iV
lRYe, iVn¶W iW? EVSeciall\ Zhen iW inYRlYeV a VRlkVZagen.

µShe iV all I need' SaXUabh Vaid, SRinWing WR hiV neZ fiancee. PUeUna ZRUe
an RUange lehenga, Zhich had cRVW WZR lakh UXSeeV. She¶d gRW heU make-XS
and haiU dRne b\ a SURfeVViRnal, Zhich had a VeSaUaWe bill Rf fifW\ WhRXVand
bXckV.

The cRXSle VaW Rn WZR WhURneV in a hall in Whe clXb. GXeVWV WRRk WXUnV WR
bleVV Whem, Rne aW a Wime.

I VWRRd neaU Whe cRXSle, ZRndeUing hRZ VWURng Whe VWage ZaV WR Wake Whe
ZeighW Rf VR man\ RYeUZeighW PXnjabi UelaWiYeV.

M\ SaUenWV had cRme WR aWWend Whe engagemenW fURm AlZaU aV Zell.
AfWeU bleVVing Whe cRXSle, m\ faWheU and mRWheU made fRU Whe dinneU bXffeW.
M\ mRWheU came XS WR me.

µYRX VhRXld alVR cRnVideU VeWWling dRZn' Vhe Vaid, SlaWe in hand.
µNRW fRU me' I Vaid.
µWhaW dR \RX mean?¶

'NRWhing. And ViW and eaW SURSeUl\, Ma. Wh\ aUe \RX VWanding? GR,
SaXUabh¶V SaUenWV aUe ViWWing WheUe' I Vaid.

AfWeU m\ mRWheU lefW, AdiW\a WaSSed m\ VhRXldeU.
µBRUed?¶ he Vaid.
µHXh? NR, I¶m fine.¶

µCRme, leW'V hang in Whe back gaUden' he Vaid, and Vignalled fRU me WR
fRllRZ him.

Anjali VaW Rn a bench XndeU a WUee in Whe back\aUd. She had a glaVV Rf
ZhiVke\ in Rne hand and a cigaUeWWe in Whe RWheU.

Ah, Whe beVW man aUUiYeV' Vhe Vaid Zhen Vhe VaZ me ZiWh AdiW\a.
µHe ZaV lRRking lRVW' AdiW\a Vaid.
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BRWh Rf Whem laXghed. AdiW\a WRRk RXW a bRWWle Rf Black Label ZhiVke\
and WZR glaVVeV fURm XndeU Whe bench. He SRXUed Whe gRlden liTXid inWR Whe
glaVVeV.

µCheeUV' I Vaid aV I acceSWed Rne.
µDid \RX Vee? YRXU fUiend UejecWed a nice caU' Anjali Vaid.

µThaW¶V ZhR he iV' I Vaid.
µI¶m imSUeVVed' Anjali Vaid. µNRW ZhaW I e[SecW Indian men WR dR.¶
µI cRXld XVe WhaW caU. If Rnl\ Bhai\a ZRXld giYe iW WR me.¶ AdiW\a

laXghed.
µShXW XS, AdiW\a. SRUU\, I meanW dRn¶W Va\ WhaW, AdiW\a mamX' Anjali

cRUUecWed heUVelf. µSRUU\, mamX. Didn¶W mean WR Walk like WhaW.¶
µIW¶V Rka\' AdiW\a Vaid. 'If \RX can dUink and VmRke XS ZiWh me, \RX can

addUeVV me b\ m\ fiUVW name and Walk WR me like a fUiend WRR. KeVhaY?¶
He RffeUed me Whe cigaUeWWe. IW didn¶W Vmell like WRbaccR.
µJXVW VRme Manali haVh, dRn¶W ZRUU\' Anjali Vaid. µBURXghW iW back fURm

m\ WUek.¶
I WRRk a SXff. The VmRke WRXched m\ inVideV and made me feel calmeU.

I handed Whe jRinW WR Anjali. She WRRk a dUag.
'Ah, WhiV iV gRRd' Vhe Vaid.

I nRWiced Anjali ZaV ZeaUing Whe Vame WRUn jeanV Vhe had Rn Zhen I¶d
fiUVW meW heU and PUeUna. She alVR ZRUe a lRng ZhiWe kXUWi ZiWh VilYeU
embelliVhmenWV WhRXgh, SeUhaSV WR Sacif\ all Whe aXnWV.

µI dRn¶W XndeUVWand, Anjali. On Whe Rne hand, Bhai\a Va\V bXVineVV iV
nRW gRRd Zhen I aVk fRU mRne\, Rn Whe RWheU, lRRk aW WhiV laYiVh engagemenW'
AdiW\a Vaid.

µIndian dadV lRVe all UaWiRnaliW\ Zhen iW cRmeV WR WheiU daXghWeUV¶
ZeddingV. AlVR, PUeUna didi iV SaUWl\ Sa\ing fRU WhiV fXncWiRn.¶

µAnd ZhaW abRXW Whe caU? A fUeaking JeWWa? AV an engagemenW gifW
fRUWheiU damaad?¶

µInVide VWRU\ iV, Uncle kneZ SaXUabh ZRXld Va\ nR. He had VWUicWl\ Vaid
nR eYen WR Win\ gifWV. RameVh Xncle WhRXghW, Zh\ nRW dR Whe gUand geVWXUe
an\Za\? The caU iV neYeU gRing WR leaYe Whe VhRZURRm.¶

µReall\?¶ I Vaid.
Anjali Zinked aW me and laXghed. AdiW\a laXghed haUd WRR, caXVing hiV

cXUl\ haiU WR Vhake a liWWle.
µHe VhRXld haYe Waken iW. I ZRXld haYe lRYed WR Vee Bhai\a¶V face,¶

AdiW\a Vaid beWZeen SealV Rf laXghWeU.
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Anjali dUank heU ZhiVke\ bRWWRmV XS. She held RXW heU glaVV fRU mRUe.
µI¶Ye had a VhiW Zeek aW ZRUk. I need WhiV.¶
AdiW\a SRXUed heU anRWheU dUink.

µAW leaVW \RX haYe ZRUk,¶ AdiW\a Vaid and laXghed. µLRRk aW me. SiWWing
aURXnd in m\ hRXVe all da\.¶

µIW¶V nRW jXVW a hRXVe. IW¶V \RXU VWXdiR WRR,¶ Anjali Vaid.
µYeah, bXW, ZhaW am I eYen dRing WheUe? LaVW VRng I SXW XS Rn YRXTXbe

gRW WhUee WhRXVand YieZV. ThaW¶V iW.¶
µIW¶V a gRRd VRng. I lRYe iW.¶
µWhR caUeV? NRbRd\,¶ AdiW\a Vaid.
µAnd WhaW gig aW Taj? In Whe baU?¶

µBhai\a Vaid nR. He Vaid hRZ can Whe bURWheU Rf Whe RZneU Rf MalhRWUa
MRWRUV ZRUk in a baU? I mighW Wake anRWheU Rne aW Whe Leela WhRXgh. Bhai\a
neYeU gReV WheUe. He ZRn'W find RXW.¶

µRameVh Xncle iV VR UegUeVViYe VRmeWimeV, eeVh,¶ Anjali Vaid.
µI¶m VXUe I Zill be Velling caUV VRRn.¶ AdiW\a VmiUked.

µNR. PleaVe dRn¶W. YRX aUe WRR cRRl fRU WhaW. M\ URckVWaU mamX.¶
AdiW\a¶V ShRne Uang. IW ZaV Rne Rf hiV UelaWiYeV WR Va\ WhaW Whe\ needed

him inVide. He e[cXVed himVelf and lefW. Anjali and I VaW Rn Whe bench, ne[W
WR each RWheU.

µWhaW haSSened aW ZRUk?¶ I Vaid, mRUe WR make cRnYeUVaWiRn Whan
an\Whing elVe.

µPeRSle geWWing fiUed. Media VXckV UighW nRZ,¶ Anjali Vaid, dangling heU
feeW.

µYeV, FacebRRk and GRRgle aUe Waking all Whe adV. IV \RXU jRb Vafe
WhRXgh?¶

µFRU nRZ, \eV. LXck\ m\ bR\fUiend fRXnded The Ink, UighW?¶ Anjali
WRRk a SXff Rf Whe jRinW.

µOh,¶ I Vaid. A Winge Rf Sain and diVaSSRinWmenW Uan WhURXgh me. I
Uefilled m\ glaVV.

µOh ZhaW?¶ Vhe Vaid.
µDidn¶W UealiVe \RX had a bR\fUiend.¶

µWh\? I Veem WhaW XnlRYable?¶ Anjali bXUVW RXW laXghing.
µNR. SRUU\, jXVW didn'W knRZ.¶

µI mRYed WR India fRU WhiV idiRW, PaUag. Damn, I mXVW be high. I neYeU
admiW WhiV,¶ Vhe Vaid and held XS heU glaVV.

µPaUag iV \RXU..
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µBR\fUiend VlaVh bRVV. YeV,¶ Vhe Vaid and laXghed. µMa\be fiance and
hXVband Rne da\.¶ She SRinWed WR Whe feVWiYiWieV inVide. µOf cRXUVe, I¶m nRW
gRing WR dR all WhiV ZaVWefXl PXnjabi dUama.¶

µEYeU\Rne haV a UighW WR celebUaWe Whe Za\ Whe\ ZanW,¶ I Vaid.
µHRZ nRn-jXdgemenWal Rf \RX. An\Za\, The Ink had la\RffV. SXckV. We

aUe a lefW-Zing SXblicaWiRn. NRbRd\ in WhiV cRXnWU\ ZanWV WR heaU lefW-Zing
YieZV an\mRUe.¶

µThaW¶V nRW WUXe,¶ I Vaid.
'The\ dRn¶W ZanW WR Uead abRXW hRZ HindXV and MXVlimV aUe being

diYided. OU WhaW SRllXWiRn iV a hXge iVVXe. OU WheUe aUe VWill caVWe-baVed
aWURciWieV. NRbRd\ clickV Rn WhRVe aUWicleV. The\ ZanW, I dRn¶W knRZ, fUee
fRRd deliYeUieV, I gXeVV.¶

µTheVe aUWicleV dR VRXnd a biW deSUeVVing,¶ I Vaid.
µThe\ aUe UeleYanW,¶ Anjali Vaid, heU YRice fiUm.
µOf cRXUVe.¶

µThaW¶V Zh\ Ze ZUiWe Whem. ThaW¶V ZhaW makeV me VWick aURXnd. A
VenVe Rf faiUneVV and jXVWice. Well, WhaW and PaUag.¶

µI¶m VXUe \RX gX\V Zill find \RXU aXdience. PRliWicV alZa\V haV WZR
VideV. TheUe Zill alZa\V be WakeUV fRU bRWh.¶

µHRSe iW haSSenV VRRn. An\Za\, m\ jRb VhRXld be Vafe. I VleeS ZiWh Whe
bRVV,¶ Anjali Vaid and laXghed.

I keSW a SRkeU face, XnVXUe Rf hRZ I VhRXld UeVSRnd. Damn, Whe Rne giUl
I liked in \eaUV ZaV Waken. ThaW VXcked Za\ mRUe Whan la\RffV.

µYRX ZanW WR gR inVide?' I Vaid.
µHRneVWl\, nR. I haWe iW WheUe. All WheVe SeRSle decked XS in WheiU

jeZelleU\ like RXVVian c]aUV. PUeWending WR lRYe and caUe, bXW eVVenWiall\
VhRZing Rff hRZ Uich Whe\ aUe.¶

µYRX Ueall\ aUe a lefW-Zing cUXVadeU, aUen¶W \RX?¶ I Vaid.
µI dRn¶W knRZ ZhR I am' Anjali Vaid, heU YRice VlXUUing aV Whe ZhiVke\

and maUijXana WRRk effecW. µM\ head iV VSinning.¶
She WXUned VideZa\V and Slaced heU head Rn m\ laS. LifWing heU legV,

Vhe VWUaighWened Whem Rn Whe bench.
µAh, nice,¶ Vhe Vaid. µLRRk aW Whe WUeeV and Whe VWaUV abRYe. NRWhing

flaVh\, PXnjabi RU caSiWaliVW abRXW Whem. YeW VR gUand and magnificenW.¶
She WRRk anRWheU dUag Rf Whe jRinW and SaVVed iW WR me. I benW fRUZaUd

WRZaUdV heU WR Wake iW. OXU e\eV meW. I didn¶W nRWice SaXUabh enWeU Whe back
gaUden.
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µKeVhaY, \RX aUe heUe? Been lRRking fRU \RX all RYeU,¶ SaXUabh VhRXWed.
I WRRk m\ e\eV Rff Anjali¶V face and WXUned WRZaUdV SaXUabh. TheUe ZaV

a lad\ ZiWh him.
µOh, hi' I Vaid.
Anjali lifWed heU head fURm m\ laS.

µHi, SaXUabh' Vhe Vaid, µand hellR NamUaWa didi, \RX lRRk ama]ing.¶
µWhaW aUe \RX dRing heUe, KeVhaY?¶ SaXUabh Vaid, ignRUing Anjali¶V

gUeeWing. FURm a diVWance and in Whe daUkneVV, he had SURbabl\ WhRXghW Ze
ZeUe VhaUing mRUe Whan a cigaUeWWe.

µJXVW came fRU VRme aiU' I Vaid.
SaXUabh Veemed XSVeW. HRZeYeU, he Uemained VilenW.
µHi, I'm NamUaWa. PUeUna¶V SaUWneU aW EaWR' Whe lad\ inWURdXced heUVelf.

She ZRUe a magenWa UaZ Vilk VaUee ZiWh a Ued bRUdeU. In heU eaUl\ WhiUWieV,
Vhe had ZaiVWlengWh haiU, Zhich cRmSlemenWed heU VhaUS feaWXUeV.

µSaXUabh WRld me abRXW \RX' I Vaid. µCRngUaWV Rn all Whe VXcceVV.¶
µLRng Za\ WR gR. LRWV Rf SUeVVXUe Zhen \RX haYe VR man\ inYeVWRUV

Uiding Rn \RX.¶
µLRYel\ VaUee, didi' Anjali Vaid. µWRXld \RX like a dUink?¶

NamUaWa VhRRk heU head. µYRX knRZ I dRn¶W dUink.'
µSaXUabh?¶ Anjali Vaid. SaXUabh VhRRk hiV head aV Zell.
µPeRSle aUe dancing inVide. I dRn¶W geW engaged eYeU\ da\. WRXld \RX

like WR cRnWinXe \RXU mRRnlighW baU heUe RU dance aW \RXU beVW fUiend¶V
engagemenW?¶ SaXUabh Vaid. CleaUl\, Whe gURRm ZaV angU\.

µOf cRXUVe' Anjali Vaid. µIW¶V PUeUna didi¶V engagemenW. We haYe WR
dance. And I dRn¶W haYe an\ bURken ankleV WRda\.¶

Anjali and NamUaWa Zalked ahead Rf XV aV Ze ZenW back in. SaXUabh
VSRke WR me Zhen Whe\ ZeUe RXW Rf heaUing diVWance.

µWhaW Whe hell ZeUe \RX dRing?¶
µSRUU\, GRlX. JXVW came RXW fRU VRme aiU. AdiW\a chachX and Anjali

RffeUed a dUink and...¶
µWheUe¶V chachX?¶ SaXUabh inWeUUXSWed me.
I lRRked aURXnd.
µHe jXVW ZenW in.¶
µShe¶V m\ Zife¶V UelaWiYe, KeVhaY.¶

µWhaW?¶ I Vaid, VXUSUiVed. When SaXUabh callV me b\ m\ name inVWead
Rf µbhai¶, he¶V definiWel\ XSVeW.

µShe¶V PUeUna¶V fiUVW cRXVin. NRW Rne Rf \RXU TindeU hRRk-XSV.¶
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µWhaW aUe \RX Walking abRXW?¶ I Vaid.
µI VaZ heU in \RXU laS. YRXU mRXWhV ZeUe²¶

µWe ZeUe VmRking XS. She la\ dRZn. I did nRWhing,¶ I Vaid, inWeUUXSWing
him.

µE[acWl\. When dR \RX eYeU dR an\Whing? YRXU chaUm SXllV giUlV WR \RX,
iVn¶W iW?¶

µGRlX, nRWhing ZaV haSSening. She haV a VeUiRXV bR\fUiend.¶
µJXVW VhRZ VRme UeVSecW, Rka\? PaUenWV aUe heUe.¶
µI VZeaU²¶
He cXW me Rff mid-VenWence.

µYRX fRXnd nR beWWeU Slace WR VmRke Zeed Whan m\ engagemenW?
NamUaWa didi VaZ iW. NRZ Vhe Zill Well PUeUna. WhaW Zill Vhe Whink Rf me?¶

We Zalked in Vilence. I SXW an aUm aURXnd SaXUabh¶V VhRXldeU.
'GRlX, chill. LiVWen, befRUe Ze gR in and dance ...¶

SaXUabh VWRSSed mid-VWeS.
µWhaW?¶ he Vaid.
µTheUe¶V Black Label XndeU Whe bench,¶ I Vaid.
µM\ SaUenWV ZRn¶W like iW,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µOne ViS.¶
We Uan back. He WRRk a feZ TXick chXgV fURm Whe bRWWle.

µDRn¶W fXck aURXnd in PUeUna¶V famil\,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µI ZRn¶W,¶ I Vaid. µI VZeaU, I didn¶W eYen Whink Rf iW. NRZ cRme, leW¶V gR

in and VhRZ Whe MalhRWUaV RXU famRXV cRckURach dance.¶
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µThe famil\ VeemV nRUmal' I Vaid, cRming back fURm Whe
memRUieV Rf RXU embaUUaVVing cRckURach dance. µLike an\ RWheU
PXnjabi famil\?

µWe need WR Vee Whe famil\ WeVWimRnieV' SaXUabh Vaid.
IW ZaV midnighW. SaXUabh ZaV ViSSing Rn a cXS Rf hRW chRcRlaWe.

µWe VhRXld meeW RWheU SeRSle in PUema¶V life WRR.
Like NamUaWa' I Vaid. µAn\Rne elVe?¶

µTheUe¶V Whe e[-bR\fUiend.¶
µE[-bR\fUiend?¶

µLRng befRUe me. DXUing heU fiUVW jRb. I neYeU WRld \RX.¶
µWhaW dR \RX knRZ abRXW him?¶

µShe XVed WR ZRUk aW KRWak MahindUa Bank befRUe VWaUWing EaWR.
She daWed WhiV gX\ NeeUaj WheUe. The\ bURke XS. IW¶V SaUW Rf Whe UeaVRn
Zh\ Vhe TXiW.¶

'WhaW haSSened?¶
µPUeUna neYeU WRld me mXch. He bURke XS ZiWh heU fRU VWXSid

UeaVRnV. She ZaV heaUWbURken. LaWeU he ZanWed WR geW back. BXW PUeUna
TXiW Whe bank and mRYed Rn.¶

µThe\ ZeUe VWill in WRXch?¶
µNR idea' SaXUabh Vaid. µSXch a lRVeU WR leaYe VRmeRne like

PUeUna.¶
µNR, \RX can¶W make cRSieV' Singh Vaid.

We VaW facing him in hiV UamVhackle Rffice Rn cUeak\ ZRRden
chaiUV. A bURZn fRldeU ZiWh a bXnch Rf lRRVe ZhiWe VheeWV la\ in fURnW
Rf XV.

µCan Ze Wake SicWXUeV Rn RXU ShRneV?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µYRX Whink I¶m an idiRW?¶ Singh Vaid.
Tn ZhaW VenVe, ViU?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µWhaW?¶ Singh Vaid.
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µNR, ViU. He meanV, ³NR, ViU, \RX aUe nRW an idiRW´,¶ I haVWil\ Vaid.
µWhaW¶V Whe diffeUence in Waking ShRWRV and making cRSieV?¶ Singh Vaid.
µPicWXUeV aUe eaV\ WR Wake. SaYeV SaSeU WRR' SaXUabh Vaid.
µYRX Whink I am nRW leWWing \RX Wake cRSieV WR VaYe SaSeU? WhaW dR \RX

Whink I am? An enYiURnmenWal acWiYiVW like WhaW GUeaW ThXndeU giUl?¶ Singh
Vaid, nRZ YiVibl\ agiWaWed.

µNR, ViU. YRX aUe a SRlice inVSecWRU. NRW GUeWa ThXn-beUg,¶ I Vaid.
µE[acWl\. I dRn¶W ZanW WheVe WeVWimRnieV leaking RXW WR Whe media. The\

aUe SaUW Rf an RngRing inYeVWigaWiRn?
µWe ZRn¶W VhaUe ZiWh an\Rne, ViU,' I Vaid.

µRead iW heUe, in WhaW URRm' he Vaid, VnaSSing hiV fingeUV and SRinWing WR
an emSW\ cabin ne[W WR hiV Rffice. µAnd nRZ WhaW \RX menWiRn iW, VXUUendeU
\RXU ShRneV.¶

I lRRked aW SaXUabh. If he hadn¶W Vaid iW, ma\be Ze cRXld haYe Waken a
feZ clickV.

µSXUe, ViU' I Vaid. We keSW RXU ShRneV Rn Whe Wable.
I Sicked XS Whe bURZn fRldeU.
SaXUabh lRRked aW Singh.

µYeV? An\Whing elVe, ViU?¶ Singh Vaid WR SaXUabh in a VaUcaVWic WRne.
µIf Ze cRXld geW VRme chai and biVcXiWV' SaXUabh Vaid eYen aV I SXlled

him aZa\ b\ hiV VleeYe.
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PUHOLPLQDU\ LQYHVWLJDWLRQ LQWR WKH GHDWK
RI MV PUHUQD MDOKRWUD

7UDQVFULEHG WHVWLPRQLHV RI UHVLGHQWV RI
MDOKRWUD HRXVH, A-956, NHZ FULHQGV
CRORQ\

TeVWimRn\ l:Maid GRSika (TUanVlaWedfURm Hindi) InWeUYieZ b\
CRnVWable Sh\am GehlRW

WhaW'V \RXU fXll name, age and ZheUe aUe\RXfURm?
I am GRSika PaVZan. I am WZenW\-WZR \eaUV Rld and I am fURm Ga\a in

BihaU.
YRXU UelaWiRnVhiS ZiWh Whe deceaVed?
I haYe ZRUked in PUeUna didi'V hRXVe fRU Whe SaVW WhUee \eaUV aV hRXVe

helS.
HRZ did \RX geW WhiV jRb? And ZhaW aUe \RXU dXWieV?
I ZaV hiUed fURm a dRmeVWic VeUYanW agenc\ in NeZ FUiendV CRlRn\. I

liYe in Whe MalhRWUaV' hRme. I clean Whe hRXVe, ZaVh clRWheV and helS
Neelam madam and BindX madam in Whe kiWchen. I alVR dR Whe VhRSSing
fURm Whe neaUb\ gURceU\ VWRUeV.

WhaW iV \RXU UelaWiRnVhiS like ZiWh Whe famil\, in SaUWicXlaU Whe
deceaVed? WeUe WheUe an\ diVSXWeV RU cRnflicWV?

I alZa\V dR a gRRd jRb. PeRSle in Whe famil\ aUe nice and Whe\ like me.
The\ bX\ me gifWV. The\ gaYe me a VaUee each fRU Whe URka and engagemenW
ceUemRn\ Rf PUeUna didi. PUeUna didi neYeU VSRke WR me mXch. She XVed WR
be YeU\ bXV\. SRmeWimeV Vhe ZRXld cRme back fURm ZRUk aW midnighW and I
ZRXld giYe heU dinneU. AW RWheU WimeV Vhe ZRXld leaYe fRU ZRUk aW VeYen in
Whe mRUning and I made bUeakfaVW fRU heU. She ZaV YeU\ SaUWicXlaU abRXW heU
fRRd and alZa\V ZanWed iW WR be WaVW\. She lRYed m\ gRbi SaUan-WhaV.

The Rnl\ Wime Vhe VcRlded me ZaV Zhen Vhe fRXnd AnZaU in m\ URRm.
AnZaU iV like m\ bURWheU. SRmeWimeV I make Wea fRU him afWeU he bUingV
back RameVh ViU in Whe eYening.

She WRld me iW iV nRW gRRd fRU dUiYeUV WR cRme XSVWaiUV WR m\ URRm. I
Vaid VRUU\ WR heU. MaWWeU ZaV finiVhed.

WheUe ZeUe \RX Rn Whe nighW Rf 17 OcWRbeU?
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In Whe hRXVe iWVelf. I finiVhed making eYening Wea fRU eYeU\Rne, cleaUed
and ZaVhed Whe SlaWeV. Neelam madam came WR Whe kiWchen WR SUeSaUe
dinneU. She haV diabeWeV VR Vhe can'W faVW fRU KaUYa ChaXWh. I RffeUed WR helS
heU ZiWh Whe cRRking. She WRld me WR gR UeVW in m\ URRm aV I had alVR
SUeSaUed lXnch, VeUYed Wea and VeW Whe Wable fRU dinneU. I ZenW WR m\ URRm
and la\ dRZn fRU a Zhile. LaWeU I heaUd a lRW Rf nRiVe. EYeU\Rne in Whe hRXVe
Uan RXWVide. I VaZ WhaW a cURZd had gaWheUed Rn Whe URad, ZheUe PUeUna didi
had died.

WaV WheUe an\Rne elVe ZiWh\RX in\RXU URRm?
I haYe WRld \RX eYeU\Whing alUead\.
AnVZeU Whe TXeVWiRn²ZaV WheUe an\Rne elVe ZiWh\RX in \RXU URRm?
AnZaU ZaV WheUe. I had keSW VRme Wea and VnackV fRU him. PleaVe dRn'W

dR an\Whing WR him. He ma\ be MXVlim, bXW he iV a YeU\ nice man.
HRZ lRng ZaV AnZaU WheUe in\RXU URRm?
Ten minXWeV. Ma\be a liWWle mRUe... (afWeU a SaXVe) ma\be half an hRXU.

He lefW befRUe all Whe nRiVe dRZnVWaiUV. I VZeaU (afWeU a lRng SaXVe) . . .
PleaVe dRn'W Well an\Rne, HaYaldaUji.

DReV an\Rne in Whe hRXVe knRZ abRXW \RXU UelaWiRnVhiS ZiWh AnZaU?
NR, HaYaldaU ji. PleaVe dRn'W Well Whem. The\ Zill fiUe AnZaU fURm hiV

jRb. EYen WhaW laVW Wime, PUeUna didi VcRlded him a lRW.
WhaW did PUeUna Well AnZaU?
AnZaU iV fRUW\-fiYe \eaUV Rld and maUUied ZiWh childUen. PUeUna didi ZaV

UighW. She aVked him Zh\ he came WR m\ URRm. We Vaid iW iV Rnl\ WR haYe
Wea. We VZRUe WhaW Ze aUe like bURWheU and ViVWeU WR each RWheU ... (SaXVeV)
Oka\, I knRZ ZhaW Ze aUe dRing iV ZURng, bXW hiV Zife iV YeU\ faU aZa\ in
AligaUh. And he WRld me if I becRme a MXVlim, I can alVR be hiV Zife. IW iV
allRZed in WheiU UeligiRn, HaYaldaU ji. PleaVe dRn'W giYe an\ WURXble WR
AnZaU. He iV a YeU\ nice man.

Did AnZaU geW XSVeW ZiWh PUeUna?
He iV hXman Rnl\, HaYaldaU ji. Of cRXUVe, aW WhaW mRmenW he did, bXW he

did nRW Va\ an\Whing WR PUeUna didi eYeU.
WhaW did he Va\ WR \RX?
(VWa\V TXieW)
We aUe Whe SRlice. YRX beWWeU Well Whe WUXWh. WhaW e[acWl\ did AnZaU Va\

abRXW PUeUna afWeU Vhe VcRlded him?
He Vaid, µWhR dReV WhiV ZRman Whink Vhe iV? She ZaV a child Zhen I

fiUVW came WR ZRUk in WhiV hRXVe. And nRZ Vhe iV \elling aW me eYen WhRXgh
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RameVh ViU haV neYeU VhRXWed aW me. I'd like WR VlaS heU/
Did he Walk abRXW hXUWing heU?
NR, HaYaldaU ji. NRWhing afWeU WhaW. I WRld \RX, AnZaU iV a YeU\ nice

man. NRWhing Zill haSSen WR him, UighW, HaYaldaU ji?
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SaXUabh and I keSW Whe fRldeU aVide. One Rf Whe SeRnV in Whe SRlice

VWaWiRn bURXghW XV WZR cXSV Rf Wea.
SaXUabh WRRk a big ViS.
µWhaW dR \RX Whink?¶ I Vaid.

µIW¶V gRRd chai b\ SRlice VWaWiRn VWandaUdV. BiVcXiWV ZRXld make iW
SeUfecW.¶

µSaXUabh, I am Walking abRXW Whe WUanVcUiSWV.¶
'Oh' SaXUabh Vaid and SXW Whe cXS aVide. µAnZaU and GRSika. WRZ.

NRbRd\ had an\ idea.¶
µMa\be PUeUna diVcRYeUed Whe affaiU. Yelled aW AnZaU and hXmiliaWed

him. He VaZ heU gR WR Whe WeUUace. PXVhed heU in angeU.¶
µYRX Whink VR?¶

µHe cRXld haYe. GRSika cRXldn¶W haYe. She¶V WRR Win\' I Vaid.
µTRR eaUl\ WR make jXdgemenWV. LeW¶V keeS Ueading.¶

TeVWimRn\ 2: RameVh MalhRWUa (faWheU Rf deceaVed) InWeUYieZ b\
InVSecWRU VijendeU Singh

FXll name, age and ZheUe aUe\RXfURm?
M\ name iV RameVh MalhRWUa. I am fifW\ \eaUV Rld. We aUe RUiginall\

fURm AmUiWVaU bXW I nRZ liYe in NeZ FUiendV CRlRn\ in NeZ Delhi.
WheUe ZeUe \RX Rn Whe nighW Rf 17 OcWRbeU?
I ZaV in Whe NeZ FUiendV CRlRn\ maUkeW. I had gRne WR SXUchaVe Saan.

While in Whe maUkeW, I UeceiYed a call fURm m\ Zife, Neelam. She WRld me WR
cRme hRme immediaWel\ aV m\ daXghWeU PUeUna haV had an accidenW. I
UXVhed hRme WR find heU dead Rn Whe URad.

An\Whing diffeUenW \RX nRWiced abRXW \RXU daXghWeU in Whe SaVW feZ
mRnWhV?

PUeUna ZaV abRXW WR geW maUUied. B\ naWXUe a ZRUkahRlic, Vhe ZaV YeU\
e[ciWed Slanning fRU heU Zedding. She VSRke WR SaXUabh a lRW.

WaV Vhe VWUeVVed RU XSVeW abRXW an\Whing?
NRW WR m\ knRZledge. She ZRXld VRmeWimeV feel ZRUk SUeVVXUe WR meeW

inYeVWRU WaUgeWV.
Did Vhe haYe an\ enemieV, RU diVSXWeV ZiWh SeRSle?
(PaXVe) She had a bUeak XS ZiWh heU e[-bR\fUiend NeeUaj AURUa, RYeU

WZR \eaUV agR. BefRUe Whe bUeak XS Whe\ had fighWV. AfWeU Whe bUeak XS Vhe
ZaV in deSUeVViRn fRU Vi[ mRnWhV.

YRX mean like deSUeVViRn ZheUe Vhe needed WUeaWmenW?
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NR, nRWhing like WhaW. BXW Vhe ZaV Vad fRU a lRng Wime.
Wh\ did Whe\ bUeak XS?
Pm nRW VXUe. ChildUen dRn'W Well eYeU\Whing WR WheiU SaUenWV WheVe da\V.
HRZ ZeUe heU UelaWiRnV ZiWh SeRSle in Whe famil\?
PUeUna ZaV Whe VWaU Rf Whe famil\. She ZaV nRW Rnl\ an achieYeU, Vhe ZaV

a gRRd SeUVRn and helSed eYeU\Rne. She had nR diVSXWe ZiWh an\Rne in WhiV
hRXVe. We aUe a deeSl\ cRnnecWed famil\.

WhaW ZRUk dR \RX dR?
I haYe a caU dealeUVhiS in Delhi, and I am a SaUWneU in anRWheU Rne in

AmUiWVaU. The Delhi Rne iV fRU PRUVche and Whe Rne in AmUiWVaU iV fRU
VRlkVZagen. We alVR haYe an aXWR SaUWV facWRU\ in AmUiWVaU.

HRZ iV Whe financial SRViWiRn Rf Whe famil\?
Well, aV \RX can Vee aURXnd\RX, Ze aUe TXiWe cRmfRUWable. B\ GRd'V

gUace Ze haYe eYeU\Whing.
HRZ iV bXVineVV UighW nRZ?
AV \RX ma\ haYe Uead in Whe SaSeUV, Whe aXWR VecWRU iV gRing WhURXgh a

dRZnWXUn. CaU ValeV aUe dRZn all RYeU. BXW iW iV c\clical, XSV and dRZnV
keeS haSSening. I am VRUU\ bXW hRZ iV WhiV UeleYanW WR m\ daXghWeU'V caVe,
InVSecWRU?

JXVW cXUiRXV. An\Za\, hRZ aUe\RXU UelaWiRnV ZiWh Whe UeVW Rf Whe famil\?
YRXU bURWheU, ViVWeU, mRWheU and Zife? M\ mRWheU bleVVeV and WhankV me
eYeU\ da\ fRU bUinging RXU famil\ WR WhiV leYel. M\ bURWheU AdiW\a and I aUe
nRW gUeaWfUiendV.

Wh\?
The main iVVXe iV ZRUk. I ZanW him WR lend a hand in Whe dealeUVhiS. He

UefXVeV WR jRin Whe famil\ bXVineVV. He ZanWV WR be a URck VingeU. Tell me
VRmeWhing, in Whe land Rf MRhammed Rafi and KiVhRUe KXmaU, hRZ can a
URck VingeU make a liYing? He'V bXilW a fanc\ VWXdiR Rn hiV flRRU ZheUe he
keeSV making nRiVe. I am nice WR him. I Well him WR jRin Whe bXVineVV an\Wime
he ZanWV. He jXVW ZRn'W.

WhaW abRXW \RXU ViVWeU?
I haYe WZR ViVWeUV. GeeWX liYeV in SeaWWle, US, ZiWh heU AmeUican

hXVband. BindX iV XnmaUUied and VWa\V ZiWh XV. GeeWX'V daXghWeU, Anjali,
VWa\V in m\ hRXVe fUee Rf cRVW. I mean, Rf cRXUVe²I can'W Wake UenW fURm m\
ViVWeU RU heU daXghWeU, RbYiRXVl\. In PXnjabi familieV, bURWheUV lRRk afWeU
ViVWeUV.
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BindX, m\ RWheU ViVWeU, iV a SUimaU\ VchRRl WeacheU. WiWh heU ValaU\, Vhe
can'W affRUd a decenW Slace eiWheU. BXW I WRld heU, \RXU bURWheU iV aURXnd, VWa\
ZiWh XV.

WhaW dR \RX Whink haSSened WR PUeUna WhaW da\?
IVn'W WhaW ZhaW \RX aUe WU\ing WR find RXW?
BXW VWill, giYe me \RXU beVW gXeVV Rf ZhaW haSSened?
I dRn'W knRZ, InVSecWRU. IW iV all a VhRck WR me. GRd Rnl\ knRZV.
µWell, fRU nRZ GRd Rnl\ knRZV' SaXUabh Vaid aV Ze finiVhed Ueading

RameVh¶V WeVWimRn\.
µGRd, and Whe killeU' I Vaid.
'GRRd SRinW. KeeS gRing?1 SaXUabh Vaid.
I nRdded.

TeVWimRn\ 3: Neelam MalhRWUa (mRWheU Rf deceaVed) InWeUYieZ b\
InVSecWRU VijendeU Singh

YRXU fXll name, age and ZheUe aUe \RX fURm?
M\ name iV Neelam MalhRWUa. I am fRUW\-VeYen \eaUV Rld. M\ famil\ iV

RUiginall\ fURm LXdhiana. AfWeU maUUiage, I mRYed WR m\ hXVband'V Slace in
AmUiWVaU. Ten \eaUV agR Ze came WR Delhi.

WheUe ZeUe \RX Rn Whe eYening Rf 17 OcWRbeU Zhen Whe incidenW
RccXUUed?

I ZaV in Whe kiWchen. IW ZaV KaUYa ChaXWh, bXW dXe WR m\ diabeWeV I can
nR lRngeU keeS a faVW. I ZaV cRRking dinneU fRU Whe enWiUe famil\ Zhen I
heaUd Adi VhRXWing and BindX UXnning dRZn Whe VWaiUV. I fRllRZed Whem
RXWVide Whe hRXVe WR find PUeUna .. .Rn Whe URad.

WaV WheUe an\Rne elVe ZiWh\RX in Whe kiWchen?
NRW aW WhaW Wime. BindX, ZhR nRUmall\ helSV me ZiWh dinneU, ZaV in heU

aSaUWmenW. I had WRld GRSika WR VeW Whe SlaWeV fRU dinneU and When gR UeVW in
heU URRm aV Zell.

Wh\ did\RX Vend\RXU maid WR UeVW in heU URRm?
She had ZRUked a lRW all da\ and Veemed e[haXVWed. We can'W be

inhXman.
DR \RX knRZ Rf an\Rne ZiWh ZhRm\RXU daXghWeU had enmiW\?

PUeUna ZaV belRYed WR all.
DR \RX VXVSecW an\Rne Rf fRXl Sla\, in Whe famil\ RU RXWVide?
In Whe famil\? WhaW aUe \RX Walking abRXW? We aUe a YeU\

UeVSecWed and clRVe-kniW famil\. All Rf XV haYe gURZn XS WRgeWheU.
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EYeU\Rne lRYed PUeUna. OXWVide, I dRn'W knRZ. She neYeU VSRke WR me
mXch abRXW heU ZRUk RU heU life RXWVide.

WhaW dR \RX Whink haSSened?
I WRld heU nRW WR keeS Whe KaUYa ChaXWh faVW, iW Zill caXVe

ZeakneVV. She iV nRW XVed WR iW. If I dRn'W eaW fRRd fRU VeYeUal hRXUV, I
feel di]]\. I Whink Whe Vame Whing haSSened WR heU. She didn'W eaW
an\Whing all da\, VR Vhe mXVW haYe been feeling gidd\. She VWRRd Rn Whe
WeUUace hRlding Whe Whali, Whe VieYe and Whe ShRne. NRW Said aWWenWiRn
Zhile checking heU ShRne, VliSSed, and dXe WR lighW-headedneVV, WiSSed
RYeU.

YRX Whink iW ZaV an accidenW?
WhaW elVe cRXld iW be, InVSecWRU ViU?
TeVWimRn\ 4: AdiW\a MalhRWUa (Xncle Rf deceaVed) InWeUYieZ b\

InVSecWRU VijendeU Singh
WhaW'V \RXU fXll name, age and ZheUe aUe\RXfURm?
M\ name iV AdiW\a MalhRWUa. I am WhiUW\-VeYen \eaUV Rld. BRUn in

AmUiWVaU bXW mRYed WR Delhi Wen \eaUV agR. In beWZeen, I alVR liYed in
GRa andManalifRU a \eaU.

WheUe ZeUe \RX Rn Whe nighW Rf 17 OcWRbeU?
I ZaV in m\ aSaUWmenW, Rn Whe WhiUd flRRU Rf RXU kRWhi. I ZaV

making mXVic.
WhaW dR \RX mean making mXVic?

I'm a mXVician b\ SURfeVViRn. I Ving aV Zell aV cRmSRVe VRngV. I
haYe m\ RZn VWXdiR in m\ aSaUWmenW. I ZRUk Rn VeYeUal SURjecWV aW Whe
Vame Wime. An\Za\, I VWeSSed RXW Rf Whe VWXdiR WR VmRke and came WR
Whe balcRn\. A cURZd had gaWheUed dRZnVWaiUV. I Uan dRZn and VaZ
PUeUna l\ing WheUe. I came back inVide and VhRXWed, aVking eYeU\Rne WR
cRme RXW.

DR \RX alZa\V ZRUk fURm hRme?
YeV, I dR, XnleVV I haYe a gig RXWVide.
WhaW iV a gig?
A jRb WR Ving VRmeZheUe. I VRmeWimeV dR gigV aW The Leela Palace.
Did\RX nRWice an\Whing VWUange in PUeUna¶V behaYiRXU in Whe SaVW feZ

mRnWhV?
I Whink Vhe ZaV VWUeVVed aW ZRUk. The Zedding SUeSaUaWiRn ZaV e[WUa

ZRUk. AlVR... (SaXVe)
AlVR ZhaW?
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She ZanWed WR lRVe ZeighW befRUe Whe Zedding. She ZaV WU\ing Ueall\
haUd. She eYen WRRk fiWneVV WiSV fURm me. I gaYe heU VRme adYice abRXW dieW
and e[eUciVe. She cRXldn¶W dR iW. Added WR heU VWUeVV leYelV. I Whink Vhe keSW
KaUYa ChaXWh becaXVe Vhe ZanWed WR faVW.

Did\RX knRZ Rf an\Rne ZhR ma\ haYe had a gUXdge againVW heU? AV in
SeRSle ZhR had an iVVXe ZiWh heU, WR Whe SRinW WhaW Whe\ cRXld be mRWiYaWed
WR haUm heU?

She ZaV XndeU a lRW Rf SUeVVXUe WR gURZ EaWR. She ZaV WRXgh and a VWUicW
bRVV. SR Rne Rf heU emSlR\eeV ma\ haYe held a gUXdge againVW heU.

YRX Whink an emSlR\ee cRXld kill heU?
DXde²I am VRUU\, I mean, InVSecWRU ViU, I haYe nRW ZRUked in an Rffice

fRU eYen Rne da\. HRZ ZRXld I knRZ?
WhaW dR \RX Whink haSSened?
I haYe nR idea.
HRZ iV \RXU famil\?
WhaW dR \RX mean hRZ iV m\ famil\? The\ aUe like an\ RWheU famil\.

We aUe nRUmal.
IW¶V a jRinW famil\?
YeV, bXW WheUe aUe RWheU jRinW familieV WRR. And Ze all haYe RXU RZn

VSace. TheUe iV a lRW Rf lRYe and UeVSecW.
DR \RX Whink an\Rne in Whe famil\ cRXld be inYRlYed in Whe deaWh Rf

\RXU niece?
ImSRVVible. PUeUna ZaV Whe bab\ Rf Whe famil\.
HRZ iV \RXU UelaWiRnVhiS ZiWh\RXU bURWheU?
Wh\ iV WhaW imSRUWanW?
YRX jXVW Vaid WheUe iV a lRW Rf lRYe and UeVSecW in Whe famil\. BXW Ze

XndeUVWand Whe UelaWiRnVhiS beWZeen \RX and \RXU bURWheU iV nRW gRRd?
(PaXVe) Bhai\a dReVn¶W XndeUVWand SaVViRn and fRllRZing \RXU heaUW. He

WhinkV XnleVV I ViW in Whe VhRZURRm, I am nRW gRRd enRXgh. Bhai\a ZRn¶W
VXSSRUW me in m\ caUeeU like he helSV eYeU\Rne elVe... (SaXVe) ... An\Za\,
hRZ iV WhaW UeleYanW?

We aUe jXVW chaWWing, MU AdiW\a. PleaVe, dRn'W geW agiWaWed. SR can Rne
Va\ WhaW \RX haYe a gUXdge againVW \RXU bURWheU?

WhaW kind Rf gUXdge?
YRXU bURWheU iV dRing Zell. YRXU niece ZaV alVR dRing Zell. SWaU Rf Whe

famil\, Whe aSSle Rf \RXU bURWheU'V e\e. YRX Whink\RX cRXld...
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I cRXld ZhaW? HaYe \RX lRVW \RXU mind, InVSecWRU? YRX WRld me WhiV ZaV
jXVW a chaW. And nRZ \RX aUe inVXlWing me.

I am nRW dRing an\ Whing.
PleaVe, dR I haYe Whe UighW WR VWRS WhiV WeVWimRn\? I dR nRW ZiVh WR VSeak

an\ fXUWheU.
TeVWimRn\ 5: Bindi\ a MalhRWUa (aXnW Rf deceaVed) InWeUYieZ b\

InVSecWRU VijendeU Singh
WhaW'V \RXU fXll name, age and ZheUe aUe \RX fURm?
M\ name iV Bindi\a MalhRWUa. I am fRUW\-WZR \eaUV Rld. I liYe in Delhi.

FURm AmUiWVaU RUiginall\. EYeU\Rne callV me BindX.
WhaW ZeUe \RX dRing Rn 17 OcWRbeU?
I ZaV cRUUecWing XniW WeVW SaSeUV Rf m\ VWXdenWV. I'm a SUimaU\ VchRRl

WeacheU in Whe NeZ Delhi MXniciSal CRUSRUaWiRn SchRRl in MahaUani Bagh.
I heaUd Adi VhRXWing in Whe hRXVe, Welling XV WR gR RXWVide. I Uan RXW and VaZ
...m\ liWWle giUl.. .Whe liWWle giUl Rf RXU famil\.

Bindi\a madam, if \RX need Wime WR calm \RXUVelf, Ze can aVk Whe
TXeVWiRnV laWeU.

NR, nR, hRZ mXch Zill I cU\? WhaW'V Whe SRinW? She iV gRne nRZ.
An\Za\, aVk ZhaW \RX haYe WR.

MRVW Rf all, Ze aUe WU\ing WR figXUe RXW if PUeUna had VRme UiYalU\,
diVSXWe RU cRnflicW ZiWh VRmeRne.

I Ueall\ can'W Whink Rf an\Rne. She ZaV alZa\V ZRUking. I WRld heU WR
VlRZ dRZn, Wake caUe Rf heUVelf. She ZRXldn'W liVWen. PlXV, all WhaW dieWing
befRUe Whe Zedding. She mXVW nRW haYe been feeling Rka\ WhaW da\.

YRX Whink WhiV ZaV an accidenW?
WhaW elVe cRXld iW be? WhR ZRXld ZanW WR haUm a liWWle giUl?
Bindi\a madam,\RX neYeU maUUied?
NR.
If I ma\ aVk, Zh\ iV WhaW?
I jXVW neYeU fRXnd an\Rne. When I ZaV in VchRRl, I had a UelaWiRnVhiS

ZiWh VRmeRne. M\ heaUW ZaV bURken. SR, fRU man\ \eaUV I UefXVed WR Vee
an\ bR\V fRU a maWch. I cRXldn'W WUXVW an\Rne. Then iW became WRR laWe.

DR \RX UegUeW nRW geWWing maUUied?
SRmeWimeV, bXW nRW Ueall\. PeRSle geW maUUied WR geW a gRRd famil\. I

alUead\ haYe a gUeaW famil\. Wh\ aUe \RX aVking me all WhiV?
PUeUna ZaV geWWing maUUied VRRn.
YeV, Vhe ZaV. WhaW iV Whe cRnnecWiRn?
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All Whe celebUaWiRnV in Whe hRXVe. The haSSineVV Vhe felW. Did\RX eYeU
feel enYiRXV Rf heU?

WhaW?
EnY\ RU jealRXV\. She had ZhaW \RX neYeU did. IV iW difficXlW fRU \RX Rn

KaUYa ChaXWh? TR Vee RWheU ZRmen dUeVVed XS like bUideV and faVWing fRU
WheiU hXVbandV?

YeV, I dR feel a Winge Rf emSWineVV Rn KaUYa ChaXWh. BXW I ZaV VR haSS\
fRU PUeUna. She ZaV like m\ daXghWeU. NR enY\ WheUe aW all.

AUe \RX VXUe?
WhaW dR \RX mean?
NRWhing. An\Whing elVe \RX ZanW WR Va\ WR XV?
While dRing \RXU ZRUk, SleaVe dRn'W be inVenViWiYe WR RXU gUief.
TeVWimRn\ 6: Anjali DaYiV (cRXVin Rf deceaVed) InWeUYieZ b\ InVSecWRU

VijendeU Singh
WhaW'V \RXU fXll name, age and ZheUe aUe\RXfURm?
M\ name iV Anjali DaYiV. I am fURm SeaWWle in Whe US. I cXUUenWl\ liYe in

m\ Xncle'V hRXVe in Delhi. I am WZenW\-Vi[.
YRXU VXUname VRXndV XnXVXal.
M\ faWheU, I mean VWeSfaWheU, iV AmeUican. I haYe hiV VXUname.
WhaW haSSened WR \RXU Ueal faWheU?
M\ SaUenWV diYRUced Zhen I ZaV WhUee \eaUV Rld. M\ mRWheU maUUied

GUeg DaYiV and I cRnVideU him m\ faWheU. He'V Ueal enRXgh WR me.
WheUe ZeUe \RX and ZhaW ZeUe \RX dRing Rn Whe nighW Rf 17 OcWRbeU?
I had jXVW landed back in Delhi afWeU a WUekking WUiS WR Whe EYeUeVW BaVe

CamS. I WRRk a flighW fURm KaWhmandX WR KRlkaWa and When anRWheU Rne WR
Delhi. I WRRk an UbeU fURm Whe Delhi aiUSRUW. When I aUUiYed hRme, I VaZ a
cURZd in Whe hRXVe. PUeUna didi¶V bRd\ ZaV Rn Whe caUSeW, cRYeUed ZiWh a
ZhiWe VheeW.

WhaW Wime did\RX Wake Whe UbeU Uide, and ZhaW Wime did \RX Ueach
hRme?

HeUe, \RX can check m\ ShRne. (The ShRne ZaV handed RYeU WR Whe
inYeVWigaWing RfficeU)

NRWe fURm InVSecWRU Singh:
The ShRne Rf MV Anjali DaYiV ZaV e[amined. The UbeU aSS hiVWRU\ had

deWailV Rf Whe Uide. A MaUXWi SZifW D]iUe cab ZaV bRRked. IW ZaV dUiYen b\
KaUWaU Singh ZhR had a 4.6 VWaUV dUiYeU UaWing. The Uide VWaUWed aW 6.51
S.m.fURm Whe IndiUa Gandhi InWeUnaWiRnal AiUSRUW TeUminal 1. The UbeU Wa[i
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WRRk Whe Ring RRad and Ueached A-956, NeZ FUiendV CRlRn\ aW 8.07 S.m.
The faUe Said ZaV RV 458. The diVWance WUaYelled ZaV 21.3 kilRmeWUeV. The
ShRne ZaV UeWXUned WR Whe SeUVRn giYing Whe WeVWimRn\.

Anjali madam, accRUding WR heU fiance, MU SaXUabh, he Ueached Whe
WeUUace aW 7.50 S.m. and Vhe ZaV nRW WheUe. IV WhaW cRUUecW?

HRZ can I anVZeU WhaW TXeVWiRn? I ZaV Rn m\ Za\ hRme.
AUe \RX Va\ing MU SaXUabh cRXld nRW be Welling Whe WUXWh?
I am Rnl\ Va\ing I can'W cRnfiUm iW. If WhiV iV ZhaW he Vaid, When I haYe nR

UeaVRn WR diVbelieYe him.
DR \RX haYe an\ UeaVRn WR VXVSecW MU SaXUabh MaheVh-ZaUi?
NR. He Veemed WR be deeSl\ in lRYe ZiWh PUeUna. He ZaV YeU\ e[ciWed

abRXW Whe Zedding.
WhaW abRXW RWheU famil\ membeUV?
WhaW abRXW Whem?
HRZ ZRXld \RX deVcUibe Whe UelaWiRnV Rf Whe famil\ membeUV,

SaUWicXlaUl\ ZiWh PUeUna?
If \RX aVk Whem, Whe\ Zill Va\ Whe\ aUe a lRYing jRinW famil\ ZiWh a lRW Rf

UegaUd fRU each RWheU.
IV WhaW WUXe?
NR. NRW in m\ RSiniRn. The\ aUe aV d\VfXncWiRnal aV an\ RWheU famil\, if

nRW mRUe.
Wh\ dR \RX Va\ WhaW?
The WZR bURWheUV, m\ XncleV, haWe each RWheU. M\ gUandmRWheU iV lRVing

iW. She ma\ haYe demenWia VeWWing in bXW nR Rne acknRZledgeV iW. RameVh
Xncle'V bXVineVV iV nRW dRing Zell. AdiW\a mamX dReVn'W haYe a jRb RU an\
VRXUce Rf incRme. Neelam aXnW\ and PUeUna ZeUe cRnVWanWl\ aUgXing. In
Neelam aXnW\'V e\eV, fURm dUeVVing WR ZRUk, PUeUna cRXld dR nRWhing UighW.
M\ RZn mRWheU iV abURad, laUgel\ ignRUed b\ Whe famil\. EYen m\
VWeSfaWheU dReVn'W ZanW WR be ZiWh heU RU me an\mRUe. In facW, I fRUcibl\
inVeUWed m\Velf inWR WhiV hRXVe WR find VRme Vemblance Rf a famil\.

ThaW'V TXiWe diffeUenW fURm ZhaW Whe RWheUV haYe been Va\ing.
I WRld \RX. In Whe e\eV Rf Whe ZRUld Whe\ behaYe like a SeUfecW PXnjabi

khandaan. BXW iW iV a meVV. BXW When, Zhich famil\ iVn'W?
YRX didn'W menWiRn an\Whing abRXW MV Bindi\a?
Well, Vhe iV nice. BXW, Rf cRXUVe, Vhe haV majRU iVVXeV Rf heU RZn.

ThingV Vhe needV WR face XS WR. BXW I'd UaWheU nRW Va\.
WhaW kind Rf iVVXeV?
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I WRld \RX, I'd UaWheU nRW Va\. Famil\ maWWeUV. NRWhing WR dR ZiWh
PUeUna'V deaWh. Wh\ aUe \RX VR cXUiRXV WR geW inWR RXU dRmeVWic iVVXeV?

NRWhing like WhaW. I am jXVW WU\ing WR figXUe RXW ZhaW haSSened. PeRSle
aUe Va\ing iW iV an accidenW.

IW iVn'W. IW VR cleaUl\ iVn'W.
Wh\ dR \RX Va\ WhaW?
BecaXVe PUeUna iV nRW VWXSid WR fall Rff a WeUUace jXVW like WhaW. She ZaV

abVRlXWel\ fine. AlVR, Whe neighbRXU, MUV GRel, WRld me Vhe heaUd VcUeamV
and aUgXmenWV fURm Whe WeUUace.

Reall\? WhR iV MUV GRel?
A-959. HeU hRXVe iV Whe Vame heighW aV RXUV, and all Whe hRXVeV in

beWZeen aUe lRZeU. She WRld me Zhen I WRRk a Zalk WR Whe maUkeW \eVWeUda\.
We Zill definiWel\ Walk WR heU.
Thank \RX. HaYe \RX VSRken WR eYeU\Rne elVe in Whe famil\?
YeV, almRVW. Onl\ \RXU gUandmRWheU iV lefW.
Oh, gRRd lXck ZiWh WhaW.
TeVWimRn\ 7: NiUmala MalhRWUa (gUandmRWheU Rf deceaVed)
InWeUYieZ b\ InVSecWRU VijendeU Singh
PUanam, madam, aUe \RX Rka\ if I aVk\RX a feZ TXeVWiRnV?
NR, I am nRW. BXW \RX aUe gRing WR aVk an\Za\, UighW?

IW iV jXVW a UeTXeVW. :H can'W fRUce \RX. AfWeU all, WhiV iV fRU \RXU
gUanddaXghWeU. JXVW a feZ TXeVWiRnV?

WhaW can \RX dR fRU m\ gUanddaXghWeU nRZ? She iV gRne nRZ. HXn ki
(nRZ ZhaW)?

We aUe WU\ing WR find RXW ZhR did WhiV WR heU.
WhR can dR an\Whing? When iW iV Wime WR gR, iW iV Wime WR gR. IW'V heU

kiVmaW.
ThaW'V WUXe, bXW Ze haYe WR find RXW ZhR did iW.
O aa\a Vi (he ZaV WheUe).
WhR ZaV WheUe, NiUmalaji?
The Rne ZhR did iW ZaV WheUe. In m\ hRme.
YRXU hRme? WhR ZaV in\RXU hRme?
HRZ dR I knRZ? IW ZaV daUk. I had jXVW ZRken XS fURm a naS. I ZaVn'W

ZeaUing m\ VSecWacleV. BXW he ZaV WheUe, I knRZ.
ThiV iV VeUiRXV. AUe \RX Va\ing Whe SeUVRn ZhR killed PUeUna MalhRWUa

ZaV in\RXU hRme?
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I WRld \RX alUead\. AUe \RX deaf WhaW \RX can'W heaU Whe fiUVW Wime?
Did \RX Walk WR him RU heU? DR \RX knRZ if iW ZaV a he RU a Vhe?
Seemed like a man Rnl\. O aa\a Vi. He didn'W anVZeU Zhen I VhRXWed aW

him. JXVW fleZ RXW Rf Whe URRm.
FleZ RXW? NiU mala Ji, I am being VeUiRXV.
I am dRing cRmed\?
YRX aUe Va\ing Whe killeU fleZ RXW.
SR?
NRWhing. Can I aVk VRme geneUal TXeVWiRnV? WhaW iV \RXU name, age and

ZheUe dR \RX cRme fURm?
YRX keeS calling me NiUmala ji, VR \RX knRZ m\ name, iVn'W iW? WhaW

Zill \RX dR ZiWh m\ age? I dRn'W knRZ iW m\Velf. M\ faWheU Vaid I ZaV bRUn
a liWWle befRUe IndeSendence, in LahRUe. We mRYed WR AmUiWVaU afWeU
PaUWiWiRn. And When heUe. Wh\? Wh\ dR \RX ZanW m\ biRdaWa?

NRWhing like WhaW, NiUmala ji,JXVW dRing URXWine TXeUieV. HRZ iV Whe
UelaWiRnVhiS beWZeen eYeU\Rne in\RXUfamil\?

WhaW dR I knRZ? NRbRd\ WellV me an\Whing. EYeU\Rne dReV hiV RU heU
RZn Whing. ThiV PUeUna XVed WR cRme hRme aW midnighW. She Vaid Vhe came
fURm ZRUk. WhaW kind Rf ZRUk dR giUlV dR aW midnighW? And lRRk aW WhiV
GeeWX¶V daXghWeU. She VWa\V in Whe ne[W URRm. RRaming aURXnd in VhRUWV WhaW
UeVemble XndeUZeaU. NeiWheU RameVh nRU AdiW\a iV haUd Rn WheVe giUlV.
Neelam iV anRWheU Rne. Feeding heU daXghWeU mRUe and mRUe XnWil Vhe
became a bXffalR. I Well \RX, BindX iV Whe Rnl\ Rne ZhR caUeV abRXW me in
WhiV hRXVe. OWheUZiVe, I ZRXld be dead WRR.

Wh\ ZRXld \RX be dead?
EYeU\Rne in Whe neighbRXUhRRd iV jealRXV Rf XV. OXUV iV Whe WalleVW kRWhi

Rn Whe VWUeeW. EYeU\Rne ZhR kneZ XV in AmUiWVaU iV alVR jealRXV Rf XV. WhR
iV haSS\ WR Vee RWheU SeRSle VXcceVVfXl? The\ all ZanW WR hXUW me.

µAll¶ meaning ZhR? And ZhaW abRXW SeRSle in Whe famil\?
I WRld \RX, eYeU\Rne Ze knRZ. EYen in Whe famil\, I dRn¶W WUXVW Neelam.

YRX neYeU knRZ ZiWh bahXV. I eaW ZhaWeYeU Vhe haV cRRked Rnl\ afWeU Vhe
haV WaVWed iW fiUVW.

YRXU daXghWeU-in-laZ ZanWV WR hXUW \RX?
EYeU\ daXghWeU-in-laZ ZanWV WR hXUW heU mRWheU-in-laZ. WhaW VRUW Rf

VWXSid TXeVWiRn iV WhiV?
I am VRUU\, bXW dR \RX haYe an\ VSecific UeaVRn WR belieYe Neelam

MalhRWUa ZanWV WR hXUW \RX?
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She cRmeV eYeU\ nighW.
WheUe?
In m\ dUeamV. One da\ Vhe Zill Well me nRW WR bUeaWhe in m\ VleeS. WhaW

Zill I dR When?
NRWe: GiYen heU menWal VWaWe, Whe SRlice RfficeU decided WR end Whe

WeVWimRn\. ThiV cRmSleWeV all Whe WeVWimRnieV Waken aW WhiV VWage.
'ThaW¶V all' I Vaid, Slacing Whe VheeWV back in Whe file.
µLeW¶V diVcXVV RYeU dinneU?¶ SaXUabh lRRked aW hiV ZaWch. µIW iV eighW

R¶clRck. EaWing laWe dReVn¶W VXiW me. HaldiUam¶V?¶
I lRRked aW SaXUabh and VhRRk m\ head.

µWhaW? I geW acidiW\. Oh, WhaW UemindV me, I haYe WR geW VWRmach
medicine. LeW¶V VWRS aW a chemiVW laWeU aV Zell.¶
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µTZR chRle bhaWXUe SleaVe, and Rne Slain laVVi' SaXUabh Vaid aW Whe

caVhieU¶V cRXnWeU.
T WRld \RX I dRn¶W ZanW an\Whing' I Vaid.
µYeah, I knRZ' SaXUabh Vaid. µThiV iV Rnl\ fRU me.¶

We had cRme WR Whe HaldiUam¶V in C BlRck Old MaUkeW in MalYi\a
NagaU. The Slace dReV e[WUaRUdinaUil\ Zell becaXVe Rf iWV deliciRXV cRmfRUW
fRRd. HaldiUam¶V XndeUVWandV IndianV like McDRnald¶V XndeUVWandV
AmeUicanV. HRZeYeU, being in a SRSXlaU Slace meanW nRiV\ kidV and eYen
nRiVieU SaUenWV. We had WR VhRXW WR haYe a cRnYeUVaWiRn.

µNice Slace, nR?¶ SaXUabh Vaid. He WRUe Rff a Siece Rf Whe SXff\ bUead,
UeleaVing Whe VWeam WUaSSed inVide.

µYRX geW fRRd, \RX aUe haSS\' I Vaid.
µHaSS\? AUe \RX kidding me? I am jXVW WU\ing nRW WR feel aZfXl afWeU m\

life haV ended.¶
µYRXU life haVn'W ended, GRlX. YRX aUe heUe, ZiWh me. PleaVe dRn¶W Va\

WhingV like WhaW.¶
µPUeUna lRYed WhiV Slace' SaXUabh Vaid, and I cRXld Vee hiV e\eV becRme

mRiVW again. I ZaVn¶W VXUe if iW ZaV dXe WR Whe gUief RU Whe gUeen chillieV in
Whe chRle.

I changed Whe WRSic.
µThe SRlice haYe Rnl\ Waken VWaWemenWV fURm WhRVe in Whe hRXVe. The\

haYen'W VSRken WR RWheUV.'
µLike?¶ SaXUabh Vaid, cRYeUing hiV mRXWh ZiWh Rne hand WR hide a Vmall

bXUS.
µThe bXVineVV SaUWneU, NamUaWa. And WhaW e[, NeeUaj, fURm Whe bank. We

VhRXld Walk WR Whem RXUVelYeV.¶
µSXUe' SaXUabh Vaid. µThe liVW Rf VXVSecWV iV VR lRng, iVn¶W iW?¶
'SeYen famil\ membeUV in Whe hRXVe²RameVh, Neelam, Aja\, AdiW\a,

BindX, Maaji and Anjali.¶
µASaUW fURm WhaW, Whe maid GRSika and dUiYeU AnZaU. Add NamUaWa and

NeeUaj WRR.¶
µEleYen SeRSle VR faU. TRR man\. We haYe WR naUURZ iW dRZn' I Vaid.
An e[Wended VaUdaU famil\ WZR WableV aZa\ fURm XV VWaUWed Vinging

haSS\ biUWhda\. The gURXS Vang in XniVRn.
µHaSS\ biUWhda\ WR \RX, haSS\ biUWhda\ deaU GRRgle.. .¶
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I ZRndeUed if Whe glRbal VeaUch engine had VR man\ fanV WhaW SeRSle had
acWXall\ cRme RXW Rn a WedneVda\ nighW WR celebUaWe iWV anniYeUVaU\. Then I
VaZ a cXWe VaUdaU kid blRZ aW fiYe candleV Rn a cake. I figXUed GRRgle ZaV
hiV name RU nickname. µWe can¶W diVcXVV an\Whing heUe' I Vaid. µTRR lRXd.¶

µFine, leW¶V gR hRme,¶ SaXUabh Vaid, and VWRRd XS. µJXVW Rne VWRS aW Whe
chemiVW WR bX\ Ka\am ChXUna, PXdin HaUa and EnR. FRU m\ VWRmach.¶

µYRX haYe WhUee VWRmachV? Wh\ dR \RX need WhUee medicineV?¶
µEach haV iWV RZn fXncWiRn. I¶ll e[Slain Rn Whe Za\. LeW¶V gR.¶
M\ ShRne VhRZed Whe Wime: 2 a.m. We Uecalled ZhaWeYeU Ze cRXld fURm

each WeVWimRn\ and made nRWeV Zhile Ze had iW all fUeVh in RXU memRU\. We
VaW Rn Whe liYing URRm flRRU, VheeWV Rf SaSeU and RXU laSWRSV aURXnd XV. I
WXUned Rn Whe cRnYecWiRn heaWeU.

SaXUabh VcUaWched hiV head and SXlled aW hiV haiU befRUe he VSRke again.
µWe haYe WR UXle RXW VRme SeRSle. LeW¶V e[clXde Whe SaUenWV. The\

cRXldn'W haYe dRne iW, UighW? PaUenWV dRn¶W kill WheiU kidV.¶
µIW¶V e[WUemel\ UaUe. UnleVV iW¶V an hRnRXU killing RU VRmeWhing.¶
'WhaW hRnRXU killing? The\ ZeUe hRnRXUed WR haYe me aV WheiU VRn-in-

laZ. OffeUed me a JeWWa aW Whe engagemenW.¶
µWhich \RX UefXVed. I¶m SURXd Rf \RX' I Vaid.
µWhaWeYeU. SR nR hRnRXU killing. LeW¶V VWUike RXW RameVh and Neelam

MalhRWUa.¶
µFRU nRZ' I Vaid.

SaXUabh lRRked XS aW me and Vighed. He had eleYen nameV ZUiWWen Rn a
VheeW Rf SaSeU. He VWUXck RXW RameVh¶V and Neelam¶V nameV.

'GRSika iV Xnlikel\ WR haYe dRne iW. SaZ heU Vi]e? FRXU feeW nRWhing,
fRUW\ kilRV ma[. Tin\, like a kid. NR Za\ cRXld Vhe haYe SXVhed PUeUna
RYeU' I Vaid.

µAUe \RX again Va\ing PUeUna ZaV WRR faW, bhai?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µCan \RX dURS WhaW? I am VeUiRXV.¶
SaXUabh VWUXck Rff GRSika¶V name.

µThe dUiYeU cRXld haYe dRne iW,¶ SaXUabh Vaid. µI am keeSing AnZaU¶V
name.¶

µNamUaWa?¶ I Vaid.
µShe iV VXch a Uefined lad\. BXW Ze haYen¶W VSRken WR heU \eW, leW¶V keeS

heU fRU nRZ,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µAnd ZhaW abRXW Whe e[, NeeUaj?¶ I Vaid.
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µDefiniWel\ keeSing him. And meeWing him VRRn WRR. NeeUaj AURUa,
baVWaUd.¶

µEaV\, GRlX. FRcXV Rn Whe liVW.¶
µRXle Maaji RXW?¶ I Vaid.

µYeV,¶ SaXUabh Vaid and e[haled nRiVil\. µThRXgh Vhe VeemV Whe mRVW
SV\chR.¶

µCRXldn¶W haYe gUaSSled ZiWh an\Rne WhRXgh,¶ I Vaid.
I cURVVed RXW NiUmala MalhRWUa¶V name fURm Whe liVW.
µAnjali,¶ SaXUabh Vaid. µShe ZaV nRW in Whe hRXVe. The SRlice haYe

cRnfiUmed and checked heU ShRne WRR.¶
µOka\, VWUike heU RXW WRR. BindX?¶

µShe lRYed PUeUna a lRW, bhai. In facW, in WhaW hRXVe, Bindi\a bXa lRYed
heU Whe mRVW.¶

µWhaW makeV \RX Va\ WhaW?¶
µShe ZRXld Sack heU Wiffin fRU ZRUk eYeU\ da\. She ZRXld check Rn heU

WZice a da\, if Vhe had eaWen RU nRW. Man\ WimeV Vhe ZRXld defend PUeUna
Zhen Maaji RU Neelam aXnW\ made a naVW\ cRmmenW. NR Za\, bhai, BindX
bXa iV nRW SRVVible.¶

µHmm,¶ I Vaid.
µBindX bXa iV Whin. She iV Zeak WRR,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
I did nRW UeVSRnd.
SaXUabh cURVVed RXW BindX¶V name fURm Whe liVW.
µWe aUe eliminaWing WRR man\ WRR VRRn,¶ I Vaid.

µLeW¶V fRcXV,¶ SaXUabh Vaid, µRn Whe ke\ RneV. If SURYed RWheUZiVe, Ze
can cRme back.¶

µFine, Whe laVW name heUe iV AdiW\a,¶ I Vaid. µKeeSing him fRU nRZ.¶
I checked Whe Wime. IW ZaV clRVe WR 3 a.m.
µHRZ man\ dR Ze haYe lefW finall\?¶ I Vaid.

µFURm eleYen WR fRXU in WhiV URXnd. AnZaU, NamUaWa, NeeUaj and AdiW\a
chachX.¶

µFine, leW¶V Walk WR all Rf Whem,¶ I Vaid.
M\ e\eV began WR clRVe.

µSRUU\, bhai, keeSing \RX XS. FRU m\ ZRUk' SaXUabh Vaid, cRllecWing Whe
VheeWV.

µNRW \RXU ZRUk, RXU ZRUk' I Vaid.
SaXUabh Vmiled.

µSSeaking Rf RXU ZRUk, Ze haYe a SiWch WRmRUURZ mRUning in Rffice.¶
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µScUeZ Rffice' I Vaid aV I dR]ed Rff Rn Whe UXg.
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µAnd WhaW, ladieV and genWlemen, iV C\beUSafe¶V SaWenWed WUiSle-la\eUed

VafeW\ SURWRcRl V\VWem WhaW Ze Slan WR imSlemenW in \RXU bank. The mRVW
VecXUe VafeW\ VRlXWiRn in Whe maUkeW WRda\' I Vaid, cRnclXding m\
SUeVenWaWiRn. The gURXS Rf eighW men and ZRmen cRnWinXed WR ViW
mRWiRnleVV in fURnW Rf me. FRUgeW aSSlaXVe, I ZRXld haYe VeWWled fRU a Vmall
gUXnW Rf aSSURYal RU a Rne-ZR Ud cRmmenW like µinWeUeVWing¶ RU eYen µRka\¶.
NR VXch lXck. PeRSle ZhR ZRUk in cRUSRUaWeV haYe eYeU\ biW Rf lifeblRRd
VXcked RXW Rf Whem. The\ dRn¶W UeacW ZiWh enWhXViaVm. The\ VimSl\ e[iVW
and bUeaWhe, aV if ZaiWing fRU WheiU eYenWXal fXneUal.

µI finiVhed m\ SUeVenWaWiRn, gX\V' I Vaid, in an aWWemSW WR bUing Whe eighW
fUR]en faceV in fURnW Rf me back WR life.

The RldeVW SeUVRn in Whe clienW gURXS, a genWleman ZiWh a FUench beaUd
called MU Nand\, finall\ bURke Whe Vilence.

'ThaW iV all YeU\ gRRd, bXW ZhaW ZRXld WhiV Sackage cRVW XV?¶
µM\ cRlleagXe, ZhR haV been bXdgeWing WhiV, Zill anVZeU WhaW' I Vaid.
I WXUned WR SaXUabh. He ZaV engURVVed in hiV ShRne.
µSaXUabh?¶ I Vaid. He cRnWinXed WR W\Se a meVVage ZiWh bRWh handV.
µSaXUabh?¶ JacRb, RXU bRVV, ZhR ZaV ViWWing ne[W WR SaXUabh, VSRke XS.
µPUeVenW, ViU' SaXUabh Vaid in Uefle[, aV if in claVV. He lRRked XS fURm hiV

ShRne.
µThe clienW ZanWV WR knRZ Whe annXal mainWenance bXdgeW Rn WhiV' JacRb

Vaid, and When hiVVed, µThe clienW, SaXUabh.¶
µYeV, \eV, ViU' SaXUabh Vaid. µOne VecRnd.¶ He RSened hiV laSWRS.

µSRUU\, ZhaW ZaV Whe TXeVWiRn again, ViU?¶
µWhaW Whe hell ZeUe \RX dRing?' I Vaid WR SaXUabh.
We ZeUe in a VhaUed UbeU Wa[i. We had jXVW lefW RXU Rffice in C\beUhXb

GXUgaRn fRU Whe PRUVche VhRZURRm in SRXWh E[WenViRn. NR RWheU UideU ZaV
in Whe caU ZiWh XV \eW.

µFi[ing a meeWing ZiWh NamUaWa. And WU\ing WR lRcaWe NeeUaj AURUa.¶
µIn Whe middle Rf a clienW SUeVenWaWiRn?¶

µI dRn¶W caUe. I am RbVeVVed ZiWh Whe caVe. I haYe WR find RXW ZhR did
WhiV WR PUeUna. An\Za\ Ze aUe meeWing NamUaWa WhiV FUida\.¶

µWhaW did \RX Well heU? Wh\ aUe Ze cRming?¶
µI WRld heU I¶m TXiWe diVWXUbed. WanW WR Walk WR SeRSle ZhR kneZ PUeUna

Zell, eWc.¶
I lRRked aW SaXUabh ZiWh diVaSSURYal.
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µWhaW?¶ he Vaid.
µDid Vhe bX\ iW? SRXndV a biW VWUange.¶
'WhaW elVe cRXld I haYe Vaid? I can¶W Va\ Ze aUe inYeVWigaWing. I can¶W Va\

I ZanW WR hang RXW.¶
'Did \RX WU\ Whe ³Ze ZanW WR SiWch C\beUSafe´ Whing?¶
'ThaW¶V eYen mRUe XnbelieYable. M\ fiancee and heU cR-fRXndeU died

WZR ZeekV agR and I ZanW WR SiWch bXVineVV WR heU? Had WR be an emRWiRnal
UeaVRn.¶

The dUiYeU SXlled XS Rn Whe Vide Rf Whe URad. A giUl in heU eaUl\ WZenWieV
gRW inWR Whe Wa[i. She VaW in Whe fURnW, bXW heU WhUee big VhRSSing bagV fXll Rf
clRWheV ZRXldn¶W fiW WheUe.

µI¶m VRUU\, can I SXW Whem in Whe back?¶ Vhe Vaid.
'SXUe,¶ I Vaid and Vmiled.

'ThankV. I¶m RXchi, b\ Whe Za\,¶ Vhe Vaid, bUXVhing back a lRck Rf haiU
fURm heU fRUehead.

µI knRZ,¶ I Vaid, SRinWing WR Whe UbeU aSS Rn Whe dUiYeU¶V ShRne, Zhich
VhRZed Whe nameV Rf Whe UideUV.

'Oh' Vhe Vaid and laXghed. µGRRd WR meeW \RX.¶
µKeVhaY,¶ I Vaid, and e[Wended m\ hand. µBig VhRSSing da\?¶
OYeU Whe laVW \eaU, I had SeUfecWed a meWhRd Rf Walking WR ZRmen. Pla\ iW

cRRl, VhRZ VRme inWeUeVW bXW dRn¶W be WRR keen, and SiWch a daWe faVW.
µYeV,¶ Vhe Vaid. 'GRing Rn a hRlida\ ZiWh fUiendV WR GRa VRRn. And I had

nR clRWheV.¶
µOU UaWheU, \RX needed an e[cXVe WR bX\ neZ clRWheV? I gUinned.
µTUXe. BXW a giUl dReVn'W need an e[cXVe WR bX\ clRWheV? Vhe Vaid ZiWh a

laXgh. I nRWiced Vhe had Whe cXWeVW nRVe.
SaXUabh gaYe me a diUW\ lRRk. SXUe, I had deYiaWed fURm RXU diVcXVViRn.

BXW a) he had bRRked Whe VhaUe cab aV he iV cheaS and ZanWed WR VaYe
mRne\ and b) Zh\ VhRXld I leaYe an eaV\ VcRUe?

OXU cab Ueached RameVh¶V PRUVche VhRZURRm and VWRSSed RXWVide.
µYRX heUe WR VhRS WRR?¶ RXchi Vaid, VXUSUiVed b\ Whe VWRS aW Whe lX[XU\

caU VhRZURRm.
µA man dReVn¶W need an e[cXVe WR bX\ caUV? I Vaid and Zinked. I Whink

Vhe belieYed iW fRU a VecRnd. I gXeVV iW hadn¶W VWUXck heU \eW WhaW a VXSSRVed
PRUVche bX\eU had aUUiYed in a VhaUed WagRn R Wa[i. We e[changed VmileV.
I SRinWed aW m\ ShRne, WR check if Vhe ZanWed WR e[change nXmbeUV.

Downloaded from https://www.studycrux.com



The dUiYeU Veemed WR be in a hXUU\ WR leaYe and began WR mRYe Whe caU
aV VRRn aV SaXUabh VWeSSed RXW.

µRXchiWandeUeU Rn InVWa? Vhe VhRXWed aV Whe dUiYeU VSed Rff.
µWURng. SR ZURng? SaXUabh Vaid. We Zalked WRZaUdV Whe VhRZURRm.

µWhaW¶V VR ZURng?¶ I Vaid.
µBhai, Vhe iV \RXng. SeemV WR be in cRllege?

µDRn¶W diVcUiminaWe Rn age. AV lRng aV Whe\ aUe adXlWV?
µAnd I knRZ \RX aUe nRW VeUiRXV. ThiV ZRXld be anRWheU Rf \RXU flingV?
µHRRk-XSV, \eV. She iVn¶W lRRking fRU an\Whing VeUiRXV eiWheU, GRlX. JXVW

WimeSaVV.¶
µWhaW haV haSSened WR \RX, bhai? YRX XVed WR be all abRXW eYeUlaVWing

WUXe lRYe?
µI ZaV VWXSid. I dRn¶W belieYe in all WhaW an\mRUe?

µWhaW?¶
µTUXe lRYe dReVn¶W e[iVW. The ZRUld iV VelfiVh. NRbRd\ Ueall\ caUeV abRXW

an\Rne?
µReall\? WhaW abRXW PUeUna and me? Wh\ aUe \RX giYing VR mXch Wime

WR WhiV caVe? YRX dR caUe?
µI like VRlYing UiddleV?
µThaW¶V nRW WUXe, bhai. TheUe¶V mRUe.. ?

µShh. NRZ ZheUe in WhiV SaUking can Ze can find AnZaU? And Zh\ dR
Whe\ haYe VR man\ VecXUiW\ gXaUdV all aURXnd Whe VhRZURRm?¶
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µIW¶V Rka\, Vahib, I jXVW had Wea,¶ AnZaU Vaid. We ZeUe in Whe WeaVhRS

acURVV Whe VhRZURRm, and he ZaV ViWWing Rn a VWRRl ZiWh hiV back VWUaighW.
HiV Whick mXVcXlaU fUame and VWURng fRUeaUmV made him lRRk \RXngeU Whan
hiV fRUW\-fiYe \eaUV Rf age. He ZRUe a daUk blXe XnifRUm, Zhich had Whe
lRgR Rf MalhRWUa MRWRUV Rn Whe VhiUW SRckeW. The eaUl\ eYening lighW fell Rn
hiV Wanned face, making hiV beaUd eYen mRUe SURminenW.

µWh\ did \RX ZanW WR Walk WR me?¶ AnZaU Vaid.
µNRWhing WR ZRUU\ abRXW,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.

µWRUU\?¶ AnZaU Vaid. A bR\ came and Slaced WhUee cXSV Rf Wea and fRXU
VamRVaV in fURnW Rf XV. SaXUabh lRVW fRcXV fRU a feZ VecRndV aV Whe aURma Rf
fUied dRXgh hiW him.

µWe aUe nRW Whe SRlice, VR Uela[. We jXVW ZanW WR knRZ Whe WUXWh,¶ I Vaid.
µTUXWh?¶ AnZaU Vaid.

µAbRXW ZhaW haSSened WR PUeUna,¶ SaXUabh Vaid, mRXWh filled ZiWh
VamRVa.

µI dRn'W knRZ, Vahib. PUeUna madam ZaV abVRlXWel\ fine. I m\Velf WRRk
heU fRU heU Zedding VhRSSing VeYeUal WimeV. She Veemed VR e[ciWed and
haSS\.¶

µYRX had an aUgXmenW ZiWh heU,¶ I Vaid.
AnZaU ZaV Waken aback b\ m\ fiUm YRice.

µSahib, SRlice alUead\ WURXbled GRSika abRXW iW. We had nR TXaUUel.¶
µGRSika¶V alUead\ cRnfiUmed in heU WeVWimRn\ WhaW \RX had an aUgXmenW

ZiWh PUeUna. AbRXW \RX being in GRSika¶V URRm,¶ I Vaid.
AnZaU lRRked aW SaXUabh, VXUSUiVed.
µIW¶V Rka\, AnZaU. JXVW anVZeU him,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.

AnZaU ZiSed Whe VZeaW Rn hiV fRUehead ZiWh a handkeUchief.
µMadam XVed WR ZRUk WRR mXch. She had a bad mRRd Rne da\. She

VhRXWed aW me. Onl\ becaXVe I came XS WR haYe a cXS Rf Wea in Whe maid¶V
URRm,¶ AnZaU Vaid.

µYRX ZeUe in GRSika¶V URRm Zhen PUeUna fell fURm Whe WeUUace?¶
µYeV, ViU, bXW...¶ AnZaU fell VilenW.
µGR Rn, Ze aUe liVWening' I Vaid.

µPUeUna madam ZaV like m\ child. She ZaV fiYe Zhen I VWaUWed ZRUking
fRU Whe MalhRWUaV. I WRRk heU WR VchRRl eYeU\ da\. In AmUiWVaU and When in
Delhi. PleaVe dRn¶W VXVSecW me.¶

µShRZ me \RXU ShRne' I Vaid.
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µWhaW?¶ AnZaU Vaid.
µIf \RX haYe dRne nRWhing ZURng, VhRZ me \RXU ShRne. RighW nRZ.¶
µWhaW, Vahib? I beWWeU gR. RameVh ViU Zill call me' AnZaU Vaid and VWRRd

XS.
µYRX ZanW me WR Well Whe SRlice WhaW \RX UefXVed WR VhRZ \RXU ShRne?¶ I

Vaid.
AnZaU VaW back dRZn. He lRRked aURXnd Whe WeaVhRS. He WRRk RXW hiV

ShRne fURm hiV WURXVeU SRckeW and handed iW WR me. The hRme VcUeen had a
SicWXUe Rf fRXU kidV, Uanging in age fURm WhiUWeen WR WZR \eaUV Rld.

I RSened Whe ShRWR aSSlicaWiRn Rn hiV ShRne. I fRXnd a feZ SicWXUeV Rf
him and GRSika. In Rne Rf Whe VelfieV, Vhe UeVWed heU head Rn hiV VhRXldeU
and he had hiV aUm aURXnd heU. In anRWheU, AnZaU gUinned Zhile GRSika
kiVVed hiV cheek.

µThiV iV \RX haYing Wea?¶ I Vaid, diVSla\ing Whe ShRWR WR him.
AnZaU WXUned WR SaXUabh and fRlded hiV handV.

µI dRn'W haYe a bad ni\aW, ViU. PleaVe Well \RXU fUiend nRW WR Walk WR me like
WhaW. I am gRing WR make GRSika m\ begXm.¶

µYRX aUe alUead\ maUUied. The kidV Rn \RXU hRme VcUeen aUe \RXUV, nR?¶
SaXUabh Vaid.

µM\ abba alVR haV WZR ZiYeV. I lRYe GRSika, Vahib.¶
µShe iV hRZ Rld? TZenW\-WZR? And \RX aUe fRUW\-fiYe?¶
µI knRZ, Vahib. BXW Vhe lRYeV me WRR. In facW, WhaW nighW I YideR-called

m\ hRme in AligaUh. I ZanWed heU WR Walk WR Ammi and Abba.¶
µWhaW abRXW \RXU Zife?¶
µI inWURdXced heU WR m\ Zife WRR.¶

SaXUabh lRRked aW me in VhRck. I VhRRk m\ head and Vmiled. SRme
SeRSle manage TXiWe Zell ZiWhRXW TindeU, I gXeVV.

µPUeUna madam VaZ XV in each RWheU¶V aUmV. She \elled aW me a lRW.
AfWeU PUeUna madam fRXnd RXW, I WhRXghW I ZRXld make GRSika m\ Zife
fiUVW. ThaW¶V Zh\ I ZenW WR heU URRm. TR inWURdXce heU WR m\ famil\.¶

µHRZ lRng ZaV Whe call?¶ I Vaid.
µMa\be WhiUW\ minXWeV.¶
µHRZ did \RX dR Whe YideR call?¶

µOn WhaWVASS. In GRSika'V URRm, I geW gRRd Zi-fi. ThaW¶V Zh\ I ZenW
WheUe, Vahib, I VZeaU. NRW fRU an\Whing elVe.¶

I ZenW WR AnZaU¶V call hiVWRU\ Rn hiV WhaWVASS. On Whe da\ PUeUna
died, he had made a YideR call WR a cRnWacW called 'Abba mRbile¶. The call
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laVWed fURm 7.29 S.m. WR 8.02 S.m.
µYRX made WhaW call?¶ I Vaid.

µYeV, Vahib. M\ eldeVW VRn likeV WR Wake VcUeenVhRWV dXUing YideR callV.
He VenW Whem WR me. YRX can check in Whe ShRWRV VecWiRn.¶

I checked Whe ShRWRV Rn hiV ShRne again. IW had fRXU VcUeenVhRWV Rf a
YideR call, ZiWh AnZaU and GRSika in Whe fUame. The Wime VWamS Rn Whe
VcUeen maWched Whe Wime Rf Whe call.

I UeWXUned AnZaU¶V ShRne WR him.
µHe¶V clean. He haV an alibi,¶ I Vaid.
SaXUabh nRdded.
µCan I gR, Vahib?¶ AnZaU Vaid.

µAn\ RWheU TXeVWiRnV \RX haYe fRU him?¶ I Vaid WR SaXUabh.
µOnl\ Rne. HRZ can \RX lRYe WZR ZRmen aW Whe Vame Wime?¶
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CKDSWHU 19
SaXUabh and I enWeUed Whe CheUU\ BaU in The Leela Palace HRWel in

Chanak\aSXUi. The eleganW baU had YieZV Rf Whe gaUden, fRXnWainV and ZaWeU
bRdieV RXWVide. In a cRUneU, a WhUee-membeU band Sla\ed mXVic.

AdiW\a Sla\ed Whe gXiWaU and Vang aV Zell. A dUXmmeU and a ke\bRaUd
Sla\eU VaW behind him. AdiW\a ZRUe a black VleeYeleVV T-VhiUW ZiWh a VkXll
mRWif, alRng ZiWh UiSSed blXe jeanV. He had a bandana Rn hiV head and
meWal chainV aURXnd hiV ZUiVW.

He Vang an Rld GXnV N¶ RRVeV VRng, NRYembeU Rain.
When HRRk inWR \RXU e\eV
I can Vee a lRYe UeVWUained
BXW daUlin' Zhen I hRld \RX
DRn'W \RX knRZ I feel Whe Vame?

A ZaiWeU handed XV Whe menX. SaXUabh ZenW RYeU Whe cRckWailV liVW in Whe
dim lighW.

'Damn, eighW hXndUed UXSeeV fRU a mRjiWR?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µThaW¶V befRUe GST,¶ I Vaid.

'Of cRXUVe. The gRYeUnmenW haV WR Wake a feZ ViSV Rf eYeU\ dUink Ze
haYe.¶

We RUdeUed WZR Vmall bRWWleV Rf BiUa, Whe cheaSeVW dUink Rn Whe menX.
AdiW\a hiW SeUfecW nRWeV eYen aV he UaiVed hiV YRlXme and SiWch.

NRWhin' laVWV fRUeYeU
And Ze bRWh knRZ heaUWV can change
And iW'V haUd WR hRld Whe candle
In Whe cRld NRYembeU Uain.

The band WRRk a bUeak afWeU Whe VRng ended. A \RXng giUl came XS WR
meeW AdiW\a. The\ VSRke fRU a feZ mRmenWV and e[changed nXmbeUV. She
gaYe him a WighW hXg, ZhiVSeUed VRmeWhing in hiV eaU and kiVVed him Rn Whe
neck befRUe Vhe lefW. AdiW\a mRYed WR ViW alRne aW Rne Rf Whe WableV neaU Whe
VWage.

µLeW¶V gR,¶ I Vaid.
SaXUabh WRRk a deeS bUeaWh and VWRRd XS. We e[changed nRdV,

Ueminding each RWheU WR be VmRRWh.
µHe\, AdiW\a chachX,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µSaXUabh?¶ AdiW\a Vaid, lRRking XS fURm hiV cXS Rf gUeen Wea.
µYeV, ZRZ, \RX Ving heUe. We had a clienW meeWing in Whe lRbb\. SR cRRl

WR Vee \RX,¶ SaXUabh Vaid. µYRX¶Ye meW KeVhaY?¶
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AdiW\a URVe and VhRRk handV ZiWh me.
µOf cRXUVe. Can I geW \RX gX\V a dUink?¶ AdiW\a Vaid.

µWe haYe RXU beeUV. We¶Ue gRRd,¶ I Vaid and SRinWed WR RXU Wable.
µCRme ViW ZiWh me. I haYe Wen minXWeV XnWil m\ ne[W VeW.¶

We bURXghW RXU dUinkV WR hiV Wable.
µNR dUink?¶ I Vaid.

µNRW aW ZRUk,¶ AdiW\a Vaid and SRinWed WR hiV Adam¶V aSSle. µAffecWV m\
YRice. An\Za\, alcRhRl iV nRW m\ high.¶

I nRdded. I nRWiced he had lRYe biWeV and liSVWick maUkV Rn hiV neck. He
caXghW me VWaUing aW Whem and UXbbed hiV hand Rn hiV neck.

µSRUU\.¶ AdiW\a gUinned. µPeUkV Rf Whe jRb. DRn¶W Well RameVh bhai\a I
ZRUk heUe, b\ Whe Za\.¶

µNR Za\,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µHe VRUW Rf knRZV, WhRXgh. He¶V e[WUa diVWXUbed WheVe da\V, WhaW¶V all,¶

AdiW\a Vaid.
µYeV, VR VhRcking. The ZhRle Whing,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µYeah, man,¶ AdiW\a Vaid and ViSSed hiV Wea.
µChachX, Zh\ ZRXld an\Rne dR WhiV WR PUeUna?¶

AdiW\a Slaced hiV cXS Rn Whe VaXceU and VhRRk hiV head.
µYeah, man, Zh\? SR fXcked XS,¶ he Vaid.

µYRX haYe nR idea, like, Ueall\? YRXU flRRU iV UighW belRZ Whe WeUUace.
YRX didn¶W heaU an\Whing?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.

µWhaW dR \RX mean, man? I WRld \RX I ZaV making mXVic.¶
µWhaW mXVic?¶ I Vaid.
AdiW\a WXUned WR me.

µYRX knRZ abRXW mXVic? HRZ can I Well \RX ZhaW mXVic?¶
µYRX Ving cRYeUV, I¶m gXeVVing, gRing b\ Whe GXnV N¶ RRVeV nXmbeU.

SR ZhaW RUiginal mXVic aUe \RX making, acWXall\? JXVW cXUiRXV,¶ I Vaid.
µI gRW m\ RZn VWXff, man. WRUking Rn YaUiRXV WhingV...¶ AdiW\a¶V ZRUdV

WUailed Rff.
SaXUabh VSRke afWeU a SaXVe.

µAUe WhingV Rka\ beWZeen \RX and RameVh Xncle nRZ?¶
AdiW\a VhUXgged.

µYRX knRZ him, man. Rigid aV fXck. He lRVW hiV daXghWeU, VR I dRn¶W Va\
an\Whing. BXW, \eah, he needV WR calm dRZn.¶

µI agUee,¶ SaXUabh Vaid, µbXW \RX Whink...¶
µI beWWeU
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;R. Need WR ZaUm XS fRU Whe ne[W VeW,¶
AdiW\a Vaid, inWeUUXSWing SaXUabh. µMenWiRn m\ name WR Whe ZaiWeU. YRX

Zill geW a diVcRXnW.¶
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CKDSWHU 20
µHRZ can Ze find RXW an\Whing if I can¶W inWeUURgaWe Whem? ChiW-chaW

ZRn¶W geW XV an\ZheUe' I Vaid.
µWhaW WR dR? AdiW\a chachX iV famil\. The\ Vee me aV WheiU VRn-in-laZ. I

can'W make Whem feel XncRmfRUWable b\ aVking WRR man\ TXeVWiRnV' SaXUabh
Vaid.

We ZeUe in Whe UeceSWiRn Rf KRWak MahindUa Bank¶V NeZ Delhi main
bUanch Rn BaUakhamba RRad.

µNeeUaj AURUa' I Vaid WR Whe UeceSWiRniVW fRU Whe WhiUd Wime. She had WRld
XV WR ZaiW fRU a mRmenW WZenW\ minXWeV agR.

I WXUned back WR SaXUabh.
µAW VRme SRinW Whe TXeVWiRnV need WR geW a biW WRXgh.¶
µWiWh WhiV NeeUaj cUeeS, SleaVe be WRXgh. I haWe him' SaXUabh Vaid.

µWh\?¶
µHe ZaV ZiWh PUeUna.¶
µBXW Zell befRUe \RX.¶
µDReVn¶W maWWeU.¶

A Wall and milk\ ZhiWe man emeUged fURm behind Whe UeceSWiRn.
µYRX aUe heUe WR Vee me?' He Vmiled in an RYeUfUiendl\ Za\ aV he

Zalked XS WR XV.
SaXUabh gUXnWed.

µAUe \RX ...?¶ NeeUaj VWRSSed Vmiling aV he WUied WR Slace SaXUabh. µAUe
\RX... VRUU\, I am cRnfXVed.¶

µYeV, I¶m SaXUabh. We neYeU meW bXW \RX mXVW haYe Veen m\ SicWXUeV.¶
µYRX ZeUe PUeUna¶V fiance' NeeUaj Vaid.
µCan Ze Walk?¶ I Vaid.
µAbRXW?¶ NeeUaj Vaid.
µLeW¶V VWeS RXW' I Vaid.

We headed WR Whe SWaUbXckV UighW RXWVide Whe bank. NeeUaj VaW RSSRViWe
me Rn an enRUmRXV VRfa. HiV VWaff idenWiW\ caUd hXng aURXnd hiV neck fURm
a lan\aUd. HiV ga]e VZXng fURm SaXUabh, ZhR ZaV RUdeUing cRffee fRU XV, WR
me.

µSRUU\, Zh\ did \RX ZanW WR meeW me?¶ NeeUaj Vaid.
µTR haYe a chaW abRXW PUeUna' I Vaid.

NeeUaj VWiffened. HiV gUe\ e\eV nRZ almRVW black, he VSRke ZiWh lRng
SaXVeV beWZeen hiV ZRUdV.

µWhaW abRXW PUeUna? WhaW haSSened WR heU ... iW ZaV WeUUible. TeUUible?
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SaXUabh UeWXUned fURm Whe cRXnWeU ZiWh WhUee cXSV Rf cRffee and a SlaWe
lRaded ZiWh mXffinV, cinnamRn URllV and cURiVVanWV. Did Ze Ueall\ need WR
dR a VemibXffeW eYeU\ Wime Ze inYeVWigaWed VRmeRne?

SaXUabh WRRk a VeaW ne[W WR me.
µSaXUabh, I ZanWed WR e[SUeVV m\ cRndRlenceV. TRWall\ Xne[SecWed?

NeeUaj Vaid.
SaXUabh had a mXffin in hiV hand. He SaXVed fURm Waking a biWe and

VWaUed aW NeeUaj.
µSRmeRne killed heU? he Vaid, µSlain and VimSle¶.
NeeUaj VZallRZed aW Whe ZRUd µkilled¶.
µThe SaSeUV Vaid Vhe fell dRZn. An accidenW?
SaXUabh and I didn¶W UeVSRnd.

µWh\ aUe \RX gX\V lRRking aW me like WhaW?¶ NeeUaj Vaid.
µWhen did \RX laVW VSeak WR heU?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.

NeeUaj glanced aW hiV ZUiVWZaWch and VWRRd XS WR leaYe.
µI dRn¶W haYe Wime fRU WhiV. I¶m e[SecWing VRme cXVWRmeUV?
µDR \RX ZanW Whe SRlice WR cRme WR \RXU Rffice and dR Whe inWeUURgaWiRn

inVWead?¶ I Vaid.
NeeUaj WRRk a deeS bUeaWh.

µI bURke Rff ZiWh PUeUna WZR \eaUV agR. WhaW ZRXld I knRZ?¶
µYRX WUeaWed heU VR badl\? SaXUabh Vaid.

µI didn¶W mean WR? NeeUaj Vaid, and WilWed hiV head WR aYRid e\e cRnWacW.
µWe ZeUe bRWh WRR \RXng. An\Za\, hRZ dReV iW maWWeU?¶

µWh\ did \RX gX\V bUeak XS?¶ I Vaid.
µI ZaV \RXng. She ZanWed cRmmiWmenW. I cRXldn¶W giYe iW?
µIV WhaW iW?¶ SaXUabh Vaid. µDRn¶W lie, \RX VelfiVh aVVhRle?
µSaXUabh? I Vaid.
µFine. I felW I cRXld dR beWWeU. All m\ fUiendV Vaid I lRRk faU beWWeU Whan

heU. I WRld heU WR lRVe ZeighW?
µYRX dXmSed heU becaXVe \RX WhRXghW Vhe ZaV nRW hRW enRXgh!¶

SaXUabh Vaid.
NeeUaj keSW hiV cXS dRZn, e\eV daUWing heUe and WheUe.
SaXUabh cRnWinXed, µDR \RX knRZ Vhe ZenW inWR deSUeVViRn? She TXiW

heU jRb. She lRVW heU cRnfidence?
µYeV, bXW did Vhe Well \RX hRZ man\ WimeV I aSRlRgiVed fRU iW? I WRld \RX,

Ze ZeUe \RXng. I gRW caUUied aZa\. M\ fUiendV ZeUe all bUinging WheiU
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VXSeU-Vkinn\ giUlfUiendV in VhRUW VkiUWV WR clXbV. I felW I alVR ZanWed WhaW. I
ZaV ZURng.¶

µSick \RX aUe.¶
µI WRld \RX I ZaV ZURng. I WRld PUeUna I ZaV ZURng. I ZanWed WR geW back.

GeW maUUied. I VWill did.¶
µWhaW dR \RX mean µµVWill did´?¶ I Vaid.
µNRWhing,¶ NeeUaj Vaid.
µI haYe VRme TXeVWiRnV, anVZeU WUXWhfXll\,¶ I Vaid.
µSXUe.¶

SaXUabh chRmSed haUd Rn hiV VecRnd mXffin like iW ZaV an aSSle, Waking
RXW hiV fUXVWUaWiRn Rn Whe helSleVV fRRd.

µHRZ RfWen did \RX VSeak WR PUeUna in Whe laVW \eaU?¶ I Vaid.
µNRW mXch. I ZRXld Vend a meVVage Rn chaW eYeU\ Zeek. MRVWl\, Vhe

ignRUed me.¶
µYRX VenW meVVageV afWeU \RX kneZ Vhe ZaV ZiWh me?¶ SaXUabh Vaid, hiV

big cheekV nRZ Sink like a bab\¶V bRWWRm.
µYeV,¶ NeeUaj Vaid.
µYRX aVV...¶ SaXUabh VWRRd XS WR VWUike him.

µYRX Vaid be WUXWhfXl,' NeeUaj Vaid, cRZeUing in hiV VeaW. I SXlled
SaXUabh back.

µCalm dRZn, GRlX. FRcXV Rn ZhaW Ze came fRU.¶
µI came fRU WhiV WRR. I alZa\V ZanWed WR beaW Whe VhiW RXW Rf WhiV gX\,¶

SaXUabh Vaid. He lifWed a fRUk and SRinWed iW aW NeeUaj.
µCXWleU\ dRZn, GRlX,¶ I Vaid.

NeeUaj cRnWinXed.
µI ZanWed WR geW back ZiWh heU. SaXUabh came inWR Whe SicWXUe. BXW iW ZaV

an aUUanged maUUiage.¶
µSR SeRSle in aUUanged maUUiageV dRn¶W haYe feelingV?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µShh, SaXUabh. NeeUaj, did \RX gX\V acWXall\ VSeak? Did \RX meeW heU?¶
µWe VSRke Rn Whe ShRne Whe feZ WimeV Vhe Sicked XS. I meW heU WZice

WhiV \eaU.¶
µThiV \eaU? YRX fXcking meW heU WhiV \eaU?¶ SaXUabh Vaid. When

SaXUabh XVeV Whe F ZRUd, \RX knRZ all beWV cRXld be Rff VRRn. I kneZ hRZ
WR calm him dRZn. I Vlid Whe cinnamRn URll WRZaUdV him. When VWUeVVed,
RffeU VXgaU.

µTU\ WhiV. Reall\ gRRd,¶ I Vaid. SaXUabh lRRked aW me in VXUSUiVe, bXW
WRRk Whe SlaWe an\Za\.
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µWhen did \RX laVW meeW heU, NeeUaj?¶ I Vaid.
µI ZaiWed RXWVide heU EaWR Rffice in NRida. I begged heU WR Walk WR me

Zhen Vhe lefW ZRUk. I WRld heU WR fRUgiYe me. I had been VhallRZ and
inVenViWiYe. PUeUna had UaUe TXaliWieV. SmaUW, haUd-ZRUking, caUing, kind and
fXn. She ZaV a dUeam SaUWneU?

µYRX fXcking UealiVed Vhe iV gRing WR be Uich ZiWh EaWR. ThaW¶V Whe Rnl\
UeaVRn \RX ZanWed heU back. IVn¶W iW? YRX lighW-e\ed, e[WUa-Whin aVVhRle,¶
SaXUabh Vaid.

µNR. I miVVed heU. I lRYed heU.¶
SRmeWhing VnaSSed in SaXUabh aW WheVe ZRUdV. CRmSleWel\ RXW Rf

chaUacWeU, he leaned fRUZaUd and gUabbed NeeUaj¶V WhURaW. NeeUaj¶V e\eV
SRSSed Zide aV SaXUabh chRked him.

µI am gRing WR kill WhiV baVWaUd.¶
µPleaVe, SleaVe, leaYe me,¶ NeeUaj Vaid. CXVWRmeUV and SWaUbXckV VWaff

WXUned WR lRRk aW XV. Of cRXUVe, in Delhi nRbRd\ giYeV a damn abRXW VXch
Vmall fighWV. UnWil blRRd iV VSilled, SeRSle Uemain cRRl and ViS WheiU laWWeV.

µSWRS, GRlX,¶ I Vaid and \anked SaXUabh¶V hand aZa\ fURm NeeUaj¶V
delicaWe neck.

We aUe heUe WR geW infRUmaWiRn. RemRYe jealRXV fiance caS, ZeaU Whe
deWecWiYe haW, I ZanWed WR Well him.

µNeeUaj, Zhen ZaV Whe laVW Wime \RX had an\ cRnWacW ZiWh heU?¶
µWe chaWWed Whe da\ Vhe died,¶ NeeUaj Vaid.
SaXUabh and I VaW XS.
µAbRXW ZhaW e[acWl\?¶ I Vaid.

µI WRld heU, iW¶V KaUYa ChaXWh and Whe Rnl\ SeUVRn I can imagine aV m\
Zife iV \RX. SaXUabh dRn¶W hiW me, SleaVe?

µHe ZRn¶W,¶ I Vaid, claVSing SaXUabh¶V hand WighW. µSaXUabh, did PUeUna
eYeU menWiRn WhiV? NeeUaj WU\ing WR geW back ZiWh heU?¶

µNR. She did Va\ he keeSV aSRlRgiVing. NRWhing mRUe?
µWhaW Wime did \RX chaW ZiWh heU?¶ I Vaid.

NeeUaj WRRk RXW hiV ShRne fURm hiV SRckeW. He VcURlled WhURXgh hiV
chaWV.

µAURXnd Vi[ in Whe eYening?
µCan I Vee Whe chaWV?¶ I Vaid.

µI ZanWed WR fRUmall\ SURSRVe maUUiage WR heU. KaUYa ChaXWh Veemed
like an aXVSiciRXV da\,¶ NeeUaj Vaid, handing me hiV ShRne.

SaXUabh lRRked aW Whe VcUeen in m\ hand fURm Whe cRmeU Rf hiV e\e.
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I VcURlled XS WR Whe chaWV Rn 17 OcWRbeU, aW 6.05 S.m.
NeeUaj: PleaVe P, meeW me fRU fiYe minXWeV.
PUeUna: NR N. I can¶W. Famil\ aW hRme. IW¶V KaUYa ChaXWh.
NeeUaj: BXW \RX aUe nRW maUUied \eW. Wh\ aUe \RX celebUaWing iW?
PUeUna: I can¶W meeW.
NeeUaj: TheUe¶V VWill Wime. We acWXall\ lRYed each RWheU.
PUeUna: PaVW WenVe. Am VXUe \RX haYe SlenW\ Rf WhRVe mini-VkiUW giUlV

nRZ.
NeeUaj: I dRn¶W ZanW WhaW. PleaVe. FiYe minXWeV.
PUeUna: Can¶W. And VRUU\, am bXV\. HaYe WR gR.
NeeUaj: I jXVW ZanW WR giYe \RX VRmeWhing. I am RXWVide.
PUeUna: OXWVide?
NeeUaj: I mean in Whe A BlRck SaUk Rf NeZ FUiendV CRlRn\. RighW

RXWVide \RXU hRXVe. I can Vee \RXU bXngalRZ.
PUeUna: AUe \RX VWalking me??
NeeUaj: NR, I came heUe VR iW iV eaV\ fRU \RX. I am ViWWing Rn Whe cRmeU

bench.
PUema: YRX aUe ZaVWing \RXU Wime. GR hRme.
NeeUaj: PleaVe P.
Ten minXWeV laWeU, aW 6.20 S.m.
NeeUaj: AUe \RX WheUe?
TZenW\ minXWeV laWeU, aW 6.40 S.m.
NeeUaj: I WUied calling WhUice. PleaVe Sick XS. I VaZ Whe blXe WickV. YRX

haYe Veen Whe meVVageV.
One hRXU laWeU, aW 7.47 S.m.
NeeUaj: I am leaYing. All I ZanWed ZaV fiYe minXWeV.
The laVW meVVage Uemained XnUead. I UeWXUned Whe ShRne WR NeeUaj.
µSR \RX ZeUe WheUe? NeaU heU hRXVe Zhen Vhe died,¶ I Vaid.
µYeah. BXW I neYeU meW heU. Ma\ I leaYe nRZ? I haYe VhRZn \RX

eYeU\Whing.¶
I nRdded. NeeUaj VWRRd XS WR leaYe.

µDR \RX knRZ ZhaW \RXU being ne[W WR heU hRXVe aW WhaW Wime meanV?¶
SaXUabh Vaid.

µWhaW?¶ NeeUaj Vaid.
SaXUabh gUabbed hiV cRllaU ZiWh bRWh handV.

µThaW \RX aUe a fXcking VXVSecW. And I am Rn WR \RX' SaXUabh Vaid, hiV
Sink cheekV nRZ an aSSle Ued.

Downloaded from https://www.studycrux.com



CKDSWHU 21
NamUaWa Taneja, cR-fRXndeU Rf EaWR, meW XV aW Whe enWUance Rf heU

Rffice.
µWelcRme, SaXUabh' NamUaWa Vaid. µSR nice Rf \RX WR cRme b\. YRX aUe

KeVhaY, UighW? We meW aW Whe engagemenW?
'YeV' I Vaid, aV Vhe VhRRk m\ hand fiUml\.

EaWR had iWV Rffice Rn Whe WenWh flRRU Rf a bXilding in NRida SecWRU 16.
The WZR WhRXVand VTXaUe fRRW VSace had a lRng ZhiWe deVk ZiWh Wen ZhiWe
chaiUV aUUanged Rn eiWheU Vide. SWaff, all Rf Whem in WheiU WZenWieV, VaW in
fURnW Rf cRmSXWeUV W\Sing cRde RU SUeSaUing VSUeadVheeWV. FlRRU-WR-ceiling
ZindRZV filled Whe Rffice ZiWh VXnlighW. TheUe ZeUe WhUee gianW TV VcUeenV
Rn Whe ZallV. The\ diVSla\ed VWaWiVWicV, like Whe nXmbeU Rf XVeUV cXUUenWl\ Rn
Whe aSS, Whe cXUUenW VeUYeU lRad and Whe fXlfilmenW UaWe. NamUaWa¶V cabin,
Zhich Vhe XVed WR VhaUe ZiWh PUeUna, ZaV aW Whe RWheU end Rf Whe ZhiWe deVk.

µPleaVe, haYe a VeaW. WRXld \RX like SeSSeUminW Wea?¶ NamUaWa Vaid. She
ZRUe a Vk\ blXe UaZ Vilk VaUee. She had acceVVRUiVed iW ZiWh a Whin VilYeU
necklace, alRng ZiWh maWching eaUUingV and bUaceleWV.

OXWVide NamUaWa'V ZindRZ, I cRXld Vee Whe DND fl\Za\, Whe URad WhaW
cRnnecWed NRida ZiWh Delhi. She lRZeUed Whe blindV halfZa\ WR cXW Whe
VXnlighW. We VaW facing each RWheU ZiWh Whe deVk beWZeen XV. The minimaliVW
deVign made Whe URRm lRRk VWUaighW RXW Rf a VSaceVhiS.

µBeaXWifXl Slace' I Vaid.
µThank \RX' NamUaWa Vaid. µPUeUna had a lRW WR dR ZiWh Whe inWeUiRU

deVign.¶
HeU ga]e VhifWed WR PUeUna¶V deVk and chaiU, VWaUkl\ emSW\ Rn Whe

RSSRViWe Vide Rf Whe cabin.
SaXUabh VWRRd XS and Zalked XS WR Whe deVk. On iW ZeUe fUamed SicWXUeV

Rf PUeUna¶V famil\, and heU cRmSXWeU. TheUe ZaV alVR a ShRWRgUaSh ZiWh
SaXUabh fURm WheiU engagemenW. BRWh Rf Whem claVSing each RWheU¶V handV,
Whe neZ engagemenW UingV cleaUl\ YiVible Rn WheiU fingeUV.

µYRX haYe cRme heUe befRUe, SaXUabh?¶ NamUaWa Vaid.
µYeV, a cRXSle Rf WimeV,¶ he Vaid, ZiSing a WeaU fURm Whe cRmeU Rf hiV

e\e. NamUaWa VWRRd XS. HeU high heelV click-clacked aV Vhe Zalked XS WR
SaXUabh.

µI am VR VRUU\,' Vhe Vaid, and gaYe SaXUabh a hXg. I Uemained aW
NamUaWa¶V deVk. I nRWiced Whe WZR WURShieV Rn iW.

µHRW VWaUWXSV aZaUd¶, Vaid Rne.
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µWRman enWUeSUeneXU Rf Whe \eaU aZaUd²NamUaWa Taneja¶, Vaid Whe
RWheU.

A bXnch Rf SUinWed A4 VheeWV ZeUe ne[W WR Whe WURShieV. The ke\V Rf heU
VRlkVZagen acWed aV a SaSeUZeighW. I leaned fRUZaUd a liWWle WR Vee beWWeU.

µEaWR Financial ReSRUWV fRU Whe laWeVW TXaUWeU' ZaV all I cRXld Uead fURm
Whe WRS Rf Rne Rf Whe VheeWV.

µYRX fine?¶ NamUaWa Vaid WR SaXUabh. He nRdded. The\ UeWXUned WR heU
deVk and WRRk WheiU UeVSecWiYe VeaWV. A VWaff membeU came in ZiWh a leaWheU
and ZRRd WUa\, Zhich had WhUee cXSV Rf SeSSeUminW Wea Rn iW.

AlRng ZiWh Whe Wea ZaV a SlaWe Rf ZalnXWV and bUick-Ued UaiVinV.
µGRji beUUieV. SXSeUfRRd, lRWV Rf anWiR[idanWV,¶ NamUaWa Vaid. When \RX

haYe VXSeU eaWeUV like SaXUabh, hRZ VXSeU Whe fRRd iV and hRZ gRRd iW iV fRU
\RX dReVn¶W maWWeU. SaXUabh WRRk a fiVWfXl Rf nXWV and gRji beUUieV in hiV
hand, hRSing WR dURZn hiV VRUURZV in calRUieV.

µYRX ZanWed WR meeW fRU a SaUWicXlaU UeaVRn?' NamUaWa Vaid, aV Vhe WRRk
a Win\ ViS Rf heU Wea.

µNR, NamUaWa didi. IW'V jXVW WhaW I can¶W figXUe WhiV RXW. WhaW haSSened iV
VR VWUange. One mRmenW Ze aUe Slanning WR VSend RXU life WRgeWheU. The
ne[W Vhe iV gRne, like fRUeYeU.¶

µI can UelaWe WR \RXU Sain,¶ NamUaWa Vaid and Vighed. µShe and I bXilW WhiV
cRmSan\. BURXghW EaWR Will heUe. And nRZ Vhe¶V jXVW gRne.¶

µI ZanWed WR meeW SeRSle clRVe WR heU. TR helS XndeUVWand Whe ZhRle
Whing beWWeU,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.

NamUaWa WRRk Whe cRmeU Rf heU VaUee and ZiSed heU e\eV.
µSRUU\, I didn¶W mean WR geW emRWiRnal,¶ NamUaWa Vaid and Vmiled. µI am

Whe fRXndeU CEO. WhaW Zill Whe VWaff Whink? I haYe WR VWa\ VWURng.¶
µIW¶V bXV\ heUe?¶ I Vaid.

µYeV. We aUe gURZing. ThUee URXndV Rf fXnding mean WhUee VeWV Rf
inYeVWRUV. The\ ZanW WR Vee SeUfRU-

mance, gURZWh and SURfiWV. RaiVing mRne\ iVn¶W all fXn. YRX haYe WR
eaUn back mXch mRUe.¶

I VTXaVhed a gRji beUU\ in m\ fingeUV aV I ZRndeUed hRZ WR SURbe
fXUWheU ZiWhRXW UaiVing heU anWennae.

µDid Whe VWaff heUe like PUeUna?' I Vaid.
µLike? EYeU\Rne lRYed heU. I lRYed heU. She ZaV like a liWWle ViVWeU WR me'

NamUaWa Vaid.
µDid Whe VWaff RXWVide Vee heU aV VWUicW? An\Rne Vhe had XSVeW?¶ I Vaid.
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µNRW aW all. AVk SaXUabh, he knRZV hRZ cRnVideUaWe and kind Vhe ZaV.¶
SaXUabh nRdded.

µHRZ did \RX eYen VWaUW WhiV bXVineVV WRgeWheU?¶ I Vaid. 'JXVW cXUiRXV.¶
µM\ dad and RameVh Xncle aUe Rld fUiendV and bXVineVV SaUWneUV. When

PUeUna decided WR deYelRS WhiV VWaUWXS, RameVh Xncle VenW heU WR me. I XVed
WR ZRUk aV a VRfWZaUe cRnVXlWanW. I lRYed heU VSiUiW and bXVineVV Slan. BRWh
Rf XV had VRme mRne\ VaYed, Zhich Ze inYeVWed. The UeVW iV hiVWRU\.¶

µWhaW haSSenV WR PUeUna¶V VWake nRZ?¶ I Vaid. NamUaWa lRRked VWaUWled.
µWe haYe WR figXUe RXW Whe SaSeUZRUk. IW ZRXld be heU nRmineeV, mRVWl\

RameVh Xncle. Reall\, KeVhaY? YRX Whink WhaW¶V ZhaW Ze VhRXld be Walking
abRXW?¶

µI¶m VRUU\,¶ I Vaid. µI¶m cRnVideUing a VWaUWXS Rf m\ RZn, VR had VRme
TXeVWiRnV.¶

µOne VhRXld VWill be VenViWiYe, iVn¶W iW?' NamUaWa Vaid, lRRking VWeadil\ aW
me. µAn\Za\, I haYe an inYeVWRU call nRZ.¶
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µYRX Whink \RXU Slan Zill ZRUk?' SaXUabh Vaid. He had SXW Rn enRXgh

cRlRgne WR be an aiU fUeVheneU fRU Whe enWiUe SlaneW. We ZeUe Rn RXU Za\ WR
MalhRWUa HRXVe. I URlled dRZn Whe ZindRZ Rn m\ Vide WR leW in VRme aiU.

µDeSendV Rn \RXU SeUfRUmance' I Vaid.
µFine, I Zill WU\' SaXUabh Vaid aV RXU cab SXlled inWR Whe dUiYeZa\ Rf Whe

hRXVe.
µIW feelV nice WR haYe \RX heUe. OWheUZiVe WhiV hRXVe iV fXll Rf VadneVV

WheVe da\V' BindX Vaid, VeUYing WZR VcRRSV Rf daal in SaXUabh¶V bRZl.
µThankV fRU haYing me RYeU' SaXUabh Vaid, µeYen WhRXgh I inYiWed

m\Velf.¶
µAnd fRU leWWing me Wag alRng' I Vaid.

µWhaW Wag alRng? YRX aUe like famil\ WRR' BindX Vaid.
We ZeUe ViWWing aW Whe WZelYe-VeaWeU Wable in Whe dining URRm Rn Whe

gURXnd flRRU Rf Whe hRXVe. SaXUabh and I ZeUe WR Whe UighW Rf RameVh, ZhR
VaW aW Whe head. Neelam, BindX, Aja\, Anjali and Maaji ZeUe alVR ZiWh XV.
GRSika keSW cRming fURm Whe kiWchen ZiWh baWcheV Rf hRW ShXlkaV. We had
Whem ZiWh \ellRZ daal, baingan ka bhaUWa, bhindi maVala and Salak SaneeU.

µWheUe¶V Adi?' RameVh Vaid, WeaUing hiV ShXlka.
µHe Vaid he Zill be ZRUking laWe' Neelam Vaid.

µSinging aW a baU Zhile SeRSle geW dUXnk. SRme ZRUk' RameVh Vaid.
µWh\ aUe \RX afWeU him?¶ Maaji Vaid. She Rnl\ had \ellRZ daal and Uice

Rn heU SlaWe. She mi[ed Whem ZiWh a Vhak\ hand and aWe VlRZl\.
µWhR iV afWeU him?¶ RameVh Vaid.

µLeaYe iW, RameVh ji' Neelam Vaid. µHRZ aUe \RX, SaXUabh? YRXU
SaUenWV came WR Vee XV laVW Zeek. SR nice Rf Whem.¶

µThe\ Vend WheiU UegaUdV. I am gRRd, aXnW\. HaSS\ WR be heUe WRnighW'
SaXUabh Vaid. µYRX WUeaW me like a VRn.¶

µOf cRXUVe, \RX aUe RXU beWa' BindX Vaid.
GRRd, SaXUabh had laid Whe gURXndZRUk fRU RXU Slan Zell.
µSR, aUe \RX VWill helSing Whe SRlice?¶ Anjali Vaid. I VaZ heU SURSeUl\ fRU

Whe fiUVW Wime WhaW da\. She lRRked SUeWW\ in heU Sink DRnald DXck T-VhiUW.
SaXUabh caXghW me VWaUing aW Anjali and cRXghed.

µNRW Ueall\' I Vaid, cRmSRVing m\Velf. µThe SRlice dRn¶W Veem WRR keen
WR Wake RXU helS. YRX heaUd fURm Whem, RameVh Xncle?¶

µThe\ Vaid VRmeWhing abRXW fRUenVic UeSRUWV being Uead\ VRRn. The\
alVR ZanWed Whe mRbile deWailV Rf eYeU\Rne in Whe hRXVe, GRd knRZV fRU
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ZhaW. She had an XnlXck\ fall. NRZ clRVe Whe maWWeU.¶
µWhaW aUe \RX Va\ing, VeeUji? We mXVW aW leaVW find RXW if VRmeRne did

iW' BindX Vaid.
µYRX ZanW neighbRXUV WR Vee a SRlice G\SV\ RXWVide RXU hRXVe eYeU\

da\?¶ RameVh Vaid.
µO aa\a Vi' Maaji Vaid, e\eV VWill Rn heU SlaWe aV Vhe mXmbled WR heUVelf.

'O aa\a Vi. O aa\a Vi.¶
µMaaji, SleaVe be TXieW' RameVh Vaid. Anjali SaWWed Maaji¶V back and

gaYe heU a glaVV Rf ZaWeU.
µSRUU\ abRXW WhaW. Maaji iV nRW keeSing Zell' RameVh Vaid. µAnjali, Wake

heU WR heU URRm, SleaVe.¶
Anjali held Maaji¶V hand aV Vhe VWRRd XS. SlRZl\, Whe\ Zalked RXW Rf Whe

URRm WR gR XS Whe VWaiUV.
µI heaUd \RX meW NamUaWa' RameVh Vaid afWeU Whe\ lefW.
SaXUabh had jXVW Sicked XS anRWheU biWe, and hiV hand fUR]e Rn Whe Za\

WR hiV mRXWh.
µYeV, laVW Zeek' he Vaid in a Vmall YRice.
µHRZ cRme?¶ RameVh Vaid.

µI miVVed PUeUna. EaWR meanW VR mXch WR heU. I ZanWed WR Vee heU Rffice
again.'

BindX SaWWed SaXUabh¶V ZUiVW in VXSSRUW.
µNamUaWa called me. She ZaV haSS\ WR meeW \RX. BXW Vhe Veemed

VXUSUiVed aW \RXU fUiend¶V TXeVWiRnV' RameVh Vaid. µSRmeWhing abRXW
PUeUna¶V VWake. Wh\, KeVhaY?¶

µOh' I Vaid. 'SRUU\, Uncle. GRW cXUiRXV.¶
µKeVhaY beWa, NamUaWa iV like famil\ WR XV. We haYe knRZn heU SaUenWV

a lRng Wime.¶
µI aSRlRgiVe Rn hiV behalf WRR' SaXUabh Vaid.
µIW¶V Rka\, beWa. We WUXVW NamUaWa. PUema¶V VhaUe Zill be VRUWed RXW in

dXe cRXUVe. She VhRXldn'W feel I VenW \RX WR SXW SUeVVXUe Rn heU.'
µWe Zill be mRUe caUefXl,¶ SaXUabh Vaid aV Anjali came back WR Whe

Wable.
Neelam WRSSed XS RXU kaWRUiV ZiWh mRUe VXb]i. PXnjabiV aVVXme \RX

need a Uefill XnleVV \RX dR a neaU-YiRlenW SURWeVW.
'EnRXgh, Neelam aXnW\. I¶m fXll,¶ I Vaid, ZaYing m\ handV YigRURXVl\.
µYRX haUdl\ eaW,¶ Vhe Vaid, cRnWinXing WR add mRUe Sane eU.
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µNR, nR. Reall\, I¶Ye had enRXgh,¶ I VhRXWed and cRYeUed Whe kaWRUi ZiWh
m\ hand.

Anjali Vmiled aW m\ aWWemSWV WR ZaUd Rff Neelam.
µEnjR\ Neelam aXnW\¶V hRVSiWaliW\ and lRYe, KeVhaY. IW¶V UaUe WR haYe

WhiV,¶ Anjali Vaid.
µWh\? GeeWX didn¶W feed \RX Zell RU ZhaW?¶ Neelam Vaid.
µShe did, if \RX cRXnW SRinWing WR a can Rf baked beanV and bUead in Whe

kiWchen aV feeding Zell,¶ Anjali Vaid and laXghed.
µWhaW? GeeWX didn¶W cRRk?¶ Neelam Vaid.

µNR, bRWh m\ SaUenWV haWe cRRking. AlVR, in AmeUica, mealV aUe neYeU
VR laYiVh. NRbRd\ can beaW \RX, Neelam aXnW\,¶ Anjali Vaid.

Neelam gaYe a Vh\ Vmile aW Whe Xne[SecWed SUaiVe. She mRYed RYeU WR
fill SaXUabh¶V SlaWe, and he didn¶W UeViVW aW all.

µRameVh Xncle, I had Rne liWWle iVVXe,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
'I need \RXU adYice.¶
SaXUabh had finall\ cRme WR RXU Slan. RameVh lRRked XS fURm hiV SlaWe.

µAdYice? YeV, \eV, VXUe. Tell me,¶ he Vaid.
µOXU leaVe e[SiUed in Whe MalYi\a NagaU flaW. WRUk keSW XV bXV\. We

cRXldn¶W finaliVe a neZ Slace. If \RX cRXld VXggeVW a gXeVWhRXVe fRU a feZ
ZeekV, Ze cRXld mRYe WheUe,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.

µAh,¶ RameVh Vaid. µLeW¶V Vee. TheUe mighW be VRme SlaceV neaU Whe
VhRZURRm.¶

He WaSSed hiV fRUehead aV he WhRXghW Rf RSWiRnV. ThiV ZaV nRW Whe
RXWcRme Ze ZanWed. We had WR make WhiV mRUe emRWiRnal. I Vignalled WR
SaXUabh WR WU\ haUdeU.

'FRU fRRd Ze can jXVW eaW bUead and bXWWeU and manage. IURnic, I WhRXghW
PUeUna and I ZRXld Wake a neZ Slace WRgeWheU, nRZ I haYe WR figXUe RXW
VRmeWhing.¶

µYeV, life can be VR cUXel' RameVh Vaid.
Damn, he ZaV VWill nRW geWWing iW.
FRUWXnaWel\, Neelam VaYed XV.

µBUead and bXWWeU? YRX need SURSeU hRme fRRd. RameVh ji?¶ Neelam
Vaid and glaUed aW heU hXVband.

ThiV Wime iW ZRUked.
'Oh. Wh\ a gXeVWhRXVe? WhaW iV WhiV big hRXVe fRU? SWa\ heUe. Onl\ fRU

a feZ ZeekV, \RX Vaid?¶
SaXUabh lRRked aW me. IW ZaV m\ WXUn WR Sla\ Whe SaUW.
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µNR, Uncle, Ze can¶W. We can¶W imSRVe..I Vaid.
µWhaW imSRVe? TheUe¶V nRWhing like imSRVe fRU famil\. JXVW Whe WZR Rf

\RX, UighW? HRZ mXch VSace dR \RX need?¶
µOne URRm iV enRXgh' I Vaid. µWheUeYeU in WhiV hRXVe iV cRnYenienW fRU

\RX.'
µAdiW\a haV an enWiUe flRRU' BindX Vaid.

µNR, dRn¶W aVk him. He Zill cRmSlain. The\ aUe m\ gXeVWV. If iW iV Rka\
ZiWh \RX bR\V, PUeUna¶V URRm iV WheUe. Will WhaW ZRUk fRU \RX?¶

'I ZRXld haYe aVked \RX fRU Whe Vame' SaXUabh Vaid, aV he high-liYed me
XndeU Whe Wable.
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µSRUU\, I¶m laWe' Anjali Vaid.
In a maURRn WXUWleneck and black VlackV, ZiWh heU hXge laSWRS bag Rn

heU VhRXldeU, Vhe lRRked Vleek and eleganW.
µCRming fURm ZRUk?¶ I Vaid.

µSRUW Rf. I fUeelance nRZ. I ZRUk RXW Rf a SWaUbXckV neaU m\ Rld Rffice.¶
We ZeUe aW DXnkin¶ DRnXWV in C\beUhXb. SaXUabh RUdeUed hRW Wea ZiWh

gingeU fRU all Rf XV and a VelecWiRn Rf a dR]en dRnXWV WhaW came in a maVViYe
Sink bR[.

µWhR iV gRing WR haYe VR man\?¶ I Vaid.
µChill, WhiV iV a WakeaZa\ bR[. We Zill Wake hRme ZhaWeYeU¶V lefW,¶

SaXUabh Vaid, Sicking XS a VXgaU-gla]ed dRnXW.
µThankV fRU meeWing me, gX\V,¶ Vaid Anjali. She lRRked cXWeU Whan eYeU

in heU WXUWleneck. I ZRndeUed if SaXUabh ZRXld be Rka\ ZiWh me daWing heU
nRZ. AfWeU all, Whe famil\ WabRR didn¶W aSSl\ an\mRUe.

µDRnXW?¶ SaXUabh RffeUed. She declined.
µI ZanWed WR VhaUe a feZ WhingV ZiWh \RX abRXW PUema didi¶V caVe,¶

Anjali Vaid.
µWhaW?¶ I Vaid.

µAbRXW Whe famil\. IW¶V nRW aV SeUfecW aV Whe\ make iW RXW WR be. The\ aUe
aV d\VfXncWiRnal aV an\ RWheU famil\.¶

µOka\...¶ I Vaid, nRW knRZing ZhaW WR e[SecW ne[W.
µYRX gX\V VWill inYeVWigaWing Whe caVe?¶
SaXUabh and I lRRked aW each RWheU.

µWe can¶W. I mean, Ze aUen¶W able WR,¶ SaXUabh Vaid. µYRX heaUd RameVh
Xncle. He didn¶W aSSURYe Rf KeVhaY aVking NamUaWa didi TXeVWiRnV. HRZ
Zill Ze eYeU inYeVWigaWe Whe famil\?¶

µWhaW abRXW Whe SRlice?¶ Anjali Vaid.
µThe\ dRn¶W Veem WhaW inWeUeVWed. JXVW dRing VRme URXWine UeSRUWV. TR

VhRZ Whe\ did ZRUk befRUe clRVing Whe caVe,' I Vaid.
µYeah. RameVh Xncle ZanWV WR clRVe Whe caVe. BXW BindX maVi and I, Ze

bRWh ZanW WR find RXW ZhaW haSSened. EYen Maaji Va\V Vhe VaZ VRmeRne.
MUV GRel heaUd VRmeRne. HRZ can Ze acceSW iW aV an accidenW?¶ She WRRk a
ViS Rf heU Wea.

µWe aUe nRW acceSWing WhaW' I Vaid. µYRX Vaid \RX ZanWed WR VhaUe
VRmeWhing?¶

Anjali leaned fRUZaUd.
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µWell, I¶m VXUe \RX Zill find RXW mRUe aV \RX Zill be VWa\ing in Whe
Vame hRXVe VRRn. BXW WhiV famil\ iV e[SeUW aW keeSing a facade.¶

µAV in?¶ I Vaid.
µRameVh Xncle¶V VWUeVVed.¶

'CaU ValeV RYeUall aUe in a dRZnWXUn.¶ SaXUabh nRdded.
µIW¶V mRUe Whan WhaW. Uncle dUinkV alRne in hiV hRXVe. EYeU\ nighW' Anjali

Vaid.
µHRZ dR \RX knRZ?¶ I Vaid.

µI haYe Veen and heaUd him. FighWing ZiWh Neelam aXnW\. AUgXing ZiWh
PUeUna. ShRXWing aW heU. Walking XS and dRZn Whe VWaiUV Rf Whe hRXVe aW
nighW. SmRking laWe aW nighW, RXWVide Whe hRXVe RU Rn Whe WeUUace.¶

µWaiW, did \RX Va\ WeUUace?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µYeah, VRmeWimeV' Anjali Vaid. µWh\?¶
µYRX Whink Uncle cRXld be inYRlYed?' I Vaid.

µI dRn¶W knRZ. I¶m jXVW Va\ing, Zh\ dReV he ZanW Whe caVe clRVed VR
bad? Wh\ dReV WhiV enWiUe famil\ haYe a Wendenc\ WR cRYeU XS WhingV?¶
Anjali Vaid.

µWhaW RWheU WhingV haYe Whe\ cRYeUed XS?¶ I Vaid.
She SXUVed heU liSV.

µWhaW, Anjali? IV WheUe an\Whing elVe Whe\ haYe hidden?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
Anjali VWaUed aW Whe Wable, VWill VilenW. She Veemed WR be chRRVing heU

ZRUdV caUefXll\.
µTake \RXU Wime' I Vaid, Sicking XS m\ cXS.
She Vighed.
µI fRXnd RXW VRmeWhing I ZaVn¶W VXSSRVed WR. PeUVRnal.¶

µWhaW?¶ I Vaid.
µThe\ made me VZeaU nRW WR Well an\Rne. IW can bUing Vhame WR Whe

ZhRle famil\. FUankl\, iW iV nRW cRnnecWed WR Whe caVe. I ZRXld UaWheU nRW
VhaUe iW. SRUU\, iW haV WR cRme fURm Whe famil\ fiUVW.¶

µWhaW iV iW, Anjali?¶ SaXUabh Vaid, keeSing hiV WhiUd dRnXW dRZn.
µNRWhing cRnnecWed WR Whe caVe, WUXVW me Rn WhaW. All I am Va\ing iV WhiV

famil\ aYRidV Whe WUXWh. The\ ma\ ZanW WR giYe XS Rn Whe caVe. YRX dRn¶W.¶
µWe aUe nRW gRing WR' I Vaid.

µYeah, Whank \RX fRU WhaW. An\Whing I can helS \RX ZiWh, I¶m WheUe,¶
Anjali Vaid.

µHRZ Zell dR \RX knRZ NamUaWa?¶ I Vaid.
µHeU SaUWneU?¶
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µAn\Whing abRXW heU? ThaW \RX ZRXld be cRnceUned abRXW?¶ I Vaid.
µOh,¶ Anjali Vaid afWeU a SaXVe. µShe¶V a VXVSecW?'
I lRRked back ZiWhRXW blinking.
µAUe \RX VeUiRXV?¶ Vhe Vaid and lRRked aW SaXUabh.
µShe¶V nRW Whe Rnl\ Rne. TheUe¶V NeeUaj WRR.¶
µDidi¶V e[?¶
µYeV, dR \RX knRZ him?¶
Anjali VhRRk heU head.

µThe\ bURke XS befRUe I came WR India. I dR UemembeU heU being
deYaVWaWed WhRXgh,¶ Vhe Vaid.

SaXUabh and I lRRked aW each RWheU. MRUe Whan an\Whing, Ze ZanWed WR
knRZ Whe VhamefXl famil\ VecUeW nRZ. HRZeYeU, SXVhing heU ZRXldn¶W
ZRUk. We¶d haYe WR be SaWienW and nRW cRme acURVV aV WRR keen.

'TheUe¶V Vi[ dRnXWV lefW,¶ SaXUabh Vaid WR Anjali. µYRX ZanW WR Wake WhUee
back ZiWh \RX?¶
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µThiV iV PUeUna¶V URRm, aV \RX alUead\ knRZ' RameVh Vaid.

µYeV, Uncle' I Vaid, aV SaXUabh VWUXggled WR VSeak.
µThank \RX VR mXch.¶
We enWeUed Whe URRm Rn RameVh¶V flRRU ZiWh WZR VXiWcaVeV each.

µI can¶W Well \RX ZhaW a helS \RX haYe been' I Vaid.
'DRn¶W be fRUmal. And jRin XV fRU mealV ZheneYeU \RX ZanW. OU, GRSika

can bUing Whe fRRd WR \RX.¶
µOh, Uncle, Ze Zill RUdeU...¶ I Vaid.

µThiV iV hRme. NRbRd\ needV WR RUdeU fURm RXWVide heUe' RameVh Vaid aV
he lefW Whe URRm.

I RSened m\ VXiWcaVeV WR aUUange m\ clRWheV in Whe clRVeW.
µDRn¶W hiW Rn Anjali' SaXUabh ZhiVSeUed.
µWhaW?¶

µNRWhing. I haYe been meaning WR Va\ WhaW. We aUe in WhiV hRXVe nRZ.
PleaVe dRn¶W XVe iW aV an RSSRUWXniW\.¶

'Of cRXUVe nRW' I Vaid, eYen aV m\ heaUW Vank a liWWle. I gXeVV Vhe ZaV VWill
a nR-nR. I keSW m\ emSW\ VXiWcaVeV alRng Whe Zall.

PUeUna¶V clRVeWV VWill had heU clRWheV. SaXUabh VaZ a maURRn and
mXVWaUd ValZaU kamee].

µI UemembeU WhiV. She ZRUe iW WR LRdi GaUdenV, Zhen \RX meW heU fRU
Whe fiUVW Wime' SaXUabh Vaid. He caUeVVed Whe fabUic, bUeaking dRZn.

I Slaced m\ aUm aURXnd hiV VhRXldeU. µAUe \RX VXUe \RX can VWa\ in WhiV
URRm?¶

He nRdded, cRllecWing himVelf.
µThiV iV Whe Rnl\ Za\ Ze Zill find RXW ZhaW haSSened WR PUeUna.¶
ACP Rana had an aiU-cRndiWiRned Rffice WhUee WimeV Whe Vi]e Rf an

inVSecWRU¶V cabin and Wen WimeV aV clean. InVSecWRU Singh had called me in
Whe afWeUnRRn, aVking SaXUabh and me WR cRme RYeU. In hiV neZ URle, ACP
Rana ZRUked Rn managing SRlice deSlR\menW fRU VIP VecXUiW\ and UallieV.
He VaYed Whe VSUeadVheeW RSen Rn hiV cRmSXWeU and WXUned WR XV.

µI miVV cUime' ACP Rana Vaid. µMXUdeU, UaSe, URbbeU\. MXch beWWeU Whan
WheVe VWXSid UeSRUWV and SaSeUZRUk?

µPUeUna MalhRWUa¶V caVe ma\ nRW eYen inYRlYe a cUime, ViU' Singh Vaid.
µHXndUed SeU cenW WheUe iV a cUime. She ZaVn¶W a SeWWicRaW lefW WR dU\ WR

jXVW fall Rff Whe URRf' ACP Rana Vaid. He lRRked aW SaXUabh.
µIf nRWhing elVe WhiV heUR mXVW haYe SXVhed heU.¶
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µWhaW aUe \RX Va\ing, ViU?¶ SaXUabh Vaid, hiV face ZhiWe. ACP Rana
gXffaZed. NRbRd\ elVe eYen Vmiled.

µJRke, gX\V?
I fake-Vmiled.

µAn\Za\, ZhaW¶V Whe SURgUeVV? Singh ZanWed WR meeW heUe. AUe \RX
WURXbling him?¶

µNR, ViU' I Vaid.
µTheVe bR\V aUe nRW Welling me an\Whing' Singh Vaid. µThe\ Uead

WeVWimRnieV, Zhich I gaYe Whem acceVV WR. AfWeU WhaW Whe\ TXeVWiRned SeRSle.
The\ eYen mRYed inWR MalhRWUa¶V hRXVe.¶

I lRRked aW InVSecWRU Singh, VXUSUiVed.
µYRX WhRXghW I ZRXldn¶W find RXW? RameVh MalhRWUa WRld me \RX gX\V

aUe VWa\ing ZiWh him' Singh Vaid.
µWell dRne, ghaU jamai? ACP Rana lRRked aW SaXUabh and chXckled.

µSiU, SleaVe.¶ SaXUabh VTXiUmed.
µIf I dRn¶W jRke, ZhaW iV m\ life? SiW in fURnW Rf WhiV VWXSid cRmSXWeU in

Whe Rffice, liVWen WR m\ VWXSid Zife aW nighW' ACP Rana Vaid.
µYRX dRn¶W Veem keen WR ZRUk ZiWh XV eiWheU, InVSecWRU' I Vaid WR Singh.
µWh\ VhRXld I ZRUk ZiWh \RX? I¶m SRlice. WhR aUe \RX?¶
µDRn¶W fighW like m\ mRWheU and m\ Zife dR' ACP Rana Vaid. µUVe

Whem, Singh. The\ aUe in Whe hRXVe. The\ can helS \RX?
Singh leW RXW a hXge Vigh.

µThe famil\ iV nRW keen WR SXUVXe Whe caVe. TheUe aUe nR leadV. Ma\be
Ze VhRXld clRVe iW?

µTeVWimRnieV UeYealed an\Whing?¶ ACP Rana Vaid.
µNRWhing, ViU. JXVW nRUmal famil\ diVSXWeV' Singh Vaid.
ACP Rana leaned back in hiV VZiYel chaiU. He WXUned WR SaXUabh and

me.
µWhaW dR \RX gX\V Whink?'

µNR Za\ can Ze clRVe Whe caVe' I Vaid. µWe haYe eYen VhRUWliVWed VRme
VXVSecWV.¶

µSXVSecWV?¶ Singh VTXinWed aW me.
µSee, Whe\ aUe RYeUcRnfidenW idiRWV. BXW VRmeWimeV Whe\ dR cRme XS

ZiWh gRRd WhingV. LiVWen WR ZhaW Whe\ haYe WR Va\. DRn¶W geW egR inWR iW,
Singh' ACP Rana Vaid.

Singh leW RXW a hXge bUeaWh and WXUned WRZaUdV XV.
µFine, Well me. WhR aUe Whe VXVSecWV?¶
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µAdiW\a, NamUaWa and NeeUaj UighW nRZ.¶
µHRZ did \RX Ueach WhaW cRnclXViRn?¶ Singh Vaid ZiWh e[aggeUaWed

SaWience.
We WRld him abRXW RXU meeWingV and hRZ Ze aUUiYed aW RXU VhRUWliVW.
µJXVW WheRUieV' Singh Vaid.
µNe[W VWeS iV cRllecWing eYidence. ThaW¶V Zh\ Ze mRYed inWR Whe hRXVe'

SaXUabh Vaid.
Singh did nRW UeVSRnd.

µYRX Vee WheiU YalXe? WRUk WRgeWheU, \RX Zill VRlYe WhiV. The\ need \RXU
backing. YRX need WheiU inWelligence' ACP Rana Vaid.

µDR \RX mean I¶m nRW inWelligenW, ViU?¶ Singh Vaid.
µDRn¶W geW WRXch\ nRZ, Singh. M\ Zife dReV WhiV. I Zill Well heU Whe maid

haV cRRked Zell, and Vhe Zill Va\, ³DR \RX mean I dRn¶W cRRk Zell?¶¶
AnnR\ing, iW iV. JXVW XVe Whem. The\ aUe alUead\ in Whe hRXVe/

Singh Uemained VilenW.
µDeal? FUiendV?¶ ACP Rana Vaid. µShake handV nRZ.¶
Singh, SaXUabh and I RbedienWl\ VhRRk handV.

µGRRd. All Whe beVW' ACP Rana Vaid and VWRRd XS. µI haYe WR gR. MeeWing
m\ Zife and mRWheU-in-laZ aW Ambience Mall. She ZanWV WR Vee HRXVefXll 4
in gRld claVV. See Whe WickeW SUiceV? ThaW¶V a cUime UighW WheUe.¶

Singh VhRRk handV ZiWh ACP Rana and lefW. SaXUabh and I Uemained in
Rana¶V Rffice.

µLiVWen \RX WZR, dRn¶W UeYeal eYeU\Whing WR Singh.¶
SaXUabh and I lRRked aW him, VXUSUiVed.
µYRX made XV Vhake handV' I Vaid.

µThiV RameVh cRXld WU\ and cXW a deal ZiWh Singh. TR clRVe Whe caVe.'
µRameVh Xncle ZRn¶W ZanW WR find RXW ZhR killed hiV RZn daXghWeU, ViU?

TR geW heU jXVWice?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µSRme SeRSle jXVW SUefeU Seace Rf mind RYeU jXVWice. An\Za\, I beWWeU

gR. M\ Zife haWeV miVVing eYen a VecRnd Rf AkVha\ KXmaU.¶
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µSiW in Whe caU' SaXUabh Vaid, SRinWing NeeUaj WR Whe Ola cab Ze had hiUed

fRU hiV VecRnd URXnd Rf inWeUURgaWiRn.
µI haYe a meeWing' NeeUaj Vaid, VZallRZing haUd. µM\ SeUfRUmance

UeYieZ ZiWh m\ bRVV?
SaXUabh gUabbed NeeUaj¶V cRllaU.
µI¶m \RXU bRVV' SaXUabh Vaid. 'SiW in Whe damn caU?

The Ola dUiYeU WXUned aURXnd WR lRRk aW Whe cRmmRWiRn gRing Rn in Whe
backVeaW. SaXUabh UeleaVed hiV gUiS Rn NeeUaj¶V VhiUW.

'KeeS dUiYing. We Zill giYe \RX fiYe VWaUV' SaXUabh Vaid WR Whe dUiYeU.
µAcWXall\, WheUe iV eYen a Vi[-VWaU UaWing nRZ. PleaVe giYe me WhaW alRng

ZiWh a cRmSlimenW?
I had SXW Whe deVWinaWiRn aV Ridge RRad, a fRUeVWed aUea in Delhi. AW

leaVW in Whe neZVSaSeUV, all kidnaSSeUV in Delhi Wake WheiU YicWimV WheUe.
µWhaW dR \RX ZanW?¶ NeeUaj Vaid Zhen Whe Yehicle VWaUWed WR mRYe.

µYRX aUe Rne Rf RXU SUime VXVSecWV' I Vaid.
µSXVSecW?¶ NeeUaj Vaid.

µFRUgeW VXVSecW. I am SUeWW\ VXUe \RX did iW' SaXUabh Vaid, jabbing NeeUaj
in Whe UibV.

µWhaW?¶ NeeUaj Vaid, VhRcked.
µHaYe \RX eYeU VaW in Whe SaUk RXWVide heU hRXVe befRUe?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.

µNR' NeeUaj Vaid.
µAnd Whe da\ \RX dR Vhe fallV fURm Whe WeUUace and dieV' I Vaid.

µWell, I ZaV VhRcked WRR' NeeUaj Vaid.
SaXUabh WRRk Whe lan\aUd Rf Whe bank ID aURXnd NeeUaj¶V neck and

WighWened iW like a nRRVe. NeeUaj began WR VcUeam.
µHelS, helS' he Vaid.

The dUiYeU WXUned aURXnd again.
µSiU, ZhaW iV WhiV? I WhRXghW \RX ZeUe decenW SeRSle?
SaXUabh leW gR Rf Whe lan\aUd. NeeUaj gXlSed VRme aiU.
µDRn¶W be RYeU-dUamaWic, Rka\? I baUel\ WXgged aW iW' SaXUabh Vaid.
µI cRXld UeSRUW \RX WR Whe SRlice fRU ZhaW \RX jXVW did' NeeUaj Vaid.
µThe SRlice aUe ZRUking ZiWh XV. SR, gR fXck \RXUVelf' SaXUabh Vaid.

µWhaW?¶ NeeUaj Vaid.
I flaVhed m\ Z DeWecWiYeV bXVineVV caUd.

µWe VWRSSed Whe SRlice fURm cRming WR Whe bank' I Vaid. µThe\ ZeUe
cRming. WiWh a ZaUUanW WR aUUeVW \RX?
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µWhaW? Wh\?¶ NeeUaj Vaid.
The dUiYeU WXUned aURXnd again.

µIV he a cUiminal, ViU?¶ he Vaid WR SaXUabh. SaXUabh nRdded and gaYe a
bXVineVV caUd WR Whe dUiYeU aV Zell.

µAUe \RX SRlice?¶ Whe dUiYeU Vaid, e\eV back Rn Whe URad.
µDeWecWiYeV' I Vaid.

µThen iW¶V Rka\ if \RX ZanW WR beaW him XS. We aUe abRXW WR Ueach Whe
Ridge. Fi[ him gRRd' Whe dUiYeU Vaid.

µCan \RX SleaVe jXVW dUiYe?¶ NeeUaj Vaid. µI am nRW a cUiminal.¶
µEYeU\Rne Va\V Whe Vame' Whe dUiYeU Vaid aV Ze enWeUed Whe fRUeVWed aUea.
µDUiYeU bhai\a, can \RX giYe XV VRme SUiYac\?¶ I Vaid. 'PXll RYeU WR Whe

Vide fRU Wen minXWeV?¶
The dUiYeU Veemed a biW diVaSSRinWed WR nRW be a SaUW Rf Whe acWiRn aV he

VWeSSed RXW Rf Whe caU.
µShRZ me \RXU ShRne again' I Vaid WR NeeUaj, afWeU Whe dUiYeU had mRYed

aZa\.
µWh\?¶ NeeUaj Vaid.
µI ZanW WR Vee \RXU lRcaWiRn hiVWRU\' I Vaid.
µWhaW¶V WhaW?¶ NeeUaj Vaid.

µGRRgle MaSV knRZV ZheUe \RX ZeUe, I ZanW WR cRnfiUm iW.¶
NeeUaj SaVVed hiV iPhRne WR me. FRUWXnaWel\, like mRVW SeRSle, he hadn¶W

VZiWched Rff hiV lRcaWiRn WUacking VeUYiceV. If Rne dReVn¶W, GRRgle liWeUall\
WUackV eYeU\ VWeS \RX Wake, ZheUeYeU \RX haYe been ZiWh \RXU ShRne.

The µYRXU Timeline¶ feaWXUe Rn Whe GRRgle MaSV aSS VhRZed in blXe
lineV ZheUeYeU NeeUaj had YiViWed WhaW da\.

µOka\, I Vee \RX in Rffice aW 5.30 S.m. Rn 17 OcWRbeU. The maS VhRZV
\RX ZenW WR NeZ FUiendV CRlRn\. A BlRck. YRX Ueached aW 6.05 S.m.¶

µI alUead\ WRld \RX. I Ueached Whe A BlRck SaUk. I VaW Rn Whe bench. I
called PUeUna. She didn¶W Walk WR me. I VenW meVVageV, Vhe UeSlied Va\ing Vhe
can¶W meeW. Then Vhe VWRSSed UeSl\ing cRmSleWel\. I ZaiWed fRU an hRXU RU
VR and When lefW?

µWaiW' I Vaid and checked Whe ShRne. The GRRgle MaSV hiVWRU\ VhRZed
WhaW he lefW A BlRck aW 7.47 S.m.

µYRX VWa\ed fRU an hRXU and fRUW\ minXWeV' I Vaid.
µObYiRXVl\ I dRn¶W UemembeU Whe e[acW dXUaWiRn' NeeUaj Vaid.
µBhai, WhaW meanV he ZaV WheUe Zhen PUeUna fell dRZn. FURm Whe SaUk he

ZRXld haYe Veen a cURZd gaWheU aURXnd Whe hRXVe. He VaZ heU dead.¶
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µDid \RX?¶ I Vaid.
NeeUaj Uemained VilenW.

µAnVZeU XV, \RX idiRW. And dRn¶W \RX daUe lie' SaXUabh Vaid.
µI did' NeeUaj Vaid VRfWl\.

µWhaW did \RX Vee, aVVhRle? And Zh\ Whe fXck didn¶W \RX Well XV WhaW
da\?¶ SaXUabh Vaid, hiV face cUimVRn ZiWh angeU.

µI VaZ a lighW cRme Rn in Whe WeUUace. FURm a diVWance, I cRXld make RXW
heU VilhRXeWWe XS WheUe.¶

µYRX VaZ heU aliYe Rn Whe WeUUace. PURbabl\ Whe Rnl\ SeUVRn ZhR did' I
Vaid.

µASaUW fURm Whe killeU' NeeUaj Vaid.
µWhaW dR \RX mean?¶ I Vaid.

NeeUaj WRRk a deeS bUeaWh. µI cRXldn¶W Vee cleaUl\ fURm WhaW faU. I VaZ
PUeUna Rn Whe WeUUace, aUUanging VRmeWhing Rn Whe ledge. I WUied WR call heU.
She cXW m\ callV?

µGR Rn' I Vaid.
µShe ZenW RXW Rf VighW aV Vhe Zalked aZa\ fURm Whe WeUUace edge' NeeUaj

Vaid. µAfWeU a feZ minXWeV, Vhe became YiVible again. ThiV Wime I VaZ
heUback againVW Whe ledge. She mRYed aZa\ and UeWXUned, heU back WR Whe
ledge, WZR mRUe WimeV. Then Vhe fell, backZaUdV. Then I heaUd a lRXd WhXd
aV Vhe hiW Whe gURXnd?

µWhaW did \RX dR When?¶ I Vaid.
µI Sanicked. SRmeWhing felW ZURng. I didn¶W ZanW WR be Veen WheUe. M\

faWheU iV a VeniRU IAS RfficeU. He ZRXldn¶W ZanW me WR geW inYRlYed in WhiV. I
Uan aZa\ fURm WheUe. YRX can check GRRgle MaSV. I ZenW VWUaighW WR m\
hRme in BaSa NagaU?

µCRZaUd' SaXUabh Vaid.
NeeUaj didn¶W UeVSRnd.
µDid \RX Vee an\Rne elVe Rn Whe WeUUace?¶ I Vaid.

µNR. IW ZaV WRR faU and high. BXW nRbRd\ SUeVVeV WheiU back againVW Whe
ledge like WhaW. SRmeRne had WR be WheUe, SXVhing?

µAnd iW ZaVn¶W \RX?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µNR' NeeUaj Vaid. µNRW aW all, I VZeaU.'
SaXUabh VlaSSed NeeUaj haUd.
µWh\? IW ZaVn'W me' NeeUaj Vaid, almRVW in WeaUV.
µJXVW' SaXUabh Vaid. µAnd \RX cRXld be l\ing.¶
I lRRked aW NeeUaj.
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SRmeWhing VWUXck me. If NeeUaj had gRne WR kill PUema, hRZ ZRXld he
haYe Slanned WR geW inWR Whe hRXVe? HRZ ZRXld he knRZ PUeUna ZaV
RbVeUYing Whe faVW fRU KaUYa ChaXWh? HRZ ZRXld he SUeVXme PUeUna had
lefW Whe back dRRU RSen? The killeU kneZ PUeUna ZaV Rn Whe WeUUace and had
acceVV WR Whe back enWUance.

µLeaYe him, GRlX' I Vaid.
µWhaW?¶ SaXUabh Vaid, VXUSUiVed.

µIW¶V nRW him. GR, NeeUaj. DR \RX ZanW XV WR dURS \RX VRmeZheUe?¶ I
Vaid.

µI ZRXld UaWheU Zalk. ThankV' NeeUaj Vaid.
He gRW RXW Rf Whe caU, WRRk faVW VWeSV and YaniVhed URXnd Whe cRmeU.

I WRld SaXUabh m\ UeaVRning afWeU NeeUaj lefW.
SaXUabh Vighed.
µAgUee?¶ I Vaid.
SaXUabh nRdded.
The Ola dUiYeU came back.
µYRX leW him gR?¶ he Vaid.

µYeV, he¶V innRcenW' I Vaid. I changed Whe deVWinaWiRn WR MalYi\a NagaU.
µI like \RX gX\V, I Zill giYe \RX fiYe VWaUV aV Zell' Whe dUiYeU Vaid aV Whe

caU VSed WRZaUdV RXU hRXVe.
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'Damn, WhaW back dRRU lRck. HRZ cRme iW didn¶W VWUike XV?' SaXUabh Vaid,

cURVVing NeeUaj¶V name RXW fURm RXU VhRUWliVW.
µSRmeWimeV facWV UeYeal WhemVelYeV VlRZl\' I Vaid. µAnd ZhaW iV WhiV

dUink? SXgaU V\UXS and ZhiVke\?¶
µM\ VSecial cRckWail. HRne\ ZiWh ZhiVke\. SR VaWiVf\ing, iVn¶W iW?¶

µFRU VXgaU addicWV, \eV,¶ I Vaid.
We ZeUe in RXU MalYi\a NagaU hRXVe, Zhich Ze had nRW YacaWed \eW.

µIW iVn¶W likel\ WR be NamUaWa eiWheU,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µOh,¶ I Vaid.
YeV, Whe back dRRU acceVV lRgic aSSlied WR heU WRR.

SaXUabh nRdded. He VWRRd XS fURm Whe VRfa, lRVW in WhRXghW, and Zalked
WR Whe kiWchen. He came back ZiWh an e[WUa-laUge Rne-kilR Sack Rf
HaldiUam¶V bhXjia. HRZ iV iW legal WR Vell WheVe XnhealWh\ WhingV? OU Zh\
dRn¶W Whe\ aW leaVW cRme ZiWh a ZaUning? Like WhRVe cigaUeWWe SackeWV haYe
SicWXUeV Rf SeRSle ZiWh canceU, ma\be WheVe can haYe SicWXUeV Rf VXSeU-faW
XncleV facing caUdiac aUUeVW RU bedUidden, RbeVe PXnjabi aXnWieV. I UaiVed an
e\ebURZ.

µC¶mRn, dRn¶W Vnack-Vhame me. WhaW aUe dUinkV ZiWhRXW mXnchieV?¶
SaXUabh Vaid.

µWhen aUe \RX gRing WR gR Rn \RXU dieW?¶ I Vaid.
µPleaVe dRn¶W VWaUW again. I am Vad, nR? M\ fiancee died. CXW me VRme

Vlack.¶
µSeUiRXVl\? YRX aUe gRing WR XVe WhaW?¶

µSRUU\, I¶ll haYe a Valad afWeU WhiV,¶ SaXUabh Vaid. 'Can Ze cRme back WR
Whe caVe?¶

I ZanWed WR Well him eaWing healWh\ meanW eaWing Valad inVWead Rf bhXjia,
nRW afWeU iW. I decided WR VWick WR Whe caVe inVWead.

µAdiW\a iV Whe Rnl\ Rne Uemaining Rn RXU VhRUWliVW.¶
µChachX?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.

µHe liYeV UighW belRZ Whe WeUUace. He iV VWURng enRXgh WR SXVh heU. He
haWeV hiV bURWheU. DReVn¶W haYe mRne\. SeeV VR mXch being VSenW Rn
PUeUna¶V Zedding. GeWV jealRXV.¶

µMaaji keSW Va\ing "O aa\a Vi´, UemembeU?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µYeV... ³he had cRme´,¶ I Vaid.

µE[acWl\. She Vaid "he´, a gX\. She VaZ a gX\ lXUking aURXnd heU URRm.¶
µMaaji iV a biW Rff. NRW fXll\ WheUe' I Vaid.
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µI UealiVe WhaW. BXW VRmeWimeV eYen menWall\ XnVWable SeRSle Va\
VRmeWhing WUXWhfXl?

I finiVhed m\ dUink. SaXUabh began WR make anRWheU Rne ZiWh hRne\ fRU
me. I VWRSSed him.

µPlain ZaWeU and ZhiVke\ fRU me, SleaVe.¶
µBhai, I am hXUW \RX dRn¶W like m\ cRckWail,¶ SaXUabh Vaid, ZiWh a

mRURVe face.
µFRcXV, GRlX.¶
SaXUabh handed me m\ dUink VanV VXgaU.
µYRX Whink iW iV ChachX?¶ he Vaid.

µHe iV definiWel\ SUime VXVSecW. TR cRnfiUm, Ze haYe WR find mRUe
eYidence.¶

µHRZ?¶
µWhaW aUe Ze in Whe MalhRWUa hRXVe fRU, MU AlmRVW-VRn-in-laZ?¶
µMalhRWUa ji, nR need fRU all WhiV fRUmaliW\,¶ Singh Vaid.
SaXUabh, RameVh, Singh and I ZeUe Rn Whe gURXnd flRRU Rf Whe MalhRWUa

hRXVe. GRSika Slaced VamRVaV, SakRUaV, dhRkla, baUfi, laddRRV and gajaU
halZa Rn Whe hXge cRffee Wable in fURnW Rf XV.

µI haYe VRme XSdaWeV. The DNA fRUenVic UeSRUW came. We alVR haYe Whe
cell ShRne WRZeU lRcaWiRn UeSRUW,¶ Singh Vaid.

He RSened hiV leaWheU bUiefcaVe and WRRk RXW WZR fileV.
µThiV iV Whe cell ShRne WRZeU lRcaWiRn UeSRUW,¶ Singh Vaid, RSening Whe

fiUVW bURZn file. 'EYeU\Rne ZaV aW hRme aSaUW fURm Anjali, ZhR Veemed WR
be Rn Whe mRYe. We haYe heU cell ShRne WRZeU lRcaWiRnV aV Whe aiUSRUW,
AeURciW\, DhaXla KXan, AIIMS, AVhUam ChRZk and heUe.¶

µYeV,¶ RameVh Vaid. µShe'd been RXW Rf WRZn.¶
µYeV, Ze VaZ heU UbeU Uide WRR in Whe WeVWimRn\. She came afWeU Whe

incidenW. HRZeYeU, all RWheU famil\ membeUV ZeUe aW hRme.¶
µI ZaV RXW,¶ RameVh Vaid. µI WRld \RX befRUe, I ZenW WR geW Saan.¶
µPRVVible, ViU' Singh Vaid. µThiV iV jXVW a cell ShRne WRZeU lRcaWiRn. The

Saan VhRS iV clRVe, \RXU ShRne ZRXld VWill be cRnnecWed WR Whe Vame WRZeU.¶
µOka\' RameVh Vaid.
µI haYe VRmeWhing mRUe inWeUeVWing, ViU.¶
µWhaW iV iW?¶ RameVh Vaid, biWing hiV lRZeU liS.

µMV NamUaWa Taneja¶V ShRne alVR VhRZV A BlRck, NeZ FUiendV CRlRn\
cell ShRne WRZeU lRcaWiRn aW WhaW Wime.¶

SaXUabh and I lRRked aW each RWheU. NamUaWa liYed and ZRUked in NRida.
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µYRX WUacked heU ShRne WRR?¶ RameVh Vaid.
µOf cRXUVe, ViU. We dRn¶W dR a half-jRb' Singh Vaid. He cleaUl\ e[SecWed

SUaiVe. InVWead, RameVh UeSlied ZiWh a gUXnW. InVSecWRU Singh WRRk a biWe Rf
hiV VamRVa and cRnWinXed.

µThaW¶V nRW all. We checked NeeUaj AURUa. The e[bR\fUiend \RX
menWiRned in Whe WeVWimRn\. Same cell WRZeU lRcaWiRn²NeZ FUiendV
CRlRn\.¶

µWhaW?¶ RameVh Vaid, VR lRXd WhaW eYen GRSika Seeked fURm Whe
kiWchen, ZRndeUing ZhaW ZaV gRing Rn. Singh Vmiled ZiWh SUide.

µTRld \RX, ViU, Ze dR a WhRURXgh jRb.¶
µWhaW ZaV WhaW baVWaUd dRing heUe? Did he dR iW?¶ RameVh Vaid.
Singh VhUXgged. He Vmiled and keSW Whe file Rn Whe Wable. He filled hiV

SlaWe ZiWh a VamRVa, a laddRR and a mRXnd Rf gajaU halZa. IW¶V haUd fRU
Delhi PRlice WR Uemain fiW. WheUeYeU Whe\ gR, Whe\ aUe fed.

µYeV, NeeUaj ZaV in Whe SaUk. We knRZ. BXW iW¶V nRW him' SaXUabh Vaid.
µWhaW?¶ Singh Vaid, iUUiWaWed WhaW Ze ZeUe VWealing hiV WhXndeU.
SaXUabh UelaWed RXU meeWingV ZiWh NeeUaj and hRZ Ze had Ueached RXU

cRnclXViRn.
µDamn' Singh Vaid. µYRX gX\V VhRXld haYe WRld me WhiV befRUe.¶
The inVSecWRU SXW hiV SlaWe back Rn Whe Wable. We had Waken aZa\ hiV

SUimaU\ VXVSecW. HaUd WR enjR\ gajaU halZa afWeU WhaW, I gXeVV.
µFRUgeW iW, RameVh ji. TheUe¶V nR SRinW. I Zill leaYe' Singh Vaid and

VWRRd XS.
µWhaW iV WhiV, Singh ViU?¶ RameVh Vaid, lRRking XS aW Singh¶V XSVeW face.

µRameVh ji, I need WR be YalXed' Singh Vaid.
µYRX aUe. SiW dRZn. EaW Whe VamRVaV. The\ aUe fUeVh' RameVh Vaid and

WXUned WR SaXUabh and me. µAnd bRWh Rf \RX²dRn¶W inVXlW Whe SRlice. KeeS
Whem in Whe lRRS.¶

µBXW Uncle²¶
RameVh inWeUUXSWed him.
µASRlRgiVe' he Vaid.
µSRUU\, Singh ViU' SaXUabh and I Vaid in XniVRn.
AfWeU a SaXVe, Singh VaW dRZn.
µSingh ViU, Whe VecRnd file?¶ RameVh Vaid.

µYeV' Singh Vaid. µIW iV Whe fRUenVic UeSRUW. UnleVV WheVe bR\V alUead\
knRZ ZhaW¶V in WhiV WRR.¶

µOf cRXUVe nRW, ViU. PleaVe VhaUe Whe findingV' RameVh Vaid.
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µFingeUSUinWV and DNA aVVeVVmenWV. FURm WZR diffeUenW labV. We dRn¶W
dR all WhiV fRU eYeU\ caVe, RameVh ji. FRU \RX I am dRing m\ leYel beVW'
Singh Vaid.

µYRX aUe like famil\ WR XV, Singh ViU' RameVh Vaid.
Singh RSened Whe VecRnd file.

µWe did a fingeUSUinW anal\ViV. We WRRk SUinWV fURm Whe bRd\, VeYeUal
SlaceV Rn Whe WeUUace, Whe KaUYa ChaXWh Whali, VieYe and dXSaWWa' Singh Vaid.

µAnd?¶ RameVh Vaid.
µNRWhing. On Whe bRd\ RU an\ZheUe. NRWhing aW all' Singh Vaid, and

WXUned WR XV. 'FigXUe WhaW RXW, MU DeWecWiYeV/
µNR fingeUSUinWV aW all?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.

µHeU RZn, Rf cRXUVe. NR RWheU fingeUSUinWV' Singh Vaid.
µI jXVW WRld \RX, ViU. NeeUaj VaZ heU VWUXggle Rn Whe WeUUace. TheUe ZaV

VRmeRne' SaXUabh Vaid.
The inVSecWRU UXbbed hiV chin.

µEYeU heaUd Rf glRYeV, MU SaXUabh?¶ Singh Vaid, aV if he ZeUe Whe fiUVW
SeUVRn in Whe ZRUld WR cUack WhaW WheRU\.

µWhaW abRXW Whe WeUUace? And Whe Whali?¶ RameVh Vaid.
µNRWhing. JXVW neaU Whe ledge in Rne Slace ...¶ Singh Vaid, and SaXVed

mid-VenWence.
µOne Slace ZhaW?' SaXUabh Vaid.

µOne Slace Ze fRXnd \RXU fingeUSUinWV, deWecWiYe ViU' Singh Vaid, hiV e\eV
Vhining ZiWh glee.

µOh' SaXUabh Vaid. µOf cRXUVe. I ZenW WheUe and leaned RYeU Whe ledge.
AUe \RX VXVSecWing me again?¶

µI had m\ e\eV Rn NeeUaj. BXW \RX Va\ nR. WhR elVe When?¶ Singh Vaid.
µSiU, c¶mRn' SaXUabh Vaid.

µDRn¶W VWaUW again, \RX gX\V. WhaW elVe, Singh ViU?¶ RameVh Vaid.
µWe alVR did a fXll DNA anal\ViV fURm WZR diffeUenW labV again. UVed

Whe laWeVW AmeUican machineV,¶ Singh Vaid.
µWhaW iV WhaW?¶ RameVh Vaid. µThiV DNA?¶

'All Rf XV haYe a XniTXe biRlRgical DNA, Zhich can be fRXnd in an\ Rf
RXU bRd\ cellV. If WheUe ZaV a VcXffle, VRme DNA Rf Whe killeU iV bRXnd WR be
Rn Whe YicWim¶V bRd\. RighW, Singh ViU?¶ I Vaid.

µWh\ dRn¶W \RX Rnl\ dR Whe Walking?¶ Singh Vaid.
µSRUU\, ViU,¶ I Vaid. µI didn¶W mean WR inWeUUXSW.¶
The inVSecWRU gaYe me a diUW\ lRRk and cRnWinXed.
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µSkin cellV RU VRmeWhing fURm Whe nailV RU haiU. SRmeWhing fURm Whe
killeU Zill XVXall\ end XS Rn Whe dead bRd\ in Whe caVe Rf a VWUXggle. ThaW
Zill haYe Whe killeU¶V DNA,¶ Singh Vaid. He fliSSed WR Whe laVW Sage Rf Whe
UeSRUW.

µDid Ze find VRmeWhing?' RameVh Vaid, dUaZing RXW hiV ZRUdV.
µNRWhing. The Weam cRXldn¶W find an\ fRUeign DNA Rn Whe bRd\ aW all.

NRW eYen \RXU fXWXUe VRn-in-laZ¶V.¶
µI didn¶W meeW heU WhaW da\,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µWh\ dR \RX keeS e[Slaining \RXUVelf?¶ Singh Vaid.
RameVh WRRk bRWh Whe fileV fURm Singh. He SXW Rn hiV Ueading glaVVeV

and fliSSed WhURXgh Whe SageV.
µI am Welling \RX, ViU. EiWheU Whe killeU gRW lXck\ and nR DNA RU

fingeUSUinWV came Rn \RXU daXghWeU. OU Whe killeU iV WRR cleYeU. ThRXghW
be\Rnd jXVW glRYeV,¶ Singh Vaid.

RameVh VSenW Whe ne[W Wen minXWeV Ueading Whe fileV. Singh finiVhed Whe
VnackV Rn hiV SlaWe and WRRk anRWheU helSing Rf Whe gajaU halZa.

µThiV iV a lRW Rf ZRUk, Singh ViU, Whank \RX VR mXch. We VWill dRn¶W haYe
all Whe anVZeUV, bXW WhiV iV SURgUeVV. WhaW dR \RX Va\, bR\V?¶

µOf cRXUVe, Uncle. InVSecWRU Singh iV Whe beVW,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
NRZ I knRZ SaXUabh had Whe iWch WR VXck XS WR Singh afWeU Ze had XSVeW

him, bXW he didn¶W need WR be VR fake and RYeUdR iW.
µWell,¶ Singh Vaid and SaWWed SaXUabh¶V back. µGlad \RX UealiVe WhaW.¶
WRZ, he bRXghW iW, I WhRXghW. PUaiVe can blind eYen VeaVRned

inWeUURgaWRUV, I gXeVV.
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CKDSWHU 27
µI ZanW WR VleeS' I Vaid. I fXmbled fRU SaXUabh¶V ShRne in Whe daUk, WR

VhXW Whe annR\ing, VXSeU-lRXd 5 a.m. alaUm. SaXUabh ZaV XS and had alUead\
Waken a VhRZeU. He ZaV ZeaUing a black hRRdie fRU OSeUaWiRn Adi SeaUch. I
VhXW Whe alaUm and m\ e\eV. SaXUabh SXlled m\ aUm.

'GeW XS, RXU ZindRZ iV limiWed' SaXUabh Vaid.
I dUagged m\Velf RXW Rf bed. Half-aVleeS, I ZenW WR Whe baWhURRm and

VSlaVhed ice-cRld WaS ZaWeU Rn m\ face.
'Oka\, VR \RXU Slan iV Ze geW in befRUe GRSika? And hide?¶
'TheUe¶V nR RWheU Za\. Onl\ he haV Whe ke\V WR hiV aSaUWmenW.¶
I SXW Rn a Whick black ZRRllen VZeaWeU RYeU m\ T-VhiUW.

'SR, hRZ dReV WhiV ZRUk again?¶ I Vaid.
'EYeU\ mRUning, aURXnd 6 R¶clRck, GRSika gReV WR Adi chachX¶V Slace WR

clean iW. He ZakeV XS eaUlieU, aURXnd 5.30, and leaYeV Whe dRRU RSen fRU heU.
She cRmeV, cleanV and leaYeV.¶

µWhile Adi chachX VleeSV?¶
'NR. MRVW mRUningV he gReV fRU a jRg Zhile Vhe¶V in Whe aSaUWmenW. AfWeU

he RSenV Whe dRRU fRU heU, he gReV back WR hiV URRm WR change inWR UXnning
ZeaU. ThaW¶V Zhen Ze need WR geW inVide and hide. And Ze can dR Whe VeaUch
afWeU GRSika haV cleaned Whe hRXVe and lefW.¶

'BXW GRSika cRXld Vee XV in Whe aSaUWmenW. OU Adi chachX himVelf
cRXld, befRUe he leaYeV fRU hiV jRg.¶

µI WRld \RX. We haYe WR hide XnWil bRWh leaYe.¶ 'IdiRWic Slan.
We aUe YXlneUable.¶

'YRX haYe a beWWeU Rne?¶
I VhRRk m\ head.

'ThRXghW VR. FRllRZ me WR Whe VWaiUcaVe. Be TXieW. Like a nimble caW'
SaXUabh Vaid, aV Whe nineW\-Vi[ kilR feline Zalked RXW Rf Whe URRm.

µSaXUabh, WhiV iV inVane' I ZhiVSeUed. µWaiWing Rn Whe VWeSV like WhiV.
WhaW if VRmeRne ZakeV XS?¶

µShXVh . . . NRbRd\ Zill. IW iV VWill VR eaUl\, and iW¶V cRld and daUk.¶
We VaW Rn Whe VWeSV gRing XS WR Whe WeUUace, UighW abRYe Adi¶V aSaUWmenW.

I checked Whe Wime. IW ZaV 5.40 a.m.
'Shh...¶ SaXUabh had hiV fingeU Rn hiV liSV.

FiYe an[iRXV minXWeV laWeU, Ze heaUd a laWch RSen. The VRfW cUeak Rf a
dRRU being RSened, fRllRZed b\ abVRlXWe Vilence. TZR minXWeV laWeU,
SaXUabh geVWXUed fRU me WR VWandXS.
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µYRX VXUe?¶ I mRXWhed.
SaXUabh nRdded. We WiSWRed RXU Za\ dRZn Whe feZ VWeSV WR Adi¶V

aSaUWmenW. WiWh hiV fUame, SaXUabh iV nR balleUina. DeVSiWe all hiV aWWemSWV,
hiV fRRWVWeSV VRXnded like Vmall WhXdV.

CUeeeak . . . Adi¶V XnlRcked dRRU made an eeUie VRXnd aV SaXUabh
SXVhed iW RSen. M\ heaUW beaW VXSeUfaVW. WhaW ZRXld Ze Va\ if Ze gRW
caXghW? WhaW Whe fXck ZeUe Ze dRing WU\ing WR geW inWR Adi'V UeVidence?
Ma\be Ze cRXld Va\ Ze had been VleeSZalking? BXW bRWh Rf XV?

I WRld m\ RYeUacWiYe mind WR VhXW XS.
SaXUabh and I VWeSSed inVide Whe hRXVe, inWR AdiW\a¶V dUaZing URRm. IW

ZaV daUk inVide. I bXmSed m\ UighW knee inWR a dining chaiU. The VcUeeching
VRXnd iW made VenW VhiYeUV dRZn m\ VSine. DeVSiWe Whe e[cUXciaWing Sain, I
cRXldn¶W VcUeam. I bUeaWhed haUd, deeS and lRng.

µShh!¶ SaXUabh Vaid. He SRinWed WR Whe bedURRm Rn Whe lefW. We had WR
aYRid WhaW URRm. We WXUned WRZaUdV Whe URRm Rn Whe UighW, Adi¶V VWXdiR.

We WiSWRed inWR Whe URRm, Zhich had a Whick, VRXndSURRf dRRU. TRWal
daUkneVV and Vilence VXUURXnded XV aV Sadded nRiVe-UedXcWiRn ZallV
cRYeUed all VideV.

µThiV iV VcaU\, GRlX' I Vaid, checking m\ SXlVe.
SaXUabh Zalked WR Whe baWhURRm dRRU inVide Whe VWXdiR. He RSened iW.

BRWh Rf XV mRYed inWR RXU deVignaWed hiding Slace and VhXW Whe dRRU fURm
ZiWhin.

We VWRRd in Whe baWhURRm, Rne eaU glXed WR Whe dRRU. The VRXndSURRfing
meanW Ze cRXldn¶W heaU an\Whing fURm Whe RXWVide ZRUld. IW ZaV VRmeWime
befRUe I VSRke.

µLeW¶V RSen Whe VWXdiR dRRU a biW. OWheUZiVe Ze can¶W heaU an\Whing RU
figXUe RXW ZhaW¶V gRing Rn.¶

BRWh Rf XV Zalked back inWR Whe VWXdiR. I RSened Whe VWXdiR dRRU abRXW
Wen degUeeV. ThURXgh Whe Win\ gaS, I SeeSed RXW. I cRXldn¶W Vee an\Rne.
HRZeYeU, I heaUd Whe clanking Rf XWenVilV in Whe kiWchen.

'GRSika iV alUead\ heUe,¶ I ZhiVSeUed.
µWhaW abRXW ChachX? IV hiV bedURRm dRRU RSen?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
I RSened Whe VWXdiR dRRU VRme mRUe. The VRXndV fURm Whe kiWchen

cRnWinXed. I lRRked aW Whe bedURRm dRRU²iW ZaV VWill VhXW. I checked Whe
dining Wable. I VaZ a SackeW Rf KellRgg¶V SSecial K ceUeal, a bRZl, a cRffee
mXg and a \ellRZ caUWRn Rf AmXl Vkimmed milk.

I VhXW Whe VWXdiR dRRU again.

Downloaded from https://www.studycrux.com



µIV hiV URRm dRRU RSen? IV he aURXnd?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
'Can¶W Va\,¶ I Vaid, µbXW WheUe iV bUeakfaVW ceUeal Rn Whe Wable.¶

µOh, Zhich ceUeal?¶
µSSecial K. Can \RX fRcXV, SaXUabh?¶ I Vaid. 'When Ze came in eaUlieU,

Whe ceUeal ZaVn¶W WheUe. Adi mXVW haYe jXVW eaWen.¶
µYeah, ma\be he had VRme UighW befRUe he ZenW fRU hiV jRg.¶
µOka\, VR he¶V nRW likel\ WR be aURXnd. We can gR WR hiV URRm nRZ.¶
SaXUabh nRdded. I RSened Whe VWXdiR dRRU VlighWl\ again. I lRRked acURVV

Whe hall aW Adi¶V URRm. IW ZRXld Wake WZenW\ VecRndV WR daUW acURVV, and Ze
ZRXld haYe WR dR iW ZiWhRXW making an\ nRiVe.

I fUR]e aV GRSika VWeSSed RXW Rf Whe kiWchen inWR Whe hall. Wh\ had Vhe
VXddenl\ cRme RXW? I VhXW Whe VWXdiR dRRU, Rnl\ leaYing iW VlighWl\ ajaU WR geW
a YieZ. She cRllecWed Whe ceUeal bRZl and mXg fURm Whe Wable and WRRk Whem
back WR Whe kiWchen. I heaUd Whe VRXnd Rf ZaWeU VSlaVhing. The Wime ZaV
nRZ.

I WXgged aW SaXUabh¶V hRRdie, Vignalling fRU him WR mRYe. I RSened Whe
VWXdiR dRRU. We VWeSSed inWR Whe hall. A ShRne Uang in Whe kiWchen, making
XV fUee]e. GRSika Sicked iW XS.

µAUUe\, eYeU\ da\ gRRd mRUning, Zah, Zah,¶ Vhe Vaid and laXghed in a
fliUWaWiRXV manneU. I gXeVV, in heU ciUcleV, Vhe had heU RZn VeW Rf fanV. She
cRnWinXed WR chaW ZiWh heU admiUeU. I heaUd heU bangleV jingle aV Vhe
cRnWinXed WR VcUXb in Whe kiWchen.

SaXUabh and I WRRk lRng bXW VilenW VWUideV acURVV Whe URRm.
I Ueached Adi'V bedURRm. I WXUned Whe dRRUknRb WR RSen iW.
µOne minXWe, GRSika. Changing' Adi VcUeamed fURm inVide. ChillV faU

gUeaWeU Whan dUiYing a bike in Whe Delhi ZinWeU ZenW WhURXgh me fURm head
WR WRe. I VaZ SaXUabh¶V diVWUaXghW e[SUeVViRn. He lRRked like Rne Rf WhRVe
SigV abRXW WR bXUVW RSen in Whe AngU\ BiUdV game. We didn¶W bUeaWhe, leVW
Ze made a VRXnd. GRSika Uemained bXV\ ZiWh heU ShRne call in Whe kiWchen.

I SRinWed WR Whe VWXdiR. SaXUabh and I TXickl\ UeWUaced RXU VWeSV. I keSW
Whe dRRU ajaU WR heaU and Vee ZhaW ZaV haSSening RXWVide.

Adi came inWR Whe hall in a liWWle Zhile.
µI¶m leaYing. ShXW Whe dRRU behind \RX Zhen \RX gR/
GRSika cXW heU call. She came RXW Rf Whe kiWchen and inWR Whe hall.
µJi, AdiW\a Vaab' GRSika Vaid. µShRXld I clean Whe VWXdiR WRda\?'

PleaVe Va\ nR, SleaVe Va\ nR, I Vaid WR m\Velf.
Adi SaXVed befRUe he VSRke again.
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µSXUe. Clean iW. DRn¶W WRXch an\Whing WhRXgh. BXW fi[ m\ bedURRm fiUVW.
IW¶V YeU\ meVV\.¶

µJi, haan. YRX¶Ue gRing RXW in WhiV cRld ZeaWheU? VeU\ bUaYe Rf \RX.¶
µHaYe WR lRRk gRRd Rn VWage. Need WR VWa\ fiW. EYeU\ da\, a Vi[-kilRmeWUe

UXn. Then an hRXU aW Whe g\m,¶ Adi Vaid.
I heaUd Whe main dRRU RSen.

µAlVR, GRSika, make me VcUambled eggV. I¶ll haYe Whem Zhen I cRme
back.¶

µOka\, Vame aV befRUe? Si[ eggV. WhiWeV Rnl\?¶
µYeah, WhankV,¶ AdiW\a Vaid. HiV aSaUWmenW dRRU finall\ Vlammed VhXW.

µHe¶V gRne,¶ I Vaid, genWl\ clRVing Whe VWXdiR dRRU.
SaXUabh leW RXW a Vigh Rf Uelief.

µWhaW Whe hell?' SaXUabh Vaid. µHe ZaV VWill heUe. We ZRXld'Ye been VR
VcUeZed.¶

µYRXU Slan, miVWeU,¶ I Vaid.
SaXUabh ZiSed hiV fRUehead.

µClRVe VhaYe,¶ he Vaid. µWe need VRme lighW. ThiV daUk VWXdiR iV killing
me.¶

µSZiWch Rn Whe baWhURRm lighW. The main VWXdiR lighW Zill be WRR mXch.
GRSika mighW nRWice iW.¶

SaXUabh flicked Whe baWhURRm lighW VZiWch Rn. The VWXdiR became mRUe
YiVible. I lRRked aURXnd. TheUe ZaV a lRng deVk ZiWh an iMac cRmSXWeU Rn
iW, a digiWal SianR ke\bRaUd, a mike and VeYeUal VSeakeUV. A gXiWaU, a
Va[RShRne and a YiRlin hXng Rn a Zall. The RSSRViWe Vide had Zall-WR-Zall
ZRRden clRVeWV. I VaW Rn Rne Rf Whe VZiYel chaiUV in Whe VWXdiR.

µWhaW aUe \RX ViWWing VR Uela[ed fRU? We haYe a jRb WR dR.¶
µYRX heaUd him. He Vaid clean m\ URRm fiUVW. We can¶W gR WheUe nRZ.¶
SaXUabh VWRRd in fURnW Rf me aV I VZiYelled Rn m\ chaiU.

µHe WRld heU WR clean Whe VWXdiR WRR' SaXUabh Vaid.
µYeah?

µAUen'W \RX ZRUUied? WhaW dR Ze dR Zhen Vhe cRmeV heUe?¶
µWhen Vhe cRmeV heUe, Ze Zill be in Adi'V URRm.¶
µHRZ Zill Ze cURVV RYeU?¶

µThaW¶V ZhaW I am Whinking WRR. I VXggeVW \RX ViW dRZn aV Zell, UaWheU
Whan RUbiWing me.'

SaXUabh SlRnked himVelf dRZn Rn anRWheU chaiU. AV he adjXVWed
himVelf, hiV elbRZ hiW Whe SianR¶V ke\V. The lRXd mXVical VRXnd filled Whe
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URRm.
µFXck, SaXUabh, ZhaW aUe \RX dRing?¶ I Vaid.

µDRn¶W ZRUU\, VRXndSURRf URRm,¶ SaXUabh Vaid, SRinWing aW Whe Sadded
ZallV.

He VaW in Vilence fRU a minXWe.
µThinking abRXW Whe cURVVRYeU?¶ I Vaid.

µYeah, bXW I need fRRd WR Whink, bhai. Wh\ didn'W Ze Slan fRU bUeakfaVW?¶
µAn\Rne in Whe famil\ cRXld caWch XV Vneaking aURXnd, and \RX aUe

ZRUUied abRXW jam and WRaVW?¶
µNR, nRW like WhaW. AlWhRXgh jam and WRaVW VRXndV gRRd.'

µWe aUe gRing WR be WRaVW.'
µOka\, Rka\, Whinking,¶ SaXUabh Vaid, SUeVVing hiV WemSleV ZiWh hiV

fingeUV. I VWRRd XS and RSened Whe VWXdiR dRRU again. I heaUd Whe lRXd
ZhiUUing VRXnd Rf a YacXXm cleaneU. IW came fURm Adi'V URRm.

I checked Whe Wime: 6.30. Adi had lefW Wen minXWeV back. A Vi[-kilRmeWUe
jRg and an hRXU aW Whe g\m meanW he¶d be gRne fRU abRXW Rne and a half WR
WZR hRXUV. TR be Vafe, Ze had XnWil 8 WR VeaUch Whe Slace and leaYe.

I VhXW Whe dRRU.
* We haYe WR ZaiW aW a WhiUd Slace. NeiWheU Whe VWXdiR, nRU ChachX¶V

bedURRm. SRmeZheUe elVe²a hRlding aUea' SaXUabh Vaid.
µBXW ZheUe?¶ I Vaid.
SaXUabh VhUXgged.

µThiV iV a WZR-bedURRm aSaUWmenW' SaXUabh Vaid. µTheUe iV nR Vafe
Slace.¶

I SRinWed WR Whe ZRRden clRVeWV Rn Rne Vide Rf Whe VWXdiR.
µNR' SaXUabh Vaid. 'NR, bhai, nR.¶
µOSen Whem' I Vaid.

SaXUabh VhRRk hiV head aV he Zalked XS WR Whe clRVeW. He RSened Whe
WZR ZRRden dRRUV. InVide ZeUe fRXU lRng VhelYeV. On Whe fiUVW ZeUe bRRkV
and maga]ineV UelaWed WR mXVic. The VecRnd Rne had a cRllecWiRn Rf CDV, all
RXWdaWed nRZ in Whe ZRUld Rf VWUeaming aXdiR. IW alVR had VeYeUal bR[eV
filled ZiWh cableV. The WhiUd Vhelf had blankeWV, WRZelV and bedVheeWV. The
bRWWRm Vhelf had emSW\ gXiWaU caVeV and Rld, diVcaUded Sackaging maWeUial
fRU mXVical inVWUXmenWV and cRmSXWeU eTXiSmenW.

µSlide in' I Vaid.
µSeUiRXVl\?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
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µNR RWheU Za\. Adi WRld GRSika nRW WR WRXch an\Whing. SR Vhe ZRn¶W
RSen WhiV clRVeW, hRSefXll\.¶

The VhelYeV ZeUe aW leaVW fRXU feeW Zide, WhUee feeW deeS and WZelYe
incheV high. If Ze VcUXnched XS, Ze cRXld VTXee]e in WheUe and ZaiW XnWil
GRSika lefW. I VXggeVWed WR SaXUabh WhaW he Wake Whe bRWWRm Vhelf, giYen hiV
ZeighW. I SUefeUUed Whe Vhelf ZiWh Whe VRfW blankeWV an\Za\.

The ZRRd SURWeVWed aV SaXUabh climbed in like a beaU in a WighW caYe. I
mRYed a feZ blankeWV aVide and Vlid RnWR mine aV Zell. We keSW Whe clRVeW
dRRU VlighWl\ RSen, WR feel leVV claXVWURShRbic and haYe acceVV WR R[\gen.
BRWh Rf XV la\ facing Whe clRVeW dRRU, like chickenV in cRmSacW cageV.

µBhai' SaXUabh gURaned.
µYeah?¶
µTRR WighW. HaUd WR bUeaWhe.¶

µShe Zill leaYe in WhiUW\ minXWeV RU VR. She haV WR gR dRZn WR make
bUeakfaVW.¶

µI hRSe VR. I ZanW WR See.¶
µHRld iW in.¶
µI didn¶W eYen XVe Whe baWhURRm in Whe mRUning.¶ µShXW XS,

GRlX. TRR mXch infRUmaWiRn.¶
SaXUabh became VilenW. FRU a Zhile, all Ze cRXld heaU ZaV RXU RZn

bUeaWhV. And When VRmeWhing elVe² a faUW. YeV, m\ beVW fUiend faUWed, in Whe
ZRUVW Slace aW Whe ZRUVW Wime.

µGRlX, ZhaW Whe hell?' I Vaid, WU\ing WR cRYeU m\ nRVe in Whe cUamSed
VSace.

µSRUU\. NRW in m\ cRnWURl.¶
µReall\?¶
µWell, I WUied m\ beVW.¶
µShXW XS nRZ.¶

I RSened Whe clRVeW dRRU a feZ incheV mRUe, WR UeciUcXlaWe Whe aiU faVWeU.
EYeU\ minXWe Veemed like an hRXU. The VWXdiR dRRU RSened afWeU Wen
minXWeV.

µSZeeW\? I am \RXU SZeeW\?¶ GRSika Vaid and giggled. She ZaV Rn heU
ShRne again.

She enWeUed Whe VWXdiR and SlXgged in Whe YacXXm cleaneU. LRXd nRiVe
fURm Whe aSSliance filled Whe URRm.

µWhaW? SZeeW\? Can¶W heaU,¶ Vhe VhRXWed and cXW Whe call.
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She YacXXmed fRU anRWheU fiYe minXWeV, afWeU Zhich Vhe diVcRnnecWed
Whe deYice and WRRk iW RXW Rf Whe URRm. She UeWXUned ZiWh a cleaning clRWh
and ZaV ZiSing Whe WableV Zhen heU ShRne Uang again.

µWhaW SZeeW\-SZeeW\ \RX keeS dRing? Wh\ nR gifW fRU SZeeW\?¶
GRSika Vaid. SaXUabh and I mainWained Sin-dURS Vilence. She cRnWinXed WR
fliUW and clean Whe URRm aW Whe Vame Wime.

µWh\ VhRXld I Vend ShRWR? SZeeW\ iV ZRUking, b\e nRZ,' Vhe Vaid and
cXW Whe call again. She RSened Whe baWhURRm dRRU. She ZenW in fRU a feZ
minXWeV. We heaUd ZaWeU being VSlaVhed in Whe baWhURRm. She came back WR
Whe VWXdiR and VWRRd RXWVide Whe clRVeW. M\ heaUW ZaV in m\ mRXWh. WRXld
Vhe RSen iW? FRUWXnaWel\, heU admiUeU VaYed Whe da\.

HeU ShRne Uang again.
µWhaW?¶ Vhe Vaid, nRZ VRmeZhaW annR\ed. µWhaW did \RX Vend? LeW me

Vee.'
She ZaV VilenW aV Vhe bURZVed heU ShRne. SaXUabh VhifWed a liWWle in Whe

cXSbRaUd, making a VRXnd. I fUR]e.
µWhaW iV WhiV Ama]Rn YRXcheU? WhaW VhRXld I dR ZiWh WhiV?¶ Vhe ZaV

Va\ing.
She lefW Whe URRm ZiWhRXW VhXWWing Whe VWXdiR dRRU. I checked m\

ZUiVWZaWch: 7.05.1 heaUd Whe cUeak\ main dRRU RSen and When VhXW again
ZiWh a lRXd, haUd WhXd. TRWal Vilence fRllRZed. I gaYe iW WZR minXWeV and
When VSRke.

µShe haV lefW. GeW RXW, Wime WR ZRUk,¶ I Vaid.
µHRZ man\ clRWheV dReV WhiV gX\ haYe?' SaXUabh Vaid. He Uifled WhURXgh

Adi¶V clRVeW, Zhich cRYeUed Whe enWiUe Zall RSSRViWe hiV bed. The Vi[-dRRU
clRVeW had aW leaVW fifW\ VhiUWV Rn hangeUV. BelRZ Whem ZeUe VeYeUal dUaZeUV
filled ZiWh T-VhiUWV, SanWV, g\m clRWheV, VRckV and XndeUZeaU. µAnd VR mXch
XndeUZeaU,' SaXUabh Vaid, hRlding a VWack Rf CalYin KleinV. µWhR iV he? An
XndeUZeaU VmXggleU?¶

µSWRS ZaVWing Wime. We haYe fRUW\ mRUe minXWeV. SeaUch Whe enWiUe
URRm. TheUe mXVW be VRmeWhing.¶

µWaiW,¶ SaXUabh Vaid, aV he e[Wended hiV hand deeSeU inWR Whe XndeUZeaU
dUaZeU. He UemRYed VRmeWhing fURm Whe bRWWRm Rf Whe dUaZeU.

µLRRk,¶ he Vaid, hRlding RXW a VWUiS Rf cRndRmV.
µWRZ. CRndRmV. HRUURUV. MakeV him gXilW\ all UighW,¶ I Vaid, VaUcaVm in

m\ YRice.
'Bhai, jXVW VhRZing \RX ZhaW I fRXnd.¶

Downloaded from https://www.studycrux.com



µKeeS lRRking,¶ I Vaid. I fiVhed WhURXgh Adi¶V T-VhiUWV and g\mZeaU
dUaZeU. UndeU Whe VWack Rf g\m VhRUWV, I fRXnd a SRl\Whene-ZUaSSed SackeW
Whe Vi]e Rf a WableWenniV ball.

CaUefXll\, I XnZUaSSed iW. AfWeU WZR la\eUV Rf SlaVWic, I fRXnd a lXmS Rf
a VWick\ bURZn VXbVWance.

µWhaW¶V WhiV?¶ I Vaid.
µLRRkV like BRXmYiWa. YRX knRZ Zhen BRXUnYiWa abVRUbV ZaWeU and

cRagXlaWeV again?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
I nRdded.
µI XVed WR lRYe WR eaW iW Zhen I ZaV a child.¶
µIV WheUe an\Whing \RX dRn¶W lRYe WR eaW, SaXUabh?¶

µBhai, dRn¶W be mean. AV iW iV I haYen¶W eaWen an\Whing.¶
µFRcXV, GRlX. We dRn¶W haYe Wime.¶

µSRUU\,¶ SaXUabh Vaid. He WRRk Whe lXmS fURm m\ hand. He Vniffed iW and
made a diVgXVWed face.

µIW¶V nRW BRXmYiWa. IW VmellV bad. Like YinegaU.¶ µWhaW iV iW?*
µLeW me GRRgle iW,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.

SaXUabh SXlled RXW hiV ShRne and W\Sed µbURZn VWick\ VXbVWance VmellV
like YinegaU¶ in Whe VeaUch engine. He Uead RXW Whe VeaUch UeVXlWV.

µIW¶V heURin. Black WaU heURin,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
'ChachX iV TXiWe Whe SaUW\ man, iVn¶W he?¶ I Vaid.

I bURke a Win\ Siece Rf Whe lXmS fRU RXU UecRUdV. I UeSacked Whe UeVW like
befRUe and Slaced iW ZheUe I had fRXnd iW.

µAll WhiV meanV nRWhing. We need mRUe' I Vaid. µChachX likeV WR haYe
Ve[ and dReV dUXgV. Fine. IW¶V nRW eYidence.¶

µWell, iW iV nRW in Whe clRVeWV' SaXUabh Vaid. We had checked eYeU\ nRRk
and cUann\ Rf all Whe cXSbRaUdV. I SRinWed WR Whe bed. We lifWed XS Whe
maWWUeVV. The bed had VWRUage VSace XndeUneaWh. SaXUabh and I lifWed Whe
Sl\ZRRd bed VXUface WR UeYeal Whe cRnWenWV inVide. Old gXiWaUV, a
gUamRShRne Sla\eU and Yin\l UecRUdV gaWheUed dXVW XndeU Whe bed.

I WRRk RXW Whe cRnWenWV Rne b\ Rne.
µWh\? IW Zill Wake fRUeYeU WR SXW iW all back' SaXUabh Vaid.
µJXVW ZanW WR be WhRURXgh' I Vaid. µCRme Rn, helS me emSW\ iW.¶
I WRRk RXW Whe gUamRShRne Sla\eU and Slaced iW Rn Whe flRRU.
µI am checking Whe bedVide WableV fiUVW. WaiW' SaXUabh Vaid.
He RSened Whe WZR dUaZeUV Rf Whe Wable Rn Rne Vide Rf Whe bed.
µWhaW¶V in WhRVe dUaZeUV?¶ I Vaid, SXlling RXW Whe VWack Rf Yin\l UecRUdV.
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µChaUgeUV. SXnglaVVeV. CRmbiflam WableWV. SRme caVh' SaXUabh Vaid,
VifWing WhURXgh Whe cRnWenWV. Then he mRYed WR Whe UighW Vide Rf Whe bed and
RSened Whe dUaZeUV WheUe. He liVWed Whe cRnWenWV RXW lRXd.

µMaga]ineV. MXlWiYiWamin caSVXleV. PURWein baUV. MRUe SURWein baUV.
NRWhing XVefXl, bhai. AcWXall\, iV iW Rka\ if I VWeal a SURWein baU? I¶m hXngU\.
TheUe aUe a dR]en Rf Whem.¶

µNR, iW¶V nRW Rka\. AUe \RX VXUe WheUe¶V nRWhing?¶ I Vaid, aV I UemRYed an
Rld and dXVW\ gXiWaU.

µYeV, bhai. AUe \RX VXUe he¶V RXU SUime VXVSecW?¶
µYeV, I am. Oka\, all Whe big iWemV aUe RXW Rf Whe VWRUage. LeW¶V check if

WheUe iV an\Whing elVe inVide.¶
µThiV URRm lRRkV like a diVaVWeU ]Rne.¶

I checked Whe Wime. We had WZenW\-eighW minXWeV XnWil 8 R¶clRck.
I lRRked inVide Whe VWRUage VSace again. TheUe didn¶W Veem WR be

an\Whing aSaUW fURm a feZ SieceV Rf SaSeU and VRme SlaVWic ZUaSSeUV. The
cRUneUV Rf Whe VSace ZeUe daUk.

µSZiWch Rn Whe lighWV. I can¶W Vee cleaUl\' I Vaid.
SaXUabh VZiWched Rn Whe lighWV.
µWhaW iV WheUe WR Vee, an\Za\?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.

µSZiWch Rn \RXU ShRne WRUch aV Zell' I Vaid. I did Whe Vame Rn m\
mRbile ShRne.

The WZR beamV Rf lighW fell inWR Whe VWRUage VSace. AV Ze mRYed Whe
lighW aURXnd, iW liW XS Whe cRnWenWV. I VaZ Win\ biWV Rf SaSeU, SlaVWic VheeWV,
VSideU ZebV, a cRXSle Rf SlaVWic V\UingeV and a VWUiS Rf XnRSened needleV.

µWhaW aUe WheVe fRU?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µFRU hiV dUXgV' I Vaid. I Sicked XS Rne V\Uinge. IW ZaV emSW\. I WRVVed Whe

V\Uinge back in Whe bed VWRUage. IW URlled WR Rne Rf Whe cRmeUV, VWRSSing aV iW
hiW a Vmall ZhiWe SlaVWic SRXch. I SRinWed Whe lighW aW Whe SRXch.

µJXVW a SlaVWic bag' SaXUabh Vaid. He lRZeUed hiV hand in Whe VWRUage and
felW iW. µIW¶V nRW SlaVWic. IW'V UXbbeU. Oh ZaiW. FXck.¶

µWhaW?¶ I Vaid.
µIW¶V glRYeV.¶
He lifWed XS a SaiU Rf Whin ZhiWe UXbbeU glRYeV. He held Whem ZiWh hiV

nailV, Sinching Whem aW Rne end, VR aV WR nRW deVWUR\ an\ fingeUSUinWV. The
WZR glRYeV VZXng eeUil\ fURm SaXUabh¶V hand aV m\ ShRne¶V lighW VhRne
WhURXgh Whem.

µRemembeU Whe fRUenVic UeSRUW? NR fingeUSUinWV' SaXUabh Vaid.
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µDamn' I Vaid.
I lRRked clRVeU aW Rne Rf Whe glRYeV. TheUe ZaV VRmeWhing inVide iW.
µWhaW¶V WhaW?¶ I Vaid, aV I SRinWed Whe lighW aW WhaW glRYe fingeU.
SaXUabh WXUned Whe glRYe XSVide dRZn. SRmeWhing meWallic fell RXW Rf iW.

I Sicked iW XS fURm Whe flRRU. IW ZaV a VRliWaiUe diamRnd Uing, VeW in ZhiWe
gRld.

µIW¶V a Uing' I Vaid and VhRZed iW WR SaXUabh.
µWhaW Whe ...¶ HiV RSen mRXWh fUR]e mid-VenWence.
µYRX UecRgniVe WhiV?¶
µThiV iV PUeUna¶V engagemenW Uing.¶

µWhaW?¶ I Vaid and jXmSed back a VWeS in VhRck. 'AUe \RX VXUe?¶
µOf cRXUVe. I bRXghW iW' SaXUabh Vaid. He WRRk Whe Uing fURm m\ hand.
µSee, RblRng Sink diamRnd, 1.2 caUaWV. E[acWl\ ZhaW Vhe VelecWed.¶
BefRUe I cRXld UeVSRnd, a lRXd Uing fURm m\ ShRne made XV jXmS.

µWhaW Whe hell, bhai? YRX Vaid ShRneV Rn VilenW.¶
µYeV, iW iV Rn VilenW' I Vaid. I SXlled RXW m\ ShRne and VZiWched Rff Whe

alaUm. µI had VeW a UemindeU alaUm. IW iV 7.45 nRZ. We need WR VWRS Whe
VeaUch and Sack XS. ReVWRUe Whe Slace WR ZhaW iW ZaV. CRme Rn, leW¶V gR.
HelS me ZiWh WhiV VWXSid gXiWaU.¶

I lifWed Whe inVWUXmenW.
SaXUabh VWRRd like a VWaWXe, VWaUing aW Whe Uing. µThiV ZaV RXU Uing. OXU

fXWXUe,¶ he Vaid, and began WR cU\. µHRZ cRXld he dR WhiV?¶ SaXUabh UeVWed
hiV head Rn m\ VhRXldeU. µShe jXVW ZanWed WR Vee me and bUeak heU faVW.¶

µGRlX, I XndeUVWand \RXU Sain. BXW Ze haYe a mRUe XUgenW Sain nRZ. We
Rnl\ haYe eleYen minXWeV WR geW RXU aVVeV RXW Rf heUe.¶
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CKDSWHU 28
µPRlice? ShRXldn¶W Ze Well VRmeRne in Whe famil\ fiUVW?¶ SaXUabh Vaid,

leaning RYeU hiV cXbicle Zall.
We ZeUe in Rffice, and fUankl\ caUing YeU\ liWWle abRXW c\beUVecXUiW\ in

Whe ZRUld. We had Rnl\ Rne Whing Rn RXU mind: Whe engagemenW Uing Ze had
fRXnd in Whe MalhRWUaV¶ hRXVe.

µWe SURmiVed Whe SRlice Ze ZRXld keeS Whem in Whe lRRS,¶ I Vaid. 'And
WhiV iV big.¶

µWhaW ZaV Whe SRlice dRing all WhiV Wime? The\ cRXld haYe VeaUched Whe
bedURRm WRR, UighW?¶

µLeaYe all WhaW. The SRinW iV, Ze Vaid Ze aUe ZRUking WRgeWheU.¶
M\ Rffice ShRne Uang. IW ZaV big bRVV JacRb calling.
µThaW neZ SiWch. FRU Whe aXWR bUand.¶
µYeah, VRUU\, ViU. IW iV a liWWle laWe.¶
µA mRnWh laWe.¶
µSRUU\, ViU. I¶ll dR iW UighW aZa\.¶
JacRb ended Whe call. I VWaUed aW m\ cRmSXWeU.

µBhai, \RX haYe WR finiVh WhiV SUeVenWaWiRn. We Zill geW fiUed if Ze dRn¶W
dR iW.¶

M\ bRd\ ZaV WXUned WR Whe cRmSXWeU WR ZRUk Rn Whe SiWch, bXW m\ mind
Uemained Rn Whe caVe.

µPRlice fiUVW. Then famil\,¶ I Vaid.
µYRX¶Ue nRW gRing WR ZRUk Rn iW?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.

µYRXU fiancee¶V killeU iV URaming fUee²\RX Ueall\ Whink I giYe a fXck
abRXW WhiV SiWch?¶

µWe aUe XVeleVV in cRUSRUaWeV. MiVfiWV. NRW meanW fRU ZRUk. Onl\ a
maWWeU Rf Wime befRUe Whe\ find RXW and fiUe XV.¶

µI dRn¶W caUe,¶ I Vaid.
µRameVh Xncle haWeV Adi chachX,¶ SaXUabh Vaid. µWh\ nRW famil\ fiUVW?¶
µHe iV VWill hiV bURWheU. HaWing him iV diffeUenW fURm WRVVing him inWR

jail.¶
µEYen if he killed hiV daXghWeU?¶

I VhUXgged. µCan¶W Wake WhaW chance. WiWh PXnjabi familieV, blRRd iV
WhickeU Whan ZaWeU. OU laVVi RU ZhaWeYeU.¶

µOh m\ GRd' Singh Vaid. He lRRked aW Whe SicWXUeV Rf Whe glRYeV and Whe
Uing Rn SaXUabh¶V ShRne.

We ZeUe in hiV Rffice, ViWWing acURVV fURm him.
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µWheUe haYe \RX keSW Whe Uing and glRYeV?¶
µIn RXU MalYi\a NagaU hRXVe' I Vaid. µWe ZeUe caUefXl nRW WR WRXch Whe

glRYeV. TR SUeVeUYe fingeUSUinWV.¶
µGRRd' Singh Vaid. µAnd gXWV\ Rf \RX WR gR in like WhaW. OXU WeamV

lRRked aURXnd Whe ZhRle bXngalRZ. The\ didn¶W find WhiV/
I ZanWed WR Well him ma\be hiV Weam had been WRR bXV\ eaWing VamRVaV

and kajX kaWliV VeUYed aW Whe MalhRWUaV inVWead Rf dRing a SURSeU VeaUch, bXW
cRnWURlled m\Velf.

µWe SURmiVed WR keeS \RX in Whe lRRS' I Vaid.
µYRX ZanW Wea? SRmeWhing WR eaW?¶ Singh Vaid.
BefRUe SaXUabh cRXld UeVSRnd, I VhRRk m\ head.
'WhaW ne[W, ViU?¶ I Vaid.

Singh UeWXUned Whe ShRne WR SaXUabh. He cXSSed hiV chin in hiV UighW
hand and WRRk a deeS bUeaWh.

µI ZanWed WR VSeak WR NamUaWa Taneja ne[W. BXW WhiV iV TXiWe VRmeWhing.¶
µIV WhiV eYidence?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.

µGlRYeV, Uing Rf deceaVed. IW¶V eYidence fRU VXUe,¶ Singh Vaid.
µEYidence enRXgh?¶ I Vaid.
Singh VaW XS VWUaighW.

µEnRXgh fRU ZhaW? TR geW him aUUeVWed? YeV. TR SURYe WhaW he iV a
mXUdeUeU? PURbabl\ \eV. BXW Ze dR WhaW in cRXUW. FRU nRZ, he¶V SUime
VXVSecW and accXVed' Singh Vaid.

'AUe \RX gRing WR aUUeVW him?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µLeW me VSeak WR Rana ViU' Singh Vaid. He VWRRd XS fURm hiV chaiU and

dialled a nXmbeU Rn hiV ShRne. µRana ViU? GRRd eYening' he Vaid and
Zalked RXW Rf hiV Rffice, WR make VXUe Ze didn¶W heaU Whe cRnYeUVaWiRn.
SaXUabh and I lRRked aW each RWheU, ZRndeUing if Ze had dRne Whe UighW
Whing b\ cRming heUe fiUVW. Singh UeWXUned afWeU a feZ minXWeV.

µWe mighW aUUeVW him. I need Whe acWXal eYidence WhRXgh. YRX haYe iW,
UighW?¶

µOf cRXUVe' SaXUabh Vaid.
µI¶ll Vend VRmeRne WR cRllecW iW' Singh Vaid.

I ZRndeUed if iW ZRXld be a gRRd idea WR giYe Whe eYidence WR Whe SRlice.
If Whe SRlice cXW a deal ZiWh Adi, Singh cRXld XVe WhiV eYidence WR e[WUacW
mRUe mRne\. HRZeYeU, ZhaW chRice did Ze haYe?

µSXUe, ViU' I Vaid.
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µI haYe WR geW a ZaUUanW e[ecXWed fiUVW. OWheUZiVe, media Zill Va\ I
didn¶W fRllRZ SURcedXUe. IV Adi famRXV? He iV a mXVician, UighW?¶

µHe VingV aW a hRWel,¶ I Vaid. 'NRW famRXV.¶
µGRRd. GiYe me WZR da\V, I¶ll handcXff him,¶ Singh Vaid. We VWRRd XS

WR leaYe. µAnd liVWen, bR\V,¶ Singh Vaid.
µYeV, ViU?¶ I Vaid.

µGRRd ZRUk. JXVW dRn¶W Well an\Rne an\Whing XnWil I geW Whe ZaUUanW.¶
SaXUabh lRRked aW me and URlled hiV e\eV.
µOka\, ViU,¶ I Vaid. µWhaWeYeU \RX Va\.¶
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CKDSWHU 29
When SaXUabh iV cRnfXVed, VWUeVVed RU WenVe, he WXUnV WR Rne VRlXWiRn.

He decideV WR cRRk. SRmehRZ, all hiV UemedieV WR life¶V SURblemV aUe linked
WR fRRd. The mRUe difficXlW Whe ViWXaWiRn he iV in, Whe mRUe elabRUaWe Whe diVh
he chRRVeV WR cRRk.

'DR Ze haYe WR make bXWWeU chicken aW hRme? LeW¶V RUdeU in RU gR RXW,¶ I
Vaid.

'DRn¶W meVV ZiWh me nRZ, bhai. I WRld \RX I need WR de-VWUeVV,¶ he Vaid.
He ZaV chRSSing RniRnV in a fXU\, like Whe\ had a famil\ feXd ZiWh him.

'Calm dRZn, \RX¶Ue VcaUing me' I Vaid.
'JXVW giYe me Whe WRmaWReV. And Whe bXWWeU WRR.¶

I WRRk RXW Vi[ WRmaWReV and a neZl\ bRXghW halfkilR Sack Rf bXWWeU fURm
Whe fUidge and gaYe iW WR him.

He cXW Whe bXWWeU inWR half. He Slaced Rne Rf Whe halYeV inWR a kadhai
WhaW ZaV Rn Whe liW VWRYe.

'AUe \RX inYiWing Whe enWiUe Rffice RYeU?¶ I Vaid.
'NR, I dRn¶W ZanW WR meeW an\Rne. ThiV iV jXVW fRU XV.¶

'ShRXldn¶W Ze XVe leVV bXWWeU When?¶ I Vaid.
SaXUabh lRRked aW me like I had aVked him WR change hiV UeligiRn.

'WhaW iV Whe diVh called?¶
µBXWWeU chicken,' I Vaid.

'E[acWl\. SR iW needV bXWWeU. NRZ leaYe me alRne. LeW me cRRk,¶ SaXUabh
Vaid. The bXWWeU melWed and began WR bXbble in a feZ VecRndV. He WRVVed all
Whe RniRnV inWR Whe kadhai, VWiUUing Will Whe\ WXUned gRlden bURZn. If I ZeUe
ZUiWing an Indian liWeUaU\ nRYel, Whe RneV ZhiWe gX\V in BUiWain jXdge and
giYe SUi]eV WR, I ZRXld ZUiWe WZR mRUe SaUagUaShV Rn Whe aURma Rf Ued
RniRnV fUied in bXWWeU; baVicall\ hRZ Ze IndianV aUe VR e[RWic WhaW Ze VSUa\
cinnamRn in Whe aiU. HRZeYeU, I had biggeU SURblemV Rn hand. A nineW\-Vi[-
kilR VWUeVV ball, fRU inVWance.

I held hiV aUm, Whe Rne WhaW ZaV VWiUUing YiRlenWl\, aVking him WR VWRS. I
WXUned dRZn Whe gaV flame, ZiVhing he had a VimilaU knRb aV Zell.

µWhaW¶V Whe SURblem, GRlX? Tell me?¶ I Vaid.
SaXUabh didn¶W meeW m\ e\e.

µI didn¶W geW a gRRd feeling fURm Singh' he Vaid. µI WRld \RX, leW¶V infRUm
Whe famil\ fiUVW abRXW Adi.'

µWh\?¶
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µPicWXUe WhiV. Singh gReV WR Adi chachX. AVkV him fRU Wen lakh UXSeeV WR
WhURZ WhaW eYidence aZa\... B\ Whe Za\, WZR cRnVWableV came b\ an hRXU
agR. The\ WRRk Whe Uing and glRYeV.'

µIf Ze can¶W WUXVW Whe SRlice Rf Whe cRXnWU\, Ze can¶W VRlYe an\ caVe,
GRlX,¶ I Vaid.

µDR \RX WUXVW Whem?¶
I lRRked aW SaXUabh.

µNRW a hXndUed SeU cenW. BXW neiWheU can Ze WUXVW Whe famil\. Think
abRXW WhiV. We Well Whe famil\ Adi did iW. RameVh Xncle Va\V fine bXW dRn¶W
gR WR Whe SRlice. Can¶W bUing Whe famil\ mRUe diVUeSXWe. Then?¶

SaXUabh VhRRk hiV head. He WXUned XS Whe gaV bXUneU again.
µLeW¶V nRW Walk WR RameVh Xncle alRne, When. We¶ll Walk WR eYeU\Rne in

Whe famil\. EYeU\Rne aSaUW fURm Adi chachX,¶ SaXUabh Vaid. He began WR
chRS Whe WRmaWReV, iWV Ued jXice VSXUWing all RYeU Whe Slace.

µRameVh Xncle dRminaWeV WhaW hRXVe,¶ I Vaid.
µBXW Whe RWheUV ma\ ZanW jXVWice fRU PUeUna. SRmeRne mighW. I Va\ leW¶V

dR iW VRRn. BefRUe Whe SRlice and Adi chachX VWUike a deal and ... OZZZ,¶
SaXUabh VcUeamed. He had nicked hiV WhXmb Zhile cXWWing Whe WRmaWReV.
BlRRd dUiSSed fURm iW and mi[ed ZiWh Whe WRmaWR SieceV.

µTRnighW¶V diVh iV gRing WR be VSecial. If nRW VZeaW, aW leaVW \RX haYe SXW
\RXU blRRd inWR iW,¶ I Vaid.

µDamn,¶ he Vaid and lifWed hiV hand. He gRW Whe fiUVW-aid bR[, fXmbled
and fRXnd a band-aid.

µFine,¶ I Vaid.
µNRW fine. HXUWV like hell,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.

µI meanW, fine, leW¶V Walk WR Whe MalhRWUaV. Time fRU anRWheU famil\
meeWing.¶
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CKDSWHU 30
µYRX¶Ue Waking XV all RXW? Wh\?¶ Anjali Vaid.
µUncle gaYe XV a Slace WR VWa\. LeaVW Ze can dR' I Vaid.
SaXUabh and I had RUganiVed a dinneU aW LRWXV PRnd, a ChineVe

UeVWaXUanW in K BlRck Rf NeZ FUiendV CRlRn\. Anjali ZaV Whe fiUVW SeUVRn WR
Ueach Whe YenXe.

SaXUabh Vcanned Whe menX. AnnRXncing Whe killeU ZRXld alZa\V cRme
VecRnd WR deciding Zhich hakka nRRdleV WR RUdeU.

µPUiYaWe URRm. Fanc\' Anjali Vaid.
µHeUe Ze can all haYe a cRnYeUVaWiRn' I Vaid. µWheUe aUe Whe RWheUV?¶
µCRming VRRn. I gXeVV eYeU\Rne had imSRUWanW WhingV WR dR. I am Whe

Rnl\ la]\ jRbleVV kind.¶ Anjali chXckled. She had cXW heU haiU eYen VhRUWeU.
IW baUel\ cRYeUed heU eaUV. She had heU WUademaUk nRVe Uing and VilYeU UingV
Rn. She ZRUe a ZhiWe kXUWi ZiWh a Velf-deVign alRng ZiWh a SaiU Rf WRm jeanV
WhaW clXng WR heU Vkinn\ legV.

I WUied nRW WR nRWice heU WRR mXch. EYen WhRXgh a SaUW Rf me fRXnd iW
haUd WR UeViVW heU. SchRRl SUinciSal SaXUabh ZRXldn¶W like iW.

µYRX lRRk gRRd WRda\' Anjali Vaid. µHaYe \RX been ZRUking RXW?¶
NR, SleaVe dRn¶W dR WhiV, I ZanWed WR Va\. DRn¶W fliUW ZiWh me. YRX aUe

Rff-limiWV, and m\ fUiend mighW jXVW e[SlRde.
µSame aV befRUe' I Vaid. µHRZ aUe WhingV ZiWh \RX?'
Anjali Vmiled UXefXll\.

µTXUnV RXW WheUe¶V nRW mXch ZRUk fRU a fUeelance jRXUnaliVW inWeUeVWed in
VRcial caXVeV.¶

'YRX ZUiWe Rn iVVXeV like SRllXWiRn. IW¶V a hXge SURblem,¶ I Vaid.
µASSaUenWl\ nRW aV hXge aV ZheUe WR bX\ Whe beVW make-XS in Delhi'

Anjali Vaid and laXghed. HeU ZhiWe WeeWh SeUfecWl\ maWched heU kXUWi.
µMake-XS?¶ I Vaid.
µThaW¶V Whe Rnl\ fUeelance ZUiWing gig I gRW in Whe laVW WZR ZeekV. SR

mXch fRU m\ degUee in SXblic SRlic\.
Ma\be Rne da\ I can XVe m\ edXcaWiRn WR UecRmmend laZV VXbVidiVing

make-XS SURdXcWV?
She cRnWinXed WR laXgh. HeU high cheekbRneV, angXlaU face and Whe

MalhRWUa giUlV¶ WUademaUk big e\eV made iW difficXlW fRU me WR lRRk aZa\. I
Whink Vhe caXghW me VWaUing aW heU.

I cRXghed haUd WZice WR geW SaXUabh¶V aWWenWiRn. He lRRked XS fURm Whe
menX ZiWh Whe aiU Rf an academician.
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µWhaW?¶ SaXUabh Vaid. I Vignalled WR him ZiWh m\ e\eV WR Walk WR Anjali
aV Zell.

µHRZ¶V PaUag?¶ SaXUabh Vaid, UefeUUing WR heU bR\fUiend.
µMXVW be Rka\. HeaUd he fRXnd a jRb Velling ediWRUial adV in Delhi

TimeV. Pa\V Zell. Delhi changeV \RX. MakeV \RX cRmSl\, eYenWXall\?
µYRX aUe nRW in WRXch?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.

Anjali VhRRk heU head. M\ cURRked mind chXUned inWR acWiRn. ThiV
meanV Vhe iV Vingle. Ma\be Vhe likeV me WRR. HRZ lRng aUe UelaWiYeV Rf dead
e[-fianceeV RXW Rf bRXndV, an\Za\?

I VcRlded m\Velf fRU lRnging fRU heU. ASaUW fURm SaXUabh¶V diVaSSURYal,
I didn¶W Ueall\ ZanW a UelaWiRnVhiS. I didn¶W ZanW WR gR dRZn WhiV URad Rf
liking VRmeRne WRR mXch and bXUdening m\Velf ZiWh a milliRn
cRmSlicaWiRnV and diVaSSRinWmenWV laWeU.

µGRRd eYening, RameVh Xncle? Anjali Vaid, bUeaking m\ line Rf
WhRXghW.

RameVh aUUiYed ZiWh Maaji, Neelam and BindX. Aja\ had a cRaching
claVV, and cRXldn¶W cRme. EYeU\Rne WRRk a VeaW aURXnd Whe ciUcXlaU Wable.
SaXUabh called fRU Whe ZaiWeU.

µIW¶V TXeVda\, Ze aUe all Yeg WRda\? RameVh Vmiled aSRlRgeWicall\.
A biW diVaSSRinWed, SaXUabh RUdeUed a VelecWiRn Rf YegeWaUian diVheV.

Then he addUeVVed eYeU\Rne.
µSR haSS\ \RX all cRXld make iW. We ZanWed WR Va\ Whank \RX fRU leWWing

XV VWa\ in \RXU hRme and WUeaWing XV like famil\?
µYRX aUe ZelcRme, beWa. DRn'W be fRUmal? Neelam Vaid.
µWe alVR WhRXghW Ze ZRXld bUief \RX Rn VRme XSdaWeV in PUeUna¶V caVe?

I Vaid.
EYeU\Rne VWRSSed Vmiling.
µWaiW, VhRXldn¶W Ze ZaiW fRU Adi?¶ RameVh Vaid.
SaXUabh VhRRk hiV head.
µNR, Uncle, Adi chachX iV nRW inYiWed? SaXUabh Vaid.
RameVh lRRked VhRcked.
µWhaW¶V gRing Rn?¶ Neelam Vaid.
µIV Adi²¶ BindX began, bXW RameVh cXW heU VhRUW.
µLeW Whem Walk.¶

µWe fRXnd a feZ WhingV in Adi chachX¶V flaW' SaXUabh Vaid.
'AcWXall\, Ze VeaUched hiV flaW,¶ I Vaid. SaXUabh and I UecRXnWed RXU

VeaUch RSeUaWiRn.
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'SWUange Za\ WR dR WhingV. An\Za\, ZhaW did \RX find?¶ RameVh Vaid.
SaXUabh RSened hiV backSack. He WRRk RXW a VeW Rf SUinWRXWV Rf

ShRWRgUaShV Rf Whe eYidence.
µI am VXUe \RX UecRgniVe Whe Uing, Uncle,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
RameVh WRRk RXW hiV Ueading glaVVeV fURm hiV VhiUW SRckeW. He ZRUe

Whem and e[amined Whe Sage XS clRVe. Neelam lRRked XS fURm Whe Sage Vhe
ZaV hRlding, heU face ZhiWe. BindX¶V handV VhiYeUed aV Vhe held a SUinWRXW.

Maaji mRYed Whe SageV XS and dRZn.
µWhaW iV WhiV? A bangle?¶
µIW¶V PUeUna¶V Uing,¶ RameVh Vaid.

BindX VWaUWed cU\ing fiUVW. Neelam fRllRZed. The ZaiWeU aUUiYed ZiWh
VRXS. RameVh Vignalled WR him WR gR aZa\.

µNR, Neelam, nR. We WRld each RWheU, nR mRUe WeaUV. NR, BindX, nR,¶
RameVh Vaid, hRlding hiV ViVWeU¶V and Zife¶V handV. Maaji cRnWinXed WR
fXmble ZiWh Whe SUinWRXWV. Ma\be heU heaUing and VighW ZeUe nRW VhaUS
enRXgh WR figXUe RXW ZhaW ZaV gRing Rn, I WhRXghW. RameVh didn¶W e[Slain
an\Whing WR heU. He aVked a ZaiWeU WR geW heU VRXS inVWead. She lRRked aW
him, Vmiled and began WR haYe Whe hRW liTXid ZiWh a VSRRn.

µIW¶V gRRd,¶ Maaji Vaid. RameVh Vmiled aW hiV mRWheU and WXUned WR me.
µSR, Adi killed m\ giUl?¶ RameVh Vaid, hiV YRlXme lRZ bXW ZiWh RbYiRXV

angeU. The ZRmen aW Whe Wable heaUd Whe ZRUd µkilled¶ and lRRked XS aW him.
µThiV iV SUeWW\ VRlid eYidence,¶ I Vaid. µOf cRXUVe, mXVW be VhRcking fRU

\RX. He iV \RXU famil\.¶
µWhaW dReV WhiV Vnake knRZ abRXW famil\?¶ RameVh Vaid, hiV YRice VRfW

WR enVXUe Maaji cRXldn¶W heaU. 'BlRRd\ XngUaWefXl dUXg addicW. HaWed me and
PUeUna fRU becRming VRmeWhing in life.¶

'YRX Whink WhaW iV Whe likel\ mRWiYe, Uncle?¶ I Vaid.
µWhaW?¶ RameVh Vaid.

µThe SRlice Vaid Whe eYidence iV gRRd. EYenWXall\ Whe\ jXVW need WR
cRnfiUm Whe mRWiYe.¶

RameVh VaW XS VWUaighW.
µHRZ dReV Whe SRlice knRZ all WhiV?¶

SaXUabh WRld RameVh abRXW RXU meeWing ZiWh Singh.
µHaYe \RX lRVW \RXU mind? Wh\ did \RX gR WR Whe SRlice?¶ RameVh Vaid.

ThiV Wime Maaji heaUd him; Vhe lRRked XS fURm heU VRXS.
µKi hR\a?¶ Maaji Vaid in PXnjabi, ZRndeUing ZhaW ZaV gRing Rn.
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µNRWhing, Maaji, leW¶V eaW,¶ RameVh Vaid. He Vignalled WR Whe ZaiWeU WR
geW Whe UeVW Rf Whe fRRd. AV Whe ZaiWeU hXUUied WR dR WhiV, RameVh clenched
hiV fiVWV.

µRameVh ji, VhaanW,¶ Neelam Vaid in a VRfW YRice.
µWhaW VhaanW? The\ VWa\ in m\ hRXVe, VnRRS aURXnd like URbbeUV, find

VRmeWhing and gR giYe iW WR Whe SRlice? All WhiV ZiWhRXW infRUming me?¶
µWe aUe infRUming \RX, Uncle. YRX Rnl\ WRld XV WR ZRUk WRgeWheU ZiWh

Whe SRlice,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µTRgeWheU, m\ fRRW. ThiV iV a famil\ maWWeU. I Zill decide ZhaW iV UighW

heUe,¶ RameVh Vaid.
Neelam and BindX fUR]e like VcaUed UabbiWV, Xnable WR XWWeU a ZRUd.

SaXUabh lRRked aW BindX, hRSing WR geW VXSSRUW.
µTheVe bR\V aUe jXVW WU\ing WR²¶ BindX Vaid.

µShXW XS and eaW, BindX,¶ RameVh Vaid. B\ nRZ fRRd had been VeUYed.
BindX lRZeUed heU e\eV WR heU SlaWe Rf YegeWable fUied Uice. I WXUned

WRZaUdV Anjali, begging heU VilenWl\ WR Va\ VRmeWhing.
µWhaW elVe cRXld Whe\ haYe dRne, Uncle? The\ aUe RbligaWed WR hand

RYeU an\ eYidence WR Whe SRlice,¶ Anjali Vaid.
RameVh lRRked aW Anjali, VhRcked aW heU aXdaciW\. He WRRk a VSRRn and

banged iW haUd Rn Whe Wable.
µWhaW if WhiV idiRW Singh gReV WR Whe media? WhaW if neZV geWV RXW?

MalhRWUa MRWRUV famil\ membeUV mXUdeU each RWheU. WhaW UeSXWaWiRn Zill
Ze haYe lefW?¶ RameVh Vaid.

I WUied WR hand him a glaVV Rf ZaWeU; he ignRUed me.
µSRUU\, Uncle, bXW if Adi chachX iV Whe mXUdeUeU, neZV Zill eYenWXall\

cRme RXW,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µNRW if \RX had keSW TXieW,¶ RameVh Vaid. 'NRZ I haYe WR handle Singh.¶
µWhaW dR \RX mean, Uncle? YRX dRn¶W ZanW PUema¶V killeU SXniVhed?'

SaXUabh Vaid.
µI dR. BXW I alVR ZanW WR SURWecW RXU famil\ name and bXVineVV

UeSXWaWiRn' RameVh Vaid.
µYRX can leW Whe killeU Rf \RXU daXghWeU gR fUee fRU WhaW?¶ Anjali Vaid.

RameVh glaUed aW Anjali.
µLife dReVn¶W alZa\V giYe \RX eaV\ chRiceV' RameVh Vaid. EYeU\Rne fell

VilenW. RameVh finall\ VeUYed himVelf VRme nRRdleV.
EYeU\Rne aWe ZiWhRXW a ZRUd. I cRXld Well SeRSle ZanWed WR Va\ mRUe

and aVk mRUe TXeVWiRnV. HRZeYeU, ZiWh RameVh aURXnd, Whe\ SUefeUUed WR
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be TXieW.
µEnRXgh iV enRXgh' Anjali Vaid. µI knRZ Zh\ \RX ZanW WR keeS iW TXieW.

YRX dRn¶W ZanW Whe famil\ VecUeWV RXW. RighW, Neelam aXnW\?¶
µI dRn¶W knRZ ZhaW \RX¶Ue Walking abRXW' Neelam Vaid, nRW lRRking XS

fURm heU SlaWe.
µIW¶V abRXW Wime Ze Well SaXUabh and KeVhaY. The\ mXVW be ZRndeUing,

hRZ can a faWheU nRW caUe abRXW hiV daXghWeU¶V killeU?¶
RameVh VWRRd XS, WRZeUing RYeU all Rf XV. He SRinWed a WUembling fingeU

aW Anjali.
µAnjali. ShXW XS UighW nRZ.¶
µWh\²¶ Anjali began.

µBindX? Neelam? YRX cRnWURl heU, RWheUZiVe ...¶ He fle[ed hiV hand, aV
if WR VlaS Anjali.

µQXieW, Anjali beWa, TXieW' BindX Vaid.
µKi?¶ Maaji¶V high-SiWched YRice VWaUWled eYeU\Rne.
Anjali lRRked aW Maaji.

µWh\ iV RameVh XSVeW?¶ Maaji Vaid, fXmbling ZiWh Whe heaUing deYice
in heU eaU. µYRX beWWeU geW m\ heaUing aid fi[ed. EYen WhiV neZ Rne iVn¶W
ZRUking.¶

µNRWhing, Maaji' RameVh Vaid, ViWWing back dRZn.
'O aa\a Vi' Maaji Vaid.

µYeV, Maaji, SleaVe eaW' RameVh Vaid. He leW RXW a deeS bUeaWh.
Anjali biW heU lRZeU liS. Neelam VTXee]ed Anjali¶V aUm, XUging heU WR

VWa\ calm. RameVh WXUned WR heU.
µAnjali beWa, iW¶V nRW like I am gRing WR VSaUe Adi' RameVh Vaid in a VRfW

YRice, VR aV WR nRW alaUm hiV mRWheU again. µPUeUna meanW Whe ZRUld WR me. I
Zill Walk WR Adi WRnighW iWVelf.¶

When Anjali didn¶W anVZeU, RameVh cRnWinXed.
µBXW Ze can¶W VSRil RXU famil\ image RU diVcXVV inWeUnal maWWeUV in

SXblic.¶
µWhaW inWeUnal maWWeUV?¶ I Vaid, aV m\ cXUiRViW\ became WRR mXch WR

cRnWURl.
RameVh gaYe me a VWem glance.

µInWeUnal meanV inWeUnal. An\Za\, iW haV nR UeleYance WR WhiV caVe'
RameVh Vaid.

µBXW, Uncle²¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µEnRXgh. We aUe dRne heUe' RameVh Vaid.
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SaXUabh Vighed and called RXW WR Whe ZaiWeU.
µGeW Whe bill' SaXUabh Vaid.

µDeVVeUW fiUVW, ViU? OXU hRne\ nRRdle ice cUeam iV famRXV' Whe ZaiWeU
Vaid.

Downloaded from https://www.studycrux.com



CKDSWHU 31
µFXck, he iV Ueall\ \elling' SaXUabh Vaid. We VaW Rn Whe bed in PUeUna¶V

URRm. We had Ueached hRme afWeU dinneU aW Whe LRWXV PRnd. RameVh had
baUged VWUaighW inWR Adi¶V aSaUWmenW. BindX ZaV ZiWh Neelam in Whe liYing
URRm. NRne Rf XV cRXld make RXW ZhaW ZaV being Vaid Rn Whe flRRU abRYe.
HRZeYeU, Ze cRXld Well RameVh ZaV liYid.

Clangl I heaUd a lRXd VRXnd aV a haUd RbjecW fell in Whe aSaUWmenW abRYe
XV.

SaXUabh and I VSUang XS aW Whe Vame Wime.
µWe need WR liVWen WR ZhaW Whe\¶Ue Va\ing,¶ I Vaid.
µFine, leW¶V VWeS RXW.¶
We ZenW RXW Rf Whe bedURRm.

µWhaW¶V haSSening?¶ Neelam Vaid in a cRnceUned YRice.
µWe Zill gR check,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µNR,¶ Neelam VcUeamed. µRameVh ji Vaid nRbRd\ VhRXld gR WheUe.¶
µWe Zill VWand aW Whe VWeSV,¶ SaXUabh Vaid. 'CRme, KeVhaY.¶
I nRWiced Whe RXWline Rf heU Whin figXUe in Whe daUkneVV Rf Whe VWaiUZell.

µAnjali?¶ I ZhiVSeUed.
µShh,¶ Vhe Vaid, fingeU Rn heU liSV. SaXUabh and I WiSWRed XS Whe VWeSV.

µWhaW aUe \RX dRing heUe?¶ I Vaid VRfWl\.
µFigXUing RXW ZhaW iV gRing Rn. And hRSing iW dReVn¶W end badl\,¶ Anjali

Vaid. µI heaUd VRmeWhing bUeak.¶
We ZeUe UighW aW Whe enWUance Rf Adi¶V aSaUWmenW and ZeUe able WR

eaYeVdURS a biW.
µI VWRSSed Waking dUXgV,¶ AdiW\a ZaV \elling. 'I dRn¶W dR Whem an\mRUe.¶

µLiaU,¶ RameVh Vaid.
µ WheUe Zill I geW mRne\ fRU dUXgV? I haYe nRne. M\ gigV dRn¶W Sa\

mXch. YRX dRn¶W giYe me an\. WheUe Zill I geW mRne\?¶ AdiW\a cUied.
Anjali SUeVVed heU eaU WR Whe dRRU WR heaU beWWeU. AV Vhe did WhaW, heU

VhRXldeU SUeVVed againVW mine. HeU SeUfXme made m\ head VZim a liWWle.
µ. . . killed WhaW liWWle giUl. YRX cRXldn¶W VWand iW. SRmeRne in WhiV hRXVe

dRing Zell,¶ RameVh Vaid.
µI didn¶W dR an\Whing!¶
'The Uing aSSeaUed like magic in \RXU aSaUWmenW?¶ RameVh Vaid. µTRda\

I ZRn¶W leaYe \RX.¶
I heaUd VlaSV and SXncheV. µDRn¶W beaW me, Bhai\a. We aUe gURZn-XSV,¶

AdiW\a Vaid.
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µYRX Whink I like dRing WhiV?¶ RameVh Vaid. µI neYeU laid a fingeU Rn
an\Rne in WhiV hRXVe. I VhRXld haYe. M\ lRYe VSRilW \RX.¶

I heaUd a feZ mRUe VlaSV.
µI didn¶W kill PUeUna. She ZaV WR me ZhaW Vhe ZaV WR \RX.¶
µNRnVenVe,¶ RameVh Vaid. µThe SRlice knRZV, b\ Whe Za\. And VRRn Whe

ZRUld Zill. FiUVW \RX bUing VRUURZ WR XV. NRZ \RX Zill bUing XV Vhame.¶
µWhaW? HRZ? WhaW iV eYen haSSening?¶ Adi Vaid.
µIf WhaW¶V Whe acWing \RX Zill dR fRU Whe SRlice, \RX Zill fail miVeUabl\.¶
µI didn¶W kill heU, RameVh bhai\a, I VZeaU XSRn Maaji.¶

µYRX Zill kill Maaji WRR. SWRS dRing dUama. ShXW XS.¶
I cRXldn¶W heaU an\Whing afWeU WhaW. Ma\be Whe\ ZeUe ViWWing in Vilence RU

had mRYed WR anRWheU URRm. I SUeVVed m\ eaU WR Whe dRRU aV Zell; nR VRXnd.
M\ cheek WRXched Anjali¶V cheek fRU a VecRnd Zhen I leaned fRUZaUd
againVW Whe ZRRd Rf Whe dRRU. I mRYed aZa\ inVWanWl\. She lRRked aW me,
cleaUl\ ZRUUied abRXW Whe SURceedingV inVide, XnaZaUe Rf Whe elecWUic VSaUk
Whe accidenWal WRXch had caXVed.

A feZ minXWeV laWeU, Ze heaUd RameVh¶V fRRWVWeSV in Adi¶V liYing URRm.
µRemembeU ZhaW I WRld \RX. AcW dignified in fURnW Rf Whe SRlice. And fRU

GRd¶V Vake, VWa\ VRbeU and VhaYe.¶
HiV YRice mRYed clRVeU WR Whe main dRRU. The WhUee Rf XV VcamSeUed XS

Whe VWaiUV. We ZaiWed aW Whe WeUUace dRRU. We heaUd RameVh cRme RXW Rf
Adi¶V aSaUWmenW, Vlam Whe dRRU VhXW and climb dRZn Whe VWeSV.

SaXUabh and Anjali heaYed a Vigh Rf Uelief.
µLeW¶V gR WR Whe WeUUace. GeW VRme aiU,¶ I Vaid.
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The WhUee Rf XV VWRRd Rn Whe Vame WeUUace PUeUna had fallen fURm.
I alZa\V kneZ m\ famil\ ZaV nRW SeUfecW, bXW I didn¶W knRZ iW ZRXld be

VR fXcked XS' Anjali Vaid. She liW a cigaUeWWe and RffeUed iW WR me. SaXUabh¶V
head VZXng WR me. I declined.

An\Whing can haSSen in WhiV ZRUld' I Vaid.
Anjali e[haled VmRke and Vaid, 'TR Whink I came dRZn fURm Whe US fRU

WhiV. TR geW a famil\.¶
M\ ShRne bX]]ed in m\ SRckeW.

I VhRZed Whe VcUeen WR SaXUabh²Whe call ZaV fURm Singh.
'NRZ? IW¶V eleYen R¶clRck' he Vaid.
'Shall I Wake iW?¶ I Vaid.
'Of cRXUVe' SaXUabh Vaid.

I VWeSSed aZa\ fURm SaXUabh and Anjali VR Whe\ cRXldn¶W heaU me.
Singh gXVhed Rn Whe RWheU Vide, 'MU DeWecWiYe, hRZ aUe \RX? I¶m nRW

diVWXUbing \RX, I hRSe?¶
'NR, ViU' I Vaid. µHRZ aUe \RX? All gRRd?¶
'YeV. I haYe gRRd neZV fRU \RX' Singh Vaid.
'GRRd neZV?¶

'We haYe a ZaUUanW' Singh Vaid. µFRU AdiW\a MalhRWUa.¶
µWRZ.¶

µDRn¶W eYeU dRXbW Whe SRlice. I haYe nRW VRld m\ VRXl, deWecWiYe Vahib.¶
'We neYeU dRXbWed, ViU' I Vaid.

'We Zill acW Rn WhiV WRmRUURZ. LeW him VleeS in hiV kRWhi nicel\ WRnighW.¶
µRighW, ViU.¶
'DRn¶W Well him an\Whing abRXW WhiV. Oka\?¶

µYeV, ViU' I Vaid.
I Zalked back WR SaXUabh and Anjali. SaXUabh lRRked aW me cXUiRXVl\.
µWhaW did he Va\?¶ Anjali Vaid, lighWing anRWheU cigaUeWWe.
µNRWhing. RRXWine VWXff. An\Za\, leW'V gR dRZn nRZ. I¶m WiUed.¶
µWhaW? AUUeVW ZaUUanW? Wh\ didn'W \RX Va\ WhaW Rn Whe WeUUace?¶

SaXUabh Vaid. He VSUang XS Rn Whe bed. I had Waken Whe maWWUeVV Rn Whe flRRU.
We had jXVW WXUned Rff Whe lighWV in PUeUna¶V URRm.

µBecaXVe Anjali ZaV WheUe' I Vaid. µNRZ lie back dRZn, SleaVe.¶
µSR ZhaW?¶
'She iV famil\, afWeU all.¶

µWhaW dR \RX mean?¶ SaXUabh Vaid, VcUaWching hiV head.
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µMa\be Vhe Zill feel RbligaWed WR Well RameVh Xncle. He cRXld WU\ WR
manage Whe ViWXaWiRn RU aVk Adi WR gR XndeUgURXnd.¶

SaXUabh gXlSed VRme aiU.
µHmm, \RX ma\ be UighW,¶ he Vaid.
SaXUabh la\ dRZn again.
µSR ZhaW nRZ?'

'SleeS. We need Whe UeVW befRUe WRmRUURZ¶V dUama. GRRdnighW,¶ I Vaid
and VhXW m\ e\eV.
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µWake XS, KeVhaY,¶ SaXUabh Vaid, Vhaking m\ VhRXldeU.

I RSened Rne e\e. IW VWill Veemed daUk RXWVide.
µWhaW Wime iV iW?¶

µ6.30. HRZ can \RX VleeS WhURXgh all WhiV? Can¶W \RX heaU Whe
ViUen?¶

I UXbbed m\ e\eV and VWUeWched RXW m\ aUmV. YeV, I cRXld heaU a
ViUen.

'LeW¶V Vee fURm Whe balcRn\,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
I RSened Whe dRRU in Whe URRm WhaW led WR Whe ZUaSaURXnd balcRn\.

WinWeU hiW me in Whe face, fXll blaVW.
In Whe fRg, Ze cRXld make RXW WhUee SRlice G\SVieV SaUked

RXWVide. One Rf Whem had UeYRlYing lighWV flaVhing Rn iWV URRf and a
ViUen blaUing fURm iW. SeYeUal men in khaki XnifRUm VWRRd RXWVide Whe
hRXVe. I lRRked WR m\ UighW. AW Whe RWheU end Rf RXU flRRU, RameVh
VWRRd Rn hiV balcRn\. He Zalked WRZaUdV XV.

µWhaW¶V gRing Rn?¶ RameVh Vaid.
I VhUXgged. SaXUabh didn¶W UeVSRnd eiWheU.

µSingh ji jXVW called me. He'V dRZnVWaiUV. LeW¶V gR,¶ RameVh Vaid.
GRSika VeUYed RameVh Wea aV VRRn aV Ze Ueached Whe gURXnd

flRRU. InVSecWRU Singh, SaXUabh and I VaW Rn Whe RSSRViWe VRfa.
µGeW Wea fRU eYeU\Rne heUe,¶ RameVh Vaid. µAnd giYe Whe

cRnVWableV RXWVide VRme naaVhWa.¶
Singh e[Slained Whe enWiUe ViWXaWiRn and hiV UeaVRn fRU being WheUe.
µIW¶V nRW eaV\ fRU \RX, I¶m VXUe,¶ Singh Vaid. µThaW¶V Zh\ Ze came

eaUl\. We didn¶W ZanW Whe cRlRn\ WR knRZ?
µSR Zh\ iV \RXU G\SV\ VWill making WhiV hRUUible VRXnd?¶ RameVh

Vaid.
µSRUU\,¶ Singh Vaid. He SXlled RXW a Zalkie-Walkie aWWached WR hiV

belW and gaYe VRme inVWUXcWiRnV. The ViUen VWRSSed.
µTheUe iV VRlid eYidence againVW him. IW iV difficXlW nRW WR acW nRZ. We

jXVW gRW Whe ZaUUanW laVW nighW. TheVe deWecWiYe bR\V knRZ. I called Whem.¶
RameVh gaYe SaXUabh and me a lRRk.

µYRX kneZ Whe\¶d be cRming?¶ RameVh Vaid. SaXUabh and I Uemained
TXieW.

µThe\ helSed a lRW,¶ Singh Vaid.
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µYeah, I knRZ. Raiding m\ RZn hRXVe Zhile I WUeaWed Whem like gXeVWV.
Then gRing WR Whe SRlice behind m\ back.¶

SaXUabh and I VTXiUmed in RXU VeaWV. GRSika UeWXUned ZiWh a cXS Rf Wea
fRU Singh. He WRRk a feZ big VlXUS\ ViSV Rf hiV beYeUage. He VSRke again
afWeU GRSika lefW.

µSRmeWimeV, Zhen neZV Rf Whe ZaUUanW leakV, Whe accXVed abVcRndV. OXW
Rf UegaUd fRU \RX, I didn¶W cRme laVW nighW fRU Whe aUUeVW.¶

µAUUeVW?¶ RameVh Vaid.
µIW¶V an aUUeVW ZaUUanW, RameVh ji. NRW a VeaUch ZaUUanW.¶
µWhaW?¶ RameVh Vaid. He WXUned WR XV. µAnd nRbRd\ WRld me WhiV?¶
SaXUabh and I cRnWinXed WR VTXiUm.
µHe iV \RXU bURWheU. BXW he killed \RXU daXghWeU, RameVh ji. We fRXnd

Whe killeU. The man ZhR UXined \RXU famil\¶V Seace and haSSineVV,¶ Singh
Vaid.

µAnd \RX aUUeVWing him Zill bUing WhaW haSSineVV back?¶ RameVh Vaid,
hiV YRice lRXd.

µIW¶V m\ dXW\, ViU. TR geW jXVWice fRU \RXU daXghWeU.¶
Singh Veemed baffled b\ RameVh¶V UeVSRnVe. He keSW hiV cXS dRZn.
NRUmall\, nRZ ZaV Whe Wime Singh ZRXld be cRngUaWXlaWed fRU caWching

Whe cUiminal. He ZRXld geW SaWV Rn hiV back, bR[eV Rf miWhai and be hailed
aV a heUR. CleaUl\ RameVh had RWheU ideaV.

µWhaW abRXW me? WhaW abRXW m\ famil\?¶ RameVh Vaid. He lRRked aW
all Rf XV. NRbRd\ Vaid a ZRUd. RameVh cRnWinXed.

µWh\ can'W Ze acceSW WhiV aV an accidenW? Wh\ bUing mRUe Vhame WR RXU
famil\?¶

Singh VhUXgged. RameVh WXUned WR SaXUabh.
µTell me, SaXUabh. YRX aUe almRVW a SaUW Rf WhiV famil\. HRZ ZRXld \RX

like iW if \RXU famil\ name ZaV dUagged WhURXgh Whe mXd?¶ RameVh Vaid.
µIW dReVn¶W ZRUk like WhaW, Uncle,¶ SaXUabh Vaid in a calm YRice.

µWhaW dR \RX mean?¶ RameVh Vaid.
'I lRYed PUeUna. I dRn'W caUe abRXW famil\ name RU an\Whing. I ZanW Whe

SeUVRn ZhR WRRk heU aZa\ fURm me WR URW in jail.¶
µGRRd. ThaW¶V Whe UighW Za\ WR Whink. And dRn'W ZRUU\, he Zill URW in jail,'

Singh Vaid and VWRRd XS. µLeW XV SURceed XSVWaiUV. MU AdiW\a iV aW hRme?¶
µAUe \RX VXUe nRWhing can be dRne?¶ RameVh Vaid.

RameVh and Singh e[changed an all-knRZing glance. The\ didn¶W Va\ a
ZRUd. AV iW RfWen haSSenV in India, iW Veemed cleaU RameVh had RffeUed a
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bUibe.
Singh didn'W like being SURSRViWiRned like WhiV, UighW in fURnW Rf XV. He

VhRRk hiV head.
µNRWhing I can dR, MalhRWUa ji. ThankV fRU Whe Wea,¶ Singh Vaid. He

SXlled RXW hiV Zalkie-Walkie WR inVWUXcW hiV Weam. WiWhin VecRndV, half a
dR]en cRSV UXVhed XS Whe VWeSV WR Adi¶V aSaUWmenW.

µHe iV nRW RSening Whe dRRU,¶ Vaid a cRnVWable. He cRnWinXed WR Uing Whe
dRRUbell fRU a minXWe. AnRWheU cRS knRcked SeUiRdicall\ Rn Whe dRRU.
RameVh, SaXUabh and I VWRRd RXWVide Adi¶V aSaUWmenW.

µCall him,¶ Singh Vaid.
RameVh called Adi VeYeUal WimeV. NRbRd\ anVZeUed.

µIV he eYen WheUe?¶ Singh Vaid, naUURZing hiV e\eV.
µI VSRke WR him laVW nighW²he ZaV WheUe,¶ RameVh Vaid.
µNRW UighW, RameVh ji. YRX can¶W helS Whe accXVed UXn aZa\ like WhiV,¶

Singh Vaid, diVaSSRinWmenW in hiV YRice.
µI didn¶W dR an\Whing,¶ RameVh VhRXWed. µHe mXVW be inVide. I dRn¶W

caUe, bUeak Whe lRck.¶
Singh nRdded aW Rne Rf Whe cRSV, ZhR Uan dRZnVWaiUV and UeWXUned ZiWh

a WRRlbR[ fURm hiV G\SV\.
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FRU a feZ minXWeV, Whe Rnl\ VRXnd WhaW Rne cRXld heaU ZaV Whe

hammeUing aW Adi'V dRRU.
µDRne,¶ Whe cRnVWable annRXnced. He SXVhed Whe dRRU, Zhich VZXng

Zide RSen aV Whe lRck came lRRVe.
All Rf XV enWeUed Adi'V aSaUWmenW. On Whe dining Wable ZaV Whe Vame

SSecial K ceUeal bR[, a milk caUWRn and an emSW\ bRZl and VSRRn. The
SRlice mRYed WRZaUdV Adi¶V bedURRm.

The\ knRcked Rn Whe dRRU man\ WimeV. NR UeVSRnVe. A cRS WXUned Whe
knRb.

µIW¶V lRcked,¶ he Vaid.
µI WRld \RX he iV inVide. SleeSing aZa\ afWeU Waking all WhRVe dUXgV,¶

RameVh Vaid, Vhaking hiV head in diVaSSURYal.
Singh Vignalled WR Whe cRnVWable ZiWh Whe WRRlbR[. WiWhin minXWeV, Whe

cRnVWable had bURken WhiV lRck aV Zell.
Singh enWeUed Adi¶V bedURRm. The UeVW Rf XV ZaiWed in Whe liYing URRm.
µAdiW\a ji? AUe \RX heUe, AdiW\a ji? InVSecWRU Singh heUe,¶ Singh Vaid in

a VRfW YRice. I heaUd Singh dUaZ RSen Whe cXUWainV WR leW VXnlighW inWR Whe
URRm.

He emeUged fURm Whe bedURRm afWeU a minXWe. He had hiV handV Rn hiV
ZaiVW.

µIV he inVide?¶ RameVh Vaid.
Singh SXUVed hiV liSV.

µCRme ZiWh me,¶ Singh Vaid. All Rf XV enWeUed Whe bedURRm.
Adi la\ VWill, a VliYeU Rf VXnVhine lighWing Whe VWXbble Rn hiV face. He did

nRW Veem WR haYe an\ clRWheV Rn, WhRXgh a ZhiWe TXilW cRYeUed hiV bRd\
ZaiVW-dRZn. HiV WUackSanWV, T-VhiUW and XndeUZeaU la\ Rn Whe flRRU. HiV
neck and VhRXldeUV had daUk Ued hicke\V and Win\ biWemaUkV, VimilaU WR Whe
RneV I had Veen Zhen Ze meW him aW Whe Leela. The\ Veemed WR be fURm a
UecenW lRYemaking VeVViRn²a XVXal feaWXUe in hiV life, I gXeVVed. He had
WUimmed Whe haiU Rn hiV flaW VWRmach and cheVW, and had a WaWWRR Rf a
lighWning URd Rn hiV cheVW. He lRRked like an IWalian heUR fURm a UaXnch\
URm-cRm mRYie. On Whe bedVide Wable, I VaZ a V\Uinge ZiWh a VWUiS Rf
needleV.

µLRRk aW him. DUXgged-RXW jXnkie, VleeSing aZa\' RameVh Vaid. µShame
Rf RXU famil\.¶

Singh held Adi¶V ZUiVW WR check hiV SXlVe.
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µHe'V nRW VleeSing, RameVh ji. He iV dead' Singh Vaid, dURSSing Adi¶V
aUm.

A WVXnami hiW Whe MalhRWUa hRXVehRld aV neZV Rf Adi¶V deaWh bURke RXW.
Anjali came UXnning XS. She UeWched Rn Veeing heU Xncle¶V cRUSVe. The cRSV
TXickl\ WRRk Whe bRd\ dRZnVWaiUV. Neelam and BindX VaW cU\ing in a cRmeU,
RbYiRXVl\ in VhRck. Maaji, lRRking da]ed, VWXmbled RYeU WR Whe bRd\ and
VWaUWed WR Zail.

µM\ chRWa Adi. Ki hR\a WennX? WhaW haSSened WR \RX?¶ Vhe Vaid RYeU
and RYeU again.

Singh ZenW RYeU WR Neelam.
'WhaW iV eYen gRing Rn in \RXU hRXVe, Neelam ji?¶ he Vaid.
µSRmeRne haV cXUVed XV' Neelam Vaid. RameVh glaUed aW hiV Zife fRU

Walking WR Whe SRlice ZiWhRXW hiV SeUmiVViRn. She nRWiced and WXUned aZa\
fURm Singh.

RameVh ZanWed Whe bRd\ cUemaWed aV VRRn aV SRVVible.
µLeW XV dR a TXick SRVW-mRUWem and When \RX can dR Whe fXneUal' Singh

Vaid.
µNR fXneUal. PleaVe cUemaWe Whe bRd\ afWeU Whe SRVWmRUWem TXieWl\'

RameVh Vaid. µAnd can \RX nRW Well Whe media, SleaVe?¶
µI Zill WU\ m\ beVW WhaW Whe\ dRn¶W find RXW, RameVh ji' Singh Vaid.
Maaji¶V hRZlV filled Whe hRXVe. She VaW ne[W WR Adi, hRlding him WighW.
µGRd, Zh\ dRn'W \RX Wake me? Wh\ aUe \RX cRming afWeU Whe childUen in

m\ famil\?¶ Maaji Vaid. SRmeRne made heU leW gR Rf Adi and Vhe VWaUWed
beaWing heU cheVW. RameVh WeaUed XS WRR, ZaWching hiV mRWheU in VXch
miVeU\.

µNeelam, Wake heU XSVWaiUV, SleaVe' RameVh Vaid, ZiSing hiV WeaUV. He
fRlded hiV handV and WXUned WR Singh. µCan \RX SleaVe clRVe WhiV caVe, Singh
ji? I beg \RX.¶
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The ZRmenfRlk Rf MalhRWUa HRXVe hXddled WRgeWheU Rn Whe VRfa, WheiU

e\eV VZRllen fURm ZeeSing. Anjali held BindX¶V hand, ZiSing heU aXnW¶V
WeaUV inWeUmiWWenWl\. Neelam VWaUed aW Whe flRRU. Maaji ZaV nRW WR be Veen.
RameVh VWRRd in Rne cRmeU, aUmV cURVVed, face daUk aV a WhXndeUclRXd.

SaXUabh and I VaW Rn Whe dining Wable chaiUV. We had cRme back fURm
ZRUk. The Vcene in Whe hRXVe Ueminded me Rf Whe da\ PUema died. GRSika
came in and bURke Whe Vilence.

µNeelam madam, ZhaW dR I make fRU dinneU?¶ GRSika Vaid.
RameVh glaUed aW GRSika VR haUd Vhe cRXld haYe YaSRUiVed.
µWaiW in Whe kiWchen. I Zill cRme, GRSika,' Neelam Vaid haVWil\, and

GRSika VcamSeUed aZa\.
IW ZaV BindX ZhR ne[W bURke Whe Vilence.

µVeeUji, did Whe inVSecWRU cRnfiUm? WhaW haSSened WR Adi?* Vhe Vaid.
RameVh VhRRk hiV head.

µThe\ aUe aZaiWing Whe SRVW-mRUWem UeVXlWV. BXW SUeliminaU\
e[aminaWiRn VXggeVWV dUXg RYeUdRVe.¶

µA dUXg RYeUdRVe can kill \RX?¶ BindX Vaid.
µHeURin can. IW¶V WRR SRZeUfXl,¶ RameVh Vaid and Vighed.
µWe VWill haYen¶W WRld Whe neighbRXUV an\Whing,¶ Neelam Vaid.
µTell Whem dUXg RYeUdRVe. SRme fUiendV gaYe him, he WUied, and iW

SURYed faWal,¶ RameVh Vaid.
µUncle, aUe \RX VXUe?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.

µWhaW dR \RX mean?¶ RameVh Vaid, hiV YRice iUUiWaWed. 'AccidenWal
RYeUdRVe. WhaW elVe?'

µYeV, Uncle, he RYeUdRVed. BXW aUe Ze VXUe abRXW Whe accidenWal SaUW?¶
SaXUabh Vaid.

RameVh¶V e\eV ZenW Zide.
µMeaning?¶ he Vaid.

µHe¶V Va\ing iW ma\ nRW be an accidenW,¶ I Vaid. µTheUe aUe RWheU
SRVVibiliWieV.¶

µLike?¶ RameVh Vaid in an RminRXV WRne.
µHe cRXld haYe inWenWiRnall\ RYeUdRVed himVelf, a VXicide. Ma\be

XnhaSS\ afWeU being \elled aW laVW nighW' SaXUabh Vaid.
µWhaW nRnVenVe' RameVh mXmbled.

SaXUabh cRnWinXed WR Walk. µOU VRmeRne cRXld haYe giYen him Whe
RYeUdRVe, making iW a mXUdeU.¶
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RameVh did nRW UeVSRnd. He came WR Whe dining Wable. He WRZeUed RYeU
XV.

µGeW XS.¶
SaXUabh and I VWRRd XS fURm RXU UeVSecWiYe chaiUV.
µGeW RXW Rf m\ hRXVe. NRZ' he Vaid in a lRZ YRice.
µBXW, Uncle ...¶ SaXUabh ZaV cRnfXVed.

µI Vaid, geW Whe hell RXW. Neelam?¶ he VhRXWed. µWhR Whe hell aUe Whe\,
Neelam? M\ daXghWeU neYeU maUUied WhiV idiRW, and ZhR iV WhiV fUiend
an\Za\? WhaW aUe Whe\ dRing in m\ hRXVe?¶

Neelam cRXld haYe Ueminded RameVh he himVelf had RffeUed XV
PUeUna¶V URRm fRU a feZ ZeekV, bXW Vhe didn¶W.

µRameVh ji, VhaanW. We haYe been WhURXgh a lRW WRda\' Neelam Vaid.
µTell Whem WR leaYe m\ hRXVe. RighW nRZ' RameVh Vaid WR Neelam, eYen

WhRXgh Ze cRXld heaU him lRXd and cleaU.
SaXUabh and I lRRked aW each RWheU. WhaW had Ze dRne ZURng? SaXUabh

had VimSl\ UaiVed VRme baVic TXeVWiRnV.
µYRX haYe fifWeen minXWeV. GeW RXW' RameVh Vaid.
I nRdded. SaXUabh and I Zalked WRZaUdV Whe VWaiUV.
µWaiW' Anjali¶V YRice came fURm behind XV.
We WXUned aURXnd. Anjali Zalked XS WR RameVh.

µThe\ aUe Rnl\ WU\ing WR helS XV. Wh\ aUe \RX aUe WhURZing Whem RXW,
Uncle?¶ Anjali Vaid.

RameVh WXUned WR face Anjali.
µI Zill Well \RX Zh\. The\ haYe fUied m\ bUain. We lRVW PUeUna. IW ZaV

bad enRXgh. EYeU\Rne belieYed iW ZaV an accidenW. BXW nR, WheVe idiRWV had
WR dR WheiU deWecWiYe bXVineVV, VR Whe\ cRme XS ZiWh WheVe UandRm WheRUieV
and VXVSecWV.¶

µNRW jXVW WheRUieV, Uncle. The\ did find eYidence in Adi¶V URRm' Anjali
Vaid.

µAnd I belieYed Whem' RameVh VhRXWed. HiV YRice VRfWened aV he added,
µ... like a fRRl.¶

HiV bRd\ began WR TXiYeU. Finall\, he cRXldn¶W hRld back. FRU Whe fiUVW
Wime WhaW da\, he began WR cU\. He VSRke beWZeen VRbV.

µI laVhed RXW aW m\ RZn bURWheU. Didn¶W UealiVe hRZ Zeak he ZaV. I dRn¶W
knRZ if he RYeUdRVed b\ miVWake. OU becaXVe I hiW him. BXW he¶V gRne.
Yeah, he ZaV m\ gRRd-fRU-nRWhing bURWheU. BXW he ZaV m\ bURWheU. M\ Rnl\
bURWheU.¶
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RameVh began WR cU\ XncRnWURllabl\. Neelam Slaced an aUm aURXnd him.
He cRmSRVed himVelf VRRn. SaXUabh and I Uemained b\ Whe dining Wable.
µWhaW aUe Whe\ VWill dRing heUe? GeW RXW' RameVh VcUeamed, dRing an

inVWanW VZiWch fURm melRdUama WR angU\ mRde.
µUncle, VWRS,¶ Anjali Vaid, heU YRice fiUm.

µDR \RX \RXng SeRSle haYe nR UeVSecW fRU eldeUV? GeW RXW meanV RXW.
GeW RXW,¶ RameVh Vaid.

µNR, Uncle. YRX aUe kicking RXW Whe WZR SeRSle ZhR aUe WU\ing WR find
RXW Whe WUXWh. Wh\?¶ Anjali Vaid.

µI Zill WhURZ \RX RXW WRR,¶ RameVh Vaid WR Anjali. BRWh Rf Whem
e[changed angU\ glaUeV XnWil BindX came beWZeen Whem.

µRameVh bhai\a, Anjali, SleaVe ViW dRZn.'
µTell heU WR behaYe. I mean iW, RU I Zill WhURZ heU RXW WRR,¶ RameVh Vaid.

He VaW dRZn Rn Whe VRfa. Anjali cRnWinXed WR VWand.
µI knRZ, RameVh Xncle. IW ZRn¶W be Whe fiUVW Wime I¶m WhURZn RXW.¶

µShXW XS, Anjali' BindX Vaid.
I lRRked aW SaXUabh. He WilWed hiV head WRZaUdV Whe VWaiUV, Vignalling WhaW

Ze VhRXld e[iW.
µSaXUabh and KeVhaY, ZaiW. YRX need WR knRZ VRmeWhing abRXW RXU

famil\' Anjali Vaid.
µAnjali, VWRS' BindX Vaid.
Anjali ignRUed heU.
µPUeUna and I ZeUe ViVWeUV. TZin ViVWeUV' Anjali Vaid.

The enWiUe URRm fell VilenW. SaXUabh and I lRRked aW Anjali, SX]]led. Had
I heaUd heU UighW?

µYeah' Anjali Vaid. µWe aUe nRW cRXVinV. We aUe Ueal WZin ViVWeUV.¶
RameVh UaiVed hiV hand WR VlaS Anjali. Anjali VWaUed back aW him.
µYeah, VlaS me, Uncle, fRU VSeaking Whe WUXWh. SlaS me, becaXVe I Whink

SaXUabh and KeVhaY VhRXld knRZ RXU Zell-keSW famil\ VecUeW. PUeUna and I
aUe WZinV. And Vhe iV RXU mRWheU.¶

Anjali SRinWed a fingeU aW BindX.
µAnjali, VWRS' BindX Vaid again, fainWl\.

Oka\, I needed a minXWe WR SURceVV WhiV. BindX iV Anjali¶V and PUeUna¶V
mRWheU and nRW WheiU aXnW. SR WhaW made BindX¶V bURWheU, RameVh, nRW
PUeUna¶V faWheU, bXW heU Xncle, heU mama. WhaW iV WhiV famil\? A fXcking
bUain-WeaVeU? I lRRked aW SaXUabh, ZhR Veemed eTXall\ SeUSle[ed.
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While I figXUed RXW Whe Ueal UelaWiRnVhiSV in Whe MalhRWUa hRXVe, I had
anRWheU TXeVWiRn²Zh\? Wh\ did Whe\ keeS all WhiV a VecUeW?

RameVh WhUeZ bRWh hiV handV in Whe aiU.
¶Fine, VR eYeU\Rne knRZV nRZ. I VacUificed m\ ZhRle life fRU WhiV famil\

and keSW iW all WR m\Velf. TR SURWecW \RX. NRZ \RX dRn¶W caUe. Fine.¶
¶PleaVe ViW, RameVh ji,¶ Neelam Vaid.

µNR, Neelam ji, I am acWXall\ glad iW iV RXW. YRX VacUificed VR mXch fRU
WheVe SeRSle and keSW WhiV VecUeW WRR. RemembeU WhaW Wime?¶

Neelam cUied VRfWl\.
µI did ZhaW \RX WRld me, RameVh ji. I haYe alZa\V VXSSRUWed nRW jXVW

\RX, bXW \RXU enWiUe famil\. I acceSWed \RXU deciViRn. HeaYenV abRYe knRZ
I neYeU cRmSlained. OU eYen Vaid a ZRUd abRXW iW WR an\Rne.¶

¶BXW ZhR caUeV? NRbRd\ caUeV abRXW WhiV famil\ and iWV UeSXWaWiRn. We
aUe Whe YillainV,¶ RameVh Vaid.

¶NR, VeeUji, nR, SleaVe,¶ BindX Vaid. HandV fRlded and ZiWh WeaUV in heU
e\eV, Vhe Vaid, µYRX can neYeU be a Yillain. YRX aUe like a gRd WR me.¶

She fell aW RameVh¶V feeW. SaXUabh and I lRRked aW each RWheU,
beZildeUed. We ZeUe WZR URRkie deWecWiYeV. WhaW ZeUe Ze dRing in Whe
middle Rf WhiV famil\ VRaS? Had Ze enWeUed Whe ZURng Wele VeUial?

BindX WXUned WR XV.
¶SiW, bR\V,¶ BindX Vaid. ¶BefRUe \RX gR, leW me Well \RX ZhaW a gUeaW man

m\ VeeUji iV. He iV an angel.¶
SaXUabh and I RbedienWl\ VaW dRZn. We faced RameVh, ZhR lRRked

aZa\.
¶IW ZaV WZenW\-Vi[ \eaUV agR. I ZaV Vi[Ween Zhen I meW PaUam,¶ BindX

began.
µThe cXUVe Rn RXU famil\,¶ RameVh Vaid.

µVeeUji iV UighW. BXW, aW WhaW Wime, I lRYed him. He XVed WR Sla\ cUickeW
Zell, VR I lRYed him. I ZaV \RXng and fRRliVh, \RX Vee.¶

RameVh VhRRk hiV head. BindX lRZeUed heU YRice.
µAnd When he Uan aZa\. NeYeU WR be Veen in AmUiWVaU again.¶

Neelam held BindX¶V hand. BindX cRnWinXed.
µHe ZaV a cRZaUd. And VR ZaV 1.1 hid iW Will I cRXld. BXW iW became

imSRVVible afWeU a Zhile. I had hiV WZinV in me, afWeU all.¶
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CKDSWHU 36
BindX SSeakV
TZenW\-Vi[ \eaUV agR
µI am VRUU\ again, VeeUji,¶ I Vaid. I cRXnWed in m\ head. ThiV ZaV m\

WZenWieWh aSRlRg\. The fiUVW eighW WimeV I UeceiYed haUd VlaSV in UeVSRnVe.
AfWeU WhaW, VeeUji didn¶W caUe.

VeeUji Saced aURXnd Whe jXWe chaUSR\ in Whe YeUanda. The ZinWeU VXn hiW
RXU faceV, making XV VcUXnch RXU e\eV. Neelam bhabhi VaW Rn Whe chaUSR\
ZiWh me, clXWching m\ hand. GeeWX, m\ eldeU ViVWeU, leaned againVW Whe Zall.

µSeYen mRnWhV? YRX haYe caUUied hiV child fRU VeYen mRnWhV? And
nRbRd\ in WhiV hRXVe knRZV? Neelam?¶ VeeUji Vaid.

Neelam lRRked XS aW heU hXVband, Xnable WR anVZeU. She had nR clXe. I
had ZRUn Whick VZeaWeUV and ZUaSSed a VhaZl aURXnd m\Velf eYeU Vince I
began WR VhRZ.

µGeeWX?¶ RameVh Vaid.
µI cRXld neYeU imagine VXch a Whing, VeeUji. She iV Vi[Ween,¶ GeeWX Vaid.
GeeWX cRXld haYe knRZn. I had WUied WR Well heU. HRZeYeU, beWZeen a bad

US-India WeleShRne line and heU e[ciWemenW Rf cRming hRme fRU Whe fiUVW
Wime afWeU maUUiage, Vhe hadn¶W Waken me VeUiRXVl\. FRXU mRnWhV agR, Rn an
e[SenViYe and Wime-UaWiRned call ZiWh heU fURm SeaWWle, I WRld heU. I had
miVVed m\ SeUiRd a feZ WimeV. I WRld heU abRXW PaUam WRR, Whe lRYe Rf m\
life. She had laXghed iW Rff and Vaid iW ZaV SURbabl\ nRWhing. I hadn¶W WRld
heU abRXW being ZiWh PaUam in an emSW\ claVVURRm aW nighW and dRing
ceUWain WhingV. NeiWheU cRXld Vhe belieYe heU liWWle ViVWeU ZRXld dR an\Whing
like WhaW. I didn¶W menWiRn iW WR an\Rne elVe eiWheU. M\ mRWheU ZRXld haYe
killed me. In an\ caVe, Maaji had lefW WZR mRnWhV agR WR be ZiWh heU ageing
SaUenWV in HaUidZaU. The\ had WRld heU WheiU laVW ZiVh ZaV WR gR Rn a
SilgUimage all aURXnd India. I WhRXghW Rf Welling Neelam bhabhi. HRZeYeU,
Vhe ZRXld Well VeeUji, and he ZRXld kill PaUam. NaWXUall\, I aYRided iW aV
lRng aV I cRXld.

I didn'W mind being SUegnanW. I fRRliVhl\ VaZ iW aV deVWin\. JXVW like m\
ViVWeU Rne \eaU agR, I WRR felW I¶d fRXnd m\ VRXlmaWe. PaUam ZRXld maUU\
me. I ZRXld cRRk fRU him and UaiVe hiV child. PaUam WRld me, µI Zill UeVRlYe
eYeU\Whing VRRn, jXVW dRn¶W Well an\Rne.' I didn¶W, eYen Zhen I began WR VhRZ
aW fiYe mRnWhV. The VhaZlV keSW eYeU\Rne fRRled, eYen aV PaUam keSW me
fRRled. I hRSed PaUam¶V SaUenWV ZRXld cRme Rne da\ WR aVk fRU m\ hand.
InVWead, he Uan aZa\. I had nR Za\ WR cRnWacW him. HRZeYeU, fRRl WhaW I ZaV,
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I ZaiWed fRU him and keSW iW all cRncealed. UnWil Whe da\ Neelam bhabhi
nRWiced m\ VWRmach Zhen I WRRk an afWeUnRRn naS Rn Whe YeUanda chaUSR\. I
bURke dRZn and WRld heU eYeU\Whing. She Vaid Vhe had nR chRice bXW WR Well
VeeUji.

µI Zill kill him. WheUe iV PaUam?¶ VeeUji Vaid.
Oh, VeeUji, if Rnl\ I kneZ, I ZanWed WR Va\. VeeUji ciUcled Whe chaUSR\

fiYe WimeV befRUe he cRXld bUing himVelf WR VSeak again.
'Did \RX gR WR an\ dRcWRU?¶
I VhRRk m\ head.

'GRRd. DRn¶W gR WR jXVW an\ dRcWRU. NeZV Zill VSUead like ZildfiUe. LeW
me find VRmeRne Ze can WUXVW.¶

I nRdded.
µWill \RX gR ZiWh Neelam and GeeWX? And dR ZhaW I Well \RX?¶

'Of cRXUVe, VeeUji.¶
µGeeWX, dRn¶W Well an\Rne. NRW eYen JRgi,¶ VeeUji Vaid, UefeUUing WR

GeeWX¶V hXVband.
GeeWX nRdded WenVel\. JRgi had cRme dRZn fURm SeaWWle ZiWh GeeWX didi

fRU WZR mRnWhV. He had Waken a bUeak fURm dUiYing a Wa[i WheUe. RighW nRZ,
he ZaV ZiWh hiV RZn famil\ in MRga.

µVeeUji,¶ I Vaid.
µYeV?¶
µOnce again, I am VRUU\.¶

DU ReVhma AhlXZalia made me lie dRZn Rn a bed in a URRm aWWached WR
heU cabin. We had cRme WR Whe PUinceVV Rf WaleV Zenana HRVSiWal aW Dhab
KhaWikan in AmUiWVaU. She aSSlied a cRld gel Rn m\ VWRmach and Slaced a
meWal SURbe Rn iW. On a VcUeen in fURnW aSSeaUed a ha]\, black and ZhiWe
image.

GeeWX didi and Neelam bhabhi VaW Rn VWRRlV ne[W WR Whe bed.
The dRcWRU mRYed Whe SURbe aURXnd.

µFiUVW Wime \RX haYe cRme fRU XlWUaVRXnd?¶ Vhe Vaid, e\eV VWill Rn Whe
VcUeen.

I nRdded.
µYRX VhRXld haYe cRme eYeU\ mRnWh afWeU Whe fiUVW WeUm. Wh\ didn¶W

\RX?¶
I didn¶W anVZeU. I lRRked aW Neelam bhabhi inVWead.

µIV eYeU\Whing Rka\?¶ Neelam bhabhi Vaid. µHRZ faU iV Vhe?¶
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µYRX VhRXld knRZ WhaW,¶ Whe dRcWRU Vaid in Whe VcRlding-cRndeVcending
WRne WhaW dRcWRUV in India RfWen XVe. She cRnWinXed WR mRYe Whe SURbe and
VSeak WR XV.

µI can Vee a lRW Rf deYelRSmenW. See WhiV? The head Rf Whe bab\.¶
I VaZ a URXnd VhaSe and nRdded. She mRYed Whe SURbe again.

µAnd \RX Vee WhiV? AnRWheU head?¶ Whe dRcWRU Vaid.
Neelam bhabhi VWRRd XS WR haYe a beWWeU lRRk aW Whe VcUeen.
µShe iV haYing a WZR-headed bab\?¶ Neelam bhabhi Vaid.

The dRcWRU lRRked aW Neelam bhabhi.
µAUe \RX XnedXcaWed? She¶V haYing WZinV. And Whe\ aUe almRVW Uead\ WR

cRme RXW.¶
M\ heaUW Vank. I felW Whe URRm VSin aURXnd me.

µCRngUaWXlaWiRnV. ThiV iV dRXble gRRd neZV,¶ Whe dRcWRU Vaid, eYen aV I
cRnWemSlaWed VXicide.

'WhaW nRnVenVe aUe \RX Walking? AbRUWiRn?¶ DU AhlXZalia Vaid, lRRking
aW Neelam bhabhi like Vhe ZaV a cUiminal.

We ZeUe back in Whe dRcWRU¶V cabin afWeU Whe XlWUaVRXnd.
µDRcWRU, m\ hXVband RameVh MalhRWUa aUUanged WhiV YiViW. He haV

UeSaiUed \RXU famil\ caUV fRU \eaUV ...¶ Neelam bhabhi Vaid.
µSR? IW iV becaXVe Rf WhaW I¶Ye nRW WhURZn \RX RXW. YRX aUe Walking abRXW

abRUWiRn? AW VeYen-and-a-half mRnWhV, ZiWh WZinV? I ZaV gRing WR Well \RX
WR fi[ a daWe fRU Whe caeVaUean.¶

µWe neYeU Vaid abRUWiRn aV VXch, DRcWRU' GeeWX didi Vaid. µM\ bURWheU
felW Ze VhRXld aVk \RX WR jXVW handle Whe ViWXaWiRn?

µWhaW elVe dReV ³handle Whe ViWXaWiRn" mean? HRZ can \RX SeRSle dR
WhiV? TheUe aUe WZR liYing SeRSle in heU. EYen if I RSeUaWe WRda\ Whe\ Zill be
aliYe' ReVhma Vaid.

I bURke dRZn. The dRcWRU¶V haUVh ZRUdV, Whe diVaSSRinWmenW Rn VeeUji'V
face, Whe hXmiliaWiRn Rf Neelam bhabhi²iW all became WRR mXch fRU me. If I
cRXldn¶W abRUW, ma\be Whe dRcWRU cRXld giYe me VRmeWhing WR kill m\Velf
ZiWh. I e[Slained WR DU AhlXZalia m\ enWiUe ViWXaWiRn, and hRZ I cRXldn¶W
haYe WheVe childUen.

µYRX VhRXld haYe cRme eaUlieU. MXch eaUlieU. We cRXld haYe WeUminaWed
Whe SUegnanc\. NRZ, I am VRUU\. YRXU kidV aUe dXe' Vhe Vaid.

µWhaW dR Ze dR, DRcWRU?¶ Neelam bhabhi Vaid, bUinging heU SalmV
WRgeWheU.

µM\ bURWheU ZRn'W leW heU in Whe hRXVe' GeeWX didi Vaid.
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The dRcWRU VWRRd XS. She SRinWed WR Whe e[iW.
µYRX VhRXld haYe WhRXghW Rf all WhaW befRUe. NRZ leaYe. CRme WR me

Rnl\ if \RX ZanW me WR deliYeU Whe babieV. I XndeUVWand Whe\ aUe nRW ZiWhin a
maUUiage. The ma[imXm I can dR iV deliYeU Whem in VecUec\, VR SeRSle dRn¶W
find RXW. PleaVe, gR nRZ. I haYe RWheU SaWienWV?

µWhen iV Maaji cRming back?¶ VeeUji Vaid WR Neelam bhabhi aW Whe
Vmall dining Wable Rf RXU AmUiWVaU hRXVe.

'The\ aUe in TiUXSaWi nRZ and When Whe\ SURceed WR Tamil NadX befRUe
VRme RWheU SlaceV. TZR mRUe mRnWhV aW leaVW?

VeeUji nRdded.
GeeWX didi, VeeUji, Neelam bhabhi and I had VaW dRZn fRU dinneU. VeeUji

WRld m\ Wen-\eaU-Rld bURWheU Adi WR ZaWch TV in VeeUji'V URRm. One Zeek
afWeU Whe dRcWRU¶V YiViW, Ze had UXn RXW Rf RSWiRnV. VeeUji WRld me WR giYe Whe
neZbRUnV WR an RUShanage. I cRXldn¶W VleeS fRU WhUee nighWV afWeU WhaW.
SRmehRZ, Veeing WhaW XlWUaVRXnd and Whe WZR liWWle headV had changed me. I
UealiVed I ZaV abRXW WR be a mRWheU. A mRWheU ZhR ZaV gRing WR WhURZ heU
babieV aZa\ WR VRme UandRm RUShanage. M\ WZinV ZRXld be ZiWh dR]enV Rf
abandRned kidV, neYeU WR be cXddled RU lRYed.

µI¶ll UaiVe Whem' I Vaid WR VeeUji aW Whe dining Wable.
µAUe \RX VWXSid? AV illegiWimaWe childUen? And hRZ Zill \RX Sa\ fRU

Whem?'
µI Zill ZRUk da\ and nighW. PleaVe dRn¶W make me giYe Whem WR an

RUShanage, VeeUji. YRX haYe Veen hRZ hRUUible WheVe SlaceV aUe. I Zill die
Veeing Whem gR.¶

µThen die' he Vaid.
TeaUV URlled dRZn m\ cheekV. I XVed WR be VeeUji¶V faYRXUiWe, gURZing

XS. He ZRXld VaYe hiV SRckeW mRne\ WR bX\ me dRllV. NRZ he didn¶W caUe
abRXW m\ kidV, feelingV RU life.

I WXUned WR hiV Zife.
µPleaVe, Neelam bhabhi. PleaVe leW me keeS m\ childUen. I Zill becRme

a maid if I haYe WR.¶
µYeV. PleaVe cRnWinXe WR make Whe famil\ name Vhine. BecRme a maid

and UaiVe baVWaUdV. Wh\ can¶W \RX jXVW gR die VRmeZheUe?¶ VeeUji Vaid.
µRameVh ji, SleaVe' Neelam bhabhi Vaid. µShe iV a child.¶
µCleaUl\ nRW' VeeUji Vaid, Waking deeS bUeaWhV WR cRnWURl hiV angeU.
µBhai\a' GeeWX didi Vaid. µYRX haYe alZa\V Waken caUe Rf all Rf XV. ThiV

iV nRW \RX.¶

Downloaded from https://www.studycrux.com



µAnd ZhaW haYe I gRW in UeWXUn? I VSend m\ life cRYeUed in gUeaVe. And
lRRk, GeeWX, lRRk. YRX geW WR liYe WheUe in SeaWWle. I haYe WR deal ZiWh all
WhiV.¶

µShe made a miVWake' GeeWX didi Vaid. µShe iV Uead\ WR Wake
UeVSRnVibiliW\. LeW heU UaiVe heU childUen.¶

µHaYe \RX lRVW \RXU mind, GeeWX? ThiV iV nRW Whe US. ThiV iV AmUiWVaU.
WhaW Zill Ze Well SeRSle? WheUe did Whe kidV cRme fURm?¶

DinneU Uemained XneaWen Rn Whe Wable. Rajma chaZal ZaV VeeUji¶V
faYRXUiWe. TRda\, he hadn¶W WRXched iW. He cRnWinXed WR VSeak.

µOUShanage iV nRW a bad idea. WhaWeYeU iV Whe deV
Win\ Rf WheVe kidV, Whe\ haYe WR liYe ZiWh iW.¶
One Rf m\ babieV kicked inVide m\ VWRmach. I WhRXghW Rf m\ liWWle

neZbRUnV, alRne and VcaUed in VRme UaW-and-cRckURach-infeVWed RUShanage.
The idea Veemed ZRUVe Whan me VeWWing m\Velf Rn fiUe. I began WR cU\
lRXdl\. I VhRXldn¶W haYe, bXW I cRXldn¶W cRnWURl iW.

µSWRS cU\ing nRZ, gXdi\a' VeeUji Vaid. µYRX knRZ I can¶W Vee all WhiV.¶
M\ VeeUji iV haUd Rn Whe RXWVide, bXW I knRZ Rn Whe inVide he iV aV VRfW

aV a ball Rf bXWWeU. TheUe iV nR Rne in Whe ZRUld ZhR caUeV fRU hiV famil\ aV
mXch aV him, eYen WhRXgh all I eYeU dR iV diVaSSRinW him. GeeWX didi and
Neelam bhabhi WRRk WXUnV WR ZiSe m\ WeaUV. IW didn¶W ZRUk. InVWead, Whe\
began WR cU\ aV Zell. Adi Seeked RXWVide Whe bedURRm Rnce WR Vee ZhaW ZaV
haSSening. VeeUji gaYe him a VWeUn lRRk, making him VcXUU\ back inWR Whe
URRm.

VeeUji VSRke afWeU a SaXVe. HiV WRne ZaV VeUiRXV.
'TheUe iV Rne Za\, bXW iW iV nRW eaV\.¶
'WhaW?¶ I Vaid, clinging WR an\ Ua\ Rf hRSe.
'GeeWX, \RX lRYe \RXU ViVWeU?¶
'Of cRXUVe, VeeUji. BindX iV RXU gXdi\a.¶

'Neelam, Zill \RX dR VRmeWhing fRU m\ famil\?¶ VeeUji Vaid.
µWhen haYe I nRW? IW¶V m\ famil\ WRR.¶

'GRRd. If bRWh Rf \RX aUe Uead\ WR make a VacUifice and keeS a VecUeW,
WheUe iV a Za\.¶

'WhaW, VeeUji?¶ I Vaid, geWWing imSaWienW.
'GeeWX, \RX Wake Rne child. Call iW \RXUV and JRgi¶V child. Neelam, \RX

Wake Whe RWheU. And Ze call iW RXU child.¶
'WhaW?¶ GeeWX didi and Neelam bhabhi VSRke in XniVRn.
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'Think abRXW iW. TheUe¶V Ueall\ nR RWheU Za\. IW¶V eiWheU WhaW RU Whe
RUShanage, Zhich nRbRd\ VeemV WR ZanW. I can¶W haYe BindX UaiVe WZR
childUen Rn heU RZn. NeiWheU Zill Vhe be able WR affRUd iW, nRU Zill iW keeS
Whe famil\¶V hRnRXU.¶

VeeUji VWRRd XS and Zalked WR Whe cenWUe Rf Whe URRm, leaYing XV WhUee
ZRmen aW Whe dining Wable.

µI Zill haYe WR Walk WR JRgi,¶ GeeWX didi Vaid. µI mean, WhiV iV big. I lRYe
\RX, BindX, bXW WhiV iV VR big.¶

µI WRld \RX, iW¶V nRW eaV\. Neelam?¶ VeeUji Vaid.
µIW¶V nRW like I haYe a chRice. I alZa\V dR ZhaW \RX Va\, RameVh ji,¶

Neelam bhabhi Vaid, a Winge Rf diVaSSRinWmenW in heU YRice.
'WhaW abRXW Maaji? DR Ze Well heU?¶ GeeWX didi Vaid.

µOf cRXUVe nRW. She VhRXld neYeU find RXW. I can'W hXUW m\ mRWheU.
Neelam, encRXUage heU WR VWa\ ZiWh heU SaUenWV in HaUidZaU fRU VRme mRUe
Wime. Tell heU \RX ma\ be SUegnanW. When Vhe cRmeV back, Vhe Zill Vee Whe
bab\,¶ VeeUji Vaid.

µAnd me?¶ GeeWX didi Vaid.
'YRX and JRgi leaYe fRU Whe US an\Za\. JXVW gR afWeU Whe babieV aUe bRm,

Waking Rne ZiWh \RX. GR WheUe and infRUm Maaji \RX aUe SUegnanW. YRX
ZRn¶W cRme WR

India fRU anRWheU \eaU RU WZR an\Za\. When \RX cRme ne[W Wime,
eYeU\Rne Zill Vee iW aV \RXU child.¶

µJRgi haV WR agUee, VeeUji' GeeWX didi Vaid.
µI knRZ. Tell him iW ZaV m\ idea.¶
T Zill, VeeUji.¶

µRemind him WhaW I Said half Whe mRne\ fRU hiV Wa[i medalliRn. And
maUUied \RX Rff WR him deVSiWe him nRW haYing a jRb aW WhaW Wime?

GeeWX didi nRdded. VeeUji came back WR Whe dining Wable and VaW Rn Rne
Rf Whe chaiUV.

SWill in WeaUV, I ZenW XS WR him and hXgged him fURm behind.
He Sicked XS a SlaWe in UeVSRnVe.

T¶m hXngU\. WhaW¶V fRU dinneU? IV WhaW Uajma chaZal?¶
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RameVh VaW Rn Whe VRfa, fighWing back WeaUV. Neelam aXnW\ hXgged

BindX aV Whe laWWeU finiVhed Welling heU VWRU\. Anjali VWRRd againVW Whe Zall,
aUmV cURVVed. SaXUabh bURke Whe Vilence.

µSR ZaiW, PUeUna iV nRW \RXU daXghWeU, RameVh Xncle?¶
µGRd knRZV I¶Ye neYeU WUeaWed heU leVV Whan m\ RZn. BindX, VZeaU XSRn

Maaji, did I eYeU diVcUiminaWe beWZeen PUeUna and Aja\?¶
µNeYeU,¶ BindX Vaid, ZiSing heU e\eV.

µThaW¶V nRW Whe SRinW. Uncle, I ZaV maUU\ing PUeUna XnaZaUe Rf WhiV.
DRn¶W \RX Whink VRmeRne VhRXld haYe WRld me?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.

RameVh WhUeZ SaXUabh a bUief lRRk.
µThiV iV nRW VRmeWhing Ze VhaUed ZiWh an\Rne elVe aSaUW fURm Whe

famil\. HRZ did iW maWWeU?¶
SaXUabh lRRked XncRnYinced. He WilWed hiV head m\ Za\, aV if e[SecWing

me WR Va\ VRmeWhing. I ZaV VWill SURceVVing all I¶d heaUd.
µUnbelieYable,¶ SaXUabh Vaid. µSick.¶

µPUeUna ZaV gRing WR Well \RX. In facW, Vhe ZaV TXiWe e[ciWed abRXW
haYing a WZin,¶ Anjali Vaid.

µReall\?¶ SaXUabh Vaid, URlling hiV e\eV.
µShe Rnl\ fRXnd RXW a feZ da\V befRUe Vhe died,¶ Anjali Vaid.

µHRZ?¶ RameVh Vaid.
µI WRld heU,¶ Anjali Vaid.
µWh\? And hRZ did \RX find RXW?¶ RameVh Vaid.

He lRRked aW Neelam and BindX. Neelam VhRRk heU head. BindX made
an aSRlRgeWic face.

µBindX?¶ RameVh Vaid.
'She alUead\ kneZ. She cRnfURnWed me, VeeUji. I cRXldn¶W lie afWeU WhaW.

I¶m VRUU\.¶ BefRUe RameVh cRXld UeVSRnd, Anjali VSRke again.
µM\ mRWheU WRld me. SeYeUal \eaUV agR. I haYe knRZn fRU a Zhile, bXW

Vhe VZRUe me WR VecUec\.'
µGeeWX? Wh\?¶ RameVh Vaid.

µIW came RXW b\ miVWake. BXW Vhe neYeU cRncealed iW afWeU WhaW. She iV
AmeUican nRZ. Ma\be Vhe dReVn¶W

caUe abRXW SXWWing Rn a facade an\Za\. OU ma\be Vhe WhRXghW I ZaV
maWXUe enRXgh WR handle iW. And I did. ThiV iV Zh\ I came WR India. TR
cRnnecW ZiWh eYeU\Rne heUe. FUankl\, ZhaW iV Whe big deal abRXW hiding all
WhiV nRZ, an\Za\?¶

Downloaded from https://www.studycrux.com



RameVh lRRked aW BindX and Neelam.
µThiV can¶W gR WR Maaji, iV WhaW cleaU?¶ RameVh Vaid and WXUned WR Anjali.

T hRSe \RX didn¶W Well heU, Anjali?¶
µThaW¶V all \RX caUe abRXW, RameVh Xncle?¶

µYRX haYe nR manneUV. AnVZeU me, did \RX Well m\ Rld mRWheU?¶
RameVh Vaid, hiV face almRVW Ued ZiWh angeU.

µI didn¶W,¶ Anjali Vaid.
µGRRd. WhR elVe did \RX Well all WhiV WR befRUe WRda\?¶
µI Rnl\ VSRke abRXW iW WR m\ Ueal mRWheU, BindX, and m\ Ueal ViVWeU,

PUeUna. DR I haYe Whe UighW WR dR WhaW, RameVh Xncle?¶ Anjali Vaid, heU WRne
VaUcaVWic.

µBindX, Well WhiV giUl WR behaYe,¶ RameVh Vaid, and banged hiV fiVW Rn Whe
Wable. µI Zill nRW be VSRken WR like WhiV.¶

µVeeUji, SleaVe be calm. Anjali, SleaVe dRn¶W be like WhiV. ASRlRgiVe WR
\RXU Xncle,¶ BindX Vaid.

µFRU ZhaW? FRU daUing WR liYe a life WhaW¶V nRW a lie? OU fRU
acknRZledging m\ RZn mRWheU and ViVWeU?¶ Anjali Vaid, heU Whin bRd\
VWiffening.

µSWRS iW, Anjali,¶ Neelam Vaid.
µWhaW abRXW WheVe idiRWV? The\ knRZ nRZ. WhaW aUe Whe\ VWill dRing

heUe an\Za\?¶ RameVh Vaid.
µWe ZRn¶W Well an\Rne, Uncle,¶ I Vaid, cleaUing m\ WhURaW.
µOh, big faYRXU \RX aUe dRing me,¶ RameVh Vaid in a VaUcaVWic WRne.

µI didn¶W mean iW like WhaW, Uncle,¶ I Vaid.
He gRW XS fURm Whe VRfa.
µShall I call Whe cRlRn\ VecXUiW\?¶ RameVh Vaid.

µWhaW aUe \RX Va\ing, Uncle?¶ SaXUabh Vaid. µIW¶V me, SaXUabh.¶
µWhR aUe \RX? WhaW iV RXU UelaWiRnVhiS?¶

µUncle, I am WU\ing WR helS. YRX haYe had VXch WUagedieV...¶ SaXUabh
Vaid.

µSR helS me. DR me a faYRXU.¶
µSXUe Uncle, ZhaW?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µGeW Whe hell RXW Rf m\ hRXVe. NRZ.¶
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µYRX ZeUe UighW, bhai, I gRW caUUied aZa\. PUeUna, heU famil\, eYeU\Whing

ZaV WRR gRRd WR be WUXe. NRWhing iV SeUfecW in WhiV ZRUld?
Kicked RXW Rf Whe MalhRWUa UeVidence, Ze had cRme back WR RXU flaW in

MalYi\a NagaU. We had a feZ mRUe ZeekV lefW Rn Whe leaVe. We VWill had nRW
fRXnd neZ aSaUWmenWV fRU RXUVelYeV.

'IW¶V nRW PUeUna¶V faXlW, GRlX,¶ I Vaid.
µSWill, Vhe VhRXld haYe WRld me Whe mRmenW Vhe fRXnd RXW,¶ SaXUabh

Vaid. He fiVhed RXW hiV ShRne fURm hiV WURXVeU SRckeW and began WaSSing Whe
VcUeen.

µWhaW aUe \RX dRing?¶ I Vaid.
µOUdeUing SaY bhaji Rn UbeUEaWV. ThiV iV all WRR VWUeVVfXl fRU me?

SaXUabh Vaid.
NR beWWeU VWUeVV bXVWeU Whan a WhRXVand calRUieV, I gXeVV.

µYRX Vaid Vhe had VRmeWhing WR Well \RX?¶ I Vaid.
SaXUabh finiVhed Whe Rnline Sa\menW Rf hiV RUdeU and lRRked XS.

µWhaW?¶
µHeU chaWV Rn Whe laVW da\. She had VRmeWhing WR VhaUe ZiWh \RX,' I Vaid.
SaXUabh VcURlled WhURXgh hiV laVW feZ chaWV ZiWh PUeUna.
µYeV. She Vaid, ³I alVR haYe VRmeWhing VSecial WR VhaUe ZiWh \RX". BXW

hRZ dR I knRZ iW ZaV abRXW heU and Anjali being WZinV?¶
µThaW¶V all Vhe Vaid?¶

µYeah. I aVked heU again. She Vaid iW ZaV VRmeWhing XnbelieYable bXW
VSecial Vhe jXVW fRXnd RXW.¶

'DefiniWel\ VRXndV like Whe Vame neZV.¶
SaXUabh leW RXW a hXge Vigh. He checked hiV ShRne.
µEleYen minXWeV?
µWhaW?¶
µFRU Whe fRRd WR geW heUe?

µDRn¶W change Whe WRSic, GRlX. I dRn¶W ZanW \RX WR blame PUeUna. She
ZaV gRing WR Well \RX?

µBXW Vhe kneZ befRUe. Wh\ hide iW? The famil\ hid iW fURm me. PUeUna
hid iW fURm me. And I ZaV WR maUU\ heU.¶

µMa\be Vhe ZanWed WR Well \RX in SeUVRn. She ZRXld haYe WRld \RX
befRUe Whe maUUiage.1

SaXUabh WRVVed hiV ShRne Rn Whe cRffee Wable.
µLeaYe iW. DReVn¶W maWWeU. I ZaV Whe fRRl.'
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µNR, \RX ZeUen¶W. And Ze VWill haYe WR VRlYe heU caVe, and nRZ eYen
Adi¶V caVe.'

µFXck Whe caVe. Adi ZaVn¶W PUeUna¶V chachX, he ZaV heU mamX. HRZeYeU
fXcked XS WhaW iV.¶

µTUXe,¶ I Vaid.
µDURS Whe caVe. I dRn¶W ZanW an\Whing WR dR ZiWh WhaW famil\. LiaUV,

cRncealeUV, UXde SeRSle. See hRZ he kicked XV RXW?¶
µThaW¶V Rnl\ RameVh Xncle.¶

µWh\ aUe \RX defending Whe famil\ VXddenl\? YRX alZa\V WRld me I ZaV
gRing ³gaga" RYeU Whem. NRZ \RX aUe defending Whem.¶

µI¶m jXVW cXUiRXV abRXW Whe caVe. We can¶W jXVW dURS iW. In facW, WhingV
haYe becRme mRUe cRmSle[ and inWeUeVWing.¶

µIV WhaW all WhiV iV WR \RX? An inWeUeVWing SX]]le?¶ SaXUabh ZaV lRXdeU
Whan XVXal. µYRX UealiVe WheUe aUe Ueal SeRSle ZiWh Ueal emRWiRnV heUe?¶

I did UealiVe iW. I alVR UealiVed I had a Ueall\ hXngU\ SeUVRn in fURnW Rf
me. UnWil Whe fRRd aUUiYed, hiV lRUdVhiS¶V mRRd ZRXldn¶W imSURYe.

I keSW VilenW Will Whe deliYeU\ bR\ fRXnd hiV Za\ WR RXU hRXVe. The bell
Uang. The aURma Rf melWed bXWWeU filled RXU Win\ flaW. SaXUabh bURXghW Whe
fRRd WR Whe dining Wable. WiWhRXW bRWheUing ZiWh cXWleU\ RU SlaWeV, he aWe
VWUaighW fURm Whe SackeW. AV Whe caUbV and faWV hiW hiV blRRdVWUeam, I VSRke
again.

µSaXUabh, I knRZ \RX aUe hXUW.¶
µUh-hXh,¶ SaXUabh Vaid, mRXWh filled ZiWh fRRd.

µBXW iW iV eYen mRUe imSRUWanW WhaW Ze find RXW Whe WUXWh nRZ. TheUe aUe
WZR deaWhV.¶

µUh-hXh,¶ SaXUabh Vaid again.
WaV WhaW a \eV? WaV WhaW eYen a UeVSRnVe? OU ZaV he jXVW enjR\ing Whe

fRRd? I Vlid Whe SaY bhaji aZa\ fURm him WR geW hiV aWWenWiRn.
µWhaW aUe \RX dRing?¶
µWe VhRXld keeS SXUVXing WhiV caVe, UighW?¶

µI dRn¶W Whink VR. We haYe VR man\ RWheU WhingV WR dR. We haYe WR find
an aSaUWmenW each. We haYe WR mRYe RXW. C\beUSafe ZRUk iV VXffeUing.¶

µI knRZ all WhaW.¶
µPlXV, Whe UeaVRn I ZaV dRing all WhiV ZaV fRU PUeUna and heU famil\.

NRZ WhaW I knRZ I ZaV being hRRdZinked ...¶
µYRX dRn¶W knRZ WhaW. LeW'V find RXW eYeU\Whing fiUVW' I Vaid.
µI dRn¶W caUe.¶
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µOka\, aUen¶W \RX cXUiRXV? If Anjali and PUeUna ZeUe WZinV, Whe\ VhRXld
UeVemble each RWheU a lRW, iVn¶W iW? HRZ did Ze miVV WhaW? BecaXVe PUeUna
ZaV VR fa²?¶

SaXUabh VWaUed aW me. Calling PUeUna faW ZaV an eWeUnal nR-nR.
µSRUU\, I didn'W mean iW like WhaW. I meanW becaXVe Vhe ZaV...¶ I VeaUched

fRU Whe UighW ZRUd, µBiggeU?¶
Anjali ZaV SURbabl\ fRUW\-fiYe kilRV WRSV. PUeUna ZaV aURXnd VeYenW\. A

WZenW\-fiYe kilR diffeUence can change facial feaWXUeV.
µGiYe me back m\ fRRd. NRZ.¶
I ignRUed him.

µTRWall\ diffeUenW haiUVW\leV. TaWWRRV and a nRVe Uing Rn Anjali. Ma\be
WhaW¶V Zh\ Whe\ didn¶W lRRk VR VimilaU.¶

µPaY bhaji iV nR gRRd Zhen cRld. I Vaid, giYe me m\ fRRd.¶
I Vlid Whe fRRd back WR him.
I VaW in Vilence. He VSRke afWeU he finiVhed hiV meal.

µAn\Za\,¶ SaXUabh Vaid, ZiSing hiV mRXWh ZiWh a WiVVXe. µWe neiWheU
haYe acceVV WR Whe hRXVe, nRU cRRSeUaWiRn fURm Whe famil\. We aUe VcUeZed.
WhaW Zill Ze dR nRZ, an\Za\?¶

SaXUabh VWRRd XS. He WRRk Whe Sackaging and dXmSed iW in Whe kiWchen
dXVWbin. I fRllRZed him WR Whe kiWchen.

µTheUe Zill be Adi¶V SRVW-mRUWem UeSRUW,¶ I Vaid.
µIW Zill geW \RX nRZheUe. He RYeUdRVed. Big fXcking deal. The SRlice

dRn¶W caUe. RameVh Zill Vilence Whem ZiWh VRme caVh and Whe\ Zill clRVe Whe
caVe. PUeUna, accidenWal fall. Adi, accidenWal RYeUdRVe.¶

SaXUabh WXUned Rn Whe WaS WR ZaVh hiV handV.
µYRX belieYe WhaW?¶ I Vaid.

µNR, bXW m\ beliefV aUe iUUeleYanW. I haYe UealiVed Whe ZRUld iV all lieV
an\Za\. SSRXVeV, in-laZV, beVW fUiendV. YRX can¶W WUXVW an\Rne.¶

µOXch, WhaW hXUW, SaXUabh,¶ I Vaid, hand Rn cheVW.
µGRRd,¶ SaXUabh Vaid, ZiSing hiV handV. µWaV meanW WR. NRZ leW¶V VWaUW

lRRking fRU RXU indiYidXal aSaUWmenWV VRRn.¶
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µFRU Whe UecRUd, I didn¶W ZanW WR cRme heUe' SaXUabh Vaid, afWeU RUdeUing

RYeU half Whe menX aW BikaneUYala in SakeW.
TZR da\V afWeU Ze ZeUe kicked RXW fURm WheiU hRXVe, BindX had called

me. She ZanWed WR meeW. SaXUabh had flaW-RXW UefXVed. He did nRW ZanW WR
engage ZiWh an\Rne UelaWed WR PUeUna an\mRUe. I dUagged him WR Whe
meeWing an\Za\, b\ enVXUing a YenXe WhaW had enRXgh cXlinaU\ aSSeal fRU
him.

µI knRZ. Thank \RX fRU cRming' BindX Vaid. µI Ueall\ ZanWed WR meeW
\RX bRWh. Anjali did WRR.¶

Anjali ZRUe heU XVXal UiSSed jeanV, a Slain black WRS and a leaWheU
jackeW. I lRRked aW heU face; Vhe did haYe Whe Vame e\eV and cRmSle[iRn aV
PUeUna. She alVR had Whe Vame SXckeUed nRVe and Vmall eaUV. If \RX lRRked
fRU iW, PUeUna and Anjali had a lRW in cRmmRn.

BikaneUYala VeUYeV TXick. WiWhin minXWeV, RXU Wable ZaV filled ZiWh
SlaWeV Rf chRle bhaWXUe, dhRkla and SaneeU SakRUaV.

'DReV RameVh Xncle knRZ \RX aUe heUe?¶ SaXUabh Vaid aV he SXW a
dhRkla Rn hiV SlaWe.

µOf cRXUVe nRW' Anjali Vaid.
SaXUabh URlled hiV e\eV.

µSaXUabh beWa' BindX Vaid. µWe need \RXU helS. I need WR knRZ ZhaW
haSSened WR m\ daXghWeU and An-jali¶V ViVWeU?

µYRX keSW \RXU beWa in Whe daUk. SSaUe me Whe endeaUmenWV' SaXUabh
Vaid.

µI am indebWed WR VeeUji. I cannRW gR againVW hiV ZiVheV. BXW m\ lRYe
and affecWiRn fRU \RX iV Ueal?

SaXUabh cRnWinXed WR decRUaWe hiV SlaWe ZiWh an aUUa\ Rf chXWne\V,
aYRiding e\e cRnWacW.

µAnd WhiV VecUeW iV nRW VRmeWhing Ze eYeU diVcXVV, eYen in Whe famil\'
BindX Vaid. µTheVe WZR giUlV ZeUe UaiVed aV RameVh¶V and GeeWX¶V
daXghWeUV. IW¶V jXVW hRZ iW¶V alZa\V been?

µLeaYe iW, BindX aXnW\' SaXUabh Vaid. µFacW iV, I ZaV nRW WRld?
TUema Slanned WR Well \RX, SaXUabh' Anjali Vaid TXieWl\.

µWhen?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µSRRn' Anjali Vaid. µBefRUe Whe maUUiage fRU VXUe.¶

µAnjali' SaXUabh Vaid, µ\RX WRld PUeUna abRXW heU being \RXU ViVWeU.
When did \RX dR WhaW?¶
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'A feZ ZeekV befRUe Vhe died. She ZaV RSening XS abRXW heU feelingV
fRU \RX, hRZ mXch Vhe lRYed \RX. We felW clRVe, and I WRld heU.¶

µAnd?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µShe ZaV RYeUZhelmed. WanWed WR Well \RX fiUVW Whing. BXW When Vaid Vhe

ZRXld VaYe iW fRU a VSecial mRmenW.¶
I glanced aW SaXUabh.

µI WRld \RX, Vhe ZRXld haYe WRld \RX Rn KaUYa ChaXWh' I Vaid.
SaXUabh Sla\ed ZiWh hiV fRRd.
µShe lRYed \RX. A lRW' BindX Vaid in a VRfW YRice.
SaXUabh¶V e\eV Zelled XS. He VWRRd XS WR leaYe.

µDRn¶W gR, beWa' BindX Vaid. I SXlled SaXUabh b\ hiV hand, making him
ViW dRZn again. BindX RSened heU handbag and WRRk RXW a heaY\ ke\chain
ZiWh aURXnd a dR]en ke\V. She keSW Whe bXnch Rn Whe Wable and Vlid iW
WRZaUdV XV.

µWhaW¶V WhaW?¶ I Vaid.
µHRXVe ke\V.¶
µSR man\?¶ I Vaid.
µI cRSied VeeUji¶V enWiUe VeW. WhaWeYeU he keeSV in hiV bUiefcaVe' BindX

Vaid.
µWhaW dR Ze dR ZiWh WhiV?¶ I Vaid.
'HelS XV find anVZeUV' BindX Vaid.

µRameVh Xncle dReVn¶W ZanW anVZeUV' SaXUabh Vaid.
µYRX knRZ VeeUji. Famil\ name iV eYeU\Whing WR him' BindX Vaid. 'ThaW

iV Zh\ he jXVW ZanWV Whe caVe clRVed.¶
SaXUabh Vlid Whe ke\V back WR BindX.

µYRX and Anjali haYe been gRRd WR XV. HRZeYeU, I am dRne ZiWh \RXU
famil\' he Vaid.

I lRRked aW Anjali¶V diVaSSRinWed face.
µSaXUabh, aW leaVW liVWen WR Whem' I Vaid.

µI¶m dRne ZiWh eYeU\Rne acWXall\, inclXding \RX' SaXUabh Vaid. He keSW
hiV e\eV Rn Whe dhRkla.

I WRXched Whe ke\V. The anVZeU WR ZhaW haSSened WR PUeUna SURbabl\ la\
in Whem. YRX dRn¶W jXVW leW a mXUdeU gR XnVRlYed like WhaW, I ZanWed WR Well
SaXUabh. I alVR cRXldn¶W beaU WR Vee Anjali¶V diVaSSRinWmenW.

µPleaVe' BindX Vaid and held SaXUabh¶V hand, 'fRU m\ Vake?
SaXUabh UemRYed hiV hand fURm heUV and cRnWinXed WR UeaUUange Whe

fRRd Rn hiV SlaWe.
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µPUeUna did Well me SaXUabh ZaV Whe beVW Whing WhaW haSSened WR heU'
Anjali Vaid.

SaXUabh keSW Whe dhRkla dRZn Rn hiV SlaWe. Anjali cRnWinXed.
µShe did lRYe \RX a lRW. MRUe Whan EaWR, an\ SUeYiRXV UelaWiRnVhiSV and

eYen heU famil\. She YalXed \RX abRYe eYeU\Whing and eYeU\Rne?
SaXUabh lRRked inWenVel\ aW heU.
µShe WRld \RX WhaW?¶
µYeV' Anjali Vaid, µVeYeUal WimeV. In facW, Vhe Vaid, \RX ZaiW and Vee,

SaXUabh Zill be VR e[ciWed WR knRZ I haYe a WZin ViVWeU. He ZRn¶W caUe abRXW
an\Whing elVe. He lRYeV me and jXVW ZanWV WR be ZiWh me?

µIW¶V WUXe' SaXUabh Vaid in a VRfW YRice.
µSR hRZ dReV iW maWWeU ZhaW VeeUji Va\V? YRX ZanWed WR find RXW Whe

WUXWh fRU PUeUna. EYen if VeeUji haV kicked \RX RXW, Zill \RX abandRn ZhaW
\RX VWaUWed fRU heU?¶ BindX Vaid.

µShe didn¶W Well me immediaWel\' SaXUabh Vaid.
µIW ZaV I ZhR WRld heU WR VhaUe WhiV ZiWh \RX Rn KaUYa ChaXWh. I felW iW

ZRXld be a VSecial mRmenW' BindX Vaid.
µWhaW?¶ I Vaid.

µShe came WR me Whe da\ Vhe fRXnd RXW I¶m heU mRWheU. We hXgged and
cUied. We VSRke fRU hRXUV. Since WhaW da\, Vhe VWaUWed VhaUing mRUe WhingV
ZiWh me. She Walked a lRW abRXW \RX, SaXUabh. She ZanWed WR faVW Rn KaUYa
ChaXWh. I WRld heU WR Well \RX eYeU\Whing WhaW da\' Vaid BindX, ZiWh WeaUV in
heU e\eV.

SaXUabh Slaced a hand Rn Whe bXnch Rf ke\V and keSW iW WheUe. AfWeU a
feZ VecRndV, he dUagged Whe ke\V WRZaUdV himVelf.

µBeWa, dReV WhiV mean \RX aUe gRing WR helS XV?¶ BindX Vaid.
SaXUabh gaYe a bUief nRd.

µThank \RX' BindX Vaid in an e[ciWed YRice. µAn\Whing I can dR fRU \RX?
An\Whing?¶

µEaW Whe fRRd I haYe RUdeUed. If SakRUaV gR cRld, Whe\ WaVWe like UXbbeU?
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I jiggled Whe heaY\ VeW Rf ke\V in m\ hand.
µTZelYe ke\V'
µNR idea Zh\ VR man\' SaXUabh Vaid and WXUned WR Whe dUiYeU. µBhai\a,

ignRUe GRRgle MaSV heUe and Wake a UighW. I knRZ a beWWeU Za\/
We ZeUe Rn RXU Za\ WR meeW a bURkeU ZhR ZRXld VhRZ XV UenWal

aSaUWmenWV in GXUgaRn. I held XS Whe biggeVW ke\, Zhich ZaV dRXble Whe Vi]e
Rf Whe UeVW.

µThiV lRRkV like Whe main gaWe ke\' I Vaid.
SaXUabh WRRk a clRVeU lRRk.

µNR. The main gaWe haV a VWandaUd lRck. ThiV ke\ lRRkV like WhaW Rf a
VhXWWeU Rf a VhRS' SaXUabh Vaid. µMa\be RameVh Xncle¶V VhRZURRm?¶

µPURbabl\' I Vaid aV I handed Whe ke\V back WR SaXUabh. µWhaW ne[W?¶
SaXUabh URlled dRZn hiV ZindRZ and ZaYed aW a man ZeaUing

VXnglaVVeV aW VeYen in Whe eYening.
'We haYe Ueached. LeW¶V lRRk aW VRme aSaUWmenWV fiUVW and Walk laWeU'

SaXUabh Vaid.
We had cRme WR HamilWRn HeighWV, a gaWed aSaUWmenW cRmSle[ in

GXUgaRn PhaVe III. We enWeUed a laUge gaUden. KidV Sla\ed and maidV
chaWWed Rn WheiU ShRneV. If I ZanWed WR VWaUW a famil\ I ZRXld mRYe heUe.

µBeVW bXilding in GXUgaRn' Whe bURkeU Vaid, VXnglaVVeV VWill Rn.
He VhRZed XV WZR Rne-bedURRm aSaUWmenWV, Rne in TRZeU 2 and Whe

RWheU in TRZeU 9. The bXildingV ZeUe a VhRUW Zalk aSaUW. I SUeVXmed WhiV
ZRXld be enRXgh µVSace¶ fRU SaXUabh, Zhich he claimed he needed. WhaW¶V
ZiWh SeRSle ZhR keeS Va\ing µI need VSace¶ all Whe Wime? WhaW am I
VXSSRVed WR dR? HelS him jRin ISRO?

µSeSaUaWe WRZeUV, bXW Whe Vame VRcieW\. WRn¶W ZRUk' SaXUabh Vaid WR Whe
bURkeU.

µSiU, dRn¶W \RX ZanW WR be neaU each RWheU?¶ Whe bURkeU Vaid, WU\ing WR
hRld WhUee mRbile ShRneV in Rne hand.

µWe ZanW WR be faU aZa\ fURm each RWheU' SaXUabh Vaid.
He ZanWed WR be faU aZa\; I didn¶W.
µOh' Whe bURkeU Vaid. µWh\, ViU?¶
µIV WhaW an\ Rf \RXU bXVineVV?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.

µNR, ViU. M\ bXVineVV iV WR geW \RX a gRRd flaW. I Zill line XS RWheU
aSaUWmenWV' he Vaid.
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'Ma\be iW iV VimSle. Adi killed PUeUna. He felW he ZRXld geW caXghW.
InVWead Rf jail, he SUefeUUed VXicide' SaXUabh Vaid.

IW ZaV midnighW and Ze ZeUe back in RXU MalYi\a NagaU hRXVe.
When I didn¶W UeVSRnd, he Vaid, µPRVVible, iVn¶W iW? An\ RWheU WheRUieV?¶

I clicked m\ WRngXe WR indicaWe µnR¶.
µMaggi?¶
µWhaW?¶

µIW¶V midnighW. I Zill make Maggi. IW Zill helS XV Whink.¶
µSiW, GRlX. NR mRUe diVWUacWiRnV and, fUankl\, nR mRUe eaWing. YRX aUe

Rn a dieW, aUen¶W \RX?¶
µI ZaV, eaUlieU. TR lRRk gRRd in Whe Zedding SicWXUeV. NRZ, nR Zedding,

VR...¶
µIW¶V gRRd WR be fiW RWheUZiVe WRR. NRZ cRncenWUaWe Rn Whe caVe.¶
µAdi keSW Va\ing WR RameVh Xncle WhaW he didn¶W dR iW' SaXUabh Vaid.
µCRme Rn. He ZaVn¶W gRing WR admiW iW. AUe \RX fRUgeWWing Whe Uing and

glRYeV?¶
µYeah, ZRZ. ThiV iV cRmSle[. I dR need WR eaW VRmeWhing' SaXUabh Vaid

and VWRRd XS. He Zalked inWR Whe kiWchen.
µGRlX, dRn¶W VWaUW cRRking nRZ' I Vaid.

µI¶m nRW. I¶m jXVW lRRking fRU VRmeWhing Uead\ WR eaW' he VhRXWed fURm
Whe kiWchen.

He came back ZiWh a bR[ Rf KellRgg¶V FURVWieV cRUnflakeV.
µFRXnd VRmeWhing healWh\, Vee?¶ SaXUabh Vaid. He

held XS Whe SackeW Rf ceUeal WhaW cRnWained WhiUW\-fiYe
UamV Rf VXgaU SeU hXndUed gUamV.
I VhRRk m\ head in diVaSSURYal.
µC¶mRn, iW¶V healWh\²¶ SaXUabh began, bXW I inWeUUXSWed him.
µOh GRd, Whe ceUeal bR[' I Vaid, SRinWing aW Whe SackeW.
µYeah, ZhaW abRXW iW? Oka\, iW haV a liWWle VXgaU, VR²¶ SaXUabh Vaid

befRUe I inWeUUXSWed him again.
µSaXUabh, Ze VaZ ceUeal in Adi'V hRXVe. RemembeU?¶
µHXh?¶ SaXUabh Vaid, e[amining Whe SackeW in hiV hand and ZRndeUing

Zh\ I had changed Whe WRSic.
µThe SSecial K SackeW, UemembeU?¶

µYeV,¶ SaXUabh Vaid, µRn hiV dining Wable. When Ze ZenW WR VeaUch hiV
hRXVe.¶
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µNR, eYen Rn Whe da\ Ze ZenW ZiWh Whe SRlice and fRXnd hiV bRd\. The
ceUeal and bRZl ZeUe WheUe Rn Whe Wable.¶

SaXUabh biW hiV liS aV he WUied WR UecRllecW ZhaW he¶d Veen.
µFXck, \eV, iW ZaV WheUe. WiWh Whe milk and Whe bRZl, \eV. The da\ he

died.¶
µSR he Slanned WR haYe iW, UighW?¶
µYeah. And When gR jRgging. Like WhaW eaUlieU da\.¶

SaXUabh WRRk a fiVWfXl Rf cUXnch\ cRUnflakeV and SRSSed iW in hiV mRXWh.
µWhR ZakeV XS, bUingV RXW hiV ceUeal and milk, When dReVn¶W eaW iW, gReV

back WR bed and RYeUdRVeV Rn dUXgV WR cRmmiW VXicide?¶ I Vaid.
µFXck. IW¶V nRW VXicide. OU an accidenWal RYeUdRVe.¶
I claSSed m\ handV.

µIW¶V mXUdeU. And Ze haYe WR VRlYe nRW Rne, bXW WZR Rf Whem nRZ,¶ I
Vaid.

µOh, WheUe \RX aUe. India¶V fineVW deWecWiYeV,¶ Singh Vaid in hiV XVXal
VaUcaVm-laced YRice.

SaXUabh and I VWRRd XS WR gUeeW him.
µFanc\ Slace \RX chRVe WR meeW,¶ Singh Vaid.

We had cRme WR Whe gaUden cafe Rf Whe ManRU HRWel in FUiendV CRlRn\,
a fiYe-minXWe dUiYe fURm Whe NeZ FUiendV CRlRn\ PRlice SWaWiRn. The fiYe-
VWaU SURSeUW\ felW mRUe like an eleganW Rld-mRne\ hRme UaWheU Whan a hRWel.
The fRXUWeen-URRm hRWel alVR XVed WR haYe Whe famRXV UeVWaXUanW, Indian
AccenW, ZheUe SRVh Delhi-iWeV ZRXld VSend a Zeek¶V ValaU\ WR dUink Saani
SXUi ZaWeU in WeVW WXbeV.

µWe felW iW¶V clRVe fRU \RX,¶ SaXUabh Vaid, afWeU RUdeUing maVala Wea.
'YRX cRXld haYe jXVW cRme WR Whe VWaWiRn. IW¶V \RXU hRme,¶ Singh Vaid and

laXghed.
µWe can¶W. RameVh Xncle WRld XV WR VWa\ aZa\ fURm Whe caVe' SaXUabh

Vaid, µand hiV famil\?
µReall\?¶ Singh VmiUked. µWh\ iV WhaW?¶
SaXUabh Vighed.
µFelW Ze aUe inWeUfeUing WRR mXch' I Vaid.
µMa\be \RX aUe' Singh Vaid.
µWe jXVW ZanW WR helS find Whe WUXWh' SaXUabh Vaid.

µThe\ lRVW WZR famil\ membeUV. Be VenViWiYe WR WhaW' Singh Vaid.
The ZaiWeU aUUiYed ZiWh a WUa\ hRlding fanc\ WeacXSV and a keWWle. He

SUeSaUed Wea fRU all Rf XV.
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µTZR VXgaUV' Singh Vaid. µTea iV hRW, UighW?¶
The Wea ZaV Vcalding WemSeUaWXUe, iWV heaW ZelcRme in Whe ZinWeU

eYening.
µNR SRinW nRZ. I Zill be clRVing Whe caVe?
µReall\?¶ I Vaid, VXUSUiVed.

µYeV, Whe famil\ YiViWed me WhUee da\V agR. RameVh, hiV Zife, ViVWeU and
WhaW giUl ZiWh Whe AmeUican accenW, Anjali?

µOh' I Vaid. BindX and Anjali had meW XV WZR da\V agR. Which meanW
Whe\ had gRne WR Whe SRlice VWaWiRn befRUe meeWing XV.

µWhaW did Whe\ Va\?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
The inVSecWRU WRRk a ViS Rf hiV Wea and VSRke again.

µThe\ Vaid Whe inYeVWigaWiRn haV bURXghW a lRW Rf diVWUeVV WR WheiU famil\.
EYeU\Rne became a VXVSecW. Adi, being a delicaWe kind Rf SeUVRn, RYeUdRVed
fURm VWUeVV?

µWhaW abRXW Whe Uing I fRXnd in Adi'V URRm? He didn¶W becRme a VXVSecW
ZiWhRXW UeaVRn' I Vaid, m\ SiWch UiVing.

µShh, calm dRZn, KeVhaY. YRX gX\V geW WRR e[ciWed. Ma\be iW iV VimSle.
PUeUna had an accidenWal fall. Adi RYeUdRVed. TheVe WhingV haSSen?

µThe\ dR. HRZeYeU, in WhiV caVe, Whe\ ZeUe bRWh mXUdeUed' SaXUabh
Vaid.

µHRZ? HRZ cRXld Whe\ haYe been killed in a hRXVe fXll Rf SeRSle,
amidVW WheiU RZn famil\?¶

µUnleVV VRmeRne fURm Whe famil\ killed Whem' I Vaid.
The inVSecWRU VhRRk hiV head and Vmiled.

µI like \RXU neYeU-giYe-XS VSiUiW. I had iW in m\ \RXngeU da\V' Singh Vaid.
'BXW RYeU Wime, life WeacheV \RX WhaW VRmeWimeV \RX jXVW haYe WR leW WhingV
gR?

SaXUabh and I lRRked aW each RWheU, XncRnYinced. µSRmeWimeV a fall iV
jXVW a fall, and an RYeUdRVe iV jXVW an RYeUdRVe. A deaWh dReVn¶W haYe WR be
e[ciWing jXVW becaXVe \RX aUe inYeVWigaWing iW' Singh Vaid.

µSiU, Ze aUe nRW lRRking fRU e[ciWemenW. We aUe lRRking fRU Whe WUXWh.
DRn¶W \RX find iW fiVh\? Adi d\ing jXVW like WhaW?¶ I Vaid.

µNR, I dRn¶W. The famil\ dReVn¶W eiWheU. The\ haYe nR VXVSecWV and nR
inclinaWiRn WR SXUVXe an inYeVWigaWiRn. In facW, RameVh ji ZanWV Whe caVe
clRVXUe UeSRUW aV VRRn aV SRVVible.¶

µWh\?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µWhR knRZV? Ma\be fRU VRme SRlic\.¶
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µInVXUance SRlic\? PUeUna¶V inVXUance?¶ I Vaid.
µYeah. InVXUance cRmSanieV need an all-cleaU WR eVWabliVh WhaW iW ZaV an

accidenW befRUe UeleaVing Whe claim.¶
SaXUabh lRRked aW me, VhRcked. I UaiVed an e\ebURZ.

µAgain, WhiV iV nRUmal, m\ fUiendV. I haYe inYeVWigaWed caVeV fRU WZR
decadeV. EYeU\Whing iV nRW a Vign RU a clXe.¶

The WhUee Rf XV dUank RXU Wea ZiWhRXW Va\ing a ZRUd. I lRRked aW Whe
eleganW RXWdRRU fXUniWXUe laid RXW in Whe hRWel. The lRXd Uing Rn Singh¶V
ShRne inWeUUXSWed Whe aZkZaUd Vilence.

µSRUU\' Singh Vaid WR XV. 'M\ Zife.¶
He WRRk Whe call.

µYeV, \RX keeS Whe dRcXmenWV Uead\' Singh Vaid. µThe YiVa gX\ Zill
cRme . . . NR, Ze aUe nRW gRing WR Schengen. ThaW¶V nRW a cRXnWU\... ThaW¶V
ZhaW Whe YiVa fRU EXURSe iV called. YeV, fRU PaUiV alVR.¶ He ended Whe call
and Vmiled aW XV.

µAn\Whing elVe? If nRW, I¶ll Wake \RXU leaYe' Singh Vaid.
µWhaW Zill \RX dR ne[W?¶ I Vaid.

µNRWhing. I haYe WR SUeSaUe Whe caVe clRVXUe UeSRUW. M\ VeniRU haV WR
Vign iW. Will Wake me aURXnd WZR ZeekV' Singh Vaid. µHaYe VR mXch WR finiVh
befRUe I Wake VRme Wime Rff.¶

We Zalked him RXW Rf Whe hRWel WR hiV G\SV\.
µAdi'V SRVW-mRUWem UeYealed an\Whing, ViU?¶ I Vaid aV Ze Ueached hiV

Yehicle.
Singh SaWWed m\ back.

µLeW iW gR, deWecWiYe Vahib. BXW WR anVZeU \RXU TXeVWiRn, nR. IW Rnl\ Vaid
deaWh dXe WR e[ceVV heURin in blRRd.¶

'An\Whing elVe?¶ I Vaid.
The inVSecWRU VaW in Whe G\SV\ and VhRRk hiV head.

TiW bRd\. Needle maUkV VhRZing UegXlaU dUXg XVe. NR Vign Rf fRUce RU
aVVaXlW. We WhRXghW WheUe ZeUe VRme bUXiVeV bXW.. ? Singh laXghed.

µBXW?¶ I Vaid.
µNRWhing.

Vaid he
LRYe biWeV. PeRSle in Whe famil\ alZa\V had Whem. QXiWe a ladieV¶ man iW

VeemV' Singh Vaid and dURYe Rff.
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µScRWch?¶ Rana Vaid. RighW afWeU RXU meeWing ZiWh Singh, Ze had called

ACP Rana. Rana, in WXUn, inYiWed XV WR Whe H\aWW Regenc\ hRWel in Bhikaji
Cama Place. He ZaV Rn dXW\ WheUe aV SaUW Rf a SRliWician¶V VecXUiW\ deWail.
The SRliWician made a VSeech abRXW Whe VlRZing ecRnRm\ and lefW. PRVW-
cRnfeUence, Rana VaW ZiWh XV aW Rne Rf Whe WableV in Whe banTXeW hall.

'HaYe a dUink²I am nRW Sa\ing fRU iW. The cRnfeUence VSRnVRUV aUe,¶
Rana Vaid. 'And WhiV fUiend Rf \RXUV. He likeV WR eaW, I knRZ. KebabV?¶

Rana VnaSSed hiV fingeUV. TZR ZaiWeUV UXVhed WR RXU Wable ZiWh VeYeUal
glaVVeV Rf ZhiVke\ and SlaWeV Rf aSSeWiVeUV. Rana clinked hiV glaVV ZiWh RXUV
and WRRk a ViS.

µI¶m hXngU\ WRR,¶ Rana Vaid. He lifWed a WandRRUi chicken leg and WRUe iW
ZiWh hiV WeeWh. µAn\Za\, ZhaW bUingV \RX bR\V heUe? AV \RX can Vee, I am
VeUYing Whe naWiRn.¶

SaXUabh and I WRld him abRXW Singh clRVing Whe caVe.
'Oh \eV, RameVh¶V jXnkie bURWheU died WRR, UighW? ThaW VingeU aW Whe

Leela?¶ Rana Vaid.
I nRdded.

'E[acWl\, ViU,¶ SaXUabh Vaid. µBXW InVSecWRU Singh iV filing a clRVXUe
UeSRUW.¶

µWelcRme WR Whe Ueal ZRUld, bR\V. FiUVW Wime \RX aUe Veeing VRmeWhing
like WhiV? ThiV haSSenV all Whe Wime?

µWhaW haSSenV?¶ I Vaid.
µLeW¶V jXVW Va\ Singh mXVW be a haSS\ man? Rana Zinked aW me.
µYRX Whink InVSecWRU Singh WRRk a bUibe, ViU?¶ SaXUabh Vaid, e\eV Zide.

Rana lRRked WR hiV lefW and UighW.
µShh, neYeU menWiRn WhaW ZRUd in m\ SUeVence.¶

µHe did geW a call fURm hiV Zife. The\ aUe Slanning a hRlida\ in EXURSe?
Rana laXghed and VhRRk hiV head.

µSingh¶V VR RbYiRXV. EXURSe. TRR fXnn\. NR ZRndeU he haV a UeSXWaWiRn?
µWhaW dR Ze dR, ViU?' SaXUabh Vaid.
µHaYe anRWheU dUink?' Rana Vaid.
µSeUiRXVl\, ViU,¶ I Vaid.
Rana leW RXW a Vigh.

µLeW iW gR. OU find Whe killeU ZiWh VRlid eYidence. Take iW WR Singh.¶
µTake iW WR him? BXW \RX Vaid he ma\ haYe . . I VWRSSed mid-VenWence.
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µHe haV WR UeRSen Whe caVe if WheUe¶V neZ ZaWeUWighW eYidence.
OWheUZiVe, he knRZV \RX can gR WR Whe media RU hiV VeniRUV.¶

µCan he UeRSen a clRVed caVe WhRXgh?¶
µOf cRXUVe he can UeRSen. He Zill haYe WR Va\ VRmeWhing alRng Whe lineV

Rf ³in lighW Rf Whe neZ eYidence XYZ´. Find RXW WhaW XYZ.'
µWhaW abRXW Whe mRne\ he mighW haYe Waken?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µYRX dRn¶W knRZ fRU VXUe WhaW he did. SR, neYeU eYeU menWiRn WR him WhaW

\RX Whink he WRRk mRne\. CleaU?¶
µOf cRXUVe, ViU.¶

µGRRd. And if he did Wake Whe mRne\, VeWWling iW iV hiV SURblem. He Zill
UeWXUn iW, RU if Whe eYidence iV RYeUZhelming, Well RameVh WR VWXff iW.¶

µFine,¶ I Vaid.
µDR \RX eYen haYe an\ neZ VXVSecWV UighW nRZ?¶ Rana Vaid.
I VhRRk m\ head. We had nRWhing bXW a bXnch Rf ke\V.

Rana laXghed.
µFine, beVW Rf lXck, When. YRX ma\ nRW haYe anRWheU VXVSecW, hRZ abRXW

anRWheU dUink?¶
µIW¶V Wime WR XVe WheVe,¶ I Vaid, VSinning Whe heaY\ bXnch Rf ke\V aURXnd

m\ inde[ fingeU.
FRXU ZhiVke\V and an enWiUe WandRRUi chicken each inVide XV, Ze VaW in a

cab WR gR hRme.
µIW¶V VcaU\ WR gR inWR WhaW hRXVe again,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
OXU caU SaVVed SRXWh E[WenViRn Rn Whe Ring RRad. The meWUR line Uan

abRYe XV. FURm a diVWance, Whe bUighW PRUVche VhRZURRm Vign became
YiVible.

µI dRn¶W ZanW WR XVe WheVe ke\V WR gR WR WheiU hRXVe again. I ZanW WR
check ZhaW¶V in WheUe,¶ I Vaid, SRinWing WR Whe MalhRWUa MRWRUV VhRZURRm.

µTheUe aUe caUV WheUe, lRWV Rf e[SenViYe caUV, bhai' SaXUabh VlXUUed. µOh,
and gXaUdV all aURXnd. Wh\ WheUe, bhai?1

µIVn¶W RameVh Xncle¶V Rffice WheUe WRR?¶ I Vaid.
µYeah, Rn Whe fiUVW flRRU. Wh\?¶

µI ZanW WR knRZ all abRXW Whe man ZhR ZanWV WR clRVe PUeUna¶V caVe Whe
mRVW,¶ I Vaid.

SaXUabh did nRW UeVSRnd. HiV e\eV had VhXW. WhiVke\ and chicken can
giYe \RX WemSRUaU\ bliVV, I gXeVV.
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µThaW¶V Whe main VhRZURRm Rn Whe gURXnd flRRU' SaXUabh Vaid.
SaXUabh and I ZeUe VWanding acURVV Whe URad fURm MalhRWUa MRWRUV in

SRXWh E[WenViRn.
IW ZaV 6.30 S.m. We had cRme WR dR a Uecce Rf Whe VhRZURRm afWeU

ZRUk.
The lighWV Rf Whe fiUVW-flRRU RfficeV ZeUe Rn.

'See WhaW lefW cRUneU Rffice? ThaW belRngV WR RameVh Xncle' SaXUabh Vaid.
µHe dReVn¶W Veem WR be in. Can¶W Vee hiV caU in Whe SaUking aUea eiWheU.¶

'WhaW aUe Whe RWheU RfficeV Rn Whe fiUVW flRRU?¶ I Vaid.
'AccRXnWV and geneUal adminiVWUaWiRn. An\Rne aSaUW fURm WhRVe diUecWl\

Velling caUV ViWV WheUe.¶
µAn\Whing elVe XSVWaiUV?¶

µA SanWU\ WR make Wea and cRffee. The\ alVR haYe VWaff WRileWV. If
cXVWRmeUV ZanW WR XVe Whem, Whe\ Vend Whem WheUe' SaXUabh Vaid.

µCCTVV all RYeU?¶ I Vaid.
'YeV, in all cRmmRn VSaceV and Whe main VhRZURRm. NRW in RameVh

Xncle¶V Rffice WhRXgh.¶
'PURblem iV, hRZ dR Ze geW WR hiV cabin' I Vaid, 'if WheUe aUe cameUaV

RXWVide.¶
µYeV, and WheUe aUe gXaUdV dRZnVWaiUV. TRR UiVk\, bhai. DURS iW/
BefRUe I cRXld UeVSRnd, m\ ShRne Uang. IW ZaV BindX.
µHellR, BindX aXnW\' I Vaid and Slaced Whe call Rn VSeakeU mRde.

'HRZ iV iW gRing? An\ SURgUeVV?¶ BindX Vaid.
'YRX didn¶W Well me all Rf \RX ZenW WR Whe SRlice' I Vaid.
'VeeUji WRRk XV. We had nR chRice. IW iV afWeU WhaW Ze came WR \RX. I

UealiVed VeeUji and Whe SRlice ZRn¶W dR mXch.¶
µYRX cRXld haYe WRld XV' I Vaid.

'I¶m VRUU\. I felW VcaUed WR Walk abRXW Whe SRlice ... Did \RX gX\V find
an\Whing?¶

SaXUabh enWeUed Whe cRnYeUVaWiRn. µYRXU gUeaW VeeUji mighW haYe bUibed
Whe SRlice, b\ Whe Za\' he Vaid.

µWhaW?¶ BindX Vaid.
µNRWhing, BindX aXnW\' I Vaid. µWe¶Ue WU\ing WR ZRUk Rn iW. WheUe¶V

RameVh Xncle?¶
µHe iV in AmUiWVaU. Had VRme ZRUk in Whe facWRU\.¶
µWhaW facWRU\ iV iW?'
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µThe\ make aXWR SaUWV WheUe.¶
µWhich aXWR SaUWV, BindX aXnW\?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.

µI dRn¶W knRZ, beWa. IW XVed WR be RXU Rld caU UeSaiU ZRUkVhRS. NRZ
VeeUji haV a facWRU\ WheUe. He ZenW \eVWeUda\, fRU WhUee da\V.¶

µHRZ did he gR?¶ I Vaid.
µWiWh AnZaU. He alZa\V gReV in hiV Ca\enne. He¶V SaVViRnaWe abRXW hiV

caUV.¶
I lRRked aW SaXUabh. BRWh RameVh and AnZaU, Whe WZR SeRSle ZhR

cRXld UecRgniVe XV aW Whe VhRZURRm, ZeUe nRW in WRZn. If Ze had WR acW, Ze
had WR dR iW in Whe ne[W WZR da\V.

µOka\, Ze need WR VeaUch hiV Rffice in Whe VhRZURRm. We¶ll need \RXU
helS,¶ I Vaid.

SaXUabh SXW Whe call Rn mXWe.
µWh\ aUe \RX aVking heU?¶ SaXUabh ZhiVSeUed, eYen WhRXgh Whe call ZaV

Rn mXWe.
µWe can¶W dR iW an\ RWheU Za\. GXaUdV? CCTV cameUaV? SeUiRXVl\,

JameV BRnd?¶
µSR ZhaW dR \RX ZanW heU helS fRU?¶

µI haYe a Slan. DRn¶W ZRUU\,' I Vaid and XnmXWed Whe call.
µHellR? YRX WheUe?¶ BindX ZaV Va\ing Rn Whe RWheU Vide.

µYeV, VRUU\. Bad line,¶ I Vaid.
µWhaW helS dR \RX need fURm me? I alUead\ gaYe \RX Whe ke\V.

ShRZURRm ke\V aUe alVR in WheUe.¶
µI need \RX and Anjali WR bRWh be in Whe VhRZURRm Zhen Ze gR WheUe.¶
µWhaW?¶ SaXUabh mRXWhed Whe ZRUd. I geVWXUed fRU him WR be TXieW.
µI dRn¶W ZanW WR be inYRlYed, beWa. If VeeUji findV RXW...¶ BindX Vaid.

µYRX ZRn¶W geW inWR WURXble, I SURmiVe.¶
'GRRd eYening, I¶m Ja\eVh VaUma, head Rf ValeV heUe aW MalhRWUa

MRWRUV,¶ a WhiUW\-iVh, VRmeZhaW RYeUZeighW ValeV agenW Vaid aV he came XS
WR XV. He had an e[WUaZhiWe and e[WUa-fake Vmile, Whe RneV \RX Vee Rn
mRdelV in WRRWhSaVWe adV.

TZR da\V afWeU RXU Uecce, Ze had cRme WR MalhRWUa MRWRUV again. IW
ZaV fRXU in Whe afWeUnRRn Rn a SXnda\, and Ze had dUeVVed in VXiWV. We
cRmbed RXU haiU VWUaighW and ZRUe ]eUR SRZeU glaVVeV. SaXUabh flinched a
liWWle Zhen he VaZ Whe ValeVSeUVRn. The ValeVSeUVRn, hRZeYeU, began hiV
SiWch.

'Which Rf WheVe fine caUV inWeUeVWV \RX, ViU?¶
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'We ZeUe Whinking Rf a 911' I Vaid. µAlWhRXgh in WheVe SRWhRled Delhi
URadV I ZRndeU...¶

'SiU, Rne bX\V a PRUVche WR fXlfil a lifelRng dUeam. And dUeamV can¶W be
SXW Rn hRld becaXVe Rf VRme SRWhRleV.¶

The ValeVSeUVRn diUecWed XV WRZaUdV a caU Rn diVSla\. A Vhin\ Ued
PRUVche 911 CaUUeUa ZaV SaUked Rn a ciUcXlaU diVc.

'AcceleUaWiRn ]eUR WR hXndUed in 4.2 VecRndV,¶ Ja\eVh Vaid. 'And if \RX
Wake Whe SSRUW ChURnR Sackage, ]eUR WR hXndUed in 4.0 VecRndV.¶

'HRZ mXch iV Whe SSRUW ChURnR Sackage?¶ SaXUabh Vaid, making
cRnYeUVaWiRn.

'JXVW WZenW\ lakh UXSeeV mRUe,¶ Ja\eVh Vaid.
I ZRndeUed ZhaW kind Rf SeRSle fRXnd WZenW\ lakh bXckV ZRUWh Whe

e[WUa 0.2 VecRndV Rf acceleUaWiRn.
'HRZ mXch iV Whe caU fRU?¶ I Vaid.

µ1.42 cURUeV e[-VhRZURRm fRU RXU VWaUWing mRdel. On URad, aURXnd 1.70
cURUeV,¶ Ja\eVh Vaid.

SaXUabh and I keSW a VWUaighW face. We had WR acW cRRl.
µOnl\?¶ SaXUabh Vaid, SURbabl\ RYeUdRing Whe cRRlneVV.
µYeah, iVn¶W iW a beaXW\ fRU WhaW SUice?¶ Vaid an e[ciWed Ja\eVh. I keSW m\

e\eV Rn Whe enWUance dRRU.
In WZR minXWeV, BindX and Anjali enWeUed Whe VhRZURRm.
We did nRW acknRZledge each RWheU. AV Slanned, Whe\ ZenW WR Whe

Ca\enne VecWiRn, Zhich iV Whe PRUVche SUV. The VWaff UecRgniVed Whem and
gUeeWed Whem ZiWh fRlded handV.

µMalhRWUa ViU¶V ViVWeU,¶ I heaUd a ValeVSeUVRn Va\ behind me.
µCan \RX Well me all Whe YaUiaWiRnV and XSgUadeV SRVVible?¶ SaXUabh

Vaid. Ja\eVh lRRked aW SaXUabh and Vmiled.
'LeW me geW Whe bURchXUeV and e[Slain eYeU\Whing WR \RX. PleaVe cRme WR

Whe meeWing Wable.¶
SaXUabh and I mRYed WR Whe meeWing aUea. I cRXld VWill Vee and heaU

BindX fURm ZheUe Ze ZeUe ViWWing.
µM\ niece fURm Whe US ZanWed WR check RXW Whe SUV. She¶V a jRXUnaliVW

dRing a VWRU\ Rn lX[XU\ caUV. ThaW¶V all,¶ BindX ZaV Va\ing.
µNR SURblem, madam,¶ Whe ValeVSeUVRn Vaid, RSening Whe dRRU Rf Whe

Yehicle. Anjali VWeSSed inVide.
µI am WURXbling \RX VR mXch,¶ BindX Vaid and Vmiled.
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µThiV iV \RXU VhRZURRm, madam. WhaW aUe \RX Va\ing? DR \RX ZanW
VRme cRffee?¶

Anjali VaW inVide Whe cUeam-cRlRXUed Ca\enne. She fiddled ZiWh Whe
cRnWURlV. She WXUned Rn Whe ZiSeUV, WeVWed Whe indicaWRUV and VZiWched Whe
inWeUnal lighWV Rn and Rff a cRXSle Rf WimeV. The hXge caU made heU lRRk
WhinneU Whan eYeU. She ZRUe a bab\ Sink ValZaU kamee] and a bindi,
SURbabl\ WR lRRk Whe SaUW Rf a jRXUnaliVW. I ZanWed WR Slace m\ hand RYeU
heUV Rn Whe VWeeUing Zheel. I WXUned WR VchRRl SUinciSal SaXUabh inVWead,
ZhR had UendeUed Anjali Rff-limiWV. He VhRRk hiV leg aV Ze ZaiWed fRU
Ja\eVh.

µWh\ did \RX flinch Zhen \RX VaZ Ja\eVh?¶ I ZhiVSeUed.
µHe came fRU m\ engagemenW,¶ SaXUabh ZhiVSeUed back. µI dRn¶W Whink

he UecRgniVed me. I mXVW haYe lRVW ZeighW.¶
µNR \RX haYen¶W,¶ I Vaid. µIW¶V Whe glaVVeV.¶
µFXck Rff.¶

Ja\eVh and hiV beaming Vmile UeWXUned in a feZ minXWeV.
µSiU, VR heUe aUe \RXU RSWiRnV. PleaVe fill in WhiV fRUm ZiWh all \RXU

cRnWacW deWailV. OU giYe me \RXU bXVineVV caUd.¶
SaXUabh WRRk RXW a caUd fURm hiV SRckeW and handed iW WR Ja\eVh.
µJacRb D¶SRX]a, cR-fRXndeU and Yice SUeVidenW, C\beUSafe,¶ Ja\eVh Uead

RXW lRXd. µSXSeUb, ViU.¶
µIW¶V Rka\,¶ SaXUabh Vaid. µLRng Za\ WR gR VWill.¶

µWell, ZheUeYeU \RX haYe WR gR, \RXU 911 Zill geW \RX WheUe faVWeU,¶
Ja\eVh Vaid and gUinned aW hiV RZn cleYeUneVV.

We cRllecWed all Whe bURchXUeV.
µTheVe aUe YeU\ helSfXl, WhankV. We haYe WR gR VRmeZheUe nRZ bXW

Ze¶ll be in WRXch,¶ I Vaid.
SaXUabh and I VWRRd XS.
µSXUe, ViU, I Zill be ZaiWing fRU \RXU call,¶ Ja\eVh Vaid. µDR

\RX haYe a ZaVhURRm in heUe?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µSXUe, ViU, XS Whe VWaiUV behind \RX. Shall I Zalk \RX WheUe?¶
SaXUabh WXUned aURXnd WR lRRk aW Whe VWeSV.
µNR, I'll find m\ Za\,¶ SaXUabh Vaid. µYRX haYe RWheU cXVWRmeUV

ZaiWing.¶
µYeV, ViU, SXnda\. BXV\ da\ fRU XV.¶ Ja\eVh ZaV all WeeWh.
µLRng dUiYe ahead VR ... I Zill alVR XVe iW,¶ I Vaid. 'Nice WR meeW \RX,

Ja\eVh. We¶ll XVe Whe ZaVhURRm and make RXU Za\ RXW. YRX aWWend WR
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RWheUV.¶
SaXUabh and I VhRRk handV ZiWh Ja\eVh and ZaYed him gRRdb\e. We

ZenW XS Whe VWeSV and Ueached Whe fiUVW flRRU. We enWeUed Whe WRileW. NRbRd\
elVe ZaV inVide.

µI VaZ CCTV Rn Whe VWeSV,¶ I Vaid.
µYeah, bXW Whe gXaUdV dRn¶W caUe. We aUe WZR nRUmal cXVWRmeUV,¶

SaXUabh Vaid.
ThUee mRUe men came WR XVe Whe WRileW and lefW. SaXUabh and I SUeWended

WR ZaVh RXU handV aW Whe Vink.
TYjeeeeeeeWl The VRXnd Rf a lRXd alaUm filled Whe enWiUe VhRZURRm

bXilding. BindX and Anjali had dRne ZhaW I had WRld Whem²WR WUiggeU Whe
Ca\enne¶V bXUglaU alaUm. FiUVW, BindX lRcked Whe caU fURm Whe RXWVide XVing
Whe aXWRmaWic ke\. Anjali cRnWinXed WR ViW inVide and fiddle ZiWh Whe
cRnWURlV. In WhiV VcenaUiR, Whe caU deWecWV XnXVXal acWiYiW\ and WUiggeUV Whe
alaUm. The alaUm Uang fRU WhiUW\ VecRndV each Wime, ZiWh a Wen-VecRnd SaXVe
in-beWZeen.

µLeW¶V gR,¶ I Vaid. We came RXW Rf Whe WRileW and made fRU Whe cRmeU
Rffice.

The alaUm diVWUacWed Whe enWiUe VWaff dRZnVWaiUV, inclXding Whe VecXUiW\
gXaUd aW Whe CCTV mRniWRUV. ThRVe feZ VecRndV gaYe XV a ZindRZ WR Zalk
fURm Whe WRileW WR RameVh¶V Rffice ZiWhRXW an\Rne nRWicing XV Rn CCTV.

I WUied all Whe ke\V aW RameVh¶V Rffice dRRU. Si[ didn¶W ZRUk. The alaUm
VWRSSed aV Whe VWaff dRZnVWaiUV diVabled iW.

µHXUU\,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µFXck,¶ I Vaid aV I WUied Whe VeYenWh. ThiV Wime Whe lRck WXUned.

µWelcRme,¶ I Vaid, and RSened Whe dRRU.
RameVh¶V cabin had flRRU-WR-ceiling glaVV ZallV. The bRWWRm WhUee-

fRXUWhV Rf Whe glaVV ZeUe fURVWed. FURm Whe WRS Rne-TXaUWeU VecWiRn, \RX
cRXld Vee ZhaW ZaV gRing Rn in Whe VhRZURRm belRZ. I mRYed XS WR Vee
ZhaW ZaV haSSening dRZnVWaiUV, bending a liWWle VR I ZRXld nRW be Veen.
Anjali and BindX ZeUe aSRlRgiVing SURfXVel\ WR Whe VhRZURRm VWaff.

µBhai, leW¶V VWaUW?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µYeah,¶ I Vaid and WXUned aURXnd. RameVh¶V deVk ZaV cRYeUed ZiWh a

black leaWheU lining ZiWh Whe PRUVche lRgR. A Dell cRmSXWeU, a filing WUa\
and a feZ mRdel caUV la\ Rn iW. OSen VhelYeV Uan alRng Whe Zall Rf Whe
Rffice. A fiYe-fRRW high and WhUee-fRRW Zide cabineW VWRRd beVide Whe deVk.
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SaXUabh VaW dRZn Rn RameVh¶V SlXVh leaWheU chaiU aV he fiddled ZiWh Whe
WhUee deVk dUaZeUV.

µWRZ, \RX dR lRRk like Whe VRn-in-laZ. The RneV in Whe mRYieV ZhR Wake
RYeU eYeU\Whing. Like in Baa]igaU,¶ I Vaid.

µNRW fXnn\,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µSRUU\,¶ I Vaid, UemembeUing WhaW, in Baa]igaU, Whe SURWagRniVW WhURZV hiV

giUlfUiend fURm Whe URRf. 'WheUe dR Ze begin?¶
µIf I cRXld hack WhiV cRmSXWeU, Ze ZRXld be all VeW,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
He fiddled ZiWh Whe cRmSXWeU¶V mRXVe. He W\Sed a feZ leWWeUV Zhen

aVked fRU a SaVVZRUd.
µDR \RX knRZ Whe SaVVZRUd?¶ I Vaid.

µNR. TRRk a gXeVV. ³PUeUna´. Didn¶W ZRUk,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
NRW e[acWl\ hi-Wech hacking, I ZanWed WR Va\, bXW keSW TXieW.
I ZenW XS WR Whe VhelYeV. I Sicked XS a file ZiWh XWiliW\ billV.
µDid \RX knRZ Whe elecWUiciW\ bill fRU WhiV VhRZURRm iV fiYe lakhV a

mRnWh?¶ I Vaid.
SaXUabh cRnWinXed WR WU\ YaUiRXV SaVVZRUdV aV he VSRke WR me.
µDidn¶W Whe CM Rf Delhi make elecWUiciW\ fUee RU VRmeWhing?¶ SaXUabh

Vaid.
µNRW fRU PRUVche VhRZURRmV, GRlX.¶

SaXUabh WhUeZ XS hiV handV afWeU VeYeUal failed aWWemSWV aW Whe
SaVVZRUd.

µLeaYe Whe cRmSXWeU. Check Whe UeVW Rf Whe Rffice. LRRk, ValeV UegiVWeU
fRU Whe laVW WhUee mRnWhV,¶ I Vaid, RSening anRWheU file. µTheUe aUe nameV Rf
eYeU\ cXVWRmeU.¶

µWhaW dR I dR ZiWh WhiV? Call Whem and aVk if Whe\ need neZ VeaW
cRYeUV?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.

µPRinW iV WR keeS lRRking' I Vaid.
SaXUabh SXlled aW Whe dUaZeUV Rf Whe Wable, Zhich ZeUe lRcked. I Vlid Whe

bXnch Rf ke\V WR him.
I fliSSed WhURXgh Whe ValeV file I had in m\ hand. µThe\ VRld WZenW\-Vi[

caUV in Whe laVW WhUee mRnWhV. ThaW¶V iW. Onl\ WZenW\-Vi[, GRlX.¶
µYRX heaUd Whe SUice Rf Whe caUV? The\¶Ue nRW e[acWl\ Velling SRWaWReV'

SaXUabh Vaid. He WUied WR RSen Whe dUaZeUV ZiWh Whe VmalleU ke\V in Whe
bXnch.

µDid \RX knRZ VRlkVZagen RZnV PRUVche?¶ I Vaid. µRameVh Xncle haV a
VRlkVZagen VhRZURRm WRR?¶
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µThe\ dR, in AmUiWVaU. HiV SaUWneU Taneja manageV iW, UemembeU?'
SaXUabh Vaid, e\eV VWill Rn Whe dUaZeUV.

µOh \eV.¶
µFXck, ZhaW iV WhiV VWXSid lRck? HelS, bhai, a ke\ iV VWXck in Whe ke\hRle'

SaXUabh Vaid, ZUiggling Whe ke\ WR geW iW RXW.
I kneeled Rn Whe flRRU WR cRme aW e\e leYel ZiWh Whe dUaZeUV. I VhRRk Whe

ke\ VWXck inVide Whe ke\hRle.
µIf iW bUeakV, Ze¶Ue VcUeZed' SaXUabh Vaid.
µRela[' I Vaid, and SXlled RXW Whe ke\. µYRX SXW iW in XSVide dRZn. LeW

me Wake caUe Rf WhiV. Check Whe clRVeW, SleaVe.¶
SaXUabh RSened Whe ZRRden dRRUV Rf Whe XnlRcked clRVeW.
µTheUe aUe WURShieV. ³BeVW dealeU nRUWh UegiRn´. HRZ man\ PRUVche

VhRZURRmV cRXld WheUe be in Whe nRUWh, an\Za\?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µAn\Whing elVe?¶ I Vaid aV I WUied anRWheU ke\ in Whe dUaZeU.
µMRUe WURShieV, caSV, Sen VWandV. A URRm fUeVheneU. I dRn¶W Whink Ze¶Ue

gRing WR find an\Whing heUe.¶
Click, Whe dUaZeUV RSened.

µLeaYe all WhaW, cRme heUe' I Vaid. µLeW¶V check Whe dUaZeUV.¶
The fiUVW dUaZeU had SenV, SaSeU cliSV, SRVW-iW nRWeV, Saan maVala, a

lighWeU and an RSen SackeW Rf ClaVVic MildV cigaUeWWeV.
µRameVh Xncle VmRkeV heUe? IW Va\V ³nR VmRking´

all RYeU Whe VhRZURRm' I Vaid and SRinWed WR Whe ceiling. µSee, VmRke
alaUmV all RYeU.¶

µI gXeVV he VWeSV RXW WR geW hiV fi[' SaXUabh Vaid.
I RSened Whe VecRnd dUaZeU. IW had WZR WUanVSaUenW

fRldeUV ZiWh SUinWed VheeWV inVide.
µQXaUWeUl\ accRXnWV fRU MalhRWUa MRWRUV²PRUVche ShRZURRm Delhi¶,

Vaid Whe fiUVW fRldeU.
'QXaUWeUl\ accRXnWV fRU Taneja MRWRUV²VRlkVZagen AmUiWVaU¶, Vaid Whe

VecRnd.
I RSened Whe WhiUd dUaZeU. IW had a feZ leWWeUV, mRVW Rf Whem fURm KRWak

Bank. The WhiUd dUaZeU alVR had enYelRSeV fURm a life inVXUance cRmSan\, a
caU financing cRmSan\ and a cUediW caUd iVVXeU. I WRRk RXW all Whe dRcXmenWV
and keSW Whem Rn Whe deVk.

'LeW¶V gR WhURXgh eYeU\Whing,¶ I Vaid.
SaXUabh checked Whe Wime. IW ZaV 3.30 S.m. We had aVked Anjali and

BindX WR dR Whe caU alaUm WUick again ZiWh anRWheU VhRZURRm caU aW 4 S.m.
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VhaUS WR enable RXU e[iW.
'We haYe e[acWl\ half an hRXU,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.

I RSened Whe TXaUWeUl\ accRXnWV. IW had VeYeUal SageV, each ZiWh WableV
fXll Rf nXmbeUV.

'SR mXch infRUmaWiRn. ImSRVVible WR gR WhURXgh iW VR faVW,¶ I Vaid.
'LeW¶V jXVW Wake Vcanned SicWXUeV Rf WheVe SaSeUV. Read Whem all laWeU?¶

SaXUabh Vaid.
'Reall\?¶ I Vaid.
µYeah. I haYe a Vcan aSS,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
OYeU Whe ne[W WZenW\ minXWeV, Ze Vcanned eYeU\ dRcXmenW in Whe

fRldeUV RnWR RXU ShRneV.
'AlmRVW dRne. EYeU\Whing Rka\ dRZnVWaiUV?¶ SaXUabh Vaid, Vcanning in a

leWWeU fURm Whe bank. I Zalked RYeU WR Whe fURVWed glaVV Zall.
I VaZ RameVh dRZnVWaiUV, chaWWing ZiWh BindX and Anjali.

µGRlX, f-fXck!¶ I ZhiVSeUed.
'Did \RX jXVW Va\ fXck?¶ SaXUabh Vaid, Vcanning anRWheU dRcXmenW RnWR

hiV ShRne.
I Vignalled WR him WR cRme clRVeU WR Whe glaVV. SaXUabh lRRked dRZn and

VaZ RameVh.
'HRZ Rn eaUWh...¶ he Vaid lRXdl\. I SXW m\ hand Rn hiV mRXWh.
µShh,¶ I Vaid. I dUagged him back WR Whe cenWUe Rf Whe URRm.
He SXlled m\ hand dRZn and ZhiVSeUed, µHRZ, bhai? BindX aXnW\ Vaid

he ZaV in AmUiWVaU WRda\. CRming back WRmRUURZ.¶
µFXck dR I knRZ? He¶V dRZnVWaiUV. We¶Ue WUaSSed.¶

µHe¶V gRing WR cRme XS, iVn¶W he?¶ SaXUabh Vaid. µDamn, Ze¶Ue gRing WR
geW caXghW. He¶V gRing WR kill XV.¶

'Oka\, dRn¶W Sanic. Think.¶
'WhaW Whink? IW¶V fiYe minXWeV WR fRXU R¶clRck. BindX and Anjali aUe

VXSSRVed WR VeW Rff Whe alaUm again and diVWUacW eYeU\Rne aW WhaW Wime.¶
µThaW ZRn¶W haSSen nRZ, SaXUabh. RameVh iV ZiWh Whem. We need WR geW

RXW VRme RWheU Za\. Did Ze geW all Whe dRcXmenWV?¶
µYeV?
µFine, SXW eYeU\Whing back fiUVW.¶
We keSW all Whe dRcXmenWV back in Whe dUaZeUV.
SaXUabh lRRked aW me, ZRUUied.

µM\ heaUW iV e[SlRding. Think Rf VRmeWhing. All WhiV VWUeVV iV nRW gRRd
fRU me, bhai.¶
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µShXW XS and clean XS, GRlX' I Vaid.
We UeVWRUed Whe Slace WR iWV RUiginal aYaWaU in Whe ne[W WhUee minXWeV. I

Seeked dRZnVWaiUV again. Anjali ZaV VWanding ne[W WR Whe 911 CaUUeUa,
Walking animaWedl\ ZiWh RameVh. Did Vhe XndeUVWand Whe ViWXaWiRn? WaV Vhe
WU\ing WR diVWUacW him? OU ZaV Vhe WU\ing WR geW inWR Whe caU and VeW Rff Whe
alaUm? IW ZRXldn¶W ZRUk. We cRXldn¶W jXVW Zalk dRZnVWaiUV and e[iW nRZ
ZiWh RameVh in Whe middle Rf Whe VhRZURRm. Anjali cRnWinXed WR Walk aV
RameVh nRdded hiV head. Mid-cRnYeUVaWiRn, he Slaced hiV hand in hiV
jackeW SRckeW and WRRk RXW a bXnch Rf ke\V. The Vame bXnch Ze had
dXSlicaWeV Rf.

µHe¶V Slanning WR cRme XS,¶ I ZhiVSeUed.
µNRZ?¶ Vaid SaXUabh, VZeaWdURSV Rn hiV fRUehead.
µI can WU\ VRmeWhing. NRW VXUe if iW Zill ZRUk?
µI dRn¶W caUe. DR VRmeWhing. I am d\ing?

µI need Anjali and BindX WR cRRSeUaWe. WaiW, Zill Vend Whem a meVVage?
I W\Sed a meVVage WR Anjali and BindX, hRSing Whe\¶d Uead iW befRUe

RameVh made hiV Za\ XS WR Whe cabin.
µGiYe me Whe cigaUeWWeV and Whe lighWeU, GRlX? I Vaid. µWhaW?

Bhai, WhiV iV nR Wime WR chill. DR VRmeWhing? µJXVW giYe iW WR me,
SleaVe,¶ I Vaid.

SaXUabh SaVVed me Whe cigaUeWWe SackeW and lighWeU. I WRRk RXW fiYe
ClaVVic MildV, Slaced Whem in m\ mRXWh, and liW Whem all aW Rnce.

µSXicide? YRXU beVW RSWiRn?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µUm-hXn? I Vaid and VhRRk m\ head, m\ mRXWh fXll.
I WRRk a hXge dUag. FiYe RUange WiSV VmRXldeUed and I cRXghed.
µWhaW iV ZURng ZiWh \RX, bhai?¶ SaXUabh Vaid, SeUSle[ed. I WRRk Whe

cigaUeWWeV RXW Rf m\ mRXWh.
µSee WhaW VmRke alaUm Rn Whe ceiling?¶ I Vaid.

I ZenW WR Whe cenWUe Rf Whe URRm. AbRYe m\ head, WheUe ZaV a ZhiWe
c\lindUical blRck ZiWh a Win\ Ued lighW. I VWRRd XndeU iW and lifWed Whe liW
cigaUeWWeV XS high.

µIf Ze aUe lXck\, WhiV Zill ZRUk' I Vaid, hRlding Whe cigaUeWWeV XS like an
Ol\mSic WRUch. NRWhing haSSened fRU a fXll minXWe. I VWUeWched m\ hand
higheU.

SaXUabh ZenW WR Whe ZindRZ WR check Whe ViWXaWiRn.
µRameVh Xncle iV Zalking WRZaUdV Whe VWaiUV. Anjali iV ZiWh him, WU\ing

WR VlRZ him dRZn' SaXUabh Vaid.
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I WRRk a deeS SXff Rf all fiYe cigaUeWWeV WRgeWheU and bleZ RXW Whe VmRke
WRZaUdV Whe VmRke alaUm. I UeSeaWed Whe SURceVV WhUee WimeV, killing m\
lXngV in Whe SURceVV.

I heaUd RameVh and Anjali¶V YRiceV aSSURaching Whe cabin aV Whe\
Ueached Whe fiUVW flRRU cRUUidRU.

Panic gUiSSed SaXUabh. I Slaced a fingeU Rn m\ liSV WR Vignal him WR
Uemain TXieW. I WRRk a lRng, deeS SXff again and leW RXW Whe VmRke.

VRRRRRRWWWWWWl The VmRke alaUm ZenW Rff VR lRXd, I almRVW lRVW m\
balance. The blaUing alaUm ZaV mXch lRXdeU Whan WhaW fURm Whe SUV. The
cenWUaliVed alaUm¶V VRXnd filled Whe enWiUe VhRZURRm. I checked dRZnVWaiUV.
The gXaUdV inVWUXcWed eYeU\Rne, aV SeU PRUVche¶V VWUicW SURcedXUeV, WR
immediaWel\ VWeS RXW Rf Whe bXilding Zhile Whe\ checked ZhaW had
haSSened. M\ heaUW SRXnded. I WiSWRed WR Whe Rffice dRRU. I cRXld heaU
RameVh and Anjali UighW RXWVide.

µLeW¶V gR RXW, Xncle' Anjali Vaid, a Whin dRRU VeSaUaWing XV.
µIW¶V SURbabl\ nRWhing. Ma\be VRmeRne VmRked in Whe SaUking aUea.

OYeUVenViWiYe alaUmV' RameVh Vaid.
µSWill, leW¶V gR, Xncle. BeWWeU WR be Vafe' Anjali Vaid.

RameVh¶V ShRne Uang. He Sicked XS.
µYeV, BindX, iW¶V nRWhing' RameVh Vaid. µYeV, Anjali iV ZiWh me. Oka\,

Rka\, fine, Ze aUe cRming. YeV, UighW nRZ, m\ liWWle ViVWeU. HRZ ZRUUied \RX
geW fRU me.¶

I heaUd WheiU fRRWVWeSV mRYe aZa\ fURm XV.
I gaYe SaXUabh a WhXmbV-XS fURm acURVV Whe URRm, e[WingXiVhed Whe

cigaUeWWeV Rn Whe flRRU and bXndled Whem in a WiVVXe WR be WhURZn RXWVide
laWeU. SaXUabh WRRk RXW Whe URRm fUeVheneU fURm Whe clRVeW and VSUa\ed iW
libeUall\ acURVV Whe URRm WR maVk Whe Vmell.

I Seeked dRZnVWaiUV.
RameVh, BindX and Anjali VWeSSed RXWVide Whe VhRZURRm and WRRk a

UighW. We ZRXld WheUefRUe Wake a lefW Zhen Ze e[iWed.
µLeW¶V gR' I Vaid WR SaXUabh.

We lRcked Whe Rffice VhXW and hXUUied dRZn Whe VWeSV.
A gXaUd VaZ XV aV Ze Ueached Whe gURXnd leYel. He gaYe XV a SX]]led

lRRk.
µWe ZeUe in Whe WRileW' I Vaid. µWhaW haSSened? We ZeUe jXVW in a

meeWing ZiWh Ja\eVh VaUma?
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µPleaVe leaYe, ViU. We haYe a fiUe alaUm, eYeU\Rne iV VXSSRVed WR be RXW'
Whe gXaUd Vaid.
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CKDSWHU 43
µWaiW, leW¶V dRZnlRad iW all Rn RXU laSWRSV. HaUd WR Uead Rn Whe ShRne'

SaXUabh Vaid.
We ZeUe in hiV cXbicle aW RXU C\beUSafe Rffice. JacRb ZaV in a

SaUWicXlaUl\ bad mRRd WhaW da\. A lX[XU\ caU ValeVSeUVRn had been calling
and SeVWeUing him all afWeUnRRn.

SaXUabh mRYed all Whe imageV fURm Whe ShRne WR hiV laSWRS.
µTheUe aUe RYeU eighW\ imageV. LeW¶V VRUW Whem in fRldeUV' SaXUabh Vaid.
We ZeUe VR abVRUbed in Whe WaVk, Ze didn¶W nRWice JacRb had cRme XS

behind XV.
µKeVhaY, ZhaW am I dRing ZURng aV a manageU?¶ JacRb Vaid.
I ZRndeUed if WhiV ZaV VRme kind Rf a WUick TXeVWiRn. WRXld he haWe me

fRUeYeU if I daUed WR find a flaZ in him?
µYRX aUe SeUfecW, ViU, ZhaW aUe \RX eYen Va\ing?¶ I Vaid.
µThen Zh\ iVn¶W Whe SiWch Uead\? DR I haYe WR beg \RX, MU KeVhaY

RajSXURhiW?¶
µOh' I Vaid and VWRRd XS, 'acWXall\...¶

BefRUe I cRXld cRmSleWe m\ anVZeU, JacRb¶V ShRne Uang.
µNR, Ja\eVh, RU ZhReYeU Whe hell \RX aUe, I dR nRW ZanW WR bX\ a PRUVche

... And ZhaW Whe hell iV a SSRUWV ChURnR Sackage? YRX haYe WR VWRS calling
me' JacRb Vaid aV he Zalked aZa\.

µWRZ. MalhRWUa MRWRUV iV lRVing fifW\ lakh UXSeeV a mRnWh' I Vaid.
We VaW Rn m\ bed in RXU MalYi\a NagaU aSaUWmenW, ZUaSSed in a TXilW.

We had RXU laSWRSV in fURnW Rf XV.
I had Whe SURfiW and lRVV VWaWemenW Rf MalhRWUa MRWRUV RSen Rn m\

cRmSXWeU.
SaXUabh leaned RYeU WR geW a beWWeU lRRk.

µThiUW\-VeYen lakh UXSeeV mRnWhl\ inWeUeVW? The\ mXVW haYe a hXge
lRan' SaXUabh Vaid. µOSen Whe balance VheeW.¶

I mRYed WR Whe ne[W dRcXmenW in Whe financialV. SaXUabh WRXched Whe
VcUeen ZiWh hiV fingeUWiS.

µFRUW\-fiYe cURUe UXSeeV lRan fURm KRWak Sa\able aW Whe end Rf Whe
financial \eaU. The inWeUeVW iV fRU WhaW' SaXUabh Vaid.

'WRZ, GRlX. HRZ dR \RX knRZ all WhiV accRXnWing?¶ I Vaid.
µPUeUna WaXghW me.¶

µYRX gX\V XVed WR Walk abRXW balance VheeWV? RRmanWic.¶
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µNRW alZa\V. She Uan EaWR. SR Vhe diVcXVVed iW VRmeWimeV. YRX haYe a
SURblem?¶

µNRW aW all, VRUU\' I Vaid. µLeW'V cRme back WR MalhRWUa MRWRUV¶ lRVVeV.¶
µTheUe iV a WeUUible UeceVViRn in Whe aXWR VecWRU. ShRXld Ze alVR check

Taneja MRWRUV¶ accRXnWV?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
We fliSSed WhURXgh Whe dRZnlRaded imageV. Taneja MRWRUV VhRZed

lRVVeV Rf WZenW\ lakh UXSeeV a mRnWh. IW alVR had anRWheU lRan Rf WZenW\
cURUe UXSeeV fURm KRWak.

µWh\ haV RameVh Xncle bRUURZed VR mXch?¶ I Vaid.
µTR fXnd WheiU lRVVeV' SaXUabh Vaid. µTR Sa\ Whe billV and keeS WhingV

UXnning in bad WimeV.¶
He fliSSed WR Whe ne[W image.
µThiV iV a leWWeU fURm KRWak Bank' I Vaid.

µPUeUna XVed WR ZRUk aW KRWak Bank. ThaW¶V hRZ Whe\ mXVW haYe VWaUWed
a UelaWiRnVhiS WheUe' SaXUabh Vaid.

The leWWeU had been VenW WhUee mRnWhV agR. IW Uead aV fRllRZV.
DeaU MU MalhRWUa,

We ZRXld like WR bUing WR \RXU aWWenWiRn WhaW \RXU cXUUenW lRan Rf face
YalXe:

RV 45,00,00,000 (RXSeeV fRUW\-fiYe cURUeV)
iV dXe WR XV Rn:
31 MaUch 2020

We ZRXld like WR infRUm \RX WhaW giYen Whe dRZnWXUn in Whe aXWR
indXVWU\, Ze haYe been aVked WR cXW e[SRVXUe WR Whe VecWRU. TheUefRUe, Ze
aUe Xnable WR UeneZ WhiV lRan ne[W \eaU. PleaVe make aUUangemenWV WR UeSa\
Whe lRan accRUdingl\.

PleaVe alVR nRWe WhaW Ze cXUUenWl\ haYe Whe fRllRZing iWemV Rf VecXUiW\
cRllaWeUal fURm \RX:

a) ReVidenWial PURSeUW\²bXngalRZ µMalhRWUa HRXVe' meaVXUing
aSSUR[imaWel\ 500 VTXaUe \aUdV lRcaWed aWA-956 NeZ FUiendV CRlRn\.

b) IndXVWUial PURSeUW\²SlRW nR. 593/98 meaVXUing 7 hecWaUeV in
AmUiWVaU IndXVWUial AUea.

TheVe SURSeUWieV Zill be UeleaVed fURm VecXUiW\ Rnl\ afWeU Whe lRan iV
fXll\ UeSaid.

RegaUdV,
MaheVh ShXkla
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ManageU, BaUakhamba RRad BUanch
µSR, Uncle iV lRVing mRne\. HaV a hXge lRan UeSa\menW dXe' SaXUabh

Vaid, µand hiV SURSeUWieV inclXding MalhRWUa HRXVe aUe Sledged WR Whe bank?
µHRZ Whe hell did he Sa\ fRU WhaW fanc\ engagemenW?¶ I Vaid.
µMa\be WhaW'V ZhaW SaUW Rf Whe lRan ZaV fRU' SaXUabh Vaid.
µSWUange. WhaW iV WhiV indXVWUial land in AmUiWVaU?¶ I Vaid.
µNR idea' SaXUabh Vaid. M\ ShRne Uang. BindX had finall\ UeWXUned m\

call.
µThank \RX fRU nRW calling back. FRU WZR da\V' I Vaid.
µSRUU\, VRUU\. SRmeRne ZaV alZa\V aURXnd. SR VRUU\ abRXW WhaW da\ aW

Whe VhRZURRm WRR' BindX Vaid.
I SXW Whe call Rn VSeakeU mRde VR SaXUabh cRXld SaUWiciSaWe aV Zell.
µI had nR idea VeeUji ZRXld cRme back VR VRRn. I VZeaU he WRld XV he

ZRXld be back Rn MRnda\.¶
µIf he had caXghW XV, he ZRXld haYe WRVVed XV inWR jail fRU aWWemSWed

URbbeU\.¶
µNR, SleaVe dRn¶W Walk like WhaW. Anjali and I gRW \RXU meVVage. We did

cRnYince him WR leaYe Whe VhRZURRm aV \RX Vaid.¶
µLXck\ VaYe' I Vaid.

µYeV... WaV iW ZRUWh iW? Did \RX find an\Whing in hiV Rffice?¶
µWe¶Ue gRing WhURXgh dRcXmenWV. WhaW iV WhiV land in AmUiWVaU

IndXVWUial AUea?¶
µVeeUji¶V aXWRSaUWV facWRU\. Wh\?¶

µNRWhing. Did he eYeU Va\ he haV an\ mRne\ SURblemV?¶
µVeeUji?¶ BindX laXghed. µImSRVVible. He makeV a lRW Rf mRne\ in hiV

bXVineVV.¶
µReall\?¶ I Vaid.
µHe VXSSRUWV me. GiYeV me fifW\ WhRXVand UXSeeV eYeU\ mRnWh. Of

cRXUVe, Neelam bhabhi dReVn¶W knRZ.¶
µWh\?¶ I Vaid.

µClaVVic nanad-bhabhi Whing. Which ZRman Zill like heU hXVband
giYing mRne\ WR hiV ViVWeU?¶

µHmm,¶ I Vaid, fliSSing WhURXgh Whe Vcanned dRcXmenWV.
µDidn¶W \RX Vee ZhaW a gUand engagemenW SaUW\ he

had fRU PUeUna?¶ BindX Vaid.
µHe VSenW a lRW Rf mRne\, \eV,¶ I Vaid.
µHiV RZn mRne\, UighW?¶
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µLRanV aUen¶W e[acWl\ \RXU RZn mRne\.¶
µWhaW?¶
µNRWhing. WhaW abRXW MU Taneja? RameVh Xncle haV a caU dealeUVhiS

ZiWh him, UighW?¶
µYeV, VRlkVZagen in AmUiWVaU. The\ aUe alVR SaUWneUV in Whe aXWRSaUWV

facWRU\. SaXUabh haV meW MU Taneja, he came fRU Whe engagemenW.¶
µBindX aXnW\, WhiV iV SaXUabh,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µHRZ aUe \RX, beWa?¶

µI¶m gRRd. BXW WhingV dRn¶W lRRk VR gRRd fRU \RXU VeeUji¶V bXVineVV.¶
µWhaW dR \RX mean?¶ BindX Vaid.

µHe haV a big lRan. The dealeUVhiS iV making lRVVeV,¶ I Vaid.
µReall\?¶ BindX Vaid. µAnd Whe facWRU\?¶

µWe¶ll find RXW,¶ I Vaid. µWe¶ll call \RX if Ze need an\Whing elVe.¶
I ended Whe call and ZenW back WR Whe dRcXmenWV. I SaXVed aW Rne fURm

an inVXUance cRmSan\.
µSaXUabh,¶ I Vaid, µVee WhiV.¶
HiV mRXWh fell RSen.

µA fiYe-cURUe life inVXUance SRlic\ fRU PUeUna?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µDRne fiYe mRnWhV befRUe heU deaWh,¶ I Vaid. The leWWeU aVked fRU a

checkliVW Rf dRcXmenWV WR SURceVV a Sending claim. The checkliVW inclXded a
SRlice clRVXUe UeSRUW and a SRVW-mRUWem UeSRUW VWaWing WhaW Whe deaWh ZaV an
accidenW.

µYRX Whinking ZhaW I¶m Whinking?¶ I Vaid.
µYeah. AlVR, Ze nRZ knRZ he iV nRW heU Ueal faWheU,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.

µBXVineVVeV in lRVV, hXge lRanV and a UecenW big
inVXUance SRlic\ Rn hiV deceaVed adRSWed daXghWeU.
DReVn¶W. LRRk. GRRd,¶ I Vaid.

µWe dRn¶W knRZ abRXW Whe AmUiWVaU facWRU\ WhRXgh.
DealeUVhiS iV lRVing mRne\. Ma\be Whe facWRU\ iV fine?¶

µOnl\ Rne Za\ WR find RXW.¶ µHRZ?¶
µTime WR YiViW Whe GRlden TemSle' I Vaid.
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CKDSWHU 44
AmUiWVaU
We Ueached Whe GRlden TemSle aW 5.30 in Whe mRUning. The VSUaZling

ZhiWe WemSle cRmSle[, ZiWh Whe gRld-SlaWed gXUdZaUa in Whe cenWUe, cRXld
infXVe eYen Whe mRVW WXUbXlenW Rf mindV ZiWh Seace. AfWeU YiViWing Whe
DaUbaU Sahib, Ze VWRRd neaU Whe SRnd. SaXUabh mXmbled a feZ SUa\eUV
facing Whe VhUine. I ZRndeUed ZhaW he had SUa\ed fRU. I fRlded m\ handV
and clRVed m\ e\eV. M\ head Uaced ZiWh mXlWiSle WhRXghWV.

SaXUabh ZRXld leaYe fRU hiV RZn aSaUWmenW in a cRXSle Rf ZeekV. Wh\
did iW bRWheU me? WaV I afUaid WR be alRne? I¶m nRW alRne, I WRld m\Velf. I
VleSW ZiWh Wen ZRmen laVW \eaU. TheiU faceV and bRdieV flaVhed WhURXgh m\
mind. I didn¶W ZanW WR Whink Rf all WhiV aW a hRl\ Slace. I haWed m\Velf fRU Whe
SeUVRn I had becRme. Wh\ did I feel VR emSW\ and alRne? Wh\ did I feel
WhaW WheUe ZaV nR lRYe in m\ life? OU WhaW I had nR fUiendV. FRU nR UeaVRn,
m\ e\eV filled ZiWh WeaUV. Ma\be if I VRlYed Whe caVe, SaXUabh ZRXld fRUgiYe
me and nRW mRYe WR hiV RZn aSaUWmenW. I UealiVed WhaW WhiV ZaV Whe main
UeaVRn I ZanWed WR cUack Whe caVe. TR keeS m\ beVW fUiend. I ZiVhed I hadn¶W
Vaid all WhRVe WhingV WR him WhaW da\. I ZiVhed PUeUna hadn'W been aURXnd WR
heaU Whem. I allRZed m\Velf WR UemembeU Whe da\ SaXUabh and I had had Whe
big fighW.

Si[ mRnWhV agR
µTZilighW, WhaW ZaV ama]ing,¶ I Vaid. She la\ ne[W WR me, VcURlling

WhURXgh InVWagUam Rn heU ShRne. We¶d jXVW had dUXnken Ve[, and Vhe had
WXUned RYeU and Sicked XS heU ShRne fiUVW Whing. ThaW¶V hRZ Gen-Z RSeUaWeV,
I gXeVVed. I ZRndeUed if I VhRXld Vend heU a DM inVWead.

µWhaW?¶ Vhe Vaid, VenVing I¶d Vaid VRmeWhing.
µI Vaid, TZilighW, WhaW ZaV ama]ing.¶

µTZilighW iV Rnl\ m\ TindeU name.¶ She giggled, e\eV VWill Rn heU ShRne.
µOh, ZhaW¶V \RXU Ueal name?'

µDReV iW eYen maWWeU?¶ Vhe Vaid, dRXble-WaSSing VeYeUal SRVWV WR like
Whem.

I gaYe XS; nRW m\ faXlW if Vhe didn¶W ZanW WR knRZ me beWWeU. I WUied.
µI¶m WhiUVW\,¶ Vhe Vaid.
µTheUe¶V YRdka. We almRVW finiVhed Whe ZhRle bRW

Wle WhRXgh,¶ I Vaid, and lifWed Whe neaUl\ emSW\ bRWWle Rf AbVRlXW fURm
XndeU Whe bed.

µCan I geW VRme ZaWeU?¶ Vhe Vaid.
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µSXUe, iW¶V in Whe fUidge,¶ I Vaid.
µThankV,¶ Vhe Vaid.

She ZRUe m\ VhiUW and heU XndeUZeaU WR VWeS RXW Rf Whe bedURRm. The
giUl ZhR called heUVelf TZilighW had a VhRUW fUame, nR mRUe Whan fiYe feeW
Wall, and ZaiVWlengWh haiU. She VWaggeUed RXWVide WR Whe liYing URRm.

µWheUe iV Whe fUidge?¶ Vhe VcUeamed fURm RXWVide.
Tn Whe kiWchen,¶ I Vaid, VWill in bed.
µWheUe? Can¶W heaU \RX.¶
µDamn, ZaiW, I¶m cRming,¶ I Vaid.
I VWeSSed RXW Rf bed and SXW Rn m\ XndeUZeaU. I

Zalked inWR Whe liYing URRm, m\ head ZRR]\ ZiWh all Whe alcRhRl.
µIW¶V heUe Rnl\, bab\,¶ I Vaid, SRinWing WR Whe kiWchen.
µThank \RX,¶ Vhe Vaid, deSRViWing a Seck Rn m\ liSV.

SaXUabh VWeSSed RXW Rf hiV URRm. He VaZ XV Vemi-naked and kiVVing.
µWhR¶V Vhe?¶ he Vaid aV Vhe ZenW inWR Whe kiWchen.
µShe iV, Zell, TZilighW,' I Vaid. µWhaW?¶

µI dRn¶W knRZ heU Ueal name,¶ I Vaid and gUinned. I WhRXghW iW ZaV VRUW Rf
fXnn\. HaYing Ve[ ZiWh VRmeRne ZiWhRXW knRZing WheiU Ueal name. SaXUabh
ZaVn¶W amXVed, Rf cRXUVe.

µWhaW Whe hell iV WhiV behaYiRXU, KeVhaY?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µWhaW behaYiRXU?¶ I Vaid, a biW VXUSUiVed aW hiV VeUiRXV WRne. TZilighW

ZaV RSening cabineWV WR find a glaVV fRU heUVelf in Whe kiWchen.
µWh\ aUe \RX URaming aURXnd dUXnk in \RXU XndeUZeaU? And bUinging

hRme an\ UandRm SeUVRn?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µShe¶V nRW UandRm. She¶V cXWe. And hRW in bed,¶ I Vaid, m\ ZRUdV

VlXUUing.
µYRX dRn¶W eYen knRZ heU name. YRX aUe Vinking WR neZ lRZV.¶
µI¶m nRW. I¶m VWill dRing m\ ZRUk and WU\ing WR UXn Whe agenc\. YRX, Rn

Whe RWheU hand, aUe nRW bRWheUed. BXV\ ZiWh \RXU fiancee RU ZhaWeYeU.¶
µKeVhaY, I¶m in a neZ UelaWiRnVhiS. PUeUna iV gRing WR be m\ Zife. I

haYe WR giYe heU VRme Wime, UighW?¶
µSRme Wime? FXck. YRX aUe eiWheU ZiWh heU RU Whinking abRXW heU. All Whe

fXcking Wime.¶
µShe iV m\ fXWXUe. Unlike, Zell, TXbelighW in Whe kiWchen.¶
µIW¶V TZilighW,¶ I Vaid.
µTUaVh.¶
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µShe¶V nRW WUaVh. AW leaVW Vhe¶V beWWeU Whan Whe faW cRZ and heU famil\
\RX aUe gRing gaga RYeU.¶

AV I finiVhed m\ VenWence, PUeUna VWeSSed RXW Rf SaXUabh¶V bedURRm.
She had heaUd RXU enWiUe cRnYeUVaWiRn. TZilighW came RXW Rf Whe kiWchen
ZiWh a glaVV Rf ZaWeU in heU hand. She VWRRd ne[W WR me, bRWh Rf XV in a VWaWe
Rf XndUeVV. PUeUna didn¶W Va\ a ZRUd WR me RU WR TZilighW.

I WUied WR XnfUee]e m\Velf, VWammeUing, µPUeUna ... VRUU\. I didn¶W mean W-
WR...¶

BXW PUeUna had lefW Whe hRXVe. M\ alcRhRl high fi]]led RXW in a jiff\.
TZilighW ZenW WR m\ bedURRm, changed inWR heU clRWheV and lefW aV Zell.
SaXUabh VWRRd in Whe liYing URRm, VWaUing diVbelieYingl\ aW me.

µI¶m VRUU\, man,¶ I Vaid. µFRUgiYe me. JXVW UemembeU I¶m \RXU beVW
fUiend and flaWmaWe. Said iW b\ miVWake. TRR mXch YRdka.¶

µEnRXgh, KeVhaY,' SaXUabh Vaid, hRlding XS a hand. µWe aUe nR lRngeU
beVW fUiendV. We aUe nR lRngeU eYen fUiendV. And Zhen WhiV cXUUenW leaVe
endV, Ze aUe nRW gRing WR be flaWmaWeV eiWheU.¶

µBhai, \RX Rka\?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µYeah,¶ I Vaid and RSened m\ e\eV, UeWXUning fURm m\ SUiYaWe flaVhback.

The GRlden TemSle VhRne bUighW in fURnW Rf me.
µYRX aUe cU\ing?¶
µJXVW,¶ I Vaid.
µWhaW did \RX SUa\ fRU?¶
I VhRRk m\ head.
µTell me,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µI SUa\ed Ze find Whe killeU VRRn, WhaW¶V all.'

The MRdel IndXVWUial PaUk in AmUiWVaU iV lRcaWed Rn
MehWa RRad, aURXnd Wen kilRmeWUeV fURm Whe GRlden TemSle. The 132-

acUe indXVWUial ]Rne haV SlRWV Uanging in Vi]e fURm 250 WR 5,000 VTXaUe
\aUdV. NRbRd\ VWRSSed XV aW Whe gaWe, VR Ze WRRk RXU Wa[i inVide, SaVW
VeYeUal VhedV, ZRUkVhRSV and facWRUieV. We fRllRZed Whe VignV indicaWing
Whe SlRW nXmbeUV WR Ueach RameVh¶V facWRU\ ViWe.

µThiV Rne,¶ I Vaid, maWching Whe addUeVV ZiWh Whe Rne Rn Whe bank¶V
leWWeU.

We VWeSSed RXW Rf Whe Wa[i.
µJXVW VWa\ heUe. We Zill be back VRRn,¶ I Vaid WR Whe dUiYeU.
We Zalked XS WR Whe enWUance. A bURken Vign Va\ing µAXWRVSaUk¶, fiYe

feeW b\ WZR, la\ Rn Whe gURXnd. A ZaWchman VaW RXWVide, cUXVhing WRbaccR in
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hiV hand. AW Wen in Whe mRUning, WheUe Veemed WR be liWWle acWiYiW\ inVide Whe
SlanW.

µIV WhiV RameVh MalhRWUa¶V facWRU\?¶ I Vaid.
µWhR?¶ Whe ZaWchman Vaid.
µWhaW dR Whe\ make heUe?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
The ZaWchman dialled a nXmbeU Rn hiV ShRne and

mXmbled VRmeWhing. In WZR minXWeV, a Vi[-fRRW mXVcXlaU man came RXW.
He UeVembled a Yillain in B-gUade

PXnjabi filmV, cRmSleWe ZiWh a Vhin\ SUinWed VhiUW and mXlWiSle gRlden
lRckeWV. SaXUabh WRRk a VWeS back.

µYeV, hRZ can I helS \RX?' MXVcleman Vaid.
µWe haYe cRme ZiWh MalhRWUa ji¶V UefeUence,¶ I Vaid.
'WhaW fRU?¶ MXVcleman Vaid.

µNeZ aXWRSaUW cXVWRmeUV,¶ SaXUabh Vaid, making iW XS aV he VSRke.
µWanWed WR Vee Whe manXfacWXUing SURceVV.¶

MXVcleman and Whe ZaWchman laXghed. I cRXldn¶W Well Zh\. Did Whe\
nRZ like XV? OU had Whe\ Veen WhURXgh XV?

I Zalked inWR Whe facWRU\ ZiWh cRnfidence. SaXUabh fRllRZed me aV Zell.
MXVcleman and Whe ZaWchman did nRW VWRS XV.

We enWeUed a daUk Vhed ZiWh a high, VlRSing Win URRf, aURXnd Whe Vi]e Rf
a baVkeWball cRXUW. InVide, I VaZ URZV Rf emSW\ WableV, ZiWh chaiUV Rn bRWh
VideV. NR Vign Rf an\ aXWRSaUW machineV RU eTXiSmenW. InVWead, I Rnl\ VaZ a
feZ jXWe bagV, VeYeUal SlaVWic SackeWV and a cRXSle Rf Zeighing VcaleV Rn Whe
WableV. We Ueached Whe end Rf Whe Vhed. I VaZ a feZ SiSeV cRnnecWing VeYeUal
VWeel dUXmV. Ne[W WR WhiV ZaV a gianW RYen UadiaWing heaW. InVide, I VaZ ZhiWe
SRZdeU aUUanged in VRfW bUickV. I cRXldn¶W Well ZhaW all WhiV ZaV, bXW iW didn¶W
Veem WR haYe an\Whing WR dR ZiWh caUV. The enWiUe Slace had a chemical
Vmell, VRUW Rf like SeWURl mi[ed ZiWh nail SRliVh UemRYeU.

Si[ RWheU facWRU\ ZRUkeUV enWeUed Whe Vhed and VWRRd behind XV.
SaXUabh lRRked aW me ZiWh a VcaUed e[SUeVViRn.
µSeen ZhaW \RX had WR?¶ MXVcleman Vaid fURm behind. I WXUned aURXnd

WR face him.
µYeV, eYeU\Whing iV gRRd. We Zill make RXU Za\ RXW,¶ I Vaid and fake-

Vmiled. SaXUabh and I Zalked aV faVW aV SRVVible WRZaUdV Whe e[iW.
µSWRS,¶ MXVcleman Vaid.

µWhaW?¶ I Vaid, Zhile VWill Waking lRng VWUideV WRZaUdV Whe dRRU.
µWheUe aUe \RX Ueall\ fURm? Tell XV.¶
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µWe WRld \RX. We knRZ MalhRWUa ViU. Oka\, Ze haYe WR gR,¶ I Vaid.
µWh\ aUe \RX Zalking VR faVW?¶

µI need WR XVe Whe WRileW,¶ SaXUabh Vaid in Uefle[. I had nR idea Zh\ he
cRXldn¶W cRme XS ZiWh a beWWeU e[cXVe.

MXVcleman VhRXWed aW hiV facWRU\ ZRUkeUV WR caWch XV.
The ZRUkeUV ZeUe Wen meWUeV behind XV.

µWhaW dR Ze dR, bhai, Whe\ aUe cRming afWeU XV,¶ SaXUabh ZhiVSeUed,
Zalking UighW ne[W WR me.

µTZR RSWiRnV. One, I VSin anRWheU VWRU\ and WU\ WR fRRl Whem,¶ I Vaid.
µWill neYeU ZRUk. OSWiRn WZR?¶ SaXUabh Vaid in Sanic.
µRXn fRU \RXU life.¶
BefRUe I finiVhed m\ VenWence, I VSUinWed WRZaUdV Whe enWUance, a SanWing

SaXUabh aW m\ heelV.
µSWRS, behenchRd, VWRS,¶ MXVcleman Vaid ZiWh gUeaW SRliWeneVV. He

VhRXWed aW hiV ZRUkeUV, µCaWch WheVe be-henchRdV. MalhRWUa RZeV me
mRne\, WhaW¶V Zh\ I haYe keSW hiV land. And he haV Whe neUYe WR Vend hiV
SeRSle.¶

The facWRU\ ZRUkeUV Uan behind XV. AV I Uan, I SXlled SaXUabh¶V hand, WR
giYe hiV hXge maVV e[WUa mRmenWXm.

µOi,¶ Rne Rf Whe ZRUkeUV VcUeamed behind XV. I VaZ a VWRne fl\ SaVW me.
Then anRWheU. FXck, Ze had SelWeUV.

I Ueached Whe e[iW, SaXUabh aWWached WR m\ hand. The dUiYeU VaW in Whe
caU, Ueading a cRS\ Rf PXnjab Ke-VaUi, enjR\ing Whe mRUning VXn.

µDUiYeU bhai\a, leW¶V gR,¶ I VcUeamed.
Ma\be Whe dUiYeU heaUd Whe WenViRn in m\ YRice, RU ma\be he WhRXghW

SaXUabh ZaV in labRXU RU VRmeWhing. He VWaUWed hiV caU in an inVWanW. We VaW
inVide and Whe dUiYeU VSed Rff, eYen aV a URck Vlammed againVW Whe caU.

The ZRUkeUV cRnWinXed WR chaVe XV. HRZeYeU, Whe\ ZeUe nR maWch fRU
Whe caU¶V hRUVeSRZeU. WiWhin VecRndV Ze had lefW Whe indXVWUial SaUk and had
cRme RXW WR Whe main URad.

µWhR ZeUe Whe\?¶ Whe dUiYeU Vaid, afWeU he lRRked back and cRnfiUmed
Ze ZeUen¶W being fRllRZed.

µHiV in-laZV,¶ I Vaid, SRinWing aW SaXUabh.
µShXW XS, bhai,¶ SaXUabh Vaid, SanWing haUd like he ZaV haYing a caUdiac

aUUeVW.
µTheUe¶V a UeaVRn I aVk \RX WR lRVe ZeighW,¶ I Vaid.
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µSXUe, becaXVe gRRnV fURm a dUXg facWRU\ chaVe XV UegXlaUl\, UighW?¶
SaXUabh Vaid, hand Rn heaYing cheVW.
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µWh\ aUe Ze gRing WR HDFC Bank?¶ SaXUabh Vaid. µMRUe imSRUWanWl\,

Zh\ aUen¶W Ze geWWing Whe fXck RXW Rf AmUiWVaU?¶
µFiYe minXWeV. I'Ye gRW VRme ZRUk heUe' I Vaid.

AW Whe HDFC bUanch in Hall Ba]aaU, I Zalked XS WR Whe UeceSWiRniVW.
'Can I VSeak WR VRmeRne in Whe bXVineVV lRanV VecWiRn?¶ I Vaid.
SaXUabh lRRked aW me, WU\ing nRW WR aSSeaU VXUSUiVed.
The UeceSWiRniVW WRld XV WR ZaiW in Whe lRXnge. I Sicked XS a cRS\ Rf The

EcRnRmic TimeV.
µGDP gURZWh VliSV WR Vi[-\eaU lRZ Rf 4.5 SeU cenW,¶ I Uead RXW a headline.
µSeUiRXVl\?¶ SaXUabh Vaid. µYRX aUe an ecRnRmiVW nRZ?¶
TZR minXWeV laWeU, a WhiUW\-fiYe-\eaU-Rld beVSecWacled man in a ZhiWe

VhiUW came XS WR XV.
µSiU, I heaU \RX haYe VRme lRan enTXiU\?¶
'YeV' I Vaid and VWRRd XS.

The man handed XV a bXVineVV caUd each. IW Vaid, 'RiVhabh AURUa, Yice
SUeVidenW - SME LRanV¶.

µAnd \RX ZRXld be?' RiVhabh Vaid.
µI¶m KaUan' I Vaid and SXW m\ hand in m\ SRckeW. µOh, I Whink I lefW m\

ZalleW in m\ caU. I beWWeU geW iW. CRme, AUjXn.¶
SaXUabh lRRked aW me, gRbVmacked.
µIW¶V Rka\ if²¶ RiVhabh Vaid, bXW I inWeUUXSWed him.

µM\ caU iV nRW SaUked SURSeUl\, and Whe ZalleW iV Rn Whe VeaW. We Zill be
UighW back.¶

SaXUabh and I Zalked RXW Rf Whe bank.
µOka\, ZhaW ZaV WhaW?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.

µNRWhing' I Vaid and diVSla\ed RiVhabh¶V bXVineVV caUd. µI haYe ZhaW I
ZanWed.¶

µWhaWeYeU. And \RX cRXldn¶W make XS beWWeU nameV? KaUan and AUjXn?¶
µC¶mRn, WhaW ZaV a gRRd mRYie' I Vaid.

µHRZ can I helS \RX, ji? I am Taneja' a Wall Sikh genWleman in hiV fifWieV
Zalked XS WR me in Whe VRlkVZagen VhRZURRm. He VSRke ZiWh a heaY\
PXnjabi accenW.

µI need a feZ minXWeV Rf \RXU Wime, ViU' I Vaid. µI am RiVhabh AURUa fURm
HDFC Bank.¶

I handed him Whe bXVineVV caUd I had cRllecWed fURm Whe bank. I had
cRme alRne, aV Taneja ZRXld haYe UecRgniVed SaXUabh fURm Whe
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engagemenW SaUW\.
µI dRn¶W need an\ banking VeUYiceV, ji' Taneja Vaid. µI alUead\ haYe a

gRRd UelaWiRnVhiS ZiWh KRWak Bank.¶
We VWRRd in Whe cenWUe Rf Whe VhRZURRm. ThUee Vhin\ diVSla\ caUV

VXUURXnded me. HRZeYeU, WheUe ZeUe nR cXVWRmeUV in Whe VhRS.
µBXW I haYe a mXch beWWeU deal fRU \RX, ViU. I cRXld Uefinance \RXU

e[iVWing lRanV aW a lRZeU inWeUeVW UaWe and fRU fiYe \eaUV' I Vaid.
Taneja lRRked aW me, ZRndeUing hRZ I kneZ abRXW hiV e[iVWing lRanV.
I Vmiled.
µWe dR RXU hRmeZRUk, ViU. FRU imSRUWanW clienWV, Ze UeVeaUch abRXW

Whem and WheiU needV' I Vaid.
µCRme XSVWaiUV WR m\ Rffice' Taneja Vaid. I fRllRZed him WR hiV cabin Rn

Whe fiUVW flRRU. µTea?¶ he Vaid, aV I VaW dRZn in fURnW Rf him.
µNR, WhankV, ViU.¶ I VhRRk m\ head. µI dRn¶W ZanW WR Wake WRR mXch Rf

\RXU Wime?
µFine, ZhaW dR \RX knRZ abRXW m\ lRanV? And hRZ can \RX helS?¶

Taneja Vaid.
µI knRZ fURm Walk ZiWhin Whe banking ciUcleV. YRX and \RXU SaUWneU haYe

WhiV VhRZURRm heUe and anRWheU Rne in Delhi.¶
µYeV, a PRUVche VhRZURRm. FineVW caUV/
µWhaW¶V nRW fine iV Whe caUV aUe nRW Velling.¶
µYeah' Taneja Vaid, VSinning a mRdel caU SaSeUZeighW Rn hiV Wable. µBad

WimeV fRU XV.¶
µYRX haYe e[iVWing lRanV aW WhiV VhRZURRm and in Delhi? AURXnd Vi[W\

cURUe UXSeeV in WRWal?
µSi[W\-fiYe, acWXall\. YRXU inWelligence gaWheUing iV gRRd?
µThe lRanV aUe dXe VRRn. M\ bank cRXld Uefinance \RX?

'ThankV fRU Whe RffeU. BXW Ze dRn¶W need WhaW nRZ?
µReall\?¶

µYeah, Ze aUUanged fXnding. We haYe Whe caVh. We Zill UeSa\ RXU lRanV
ahead Rf Wime/

µOh' I Vaid, µfine When. CRngUaWXlaWiRnV. I Ueall\ hRSe Ze can dR bXVineVV
Rne da\/

I VhRRk handV ZiWh Taneja and VWRRd XS. He came aURXnd Whe Wable and
SaWWed m\ back.

µI like \RXU gR-geWWeU aSSURach, RiVhabh/
µThank \RX, ViU' I Vaid. µCRming fURm \RX, iW meanV a lRW. I admiUe \RX/
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µReall\?¶ Taneja Vaid and laXghed. µAUUe\, ViW dRZn. HaYe a cXS Rf Wea.¶
He aVked hiV SeRn WR bUing XV WZR cXSV Rf machine-made and, WheUefRUe,

hRUUible Wea.
I SUeWended WR like iW. I Vmiled afWeU Waking a ViS.

µAUe \RX fURm AmUiWVaU?¶ Taneja Vaid.
µNR, ViU, RUiginall\ fURm Delhi' I Vaid.
µOh, ZheUe dR \RX VWa\ in AmUiWVaU?¶

M\ heaUW beaW faVW. We had bRRked an O\R RRRmV neaU Whe UailZa\
VWaWiRn. I didn¶W knRZ AmUiWVaU'V UeVidenWial aUeaV.

µNeaU Whe bank Rnl\, ViU. FiYe-minXWe Zalk' I Vaid. Taneja e[amined m\
bXVineVV caUd again.

µHall Ba]aaU?¶ Taneja Vaid. µThaW¶V a cURZded aUea. WheUe neaU Hall
Ba]aaU?¶

µNeaU Whe gRYeUnmenW VchRRl, ViU' I Vaid. TheUe¶V alZa\V a gRYeUnmenW
VchRRl neaU eYeU\Whing in India.

µOh' Taneja Vaid. BefRUe he cRXld SURbe fXUWheU, I changed Whe WRSic.
µDRn¶W mind, ViU, bXW jXVW WR Well m\ VeniRUV Zh\ I didn¶W geW Whe

bXVineVV, ZheUe did \RX UaiVe Whe mRne\ fURm? Which bank?¶ I Vaid.
Taneja laXghed. He keSW hiV cXS aVide. A la\eU Rf Wea fRam VWXck WR hiV

mRXVWache.
µWe didn¶W UaiVe Whe mRne\ fURm a bank' Taneja Vaid. µThaW iV nRW eaV\

WheVe da\V fRU aXWR Sla\eUV.¶
µOh, fURm ZheUe When?¶ I Vaid and Vmiled. 'JXVW beWZeen XV.¶

Taneja SaXVed and When gaYe a Vmall VhUXg.
µFine, I Zill Well \RX. LXckil\, RXU kidV aUe dRing TXiWe Zell. The\ helSed

XV. Can \RX belieYe iW? We aV SaUenWV lRRked afWeU RXU childUen. NRZ Whe\
lRRk afWeU XV/

µWRZ, \RX aUe VR fRUWXnaWe. YRXU childUen mXVW be dRing Ueall\ Zell.
And aUe TXiWe geneURXV WRR. IW iV nRW a Vmall amRXnW/

µIW¶V an inWeUeVW-fUee lRan. NeaUl\ VeYenW\ cURUe UXSeeV. HelSV XV a lRW.
We can¶W affRUd Whe inWeUeVW. MRUe deWailV, I am VRUU\, aUe cRnfidenWial.¶

I nRdded. I SRinWed WR Whe SicWXUe Rf a caU Rn Whe Zall.
µIV WhaW Whe SRVWeU Rf Whe neZ JeWWa?¶ I Vaid.

µYeV, Ze haYe a Ued Rne dRZnVWaiUV WRR. WanW WR Wake iW fRU a WeVW dUiYe?¶
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µBhai, if Taneja Xncle callV HDFC Bank, Ze aUe VcUeZed.¶
µHe ZRn¶W. He dReVn¶W need Whe mRne\ nRZ,¶ I Vaid. We had cRme
WR JallianZala Bagh, a Zalled gaUden

neaU Whe GRlden TemSle. In 1919, a maniacal BUiWiVh geneUal VenW WURRSV
WR VhRRW aW a SeacefXl gaWheUing Rf Indian ciYilianV. SRldieUV blRcked Whe
e[iWV. HXndUedV died, WhRXVandV ZeUe VeUiRXVl\ injXUed. The Ued bUick ZallV
Rf Whe SaUk VWill haYe bXlleW maUkV in VeYeUal SlaceV. EYen WhRXgh iW all
haSSened a hXndUed \eaUV agR, Zalking aURXnd WhRVe gaUdenV can Vend a
VhiYeU dRZn Whe VSine. HRZ cRXld an\Rne be VR heaUWleVV, I WhRXghW. And
Zhen ZRXld I feel Ueal SeUVRnal emRWiRn again?

µBhai?¶ SaXUabh Vaid, VnaSSing hiV fingeUV in fURnW Rf m\ e\eV.
µHXh? YeV, SaXUabh?¶ I Vaid.

µHRZ can NamUaWa, Taneja¶V Rnl\ child, giYe heU faWheU VeYenW\ cURUe
bXckV? EaWR dReVn¶W haYe WhaW kind Rf mRne\. In facW, iW iV nRW eYen
SURfiWable \eW.¶

µFiVh\,¶ I Vaid.
We came RXW Rf Whe gaUden.

µWe haYen¶W had a SURSeU AmUiWVaUi meal,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
He checked GRRgle MaSV.
µCRme, WheUe¶V an e[cellenW kXlcha Slace neaUb\.¶

µOne gRbi, Rne alRR, Rne SaneeU and Rne mi[ed. And WZR laVViV,¶
SaXUabh Vaid aW Whe cRXnWeU. We had cRme WR Bhai KXlZanW Singh KXlchian
Wale. The Vmall bXW bX]]ing kXlcha VhRS ZaV Rnl\ a fiYe-minXWe Zalk fURm
JallianZala Bagh. The UeVWaXUanW had ]eUR ambience, bXW iW ZaV Rne Rf Whe
WRS-UaWed UeVWaXUanWV in Whe ciW\, Rn UeYieZ ViWeV. The menX cRnViVWed Rnl\ Rf
fRXU kindV Rf kXlchaV, RU VWXffed WandRRUi SaUanWhaV. SaXUabh had RUdeUed
eYeU\Whing Rn Whe menX.

The SiSing hRW kXlchaV came in minXWeV. Each gRlden baked bUead ZaV
WRSSed Rff ZiWh a UecWangXlaU Vlab Rf bXWWeU. The bXWWeU WXUned inWR a gRlden
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liTXid and Uan acURVV Whe SlaWe. The kXlchaV ZeUe SeUfecW² cUiVS\ Rn Whe
RXWVide and VRfW Rn Whe inVide. The chRle came alRng ZiWh Sickle, RniRnV
and gUeen chillieV aV accRmSanimenWV.

µThiV iV VR gRRd. I VhRXld jXVW mRYe WR AmUiWVaU' SaXUabh Vaid, hiV e\eV
clRVed in ecVWaV\.

µFRU kXlchaV?¶ I Vaid.
µWh\ nRW?¶ SaXUabh Vaid, nRW VenVing m\ VaUcaVm. TR him, iW ZaV

SeUfecWl\ SlaXVible WR UelRcaWe fRU fRRd. TheUe aUe VadhXV ZhR mediWaWe Rn
Rne leg fRU \eaUV in Whe Himala\aV WR aWWain ValYaWiRn, and When WheUe iV
SaXUabh ZhR aWWainV niUYana fURm SeUfecW WandRRUi kXlchaV.

µWe need WR find RXW hRZ NamUaWa gaYe mRne\ WR heU faWheU' I Vaid.
µWe cRXld aVk heU' SaXUabh Vaid, VcRRSing XS Whe laVW biWV Rf chRle fURm

hiV SlaWe.
µI SUefeU nRW WR.¶
SaXUabh VhUXgged.
µDid PUeUna eYeU XVe \RXU laSWRS?¶ I Vaid.

µYeV, man\ WimeV. When Vhe XVed WR cRme hRme. Wh\?¶
µI ZaV ZRndeUing if Ze cRXld geW inWR EaWR¶V accRXnWV RU mailV. Ma\be

\RXU laSWRS UemembeUV heU lRgin and SaVVZRUd?¶
SaXUabh¶V e\eV liW XS. He lRYeV iW Zhen he geWV a chance WR Sla\ geek.
µThaW iV acWXall\ a gRRd idea. EYen if m\ laSWRS dReVn¶W UemembeU Whem

aXWRmaWicall\, I knRZ hRZ WR gR back in hiVWRU\ and find Whe IDV and
SaVVZRUdV XVed in Whe SaVW' SaXUabh Vaid.

µCRRl' I Vaid and VWRRd XS. µLeW¶V gR UighW nRZ.¶
µWaiW, ViW dRZn' SaXUabh Vaid.
µWh\?¶

µLeW me finiVh m\ laVVi. All WhaW VSice in Whe kXlchaV. DReVn¶W agUee ZiWh
m\ VWRmach.¶
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µFine, I haYe managed WR geW heU bank lRgin and SaVVZRUd. I alVR haYe

heU lRgin and SaVVZRUd fRU EaWR¶V inWeUnal VeUYeU mailV. She acceVVed Whem
bRWh fURm m\ laSWRS VeYeUal WimeV.¶

SaXUabh had ZRUked Rn hiV laSWRS fRU Whe laVW hRXU, gRing deeS inWR Whe
UeceVVeV Rf iWV haUd dUiYe like Rnl\ he cRXld. We ZeUe back in RXU cUamSed
O\R RRRmV neaU Whe AmUiWVaU JXncWiRn UailZa\ VWaWiRn. The W\Sical nRiVe Rf
a bXV\ Indian VWUeeW²bic\cle bellV, blaUing hRUnV, UeYeUVing YehicleV,
SeRSle VhRXWing and a geneUal clamRXU fRU nR UeaVRn²came in WhURXgh RXU
ZindRZ.

We decided WR haYe a lRRk aW EaWR¶V bank accRXnWV fiUVW.
We W\Sed in PUema¶V Rfficial banking cUedenWialV.

IW RSened Whe accRXnW managemenW Sage Rf EaWR PUiYaWe LimiWed. The
VXmmaU\ Sage VhRZed a balance Rf aURXnd Wen cURUe UXSeeV.

µOSen Whe deWailed bank VWaWemenWV, WR Vee Whe WUanVacWiRnV,¶ I Vaid.
µFRU deWailed VWaWemenWV, Whe bank Zill Vend an OTP WR PUema¶V ShRne

and email,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µWe dRn¶W haYe heU ShRne RU SIM,¶ I Vaid.

µI dR haYe acceVV WR heU email, and iW cRmeV WheUe WRR,¶ SaXUabh Vaid, a
WZinkle in hiV e\e.

He enWeUed Whe accRXnW WUanVacWiRn deWailV Sage afWeU enWeUing Whe Rne-
Wime SaVVZRUd. I Uan m\ fingeU Rn Whe VcUeen acURVV Whe YaUiRXV enWUieV.

µSalaU\, cRmmiVViRnV, cUediW caUd Sa\menWV, Rffice UenW, ad agenc\
Sa\menW,¶ I Uead RXW lRXd. 'WRZ, ZhaW iV WhiV big nXmbeU? TUanVfeU WR
Taneja MRWRUV, WZenW\ cURUeV?¶

µBhai, Vee Whe ne[W Rne. TUanVfeU WR MalhRWUa MRWRUV, fifW\ cURUeV.
Taneja didn¶W lie. The\ UecenWl\ UaiVed VeYenW\ cURUeV. FURm EaWR,¶ SaXUabh
Vaid.

µWhaW Whe hell? Wh\ iV fRRd deliYeU\ ViWe EaWR WUanVfeUUing VR mXch
mRne\ WR Taneja MRWRUV and MalhRWUa MRWRUV?¶ I Vaid.

SaXUabh and I lRRked aW each RWheU, SX]]led.
µAnd hRZ did EaWR haYe VR mXch mRne\ l\ing aURXnd, an\Za\?¶

SaXUabh Vaid.
We lRRked fXUWheU dRZn Whe VWaWemenWV. FiYe mRnWhV agR, WheUe had

been a deSRViW Rf nineW\ cURUe UXSeeV. IW came fURm µIndXV PaUWneUV FXnd
IV¶.
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µOh, I geW iW. ThiV iV Whe WhiUd-URXnd fXndUaiVing. ThaW¶V ZheUe EaWR gRW
Whe mRne\. IndXV PaUWneUV iV a YenWXUe caSiWal fiUm,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.

µBXW Whe\ Rnl\ inYeVWed in EaWR,¶ I Vaid.
µYeV?

µSR Zh\ iV EaWR giYing Whe mRne\ WR Taneja MRWRUV and MalhRWUa
MRWRUV inVWead?¶

µThaW, m\ fUiend, iV Whe VeYenW\-cURUe-UXSee TXeVWiRn,¶ SaXUabh Vaid. µA
VeYenW\-cURUe-UXSee fUaXd.'

µNamUaWa and PUeUna cRnWURlled EaWR, inclXding iWV mRne\,¶ I Vaid.
µPUeUna ZRXld neYeU haYe Sla\ed ZiWh inYeVWRU mRne\ like WhiV,¶

SaXUabh Vaid and WaSSed hiV nRVe. µMa\be WhaW iV Zh\ Whe\ had WR geW Uid Rf
heU.¶

µWhR¶V µµWhe\´?¶
µLeW¶V WU\ and find RXW. I alUead\ haYe Whe lRgin and SaVVZRUd fRU

PUeUna¶V Rffice email. UVed iW WR geW Whe OTP. WanW me WR check VRme mRUe
mailV?¶

µOf cRXUVe.¶
SaXUabh bXUied himVelf in hiV laSWRS again. A Zhile laWeU, he WXUned Whe

VcUeen WRZaUdV me.
µSee WhiV mail. DaWed 27 SeSWembeU 2019. TZenW\ da\V befRUe heU

deaWh,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
I Uead Whe mail.
TR: PUeUna MalhRWUa
FURm: RameVh MalhRWUa, MalhRWUa MRWRUV
BeWa,

ThiV iV m\ hXmble UeTXeVW WR \RX again. Taneja Xncle and I bRWh Ueall\
need \RXU helS. NamUaWa biWi\a haV alUead\ agUeed. NRbRd\ elVe Zill find
RXW. BefRUe \RX knRZ, eYeU\Whing Zill be Rka\, and Ze Zill UeWXUn iW all.

In WRXgh WimeV, ZhR elVe can Ze cRXnW Rn bXW RXU famil\?
LRYe and UegaUdV,
PaSa

µFXck,¶ I Vaid. µNamUaWa agUeed. She iV aliYe. PUeUna didn¶W agUee. She¶V
dead.¶

SaXUabh Vlammed Whe laSWRS VhXW. He Vlid Rff Whe bed and Zalked XS WR
Whe hRWel URRm ZindRZ.

µWhaW iV WhiV ZRUld? WhaW iV haSSening WR SeRSle?¶ SaXUabh Vaid. A WeaU
URlled dRZn hiV cheek.
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I ZenW and VWRRd ne[W WR him. Men dRn¶W knRZ hRZ WR cRnVRle RWheU
men. I jXVW VWRRd WheUe, hRSing m\ Vilence ZRXld VRmehRZ helS.

µBaVWaUd ZaV VhRZing Rff, RffeUing me a caU aW m\ engagemenW. WhaW
ZaV Whe need Zhen he ZaV bURke?¶ SaXUabh Vaid. I Slaced m\ hand Rn hiV
VhRXldeU. µWhaW all nRnVenVe he Vaid. ³DRn¶W Walk WR an\Rne. DRn'W inYRlYe
Whe SRlice. OXU famil\ hRnRXU iV aW VWake.´ WhaW fXcking hRnRXU? YRX aUe
bURke, dXde, and \RX killed Whe child \RX UaiVed. ThaW'V hRnRXU fRU \RX?¶
SaXUabh Vaid.

µI am VRUU\, SaXUabh,' I Vaid.
µWhaW aUe \RX VRUU\ fRU? YRX didn¶W Wake inVXUance SRlicieV in heU name.

YRX didn¶W ViShRn Rff mRne\ fURm Whe cRmSan\ Vhe ZRUked haUd WR cUeaWe.
MRUe Whan an\Whing, \RX didn¶W SXVh heU Rff Whe WeUUace like WhaW baVWaUd.¶

SaXUabh banged Whe ZindRZ ZiWh a fiVW. The glaVV cUacked Rn imSacW.
SaXUabh¶V hand ZaV cRYeUed in blRRd.
µGRlX.¶

He didn¶W UeVSRnd. He didn¶W Zince in Sain eiWheU. He VWRRd WheUe,
ZaWching blRRd dUiS dRZn hiV fRUeaUm. HeUR he iV.

I bURXghW a WRZel fURm Whe baWhURRm and ZiSed Whe blRRd fURm hiV
hand.

µI ZRn¶W leaYe him. I dRn'W giYe a fXck abRXW Whe SRlice clRVing Whe caVe.
He killed m\ PUeUna, he haV WR gR WR jail.¶

I ZUaSSed Whe WRZel aURXnd hiV hand. I lRRked RXWVide Whe ZindRZ WR
Vee if I cRXld VSRW a chemiVW.

µLeW¶V gR WR Delhi. NRZ,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µNRZ? IW¶V nighW. We can Wake Whe fiUVW flighW WRmRUURZ.¶
µI need WR meeW Whe SRlice. Rana, Singh, ZhReYeU. AV VRRn aV SRVVible.¶

µYeV,¶ I Vaid, µI¶ll fi[ a meeWing.¶
µI need WR gR UighW nRZ.*

µRighW nRZ \RX need bandageV. I Zill gR dRZn and geW VRme fRU \RX.
PleaVe dRn'W bUeak an\ mRUe ZindRZV.¶

'YRX fi[ed a meeWing ZiWh Singh and Rana?¶
µYeV, I did, SaXUabh. YRX alUead\ aVked me WhUee WimeV.¶
The Slane landed ZiWh a mild WhXd aW Delhi aiUSRUW. The aiUcUafW Wa[ied

iWV Za\ WR Whe aeURbUidge. I checked Whe Wime²iW ZaV Wen in Whe mRUning.
µBRWh Singh and Rana WRgeWheU? The\ agUeed?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.

µYeV. AW 11.30, in Rana¶V Rffice.¶
µThaW¶V in Rne and a half hRXUV,¶ SaXUabh Vaid in a high-SiWched YRice.
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µThaW¶V Whe Rnl\ Wime Rana had WRda\, GRlX. He iV in chaUge Rf VRme
faUmeUV¶ maUch RU VRmeWhing in Delhi WRda\.¶

SaXUabh VhRRk hiV head.
µDRn¶W ZRUU\. We haYe alUead\ landed in Delhi,¶ I Vaid.

SaXUabh Vniffed.
The Slane came WR a halW. PaVVengeUV XnbXckled WheiU VeaWbelWV and

leaSed Rff WheiU VeaWV. EYeU\Rne Veemed WR be in an XUgenW UXVh WR geW RXW aV
if Whe\ all had WhRXVand-cURUe-UXSee dealV WR cRnclXde RXWVide. SaXUabh
VWRRd XS fURm hiV aiVle VeaW aV Zell. I cRnWinXed WR ViW Rn m\ middle VeaW and
VZiWched Rn m\ ShRne.

µYRX infRUmed BindX and Anjali?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µYeV, ViU. I meVVaged Whem befRUe Wake-Rff. TR cRme WR Rana¶V Rffice in

HaX] KhaV aW 11.30.¶
µTheiU SUeVence iV a mXVW. OWheUZiVe WhaW Singh Zill again Va\ Whe

famil\ ZanWV Whe caVe clRVed. Rana and Singh need WR knRZ WhaW Whe enWiUe
famil\ dReVn¶W Whink WhaW Za\. Onl\ Whe cXlSUiW dReV.¶

µI knRZ, GRlX. NRZ Zh\ haYe \RX VWRRd XS? SiW dRZn, WheUe iV VWill Wime
fRU XV WR e[iW.¶

GRlX checked hiV ZaWch. The flighW aWWendanW made an annRXncemenW.
µLadieV and genWlemen, Ze UegUeW WR infRUm \RX WhaW Ze aUe haYing

VRme Wechnical difficXlWieV ZiWh Whe aeURbUidge. AiUSRUW aXWhRUiWieV eVWimaWe
iW Zill Wake XV anRWheU fifWeen minXWeV WR RSen Whe gaWe. PaVVengeUV aUe
UeTXeVWed WR Wake WheiU VeaWV. We aSRlRgiVe fRU Whe incRnYenience.¶

A cRllecWiYe Vigh Rf diVaSSRinWmenW Uan WhURXgh Whe Slane. I VmiUked aW
SaXUabh.

µI WRld \RX, ViW dRZn,¶ I Vaid.
µDamn,¶ he VZRUe aV he VaW back dRZn. He checked hiV ZaWch again.

µWe Zill geW laWe.¶
M\ ShRne Singed VeYeUal WimeV dXe WR fUeVh nRWificaWiRnV afWeU iW

cRnnecWed WR Whe neWZRUk. One came fURm a neZV ViWe.
µTUaffic ZReV in Delhi dXe WR maVViYe faUmeUV¶

maUch.¶
I RSened WhaWVASS. I had VeYeUal meVVageV fURm Anjali.

µSXUe, Ze Zill be WheUe aW 11.30' Vhe had UeSlied.
µThank \RX fRU dRing WhiV.¶
IW ZaV fRllRZed b\ a heaUW emRji.
The ne[W meVVage had cRme a feZ minXWeV agR.
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µLanded?¶
I UeSlied.
µYeV. SWill in Slane.¶

µAnjali cRnfiUmed. The\ aUe cRming' I Vaid WR SaXUabh.
SaXUabh glanced aW m\ chaW meVVageV.
µWh\ did Vhe Vend \RX a heaUW emRji?¶ µWhaW?¶ I Vaid,

VXUSUiVed.
µShe VenW \RX a heaUW.¶

µShe jXVW Whanked me. I ZenW WR AmUiWVaU fRU heU dead ViVWeU. ThaW¶V iW.¶
µAUe \RX VXUe?¶ SaXUabh Vaid. 'An\Whing gRing Rn?¶

µSeUiRXVl\, GRlX?¶ I Vaid and VhRRk m\ head.
M\ ShRne Singed. Anjali had meVVaged again.
µWelcRme WR Delhi. See \RX VRRn.¶

She fRllRZed iW ZiWh an emRji WhaW had WZR Win\ heaUWV inVWead Rf e\eV.
µWh\ iV Vhe Vending \RX a lRYe-VWUXck emRji?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.

µWhaW?¶
µThaW¶V Whe lRYe-VWUXck emRji.¶

'GiUlV chaW like WhiV, SaXUabh. IW¶V nRW WR be Waken VeUiRXVl\.¶
µSWa\ aZa\ fURm WhiV enWiUe famil\. I haWe Whem/

FiUVW, SaXUabh ZanWed me WR VWa\ aZa\ fURm Anjali becaXVe he lRYed
WhiV famil\ WRR mXch, nRZ he ZanWed me WR VWa\ aZa\ becaXVe he haWed
Whem. SXUe, I ZaVn'W in lRYe ZiWh Anjali RU an\Whing. HRZeYeU, Ze had
alZa\V VRUW Rf fliUWed. TheVe emRjiV mighW nRW mean mXch, bXW I can Well
Zhen I haYe a chance ZiWh a giUl. I fRXnd heU aWWUacWiYe and inWeUeVWing.
WhaW ZaV SaXUabh¶V SURblem if I had VRmeWhing gRing Rn ZiWh heU? I
WhRXghW Rf heU cXWe face and Vmiled.

'IV WhaW cleaU?¶ SaXUabh Vaid aV he VaZ me lRVW in WhRXghW.
µWhaW?¶ I Vaid, cRming back WR Whe SUeVenW. µI dRn¶W haYe an\ feelingV

fRU heU, SaXUabh.¶
µDRn¶W hRRk XS RU dR an\Whing ZiWh Anjali. CleaU?¶

I lRcked e\eV ZiWh SaXUabh and felW gXilW\. ThaW ZaV e[acWl\ ZhaW I
ZanWed WR dR.

µNR, neYeU,¶ I Vaid.
'GRRd. NRZ Zhen Zill Whe\ leW XV RXW Rf WhiV damn Slane?¶ SaXUabh

Vaid.
The aeURbUidge finall\ RSened and Ze Zalked RXW Rf Whe TeUminal 1

bXilding. I checked Whe Wime: iW ZaV 10.30.
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M\ ShRne Uang. IW ZaV Anjali. I WRRk Whe call. SaXUabh VWRRd clRVe WR
me.

µHe\, ZheUe aUe \RX gX\V?¶ Anjali Vaid.
µAiUSRUW. JXVW came RXW. We¶ll cRme WR Rana'V Rffice diUecWl\. WRZ, I Vee

a hXge WUaffic jam aW Whe Sick-XS SRinW.¶
µTheUe aUe jamV all RYeU Delhi. The\¶Ue VhRZing iW Rn TV, VRme

faUmeUV¶ Uall\,¶ Anjali Vaid.
µYeV, Ze Zill Ueach aV VRRn aV Ze can,¶ I Vaid.

SaXUabh VhRZed me GRRgle MaSV Rn hiV ShRne. All URadV WR HaX] KhaV
ZeUe daUk Ued. The eVWimaWed Wime WR Rana¶V Rffice VhRZed WZR hRXUV.

µDReVn¶W lRRk like Ze'Ue gRing WR make iW,¶ I Vaid.
SaXUabh lRRked aW me, XSVeW.
µWhaW?¶ Anjali Vaid.
µTRR mXch WUaffic. We¶ll WU\ VWill.¶

µDR \RX haYe a lRW Rf lXggage? If nRW, Wake Whe meWUR. FaVWeU,¶ Anjali
Vaid.

µReall\?¶ I Vaid.
µYeah, Ze beWWeU leaYe VRRn WRR. I¶ll Vee \RX.¶
µSXUe, deaU Anjali, Vee \RX,¶ I Vaid and ended Whe call.
µYRX didn¶W haYe WR be VR fUiendl\ and affecWiRnaWe WR heU,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.

µWhaW?¶ I Vaid, m\ mRXWh RSen.
µYRX Vaid ³deaU´ WR Anjali. Wh\ XVe ³deaU´?¶

µOh deaU,¶ I Vaid and VhRRk m\ head. I Zalked faVWeU VR I cRXld be a feZ
VWeSV ahead Rf him.

µWhaW?¶ he Vaid fURm behind.
µOh deaU, Rh deaU.¶
µWh\ aUe \RX Va\ing WhaW?¶

µNRWhing. CRme, meWUR VWaWiRn¶V WhaW Za\, m\ deaU,¶ I Vaid.
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CKDSWHU 48
The meWUR enVXUed Ze Ueached RXU meeWing Rn Wime. Rana Veemed WR be

in a hXUU\. He cRnVWanWl\ checked hiV ShRne fRU meVVageV.
T am an ACP and Whe\ SXW me in chaUge Rf managing WheVe lXnaWicV.

HRZ am I VXSSRVed WR cRnWURl fiYe lakh SeRSle ZiWh a feZ hXndUed
SRlicemen?' Rana Vaid, W\Sing fXUiRXVl\ Rn hiV ShRne.

Anjali, BindX, SaXUabh and I VaW in fURnW Rf him in hiV Rffice. We ZaiWed
fRU Singh, ZhR had meVVaged he ZRXld Ueach in WZR minXWeV, eighW minXWeV
agR.

T haYe WR leaYe VRRn,¶ Rana Vaid. µTheUe iV an aUm\ maUching WRZaUdV
Delhi, liWeUall\.'

µWh\ aUe Whe\ dRing WhiV maUch?¶ I Vaid.
µEcRnRm\ iV dRZn. The\ aUe nRW making mRne\. WhaW elVe? FaUmeUV

ZRUk haUd all \eaU and dRn'W geW gRRd SUiceV fRU ZhaW Whe\ gURZ.'
I gXeVV fURm PRUVche dealeUV WR cURS VelleUV, eYeU\Rne ZaV haYing a

WRXgh Wime in WhiV ecRnRm\.
µHRZ aUe \RX, madam?¶ Rana Vaid WR BindX, in an e[WUa-VZeeW YRice

VRme Indian men UeVeUYe fRU ZRmen.
µFine, Whank \RX. HRZ aUe \RX, ViU?¶ BindX Vaid.

µVeU\ Zell, madam. M\ Zife lRRkV jXVW like \RX, b\ Whe Za\.¶
Singh knRcked Rn ACP Rana'V dRRU aW WhaW SUeciVe mRmenW, VaYing XV

fURm Whe aZkZaUd Vmall Walk.
µSRUU\, WUaffic iV inVane WRda\,' Singh Vaid. µLeW¶V VWaUW SleaVe.'

µSiW dRZn, Singh. TheVe bR\V haYe a lRW WR Va\.¶ µReall\?¶
Singh Vaid, Waking a VeaW ne[W WR me.

µThe\ Va\ PUeUna¶V caVe VhRXldn¶W be clRVed,¶ Rana Vaid.
µI am liVWening,¶ Singh Vaid.

OYeU Whe ne[W fifWeen minXWeV, SaXUabh and I e[Slained WR eYeU\Rne
ZhaW Ze had fRXnd in RameVh¶V Rffice and in AmUiWVaU. We diVSla\ed all Whe
UeleYanW dRcXmenWV Rn RXU laSWRS.

µSXmming XS, MU MalhRWUa and MU Taneja aUe bankUXSW. The\ aVked
EaWR fRU mRne\. NamUaWa Vaid \eV. PUeUna Vaid nR' I Vaid and SaXVed fRU
bUeaWh.

Anjali, BindX, Rana and Singh VaW in Vilence. I VhRZed Whem EaWR¶V bank
VWaWemenWV.

µAfWeU PUeUna¶V deaWh, NamUaWa became Whe VRle VignaWRU\. AV e[SecWed,
ZeekV afWeU heU deaWh, fXndV mRYed WR MalhRWUa MRWRUV and Taneja
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MRWRUV.¶
I leW Whe SeRSle aURXnd Whe Wable ciUcXlaWe Whe laSWRS WR Vee Whe

dRcXmenWV.
µAlVR, WheUe iV a life inVXUance SRlic\ Rf fiYe cURUe UXSeeV in PUeUna¶V

name. BeneficiaU\, RameVh MalhRWUa. WhR haV WR VhRZ WhaW WhiV caVe iV
clRVed if he ZanWV WR geW WhaW mRne\.¶

µVeeUji?¶ BindX blXUWed RXW.
µYeV, \RXU bURWheU,¶ SaXUabh Vaid. µPUeUna¶V adRSWiYe faWheU, and m\

almRVW faWheU-in-laZ.¶
µVeeUji SXVhed m\ PUeUna?¶ BindX Vaid.

The WZR cRSV had nRW Vaid an\Whing. Singh lRRked diVWXUbed; he ZaV
SURbabl\ ZRUUied abRXW an\ Vide dealV WhaW mighW cRme XndRne nRZ.

µWhaW dR \RX Whink, Singh?¶ Rana Vaid.
Singh SXW Whe laSWRS aVide. He lRRked XS aW Rana.

µM\ UeSRUW iV neaUl\ finiVhed. ThiV caVe iV almRVW clRVed, ViU,¶ Singh
Vaid.

µShRXld iW be?¶ Rana Vaid.
µAccidenWal fall. VicWim lRVW heU balance afWeU faVWing all da\. The famil\

agUeed. BindX ji, all Rf \RX came WhaW da\, nR?¶
µWhaW abRXW Adi, RameVh¶V bURWheU?¶ Rana Vaid.
µJXVW a jXnkie ZhR RYeUdRVed,¶ Singh Vaid.
Rana Vighed.

µWhaW abRXW all WhiV neZ eYidence?¶ Rana Vaid. He SRinWed WR Whe laSWRS
and cRnWinXed. 'YRX aUe gRing WR ignRUe WhiV? TheUe¶V alUead\ a cUime heUe.
He haV laXndeUed inYeVWRU mRne\ fURm hiV daXghWeU¶V cRmSan\ WR himVelf.¶

µRana ViU, WhaW¶V a VeSaUaWe financial cUime. AV faU aV Whe caVe Rf PUeUna
MalhRWUa iV cRnceUned, Whe famil\ ZanWediW clRVed.¶

µThe famil\ iV heUe WRda\, iVn'W iW,¶ Rana Vaid. µCan¶W \RX Vee? And Whe\
ZanW jXVWice.¶

µWheUe¶V RameVhji?¶ Singh Vaid.
Rana, Anjali and SaXUabh URlled WheiU e\eV.

µHe¶V Whe accXVed, Singh. AUe \RX VeUiRXV? DRn¶W \RX Vee Zh\ Whe
accXVed ma\ ZanW Whe caVe clRVed?¶ Rana Vaid.

Singh VhifWed in hiV VeaW.
µIf WhiV leakV WR Whe media, Singh,¶ Rana Vaid, µWhe\ Zill blame Delhi

PRlice, like alZa\V. The\ Zill Va\ Ze aUe incRmSeWenW and cRUUXSW. The\
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Zill SXbliVh \RXU name aV Whe SRlice inVSecWRU ZhR clRVed Whe caVe. NRZ,
WhaW Zill be ZURng, nR, Singh? YRX aUen¶W incRmSeWenW and cRUUXSW, UighW?¶

Singh lRRked aW Rana.
µSiU, SleaVe dRn¶W Walk like WhaW. YRX aUe m\ VeniRU, I UeVSecW \RX.¶
µSR UeVSecW m\ adYice WRR. DRn¶W clRVe Whe caVe. YRX haYe Whe eYidence.

GR geW him. BecRme a media heUR. Headline Zill be ³high-SURfile caU dealeU
aUUeVWed´. I am Welling \RX, iW Zill ZRUk ZRndeUV fRU \RXU caUeeU,¶ Rana Vaid.

Singh VSRke afWeU a feZ VecRndV.
µIVn¶W WhiV VWill ciUcXmVWanWial eYidence, ViU? SXUe, WhiV eVWabliVheV

mRWiYe,¶ Singh Vaid.
µDamn VWURng mRWiYe. SeYenW\ cURUe UXSeeV mRWiYe. SXUYiYal Rf

bXVineVV and UeSXWaWiRn mRWiYe,¶ Rana Vaid.
µYeV, ViU, I agUee. ThiV WellV me Zh\ iW haSSened. BXW hRZ e[acWl\ did he

dR iW?¶ Rana Vaid.
µWheUe did he Va\ he ZaV aW Whe Wime Rf Whe cUime?¶ Rana Vaid.

µHe Vaid he had gRne WR bX\ Saan,¶ Singh Vaid.
µHe haV an alibi?¶ Rana Vaid. µChecked ZiWh Whe Saan VhRS?¶
µHe Vaid he gRW a call WR cRme back befRUe he cRXld bX\ Whe Saan.¶

µSR nR alibi.¶
Rana WXUned WR Whe ladieV.

µBindX ji, Anjali, did eiWheU Rf \RX Vee MU MalhRWUa leaYe Whe hRXVe RU
UeWXUn aW Whe Wime Rf PUeUna¶V deaWh?¶

µI ZaV in m\ URRm, cRUUecWing m\ VWXdenWV¶ anVZeU VheeWV,¶ BindX Vaid.
µI didn¶W Ueall\ Vee VeeUji.¶

µWhaW abRXW \RX, Anjali?¶ Rana Vaid.
µI ZaV Rn m\ Za\ back fURm Whe aiUSRUW. When I aUUiYed, PUeUna¶V bRd\

ZaV in Whe liYing URRm. EYeU\Rne ZaV aURXnd heU.¶
µInclXding MU MalhRWUa?¶
µInclXding RameVh Xncle, \eV,¶ Anjali Vaid.

µSR WhiV Saan WUiS nRnVenVe iV bXllVhiW,¶ Rana Vaid. 'SWURng mRWiYe, nR
alibi. HeUe iV ZhaW haSSened. He gReV XS WR hiV daXghWeU Rne laVW Wime,
begging heU WR mRYe Whe mRne\. She declineV. SWUeVVed, facing bankUXSWc\
and lefW ZiWh liWWle chRice, he SXVheV heU RYeU.

PUeUna iV gRne, NamUaWa iV VRle VignaWRU\, and Vhe mRYeV Whe mRne\.
AgUee, Singh?¶

Singh lRRked XncRmfRUWable.
µA faWheU Zill kill hiV RZn daXghWeU?¶ Singh Vaid.
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µRana ViU, cRme Rn. Think abRXW iW.¶
Rana became TXieW. Anjali VSRke afWeU a feZ VecRndV.

µIf he ZaV Whe faWheU, WhaW iV,¶ Anjali Vaid.
µAnjali,¶ BindX VhRXWed.

µWhaW, Ma? HRZ can Ze Uemain TXieW abRXW WhiV? IW iV hamSeUing Whe
inYeVWigaWiRn.¶

µQXieW abRXW ZhaW?¶ Rana Vaid ZiWh a SX]]led e[SUeVViRn. µAnd ZhaW
did \RX Va\, Anjali?¶

µI Whink \RX need WR Well Whe SRlice eYeU\Whing, BindX aXnW\,¶ SaXUabh
Vaid.

µInVSecWRU Singh, Rana ViU, PUeUna iV nRW RameVh Xncle¶V daXghWeU,¶
Anjali Vaid.

Rana naUURZed hiV e\eV.
µWhaW?¶ Singh Vaid, gRbVmacked. BindX naUUaWed heU enWiUe SaVW. The

WZR inVSecWRUV liVWened ZiWh WheiU mRXWhV RSen.
µAnd WhaW¶V RXU WUXWh, InVSecWRU ViU. WahegXUX knRZV,¶ BindX Vaid,

fRlding heU handV aV Vhe ended heU VWRU\.
µPUeUna iV \RXU daXghWeU? Anjali WRR? The\ aUe WZinV? YRXU WZinV?¶

Singh Vaid.
µYeV, InVSecWRU ViU. IW¶V been RXU famil\ VecUeW fRU decadeV,¶ BindX Vaid,

handV VWill fRlded.
µTZinV? SRUU\ BindX ji, bXW I VaZ SicWXUeV. PUeUna ZaV VR . . .¶ Rana Vaid

and SaXVed, aV he VeaUched fRU a ZRUd mRUe SRliWe Whan µfaW¶. µSRUU\, Vhe
ZaV Rn Whe healWhieU Vide, ZaVn¶W iW?¶

µIW can haSSen, eVSeciall\ if Whe\ gURZ faU aSaUW in diffeUenW
enYiURnmenWV,¶ BindX Vaid, aV Vhe VWaUWed WR cU\. µLRRk clRVel\. IgnRUe Whe
ZeighW and haiUVW\le. BRWh aUe Whe Vame.¶

Singh lRRked iUUiWaWed.
µYRX didn¶W Whink iW ZaV neceVVaU\ WR Well Whe SRlice all WhiV dXUing \RXU

WeVWimRn\? YRX Whink Ze aUe idiRWV?¶ Singh VhRXWed, lRXd enRXgh fRU Whe
SeRnV RXWVide Rana¶V Rffice WR heaU.

µWe neYeU WRld an\Rne, InVSecWRU ViU.¶
Singh VWRRd XS. He Saced XS and dRZn Rana¶V Rffice.
µCRRl dRZn, Singh,¶ Rana Vaid. µHaYe a VeaW. Shall I RUdeU nimbX

Saani?¶
µWhaW nimbX Saani, ViU? ThiV RameVh, WheVe ZRmen, Whe\ all WRRk Whe

SRlice fRU a Uide. The\ dRn¶W Well XV baVicV. And Whe\ ZanW XV WR VRlYe Whe
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caVe?¶
µIW¶V all m\ faXlW' BindX Vaid, VRbbing aV Vhe VSRke. µI caXVed Whe

ViWXaWiRn. Then VeeUji UeVcXed Whe giUlV. He had Rnl\ Rne UeTXeVW²nRbRd\
WellV an\Rne, eYeU. TR SURWecW Whe famil\ hRnRXU. EYen m\ mRWheU dReVn¶W
knRZ Will daWe, ViU.¶

µHRnRXU, I can Vee' Rana Vaid and laXghed. He lRRked aW SaXUabh and
me, e[SecWing XV WR jRin in Whe miUWh. We Uemained VilenW.

µSiW dRZn, Singh. BindX ji, SleaVe calm dRZn' Rana Vaid. µAnd in fXWXUe,
neYeU hide WhingV fURm Whe SRlice. YRX can be bRRked fRU Vhielding a
cUiminal.'

µWe ZeUen¶W²¶ Anjali began, and Rana VhXVhed heU.
µIW¶V Rka\, I geW iW. ThiV ZhRle PXnjabi Whing, VaYe famil\ fURm Vhame aW

all cRVWV bXVineVV. HaSSenV in m\ HaU\ana WRR. BXW \RX can¶W dR WhiV Zhen
WheUe¶V a mXUdeU. UndeUVWand?¶

µYeV ViU' Anjali and BindX Vaid WRgeWheU.
µGRRd' Rana Vaid. µNRZ Singh, WheUe \RX haYe iW. The accXVed iV nRW

eYen Whe YicWim¶V faWheU. Big diffeUence beWZeen Xncle UaiVing an
illegiWimaWe child YeUVXV a faWheU, UighW?¶

Anjali lRRked XS aW Rana Zhen Vhe heaUd Whe ZRUd µillegiWimaWe¶.
µSRUU\' Rana Vaid. 'JXVW legal langXage Ze need WR XVe VRmeWimeV.

An\Za\, Singh?¶
µI need a mRmenW' Singh Vaid.
µSXUe' Rana Vaid.

The URRm fell VilenW. Singh clRVed hiV e\eV. He VSRke afWeU a minXWe.
µTheUe¶V a lRW Rf neZ infRUmaWiRn and eYidence WhaW ZaV giYen WR Whe

SRlice WRda\. SR, ZiWh all WheVe deYelRSmenWV, I ZRn¶W be clRVing Whe caVe.
In facW, I am lefW ZiWh liWWle chRice bXW WR aUUeVW RameVh MalhRWUa.¶

µAUUeVW VeeUji?¶ BindX Vaid, heU e\eV Zide like diVcV. µDRn¶W \RX jXVW
ZanW WR Walk WR VeeUji fiUVW?¶

µHe haV miVled XV and lied WR XV befRUe. If he findV RXW ZhaW Ze knRZ,
he ma\ eVcaSe. CXVWRd\ iV eVVenWial' Singh Vaid.

BindX began WR cU\ again. Anjali Slaced heU aUm aURXnd heU VhRXldeU.
Rana VWRRd XS WR leaYe.

'I am gRing WR hang RXW ZiWh Whe faUmeUV. YRX caWch him, Singh. BefRUe
he geWV aZa\ in Rne Rf hiV faVW caUV' Rana Vaid and laXghed RXW lRXd aW hiV
RZn jRke.
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µI¶m gRing UighW nRZ, ViU' Singh Vaid. µPleaVe helS me ZiWh Whe ZaUUanW
befRUe \RX leaYe.'

We Zalked RXW Rf Rana'V Rffice. Singh VaW in hiV SRlice G\SV\; BindX
and Anjali gRW inWR Whe backVeaW.

SaXUabh and I Zalked Rana WR Whe ACP¶V RZn Yehicle.
'Thank \RX, ViU' I Vaid.

µDRn¶W menWiRn iW' Rana Vaid and SXW Rn hiV VXnglaVVeV. µMXbaUak, \RX
cUacked anRWheU caVe.¶

µAll becaXVe Rf \RX Rnl\, ViU' SaXUabh Vaid, VRmeZhaW emRWiRnal.
AfWeU Rana dURYe Rff, Ze Zalked back WR Singh. µWe Zill Wake a cab and

Vee \RX in NeZ FUiendV CRlRn\' SaXUabh Vaid.
µNRbRd\ geWV RXW Rf m\ VighW RU eYen makeV a ShRne call. STXee]e inWR

WhiV Yehicle VRmehRZ' Singh Vaid. µWe aUe gRing nRZ. He iV in hiV
VhRZURRm.¶

SaXUabh lRRked aW Singh. Singh UegiVWeUed hiV Vi]e. TheUe ZaV nR Za\
he and I cRXld fiW in alRng ZiWh Whe WZR RWheUV.

µFine. I Zill call fRU anRWheU G\SV\ fURm Whe VWaWiRn. I need handcXffV
an\Za\' Singh Vaid.
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The WZR SRlice G\SVieV Ueached MalhRWUa MRWRUV aW 1.30 in Whe

afWeUnRRn.
µYRX Wake caUe Rf Whe ladieV. I dRn¶W ZanW an\ dUama,¶ Singh Vaid WR

SaXUabh.
All Rf XV enWeUed Whe PRUVche VhRZURRm. SaleVman Ja\eVh immediaWel\

UecRgniVed SaXUabh.
µJacRb ViU, VR nice WR Vee \RX again. I called \RX man\ WimeV,¶ Ja\eVh

Vaid, hiV ZhiWe WeeWh gleaming fURm acURVV Whe URRm.
SaXUabh Vmiled back. Singh lRRked fURm SaXUabh WR Ja\eVh.
µWheUe¶V RameVh MalhRWUa?¶ Singh Vaid WR Ja\eVh in a fiUm YRice.

Ja\eVh¶V Vmile eYaSRUaWed.
µSiU, hRZ can I helS \RX?' Ja\eVh Vaid, aV he nRWiced Whe men in XnifRUm.

µWheUe'V RameVh Xncle?¶ Anjali Vaid WR Ja\eVh.
µUS-XSVWaiUV' Ja\eVh Vaid.

Singh and WZR cRSV climbed XS Whe VWeSV WR Whe fiUVW flRRU.
SaXUabh and I Uemained dRZnVWaiUV.
µWhaW¶V haSSening?¶ BindX Vaid.

µWe haYe WR ZaiW heUe. The SRlice Zill gR Walk WR him,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µWe VhRXld infRUm Neelam aXnW\' Anjali Vaid.

µHRZ dR I Well heU? And ZhaW abRXW Maaji?¶ BindX Vaid.
µPleaVe dRn¶W UXVh. Take a VeaW, BindX aXnW\' SaXUabh Vaid, SRinWing WR

Whe meeWing aUea. µJa\eVh, can \RX geW heU VRme Wea?¶
µSXUe. GUeen Wea RU UegXlaU Wea, madam?¶ Ja\eVh Vaid.
We heaUd aUgXmenWV in Whe Rffice abRYe bXW cRXldn¶W heaU ZhaW ZaV

being Vaid.
SRRn Singh and RameVh came dRZn Whe VWeSV. Singh held Whe handcXffV

in hiV hand. The WZR cRSV fRllRZed Whem.
µI¶m cRming ZiWh \RX, Vee?¶ RameVh Vaid.

Singh keSW TXieW aV Whe\ cRnWinXed WR Zalk dRZn Whe VWeSV.
µWh\ aUe \RX ZaYing Whe handcXffV?¶ RameVh Vaid. µM\ VWaff iV heUe.¶

Singh Uemained VilenW.
µJXVW a miVXndeUVWanding, I am Welling \RX, InVSecWRU Singh.¶

µRameVh ji, leW¶V jXVW leaYe TXieWl\,¶ Singh Vaid.
µBindX? Anjali? WhaW aUe \RX dRing heUe?¶ RameVh Vaid Zhen he

caXghW VighW Rf Whem.
BindX fRlded heU handV in a namaVWe. Anjali lRRked aZa\.
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µYRX?¶ RameVh Vaid, nRWicing SaXUabh and me.
µGRRd afWeUnRRn, Uncle,¶ SaXUabh Vaid. He gUeeWV eldeUV ZiWh UeVSecW

RXW Rf Uefle[, eYen if Whe\ aUe mXUdeUeUV.
µWhaW aUe WheVe WZR dRing heUe?¶ RameVh Vaid in a lRXdeU YRice.
µRameVh ji, TXieW,¶ Singh Vaid. µLeW¶V nRW cUeaWe a Vcene.¶
µAUUe\? WhaW Vcene? EnRXgh, Singh. IW¶V m\ VhRZURRm. YRX baUge in

heUe in Whe middle Rf m\ ZRUkda\. When I Vaid I ZRXld cRme Walk WR \RX
laWeU, \RX diVSla\ handcXffV. WhR dR \RX Whink \RX aUe?¶ RameVh Vaid. He
VaW Rn Rne Rf Whe chaiUV aW Whe meeWing Wable.

Singh¶V face WXUned Ued.
µSWand XS,¶ he \elled. RameVh lRRked VWXnned b\ WhiV VXdden

aggUeVViRn, bXW he VWRRd XS.
µSingh? WhaW iV ZURng ZiWh \RX? YRX fRUgRW?¶ RameVh Vaid in a meek

YRice.
µBehaYe, RameVh ji. DRn¶W make me Wake \RX RXW like a cRmmRn

cUiminal in fURnW Rf \RXU famil\ and VWaff.¶
µOne minXWe, Singh, if \RX aUe geWWing WR WhaW leYel. BindX, can \RX call

Khanna?¶ RameVh Vaid.
µWhR¶V Khanna?¶ Singh Vaid, VWill VWeUn.

µM\ laZ\eU. I haYe Whe UighW WR VSeak WR him, nR? NRZ, calm dRZn,
Singh ViU.¶ RameVh VaW dRZn again. µJa\eVh, aUUange VRme cRffee fRU Singh
ViU. ThaW nice SWaUbXckV Rne.¶

µI dRn¶W ZanW an\ cRffee,¶ Singh Vaid.
µOka\ ViU, bXW ViW, SleaVe. I'm nRW UXnning aZa\.¶

A VRlkVZagen JeWWa aUUiYed RXWVide Whe VhRZURRm. Neelam and Maaji
VWeSSed RXW and Zalked in.

µWh\ iV eYeU\Rne heUe?¶ RameVh Vaid, WhURZing hiV handV XS in Whe aiU.
Neelam VaZ Whe cRSV.
µWhaW¶V gRing Rn, Singh ji?¶ Neelam Vaid.
µWhaW aUe \RX dRing heUe, Neelam?¶ RameVh Vaid.

µInVSecWRU Singh called me WR aVk ZheUe \RX aUe. IW Veemed XUgenW. I felW
ZRUUied, VR I came heUe WR Walk WR \RX' Neelam Vaid.

µAnd \RX had WR bUing Maaji?¶ RameVh Vaid, iUUiWaWed.
µNRbRd\ iV aW hRme, WhaW¶V Zh\.¶

µMaaji, SleaVe ViW,¶ Ja\eVh Vaid. He eVcRUWed heU WR a chaiU. The
maWUiaUch Rf Whe MalhRWUa famil\ WRRk a VeaW and Vmiled, XnaZaUe Rf Whe
ViWXaWiRn aURXnd heU.
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µMaaji, Zill \RX haYe a caSSXccinR WRR?¶ Ja\eVh Vaid.
µKaSSX ki?¶ Maaji Vaid lRXdl\. µAXU a\ kaXn hege? PRlice?
µKRi gal nahi, Maaji. CaVXal meeWing,¶ RameVh Vaid WR hiV mRWheU.

µHaYe a laWWe, iW iV gRRd. Made ZiWh SXUe milk.¶
Singh fRlded hiV handV in a namaVWe WR Maaji and Vhe UaiVed a hand WR

bleVV him.
µBindX, ZhaW haSSened WR Khanna?¶ Vaid RameVh, back in cRnWURl.
µVeeUji, hiV line ZaV bXV\. WaiW, he iV calling back nRZ,¶ BindX Vaid. She

SaVVed heU ShRne WR RameVh.
µKhanna ji' RameVh Vaid in a jRYial YRice. µWheUe aUe \RX? CRme, \RXU

fUiend needV \RX. M\ VhRZURRm ... Oka\, jXVW finiVhed \RXU heaUing? CRme
faVW, SleaVe.¶

RameVh ended Whe call.
µI can¶W ZaiW. I haYe WR Wake \RX ZiWh me nRZ' Singh Vaid.
µCRme Rn, Singh ji, Ze aUe famil\ fUiendV. HRZ can \RX Walk like WhiV?

Ten minXWeV iV all I¶m aVking fRU' RameVh Vaid.
Singh Vighed.
µFine. Send Maaji XSVWaiUV. I ZanW WR Walk WR Whe UeVW Rf \RXU famil\

an\Za\.¶ Ja\eVh WRRk Maaji XSVWaiUV WR RameVh¶V Rffice. Singh VeWWled dRZn
aW Whe Wable ZiWh Whe UeVW Rf XV.

µNeelam ji, m\ call VRXnded XUgenW fRU a UeaVRn. I am heUe WR aUUeVW
RameVh ji. FRU Whe mXUdeU Rf PUeUna MalhRWUa, ZhR I nRZ XndeUVWand ZaV
\RXU niece.¶

µSWRS WhiV nRnVenVe, Singh' RameVh Vaid.
µWhaW?¶ Neelam Vaid aW Whe Vame Wime, e\eV Zide.
BindX clXWched Neelam¶V aUm.

µWhaW iV he Va\ing, BindX?¶ Neelam Vaid, heU YRice h\VWeUical.
µBindX ji knRZV. She Zill e[Slain iW WR \RX. InVWead Rf dRing dUama,

liVWen WR ZhaW I am Va\ing' Singh Vaid in an iUUiWaWed YRice.
Neelam lRRked aURXnd Whe Wable ZiWh Zide e\eV. BindX and Anjali

WXUned WheiU ga]e dRZn. Neelam bURke dRZn.
RameVh ZaV VWaUing aW SaXUabh and me. SRmehRZ, he kneZ Ze ZeUe

behind WhiV.
µYRX aUe a WUaiWRU' RameVh Vaid WR SaXUabh. µWe ZeUe famil\.¶

µYRX UXined m\ famil\' SaXUabh Vaid.
µSR \RX cRnfeVV WR \RXU cUime, RameVh ji? Did \RX kill PUeUna

MalhRWUa? And mRYe VeYenW\ cURUe UXSeeV fURm heU VWaUWXS WR Sa\ \RXU

Downloaded from https://www.studycrux.com



lRanV?¶ Singh Vaid.
µShXW XS, Singh. I¶m nRW cRnfeVVing WR an\Whing. Khanna WRld me nRW WR

Va\ an\Whing.¶
Singh¶V face fUR]e. In Rne VZRRS he VWRRd XS, WRRk Whe handcXffV and

VnaSSed iW aURXnd MalhRWUa¶V UighW ZUiVW.
µKhanna can cRme WR \RXU neZ hRme²jail. MU RameVh MalhRWUa, \RX

aUe XndeU aUUeVW fRU Whe mXUdeU Rf PUeUna MalhRWUa.'
RameVh VWRRd XS. Neelam¶V cU\ ZaV lRXdeU Whan Whe Ca\enne bXUglaU

alaUm Ze VeW Rff Rn RXU laVW YiViW. The UeVW Rf XV VWRRd XS aV Zell.
Singh WXgged aW Whe handcXff and began WR Zalk WRZaUdV Whe e[iW.
µI am cRming, Singh. ThiV heURiVm iV nRW neceVVaU\' RameVh Vaid.
µWheUe aUe \RX Waking m\ hXVband?¶ Neelam Vaid. µBindX, Anjali, ZhaW

iV haSSening? RameVh ji haVn'W dRne an\Whing. He Rnl\ lRRked afWeU hiV
famil\ hiV enWiUe life.¶

µYRX ZaiW and ZaWch, Singh, I Zill geW bail in nR Wime. Then I Zill make
VXUe \RX fXcking Sa\ fRU WhiV miVWake' RameVh Vaid.

Singh didn¶W anVZeU. He SXVhed him RXW Rf Whe VhRZURRm. SaXUabh and
I fRllRZed Whem RXW aV Zell.

TZR ShRWRgUaSheUV clicked a SicWXUe aV Singh and RameVh VWeSSed RXW.
µWhR Whe fXck aUe Whe\?¶ RameVh VhRXWed. µWh\ aUe Whe\ Waking m\

SicWXUe RXWVide m\ VhRZURRm? I am a UeVSecWable man.¶
The WZR cRSV fRUced RameVh inWR Whe SRlice G\SV\.

µThiV media VWXff iV neZ WR me. BXW I like iW. IW ZaV Rana ViU¶V idea WR
call Whem' Singh Vaid, Zinking aW me aV he dURYe Rff.
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SeYeUal neZVSaSeUV caUUied Whe VWRU\ Rf RameVh¶V aUUeVW Whe ne[W da\.
µLX[XU\ caU dealeU aUUeVWed fRU mXUdeU Rf adRSWed niece¶, Vaid Rne

neZVSaSeU.
µFeaWheU in caS fRU Delhi PRlice: KaUYa ChaXWh killeU nabbed¶, Uead

anRWheU headline.
µNice cRYeUage. The\ dRn'W menWiRn XV WhRXgh, RU RXU deWecWiYe agenc\,¶

SaXUabh Vaid, keeSing Whe SaSeUV aVide.
We ZeUe haYing RXU mRUning Wea. We had RXU aSaUWmenW fRU Rne mRUe

Zeek. SeYeUal Sacked caUdbRaUd bR[eV ZeUe VWUeZn aURXnd Whe hRXVe aV Ze
SUeSaUed WR mRYe RXW.

µWe didn¶W VWand WheUe and giYe media inWeUYieZV, UighW?¶ I Vmiled.
µSWill, Singh cRXld haYe menWiRned XV. We liWeUall\ VRlYed Whe enWiUe

caVe fRU him.¶
'NRW imSRUWanW' I Vaid.

I cRXld Well he had VRmeWhing bRWWled XS. EYeU Vince RameVh¶V aUUeVW, he
hadn¶W VhRZn an\ emRWiRn aW all. IW ZRUUied me a liWWle. He hadn¶W eYen
cXUVed RameVh, Whe man ZhR killed hiV lad\-lRYe. InVWead, he VSRke Rf
geWWing cUediW and media menWiRnV aV if WhaW ZaV all Whe caVe ZaV WR him.

µGRlX, aUe \RX Rka\, like Ueall\ Rka\?¶
µWhaW dR \RX mean? I am gUeaW.¶
µYRX haYen'W UeacWed mXch.'

µRameVh Xncle did iW. We gRW him. AnRWheU mXUdeU caVe VRlYed. GRRd.'
'YRX didn¶W Va\ an\Whing WR him.'
µHe iV in jail. WhaW iV WheUe WR Va\?¶

µThe man ZhR mXUdeUed Whe lRYe Rf \RXU life. YRX didn¶W feel an\Whing
Zhen \RX meW him? Rage? AngeU?¶

µI felW UeYXlViRn. I felW Vick. MRVWl\, I felW UelieYed Ze had him. ThaW¶V
Whe Whing abRXW ZRUking Rn a caVe. AfWeU a Zhile, Whe emRWiRn gReV aZa\.
IW¶V jXVW a SURblem WR VRlYe. We VRlYed iW. DRne, mRYe Rn.¶

SaXUabh VWRRd XS UeVWleVVl\. I nRWiced he had nRW WRXched Whe BRXUbRn
biVcXiWV in fURnW Rf him, Zhich ZaV highl\ XnXVXal. He Sicked XS VRme
bRRkV fURm a Vhelf and SXW Whem in a caUdbRaUd bR[.

µYRX VSRke WR Whe mRYeUV?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µYeV. Ne[W WedneVda\' I Vaid.

SaXUabh filled Whe bR[ ZiWh bRRkV. Then he VaW Rn Whe VRfa and VWaUed
blankl\ RXW Whe ZindRZ.
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µLRRk aW hRZ mXch Whe famil\ lRVW. PUeUna. Adi. And nRZ RameVh
Xncle' SaXUabh Vaid.

µYeV, WUagic' I Vaid.
µI XVed WR imagine all Rf XV, Whe MalhRWUaV and I, haYing dinneU WRgeWheU

in WheiU dining URRm. LRWV Rf laXghWeU, fRRd and PXnjabi fXn. NRbRd\ Zill
laXgh in WhaW hRXVe an\mRUe.¶

I nRdded.
µI WhRXghW I ZRXld SXnch RameVh Xncle in Whe face. BXW I VaZ hiV Zife

and mRWheU. I jXVW felW Vad fRU Whe famil\ inVWead. Wh\?'
µIW¶V naWXUal. YRX aUe aWWached WR Whem. I feel bad WRR.¶
'ThaW¶V Zh\ I didn¶W laVh RXW aW him. OU feel like celebUaWing afWeU

VRlYing Whe caVe.¶
µI XndeUVWand.¶

µI almRVW feel like meeWing Whe UeVW Rf Whe famil\. TR cRnVRle Whem.¶
µThen \RX VhRXld.¶

µI dRn¶W knRZ ZhaW Neelam aXnW\ WhinkV Rf me nRZ. HRZ dR I face
Maaji?'

µJXVW Sa\ Whem a YiViW. If \RXU heaUW Va\V VR, dR iW. I Zill cRme ZiWh \RX
if \RX ZanW.¶

SaXUabh lRRked aW me, VXUSUiVed.
µHeaUW? YRX aUe Walking abRXW heaUW, bhai?¶

µYeV. I UealiVe WheUe¶V nR SRinW liYing life like a machine. HXmanV haYe
emRWiRnV. YRX dR. I dR. One can¶W den\ Whem fRUeYeU.¶
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The\ didn¶W kick XV RXW RU eYen VcUeam aW XV. A VXbdXed BindX

anVZeUed Whe dRRU and leW XV in. SaXUabh and I ViSSed cRffee Zhile Vhe ZenW
XSVWaiUV and came back ZiWh Anjali and Neelam.

All Rf XV nRZ VaW like VWaWXeV. NRbRd\ Vaid a ZRUd. SaXUabh bURke Whe
Vilence.

µWe jXVW came b\ WR check if \RX gX\V ZeUe Rka\.¶
'EYeU\Whing iV UXined, and \RX aVk if Ze aUe Rka\?¶ Neelam Vaid.

µI am VRUU\, Neelam aXnW\.¶
µWhaW did \RX geW RXW Rf WhiV, Well me WhaW? ThiV iV jXVWice? M\ hXVband

iV in jail. I dRn¶W knRZ ZhaW WR Well hiV mRWheU. She haV alUead\ lRVW heU RWheU
VRn.¶

SaXUabh and I hXng RXU headV.
µGR Rn, BindX, cRngUaWXlaWe Whem. The\ VRlYed \RXU daXghWeU¶V mXUdeU.

The\ aUe heUReV. Make bXWWeU chicken fRUWhem. Wh\ aUen¶W \RX
celebUaWing?¶ Neelam Vaid.

BindX and Anjali ga]ed aW Whe flRRU aV Zell.
'I UaiVed WhaW giUl,¶ Neelam Vaid. µI cleaned heU, fed heU, WaXghW heU and

lRYed heU. YRXU VeeUji Said fRU eYeU\Whing, gaYe heU an edXcaWiRn and made
heU dR VRmeWhing ZRUWh\ in life. NR maWWeU ZhaW an\Rne Va\V, he ZaV heU
faWheU. SR ZhaW if he aVked heU fRU a lRan? Which faWheU in WURXble Zill nRW
aVk hiV RZn child?¶ Neelam Vaid.

µHe didn¶W haYe WR kill heU,¶ SaXUabh Vaid in a VRfW YRice.
µYRX VaZ him kill heU? Tell me. Did \RX Vee him kill heU?¶ Neelam

WXUned WR him aggUeVViYel\.
SaXUabh did nRW UeVSRnd.

µYRX ZenW XS WR Whe WeUUace WhaW nighW. YRX cRXld haYe killed heU. Wh\
didn¶W Whe SRlice Wake \RX?¶

µThe SRlice haYe Whe eYidence, Neelam aXnW\,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µIV WhiV Zh\ \RX came heUe WR RXU hRXVe? TR hXmiliaWe XV?¶ Neelam

Vaid. SaXUabh didn'W anVZeU. Neelam VWRRd XS and came WR me ZiWh fRlded
handV.

µPleaVe, leaYe XV alRne nRZ. YRX haYe deVWUR\ed eYeU\Whing' Vhe Vaid.
µDidn¶W Ze all ZanW jXVWice?¶ SaXUabh Vaid. µBindX aXnW\? Anjali?¶

BindX ZenW XS WR Neelam and held heU handV.
µHRZ ZRXld I haYe knRZn iW iV VeeUji? YRX knRZ ZhaW he meanV WR

me.¶
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µGeW lRVW, biWch. ThiV iV all becaXVe Rf \RX. RameVh ji did eYeU\Whing fRU
\RX. YRX and \RXU baVWaUd daXghWeUV.¶

µNeelam aXnW\!¶ Anjali VcUeamed. HeU e\eV ZeUe VcUXnched aV Vhe
glaUed aW Neelam.

µWhaW aUe \RX lRRking aW me like WhaW fRU? BRWh Rf \RX ZenW WR WheVe
deWecWiYeV and Whe SRlice. RameVh ji had VRUWed RXW eYeU\Whing. YRX
deVWUR\ed iW.'

µI had WR make VXUe Whe SeUVRn ZhR killed m\ ViVWeU ZaV SXniVhed.¶
µYRX ZanW WR knRZ ZhR iV being SXniVhed? Me. Did I kill heU? NR. SR

Zh\ am I geWWing SXniVhed?¶
I VXSSRVe Vhe had Whe UighW WR YenW. HeU life had been WXUned XSVide

dRZn.
µI am VRUU\, Neelam aXnW\. I XndeUVWand hRZ \RX feel,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µNRWhing \RX XndeUVWand,¶ Neelam Vaid. In a hXff, Vhe lefW Whe liYing

URRm and ZenW XSVWaiUV.
µPleaVe dRn¶W mind Neelam bhabhi. She iV Ueall\ diVWUeVVed,¶ BindX Vaid

afWeU a SaXVe.
µI can imagine,' SaXUabh Vaid.
I nRdded aV Zell.

µOXU famil\ ZaV eYeU\Whing WR XV. IW iV all deVWUR\ed,¶ BindX Vaid.
µRameVh Xncle killed PUeUna, Ma. PleaVe blame him fRU WhiV deVWUXcWiRn

UaWheU Whan making WheVe WZR feel gXilW\,¶ Anjali Vaid.
µWhen did I dR WhaW?¶ BindX Vaid.

µB\ gRing Rn and Rn. RameVh Xncle iV in jail. He killed m\ ViVWeU. YRXU
daXghWeU. And if WheVe WZR ZeUen¶W WheUe, he ZRXld haYe gRWWen aZa\ ZiWh
iW.¶

µYeV, I knRZ,¶ BindX Vaid, µand I RZe \RX bRWh fRU WhaW. Thank \RX,
KeVhaY and SaXUabh.¶

µYRX dRn¶W haYe WR Whank XV,¶ I Vaid.
µWh\ nRW?¶ Anjali Vaid. µEnRXgh iV enRXgh. We aUe a d\VfXncWiRnal

famil\ WU\ing WR keeS XS aSSeaUanceV. InVide, Ze aUe Uead\ WR kill each
RWheU. DReVn¶W Wake aZa\ fURm ZhaW \RX did fRU XV.¶

µThank \RX,¶I Vaid.
µWe VhRXld be Whanking \RX' Anjali Vaid. 'If WheUe¶V an\ Za\ Ze can eYeU

UeSa\ \RX, SleaVe leW me knRZ.¶
µNR, iW¶V fine,¶ I Vaid. µWe aUe jXVW haSS\ iW'V RYeU. HRSe PUeUna¶V VRXl iV

in Seace.¶
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SaXUabh biW hiV lRZeU liS, SeUhaSV WU\ing WR fighW back WeaUV.
µYRX haYe a deWecWiYe agenc\, UighW? ThiV iV ZRUk fRU \RX. Ma, Ze

VhRXld giYe Whem VRmeWhing fRU WhiV,¶ Anjali Vaid.
µNR,¶ SaXUabh Vaid and ZaYed hiV handV YigRURXVl\. He VWRRd XS. µWe

jXVW came WR check Rn \RX gX\V. NRWhing elVe. I dRn¶W ZanW an\Whing. Like
KeVhaY Vaid, if m\ PUeUna iV in Seace, iW iV mRUe Whan enRXgh.¶

µTUXe,¶ I Vaid, and VWRRd XS aV Zell. AlWhRXgh, if Whe\ had giYen me a
cheTXe aW WhaW mRmenW, I ZRXld haYe Waken iW.

µI haYe VRme VaYingV. Ma mighW haYe VRmeWhing WRR. We cRXld²¶
Anjali Vaid, bXW SaXUabh inWeUUXSWed heU.

µPleaVe, dRn¶W embaUUaVV XV. We dRn¶W ZanW an\Whing. In facW, Ze beWWeU
leaYe. We haYe WR mRYe RXW Rf RXU Slace in fiYe da\V. A lRW Rf Sacking WR be
dRne.¶

SaXUabh had fRXnd an aSaUWmenW in GXUgaRn and Vigned Whe leaVe. I VWill
hadn¶W finaliVed an\Whing and Slanned WR VWa\ in an O\R RRRmV neaU Whe
Rffice fRU a Zhile. M\ famil\ ZaV being deVWUR\ed aV Zell.

Anjali Zalked SaXUabh and me RXW Rf Whe hRXVe. EYen aW 8 in Whe
eYening, Whe lane RXWVide ZaV deVRlaWe, SiWch daUk and chill\. SaXUabh
bRRked XV a cab, Zhich ended XS aUUiYing in Whe SaUallel lane.

µI Zill jXVW gR find him. DUiYeUV alZa\V geW cRnfXVed heUe,¶ SaXUabh
Vaid.

Anjali and I ZaWched SaXUabh Zalk aZa\ WR lRcaWe Whe cab.
µThank \RX Rnce again, KeVhaY,¶ Anjali Vaid, heU e\eV meeWing mine.
µYRX¶Ue ZelcRme,¶ I Vaid. I keSW e\e cRnWacW fRU a feZ VecRndV lRngeU

Whan I VhRXld haYe. µI¶ll miVV \RX,¶ I Vaid.
I had Vaid VRmeWhing emRWiRnal like WhiV WR VRmeRne afWeU \eaUV. I did

feel VRmeWhing fRU heU. I ZRXld miVV WhiV giUl ZiWh Whe VcUaZn\ figXUe and
meVV\ haiU Whe mRVW fURm MalhRWUa HRXVe. Of cRXUVe, m\ beVW fUiend ZRXld
fliS if I gaYe in WR WhRVe feelingV, and I cRXldn¶W affRUd WR annR\ him an\
mRUe.

µI¶ll miVV \RX WRR, KeVhaY,' Anjali Vaid. I cRXld Well WhiV ZaV UaUe fRU heU.
Like me, Vhe didn¶W like WR e[SUeVV heU emRWiRnV mXch eiWheU. She ZRUe a
ZhiWe flannel VhiUW ZiWh blXe SinVWUiSeV. IW flXWWeUed in Whe ZinWeU bUee]e. She
VhiYeUed a liWWle.

µYRX¶Ue nRW ZeaUing an\Whing ZaUm, \RX VhRXld gR back inVide,¶ I Vaid.
µIW¶V Rka\. I¶ll ZaiW heUe ZiWh \RX XnWil \RXU cab aUUiYeV,¶ Anjali Vaid and

Vmiled. She faVWened Whe WRS bXWWRn Rf heU VhiUW.
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I UemRYed m\ hRRdie and handed iW WR heU.
µWhaW abRXW \RX?¶ Vhe Vaid.

µIW¶V Rka\. I haYe WhiV,' I Vaid, and SXlled aW Whe halfVleeYe gUe\ VZeaWeU I
ZRUe WR ZRUk.

µThankV,' Vhe Vaid, dUaSing Whe hRRdie RYeU heU VhRXldeUV. µSince I¶m
SaUW Rf VXch a fXcked-XS famil\, \RX mXVW Whink I¶m SUeWW\ fXcked-XS WRR.¶

µNRW aW all,' I Vaid.
µI nRWiced hRZ \RX alZa\V aYRid me,¶ Anjali Vaid ZiWhRXW a Vmile.

µThaW¶V nRW WUXe,¶ I Vaid.
µOh, Ueall\? Tell me hRneVWl\, aUen¶W \RX alZa\V in a hXUU\ WR cXW Whe call

RU end a chaW?¶
I VTXaUed m\ VhRXldeUV.

µWell... \RX¶Ue nRW ZURng. BXW iW'V nRW becaXVe \RXU famil\ iV fXcked-XS
RU ZhaWeYeU.'

µThen?'
µNRWhing,¶ I Vaid. I lRRked WR Whe lefW and WR Whe UighW, VWalling b\

SUeWending WR be checking ZheWheU SaXUabh had fRXnd Whe cab.
µCRme Rn, \RX can Well me.¶
µLeaYe iW, Anjali.¶
µWh\? Wh\ can¶W \RX Well me? I dRn¶W eYen knRZ if Ze Zill eYeU meeW

again.'
I lRRked aW heU. HeU e\eV, filled ZiWh eaUneVWneVV, ZeUe WUained Rn me.
µTZR UeaVRnV. One, becaXVe SaXUabh haV banned cRnWacW ZiWh \RX.¶

µWhaW? Wh\?¶
µBecaXVe \RX aUe famil\ RU ZhaWeYeU. And he WhinkV I Rnl\ hRRk XS ZiWh

ZRmen fRU caVXal Ve[. He iV nRW ZURng, acWXall\; I Rnl\ meeW ZRmen Rn
TindeU.¶

µOka\, WhaW¶V VRmeWhing I did nRW knRZ.¶
µNRZ \RX dR. ³Anjali iV Rff-limiWV´ iV ZhaW he WRld me' I Vaid. I didn¶W

Well heU he had alVR WRld me µfind VRmeRne elVe WR fXck¶ in Rne Rf hiV angU\
mRRdV.

µI¶m Rff-limiWV? ThaW¶V UidicXlRXV. I dRn¶W geW WR haYe a Va\ in iW?¶
I VhUXgged.
µHe ZaV damn XSVeW Zhen he VaZ XV ViWWing like WhaW Rn WhaW bench aW Whe

engagemenW.¶
µOh, WhaW da\' Anjali Vaid. µWe ZeUe jXVW high.¶
I VmiUked.
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µWhaW¶V Whe VecRnd UeaVRn?¶ Anjali Vaid.
µSaXUabh VhRXld be heUe VRRn, \RX Ueall\ mXVW gR inVide. IW¶V cRld' I

Vaid.
µDRn¶W aYRid Whe TXeVWiRn, KeVhaY.¶
I Vighed. I lRRked inWR heU bURZn e\eV.

µThe VecRnd UeaVRn iV, I'm VcaUed. I acWXall\ like \RX. I dRn¶W Vee \RX
like I dR WhRVe giUlV Rn TindeU. I alZa\V kneZ if I VSRke WR \RX WRR mXch, I
ZRXld be dUaZn WR \RX.'

µYRX¶Ue VR chicken?¶ Vaid Anjali, cURVVing Rne aUm RYeU Whe RWheU.
µYRX¶Ue Rff-limiWV' I UeSeaWed. I SRinWed aW Whe caU headlighWV in Whe

diVWance. The cab aUUiYed ZiWh SaXUabh in iW, and I enWeUed Whe Yehicle.
SaXUabh URlled dRZn hiV ZindRZ and ZaYed gRRdb\e WR Anjali.

The UbeU lefW A BlRck behind and came RXW RnWR Whe main URad.
µWhaW ZeUe \RX Walking WR Anjali abRXW?¶ SaXUabh Vaid. The VchRRl

SUinciSal ZaV back.
µWhaW?¶

µI VaZ \RX gX\V fURm Whe caU. YRX ZeUe deeS in cRnYeUVaWiRn.¶
µNRWhing. She ZanWed WR knRZ ZhaW haSSenV ne[W.¶ µAV in?¶

µOn Whe caVe fURnW. I WRld heU Whe SRlice Zill fUame a chaUge VheeW, Zhile
RameVh and Khanna Zill WU\ fRU bail. IV WhaW Rka\?¶

µOka\, aV in?¶
µLike, iV iW Rka\ if I VSRke WR heU abRXW WhaW Zhile I ZaiWed fRU \RX? DR

\RX aSSURYe, ViU?' I Vaid in a VaUcaVWic WRne.
ASaUW fURm hiV aWWemSWV WR cRnWURl m\ inWeUacWiRnV ZiWh Anjali, I ZaV

alVR iUUiWaWed ZiWh SaXUabh¶V lack Rf gUaWiWXde. I had helSed him SXW hiV
fiancee¶V killeU behind baUV. One µWhankV¶, ma\be? NR. SiU Rnl\ ZanWV WR
knRZ if I haYe called Whe mRYeUV \eW RU aVk hRZ daUe I chaW ZiWh Anjali fRU
WhUee minXWeV.

µWhaW aSSURYe? I dRn¶W caUe, man. HRZ dReV iW eYen maWWeU nRZ?¶
SaXUabh Vaid.

µCan \RX SleaVe clRVe \RXU ZindRZ? I am fUee]ing,¶ I Vaid.
µYRX ZRXldn¶W be if \RX hadn¶W lefW \RXU jackeW behind ZiWh heU,¶

SaXUabh Vaid.
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CKDSWHU 52
I la\ in bed, Xnable WR VleeS. Anjali¶V ZRUdV keSW cRming back WR me.

She had accXVed me Rf chickening RXW. Did I hRld m\Velf back becaXVe Rf
SaXUabh? OU becaXVe I ZaV afUaid WR like heU? An\Za\, I cRXld aSSURach heU
nRZ, UighW? SaXUabh Vaid he didn'W caUe.

M\ ShRne Singed. I lifWed iW XS in Whe daUkneVV. The VcUeen¶V glRZ hiW
m\ face.

Anjali had meVVaged me. I checked Whe Wime: 1 a.m. WaV Vhe Whinking Rf
me aV Zell?

'YRX lefW \RXU jackeW.¶
I'll cRllecW iW laWeU. OU keeS iW. I haYe SlenW\ Rf hRRdieV,¶ I UeSlied.

'Thank \RX.¶
'IW¶V Rka\.'
'Thank \RX fRU eYeU\Whing, acWXall\.'
µYRX aUe mRVW ZelcRme �¶
'NRW VleeSing?'
'NRW VleeS\.¶

µSame heUe. GRing nRZ. Am VXUe \RXU TXRWa RfchaW ZiWh Rff-limiWV
Anjali haV e[SiUed. GRRdnighW.¶

I VaW XS in bed. WiWh a Vmile Rn m\ face, I W\Sed back:
'NR TXRWa. Onl\ Velf-UeVWUainW.¶
µYRX aUe afUaid Rf liking me?¶

'NRW jXVW liking \RX. AfUaid Rf liking \RX WRR mXch and nRW knRZing
ZhaW WR dR ZiWh iW.¶

'AV in?¶
'WhaW am I VXSSRVed WR dR if I like \RX a lRW? DR I Well \RX? DR I aVk

\RX RXW?¶
'YeV and \eV.¶
µHRZ?¶

'Well, hRZ abRXW: I find \RX inWeUeVWing, Anjali, ZanW WR hang RXW?¶
'ThaW¶V nRW ZhaW I meanW. I knRZ hRZ WR aVk. BXW ZiWh SaXUabh and Whe

famil\ backdURS... DRn¶W knRZ.¶
'NR famil\ backdURS nRZ. The Zedding, Whe caVe, iW¶V all RYeU. SR WhaW¶V

nR lRngeU an e[cXVe.¶
µWhaW abRXW SaXUabh¶V feelingV?' µIVn¶W he mRYing RXW?¶

Anjali We[Wed.
'HRZ dR \RX knRZ WhaW?¶
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'BecaXVe he keeSV menWiRning iW. And \RX jXVW ViW WheUe ZiWh a VXllen
face. I nRWice WhingV WRR, MU DeWecWiYe !

I UeSlied ZiWh a Vmile\ emRji. She did nRW UeSl\ immediaWel\. I cRXld Vee
Vhe ZaV VWill Rnline.

FiYe minXWeV laWeU, I gaWheUed Whe gXWV WR Vend heU a meVVage.
µI find \RX inWeUeVWing, Anjali, ZanW WR hang RXW?¶
She UeSlied immediaWel\.
µBRld mRYe, miVWeU.¶
'YRX dRn¶W haYe WR Va\ \eV.¶
µRela[, Ze can hang RXW. I like \RX aV Zell.¶

'I jXVW Vaid I find \RX inWeUeVWing, I didn¶W Va\ like,¶ I UeSlied.
'Oh, Ueall\. We Zill Vee abRXW WhaW. When?¶
'AfWeU ZRUk VRmeda\?¶

µI fUeelance. NR afWeU-ZRUk aV VXch fRU me. I can meeW an\Wime,¶ Vhe
UeSlied, fRllRZed b\ WhUee laXghWeU emRjiV.

I RSened m\ Rffice calendaU Rn m\ ShRne. I didn¶W haYe a bXV\ Zeek. I
didn¶W eYen feel like gRing WR ZRUk WhaW da\.

'DR \RX ZanW WR cRme hRme fRU lXnch WRda\?¶ I Vaid. 'We can RUdeU fURm
RXWVide.¶

µHRme?¶ Anjali UeSlied.
µYeV, MalYi\a NagaU.¶
µYRX dRn¶W haYe ZRUk?¶
µI can ZRUk fURm hRme,¶ I We[Wed.

I cRXld Vee Whe µW\Sing...¶ cRme Rn and Rff a cRXSle Rf WimeV Rn m\
WhaWVASS. WRXld Vhe agUee WR cRme hRme? OU ZRXld Vhe UefXVe? I felW I
VhRXld giYe heU Whe chRice.

'OU Ze can meeW RXWVide,¶ I W\Sed.
'NR, hRme iV fine. I Zill bUing m\ laSWRS. HaYe WR finiVh an aUWicle. We

can bRWh ZRUk WRgeWheU.¶
'SRXndV gUeaW. 11 ?¶ I Vaid.
µSXUe. See \RX. GRRdnighW, MU DeWecWiYe.¶

'GRRdnighW, MV AcWiYiVW-jRXUnaliVW,¶ I UeSlied, adding a feZ µ]]]¶ emRjiV.
µI¶m nRW cRming WR Rffice. I Whink I haYe feYeU,¶ I Vaid.
SaXUabh VWRRd aW Whe dRRU Rf m\ bedURRm. He ZaV in a VXiW, Zhich Ze

ZRUe Zhen Ze had clienW meeWingV.
µYRX Veemed fine laVW nighW' SaXUabh Vaid, lRRking dRZn aW hiV ShRne aV

he bRRked a cab WR gR WR ZRUk.
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µYeah, caXghW a cRld' I Vaid.
µKeeS diVWUibXWing \RXU jackeWV. WhaW elVe Zill haSSen?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µShe ZaV VhiYeUing. I gaYe iW WR heU fRU WZR minXWeV. I fRUgRW²¶
µYeV, ZhaWeYeU, fRUgeW iW. Cab iV aUUiYing in fRXU minXWeV. YRX cRming RU

nRW?¶
I cRXghed WZice and faked a Vnee]e. µCan \RX Well JacRb I Zill ZRUk

fURm hRme?¶
SaXUabh VhXW Whe dRRU haUd behind him.
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CKDSWHU 53
The dRRUbell Uang aW 11.15.1 RSened Whe dRRU.

µHi' Vhe Vaid and Vmiled.
She had a hiSVWeU lRRk WRda\. UndeUneaWh a leaWheU jackeW, Vhe ZRUe a

black VSagheWWi Wank WRS and fUa\ed denim VhRUWV. HeU big backSack lRRked
enRUmRXV Rn heU. If iW ZeUen¶W fRU heU chXnk\ R[idi]ed VilYeU jeZelleU\ and
meVVed-XS haiU, \RX¶d Whink Vhe ZaV a highVchRRl VWXdenW gRing fRU WXiWiRnV.

She ZRUe a necklace made Rf leaWheU VWUandV.
µSRUU\, am I inaSSURSUiaWel\ dUeVVed fRU \RXU genWUified cRlRn\?¶ Vhe

Vaid aV Vhe caXghW me VWaUing aW heU SlXnging neckline.
µHXh? NR. And SleaVe cRme in.¶

She lRRked aURXnd Whe flaW; mRVW Rf RXU VWXff had been Sacked aZa\.
I Vaid, µTea? CRffee?¶

µBeeU?¶ Vhe Vaid, UemRYing heU jackeW. WiWh jXVW Whe Wank WRS Rn, I cRXld
Vee a SRUWiRn Rf a WaWWRR Rn Whe Vide Rf heU cheVW. IW Veemed WR be VRme
leWWeUV.

µOh' I Vaid. µSXUe.¶
I gaYe heU a bRWWle Rf BiUa fURm Whe fUidge.

She RSened heU backSack and SXlled RXW a hand-URlled cigaUeWWe.
µWanW Rne?¶ Vhe Vaid.

µA biW eaUl\ fRU me, fUankl\' I Vaid and Vmiled. She Zalked WR Whe liYing
URRm ZindRZ and RSened iW. She liW heU cigaUeWWe and WRRk VeYeUal SXffV,
SaXVing WR ViS heU beeU in-beWZeen.

I WUied nRW WR VWaUe aW heU. HeU big e\eV and high cheekbRneV alZa\V
Veemed WR haYe a ZeiUd effecW Rn me. Being alRne ZiWh heU aW m\ Slace, Whe
effecW ZaV Wen WimeV mRUe. I RSened m\ C\beUSafe SiWch SUeVenWaWiRn
inVWead, Zhich ZaV jXVW abRXW aV e[ciWing aV Ue-aS-Sl\ing fRU a lRVW AadhaaU
caUd.

µBXV\?¶ Vhe Vaid, Veeing me VWaUing aW m\ laSWRS VcUeen.
µNRW Ueall\. ThiV iV dXe WRda\. ThRXghW I ZRXld finiVh iW TXickl\ and

Vend iW' I Vaid. µYRX haYe ZRUk WRR, UighW?¶
µYeV, I beWWeU finiVh m\ aUWicle. I¶Ye been ViWWing Rn iW all Zeek' Vhe Vaid,

Waking a big ViS Rf beeU. She Slaced heU backSack Rn Whe dining Wable and
WRRk RXW heU laSWRS. FRU Whe ne[W hRXU RU VR, Whe genWle WaS Rf ke\V ZaV Whe
Rnl\ VRXnd in Whe URRm.

I finiVhed Whe SiWch and emailed iW WR JacRb. I VWUeWched m\ aUmV.
µDRne' I Vaid.
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µWRZ, \RX ZRUk a lRW' Anjali Vaid.
µFiniVhed nRZ. LeW¶V RUdeU lXnch?¶

µSXUe. AUe Ze allRZed WR eaW iW WRgeWheU, WhRXgh? OU dR Ze eaW aW RXU
deVkV, ViU?¶

I laXghed and came WR Whe dining Wable fURm ZheUe I¶d been ViWWing Rn
Whe VRfa.

µI WhRXghW \RX ZanWed WR meeW and ZRUk WRgeWheU' I Vaid and fliSSed
WhURXgh Whe UbeUEaWV aSS.

µAnd I WhRXghW \RX ZanWed WR hang RXW' Vhe Vaid.
µSRUU\. I¶m fUee WR hang RXW nRZ. ChineVe?¶ I Vaid.

µNRRdleV alZa\V ZRUkV. DR \RX haYe mRUe beeU?¶ Vhe Vaid, and VhRRk
heU emSW\ bRWWle in m\ face.

I RUdeUed fRRd fURm ChinabR[ and keSW m\ ShRne Rn Whe dining Wable. I
WRRk RXW WZR bRWWleV Rf BiUa fURm Whe fUidge, Rne fRU each Rf XV.

We mRYed WR Whe VRfa. I Slaced m\ feeW Rn Whe cRffee Wable. I ZaV
ZeaUing VhRUWV and a ZRUkRXW T-VhiUW. I WRRk a ViS Rf beeU. I cRXld geW XVed
WR ZRUking fURm hRme, I WhRXghW.

Anjali WRRk a ViS Rf heU dUink aV Zell.
µPeacefXl WR be heUe. ThingV aW hRme aUe VWill URXgh' Anjali Vaid.

I nRdded.
µNeelam aXnW\ dReVn¶W Walk WR m\ mRWheU RU me' Anjali Vaid.

µHRZ¶V Maaji? YRX gX\V haYe WRld heU eYeU\Whing?¶ She
VhRRk heU head.

µShe WhinkV RameVh Xncle iV in AmUiWVaU. ThaW¶V ZhaW Neelam aXnW\ WRld
heU. EYen m\ mRWheU ZRn¶W Well heU Whe WUXWh.¶

µIW ZaV in Whe SaSeUV' I Vaid.
µMaaji dReVn¶W Uead Whem.'

µSRmeRne Zill Well heU. Maid, neighbRXU, VRmeRne. ThaW Zill be ZRUVe' I
Vaid, UaiVing m\ bRWWle WR m\ liSV.

µThaW¶V e[acWl\ ZhaW I WRld Whem. The\ didn¶W agUee. Hell, Maaji dReVn¶W
eYen knRZ heU daXghWeU BindX haV kidV. NR, eYeU\Rne VWill ZanWV WR hide
WhingV' Anjali Vaid. She finiVhed heU VecRnd beeU and SlRnked Whe bRWWle Rn
Whe Wable.

'HaYe mRUe?¶ Vhe Vaid.
'BeeU iV RYeU. I dR haYe VRme YRdka.¶
µAn\Whing' Vhe Vaid.
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I bURXghW a bRWWle Rf AbVRlXW MandUin fURm Whe kiWchen, alRng ZiWh WZR
glaVVeV and a caUWRn Rf RUange jXice.

µI dRn¶W need Whe jXice' Anjali Vaid.
She SRXUed WZR laUge SegV Rf YRdka inWR Whe glaVVeV.
'GR VlRZ... WhiV iVn¶W beeU' I Vaid.
She laXghed.

µRela[' Anjali Vaid and WRRk a ViS. µI ZRn¶W geW dUXnk.¶
I Vmiled.

'Wh\ dR \RX lRRk aW me like WhaW?¶ Vhe Vaid, caWching me VWaUing aW heU.
µNRWhing' I Vaid.

She UemRYed heU leaWheU bRRWV and VZXng heU legV RnWR Whe Wable. HeU
denim VhRUWV climbed heU XSSeU WhighV aV heU VlendeU legV VWUeWched RXW
alRng mine, RXU baUe feeW Rn Whe Wable.

µYRX alZa\V lRRk aW me, and When SUeWend nRW WR haYe been lRRking aW
me. Wh\ dReV iW haYe WR be WhaW Za\?¶ Vhe Vaid.

'I WRld \RX Zh\.¶
'EYen nRZ? YRXU fUiend iV faU aZa\ in a cXbicle in GXUgaRn, UighW?¶

µYeV' I Vaid.
µWh\ dRn¶W \RX lRRk aW me?¶

I lRRked aW heU. She lRRked meVV\ and beaXWifXl aW Whe Vame Wime. The
deViUe WR SXll heU WR me ZaV mRnVWURXV. The WenViRn Rf Whe SaVW feZ mRnWhV,
being alRne ZiWh heU in Whe Vame URRm, and Whe alcRhRl²a liWWle YRice in m\
head Vaid: µKiVV heU, kiVV heU ...¶ I UeViVWed Whe XUge and Sicked XS Whe YRdka
inVWead.

TeaUV Uan dRZn heU cheekV. HeU VlendeU handV and heU glaVV began WR
TXiYeU.

µAUe \RX Rka\, Anjali?¶ I Vaid.
She nRdded and Vniffled WR fighW back heU VRbV.

µYRX aUe nRW Rka\' I Vaid. I ZRndeUed ZhaW WR dR ne[W. M\ mind Uaced
WhURXgh Whe RSWiRnV. MRYe clRVeU WR heU and hXg heU? TRR mXch. HRld heU
handV? AZkZaUd, Zhen Vhe had Whem in heU laS. GiYe heU a WiVVXe? Oka\,
\eV, I cRXld dR WhaW. I ZenW XS WR Whe dining Wable and UeWXUned ZiWh a bR[ Rf
WiVVXeV.

µThankV' Vhe Vaid. She ZiSed heU e\eV. A biW Rf heU maVcaUa came Rn Whe
WiVVXe, leaYing black maUkV.

I VaW dRZn again and Slaced m\ legV back Rn Whe cRffee Wable. ThiV Wime,
m\ feeW bXmSed inWR heUV a liWWle. The WRXch Rf heU WReV Rn mine VenW mild
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elecWUic VSaUkV XS m\ bRd\. I VhifWed m\ feeW a biW WR Whe UighW WR aYRid
cRnWacW.

µMa\ I aVk Zh\ \RX aUe cU\ing?11 Vaid.
µI am a Yillain in m\ RZn fXcking hRXVe' Anjali Vaid. µFRU jXVW helSing

find RXW ZhR killed m\ ViVWeU.¶
µYRX aUe nRW a Yillain, Anjali' I Vaid.

She fRlded heU legV and ZUaSSed heU aUmV aURXnd heU kneeV.
µThe\ feel I VhRXld haYe Uemained TXieW and VXSSRUWed RameVh Xncle.

KeSW VRme fXck-all famil\ hRnRXU. ThRXghW abRXW cRnVeTXenceV. AV if
WhaW¶V all WhaW fXcking maWWeUV' Anjali Vaid. She bURke dRZn again. I
Uemained VilenW aV Vhe cRmSRVed heUVelf. She VSRke again.

µI came fURm Whe US WR find a VWable famil\ and m\ URRWV. RameVh Xncle
felW like Whe SaWUiaUch, Whe faWheU figXUe ZhR ZRXld SURWecW XV all. FRU a Zhile
he did, RU aW leaVW I WhRXghW VR. And nRZ WhiV. IV eYeU\ Whing jXVW a facade?¶
Anjali Vaid, fighWing back WeaUV.

I gaYe a genWle nRd in VXSSRUW. She cRnWinXed.
µLeVV Whan WZR mRnWhV. ThaW¶V iW. ThaW¶V all I had a ViVWeU fRU, Rfficiall\.

ThaW¶V Whe lengWh Rf Wime PUeUna and I bRWh kneZ Ze ZeUe ViVWeUV. She geWV
mXUdeUed, and Ze VhRXld haYe dRne nRWhing abRXW iW? JXVW becaXVe VRmeRne
fURm Whe famil\ ma\ haYe dRne iW?¶

µYRX did Whe UighW Whing' I Vaid.
µI didn¶W eYen dR mXch. All I Vaid iV, Ze mXVW keeS WU\ing. IW iV \RX gX\V

ZhR did iW. YRX did iW KeVhaY, \RX.¶
µThankV. I am haSS\ Ze cRXld helS' I Vaid.

She ZiSed heU e\eV ZiWh a fUeVh WiVVXe and cRmSRVed heUVelf. She WRRk a
big ViS Rf YRdka. µBXW lRRk aW hRZ Whe\ WUeaWed \RX gX\V. FRUgeW WhankV,
Whe\ inVXlWed \RX. RameVh Xncle did, Rf cRXUVe. EYen Neelam aXnW\ nRZ.¶

µThe UeacWiRn iV XndeUVWandable, Anjali' I Vaid. µBXW aV lRng aV Whe killeU
iV in jail, Ze aUe haSS\.¶

Anjali VhRRk heU head.
µHe¶V WU\ing hiV beVW WR cRme RXW. YRX knRZ WhaW, UighW?¶

µOn bail?¶
µYeV.¶

µWiWh hiV cRnnecWiRnV, he cRXld geW bail. BXW bail dReVn¶W mean he iV
RXW. The caVe Zill be WUied in cRXUW. He Zill geW SXniVhed eYenWXall\' I Vaid.

µI hRSe VR. In WhiV cRXnWU\, an\Whing can haSSen' Anjali Vaid. She
finiVhed heU YRdka and SRXUed heUVelf anRWheU dUink.
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µIW¶V nRW WhaW eaV\ WR geW aZa\, I hRSe' I Vaid. I WRRk a big ViS fURm m\
glaVV. The RUange-flaYRXUed liTXid felW like a fiUeball ZaV gRing dRZn m\
fRRd SiSe and inWR m\ bell\.

Anjali VWRRd XS and ZenW WR Whe ZindRZ. She dUeZ Whe cXUWainV VR WhaW
Whe URRm became daUk. She ZenW WR Whe dining Wable, UXmmaged aURXnd in
heU backSack and came back ZiWh WZR hand-URlled cigaUeWWeV.

µTU\ WheVe, Whe\ aUe VSecial.¶
µJRinW?¶ I Vaid, Waking Rne fURm heU hand.

She nRdded and Vmiled. She WRRk RXW a lighWeU fURm Whe SRckeW Rf heU
denim VhRUWV. She liW Whe jRinW in heU hand and VaW ne[W WR me again.

µDR \RX haYe an\ mXVic?¶ Vhe Vaid, Waking a SXff.
I SXlled RXW a BlXeWRRWh VSeakeU fURm XndeU Whe cRffee Wable.

µI can cRnnecW WhiV WR m\ ShRne.¶
We VWRRd XS and ZenW WR Whe dining Wable.

I RSened Whe mXVic aSS Rn m\ ShRne and SaVVed iW WR heU. She VelecWed I
DRn'W Wanna LiYe FRUeYeU b\ Ta\lRU SZifW and Za\n Malik. She keSW m\
ShRne Rn Whe Wable again. We UeWXUned WR Whe VRfa, WR RXU RUiginal VeaWV. The
VlRZ, VedXcWiYe YRice Rf Za\n and maUijXana VmRke filled Whe URRm.

I dRn'W -Zanna liYe fRUeYeU
'CaXVe I knRZ I Zill be liYing in Yain...
µI lRYe WhiV VRng' Vhe Vaid.
µWhaW ZaV SeaWWle like?¶ I Vaid.
µCRld. BRUing. MXndane.¶

µReall\? I WhRXghW iW ZRXld be e[ciWing. HeadTXaUWeUV Rf MicURVRfW,
SWaUbXckV and Ama]Rn...¶

µMa\be fRU Whe gX\V ZhR UXn WhRVe cRmSanieV. FRU me, iW ZaV mRVWl\
jXVW cRld, Uain\ and miVeUable' Anjali Vaid and laXghed.

She clRVed heU e\eV and VZa\ed WR Whe mXVic.
I jXVW Zanna keeS calling \RXU name
UnWil\RX cRme back hRme...
µWhich albXm?¶ I Vaid.
'FifW\ ShadeV DaUkeU.¶
µThe mRYie? BaVed Rn Whe bRRk?¶

µYeV' Vhe Vaid. µI Uead all WhUee bRRkV in Whe VeUieV. Seen all Whe mRYieV
WRR.¶

The FifW\ ShadeV VeUieV iV a WUilRg\ Rf eURWic nRYelV cRnViVWing Rf FifW\
ShadeV Rf GUe\, FifW\ ShadeV DaUkeU and FifW\ ShadeV FUeed. The VWRU\ iV
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abRXW a \RXng and Uich bXVineVVman, ChUiVWian GUe\ ZhR inWURdXceV hiV
giUlfUiend WR BDSM, RU dRminanW-VXbmiVViYe Ve[Xal acWiYiWieV.

WiWh heU VilYeU bUaceleWV, WaWWRRV and leaWheU jackeW, Anjali cRXld haYe
SaVVed Rff aV a chaUacWeU in FifW\ ShadeV.

T fRXnd iW all WRR ...' I Vaid and SaXVed WR find Whe UighW ZRUd.
µE[SliciW?¶ Anjali Vaid.

µYeV, WhaW fRU VXUe, bXW alVR YiRlenW and SainfXl. Made me
XncRmfRUWable.'

Anjali laXghed.
µAUe \RX VTXeamiVh RU ZhaW? A biW Rf Sain and \RX aUe XncRmfRUWable?¶
µYRX liked Whem? WhaW iV Whe SRinW Rf WhiV dRminance-VXbmiVViRn

Whing?¶
µBDSM meanV diffeUenW WhingV WR diffeUenW SeRSle. The dRminanW likeV

Whe VenVe Rf SRZeU. IW¶V like a high. The VXbmiVViYe likeV Whe cRmSleWe
VXUUendeU²iW feelV like an eVcaSe fURm all UeVSRnVibiliWieV and VWUeVVeV Rf
life. IW¶V RbYiRXVl\ mRUe Whan jXVW Whe Ve[.¶

I VhRRk m\ head.
µI VWill can¶W UelaWe WR iW. The bRRkV ZeUe a fXn RneWime Uead WhRXgh. YRX

Veem WR be mRUe inWR iW.¶
µI am nRW WRWall\ inWR iW. I dRn¶W ZanW WR be beaWen XS, fRU inVWance,¶

Anjali Vaid. µBXW \eV, a dURS Rf Sain makeV iW mRUe e[ciWing, dReVn¶W iW?'
µDReV iW?¶ I Vaid.

µYeV. BXddha Vaid, ³WhaW¶V beWWeU? The mRVTXiWR dReVn¶W biWe \RX aW all,
RU WhaW iW dReV and \RX geW WR VcUaWch iW?´ Think abRXW iW.'

µDeeS,¶ I Vaid, and WRRk a hXge SXff. The Whing ZiWh jRinWV iV WhaW eYeU\
VWaWemenW becRmeV deeS.

µTUXe, WhRXgh?¶
µDid BXddha acWXall\ Va\ WhaW?¶
µInWeUneW Vaid he did.*
µMXVW be WUXe When.¶

BRWh Rf XV laXghed. OXU e\eV meW. She leW heU feeW dURS WR Whe Vide Rn
Whe cRffee Wable. HeU WReV caUeVVed m\ VRleV. I did nRW mRYe m\ feeW aZa\
WhiV Wime. She caUeVVed heU WRe XS and dRZn Rn m\ VRleV, making me Wingl\
and WickliVh aW Whe Vame Wime. The YRdka began WR Wake effecW aV Zell. I VhXW
m\ e\eV. AV I Uela[ed and enjR\ed Whe VenVaWiRn, Vhe jabbed a WRenail haUd
inWR m\ lefW fRRW. I RSened m\ e\eV, VWaUWled.

µOZZ,¶ I Vaid. µWhaW ZaV WhaW?¶
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µPleaVXUe. Pain. Mi[ed. ThaW ZaV a demR.¶
µSRme demR WhaW iV.¶
µNRZ clRVe \RXU e\eV again.¶

I did aV Vhe WRld me. She caUeVVed m\ feeW ZiWh heU WReV again. HRZeYeU,
WhiV Wime Whe anWiciSaWiRn Rf a jab gaYe me heighWened aZaUeneVV. Oka\, I
cRXld Vee Whe SRinW Rf FifW\ ShadeV, alWhRXgh Rnl\ in mild dRVeV.

The VlRZ and Ve[\ YRcalV Rf Whe VRng maWched Whe XnhXUUied Sace aW
Zhich Vhe mRYed heU fingeUV XS m\ legV. ShRXld I RSen m\ e\eV, I
ZRndeUed. Will Vhe VWRS? ShRXld I make heU VWRS? IV WhiV ZURng? Will
SaXUabh aSSURYe? AW WhiV SRinW, dR I eYen giYe a fXck?

SenVible and lRgical TXeVWiRnV eYaSRUaWed aV m\ SleaVXUe leYelV
cRnWinXed WR UiVe ZiWh eYeU\ SaVVing VecRnd. HeU fingeUnailV Ueached abRYe
m\ kneeV. She bURXghW heU mRXWh clRVe WR m\ legV and bleZ cRRl aiU Rn m\
WhighV. I VhiYeUed ZiWh Whe VenVaWiRn. She Sinched m\ Whigh haUd.

µOXch, WhaW hXUW,¶ I Vaid. M\ e\eV RSened in Uefle[.
µShh,¶ Vhe Vaid. µYRX ZanW me WR VWRS?¶

I didn¶W anVZeU. I didn¶W haYe Whe bUainV WR, aW leaVW aW WhaW SRinW. I VimSl\
gUabbed heU VhRXldeUV and SXlled heU clRVe WR me. She ZaV lighWeU Whan I
e[SecWed. She VaW acURVV m\ laS, facing me. We kiVVed lRng and haUd. She
biW m\ lRZeU liS. I Zinced in Sain, and Vhe laXghed. HeU biWing and WeaVing
made me mRUe aggUeVViYe. I kiVVed heU haUd and Seeled Rff heU VSagheWWi
WRS.

She ZaV ZeaUing a black Vilk bUa. I cRXld Vee Whe WaWWRR Rn Whe Vide Rf
heU cheVW. µCaUSe Diem¶, iW Vaid in a cXUViYe fRnW. The ZRUdV Uan acURVV fURm
XndeU heU lefW bUeaVW WR belRZ heU aUmSiW. I Uan m\ fingeUV RYeU Whe WaWWRR.

µSei]e Whe da\, Dead PReWV SRcieW\,¶ Vhe Vaid, UefeUUing WR Whe mRYie.
µO CaSWain, m\ CaSWain,¶ I Vaid, TXRWing Rne Rf Whe famRXV dialRgXeV

fURm Whe film.
She Vmiled and kiVVed me again. She VWRRd XS WR UemRYe heU VhRUWV and

VaW Rn m\ laS again. I UemRYed m\ VhiUW. The mXVic fURm FifW\ ShadeV
DaUkeU ZenW fURm Rne makeRXW VRng WR anRWheU. She cRnWinXed WR kiVV and
biWe m\ neck, VhRXldeUV, cheVW and VWRmach.

I SXlled aW heU haiU Rnce.
µDRn¶W be a ZXVV,¶ Vhe Vaid. She SXVhed me back Rn Whe cRXch, making

me lie flaW Rn m\ back. She UemRYed heU XndeUZeaU and la\ ne[W WR me Rn
Whe naUURZ VRfa. AlmRVW Rn cXe, Whe mXVic VWRSSed aV Whe BlXeWRRWh VSeakeU
began WR Uing.
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µGRlX calling' a URbRWic YRice VcUeamed in Whe URRm.
µWhaW Whe fXck' Vhe Vaid.

µGRlX calling ... GRlX calling' Whe VSeakeU cRnWinXed WR \ell aV I came
back WR m\ VenVeV. Rela[, iW iV jXVW a ShRne call, I WRld m\Velf.

µWhaW iV haSSening, KeVhaY?¶ Anjali VRXnded UaWWled.
µNRWhing. IW¶V m\ ShRne. I¶m geWWing a call. IW¶V cRnnecWed WR WhiV

VSeakeU, VR...¶
µIW¶V fUeaking me RXW.¶

µYeV, \eV, I am nRW Waking Whe call' I Vaid. I UealiVed I had lefW m\ ShRne
Rn Whe dining Wable. I decided WR cancel Whe call fURm Whe BlXeWRRWh VSeakeU.
I VWUeWched RXW m\ hand and SUeVVed Whe cancel bXWWRn Rn WRS Rf Whe VSeakeU.

µHellR? KeVhaY?¶ SaXUabh¶V YRice came Rn Whe RWheU
Vide. FXck, I had SUeVVed Whe ZURng bXWWRn.
µ Wha²¶ Anjali Vaid RXW lRXd aV I cRYeUed heU mRXWh ZiWh m\ UighW

hand.
µHe\, SaXUabh' I Vaid.
µWheUe aUe \RX? All Rka\?¶
µHRme Rnl\, Zh\?¶

µNRWhing, \RX VRXnd RXW Rf bUeaWh. VRice alVR cRming fURm a diVWance.¶
µRan WR m\ ShRne fURm Whe VhRZeU. YRX aUe

µOh, an\Za\, jXVW ZanWed \RX WR knRZ WhaW I am cRming hRme eaUl\.
Had a meeWing Delhi Vide, VR nR SRinW gRing back WR GXUgaRn nRZ.'

µReall\? When? WheUe aUe \RX?¶
µCiYil LineV. GRRgle MaSV iV VhRZing fifW\-fRXU minXWeV.¶
µOka\' I Vaid. M\ bUain ZenW inWR RYeUdUiYe Whinking abRXW ZhaW I had WR

finiVh in Whe ne[W fifW\-fRXU minXWeV.
µSee \RX When' SaXUabh Vaid and ended Whe call. SedXcWiYe mXVic

UeVXmed Rn Whe VSeakeU and filled Whe URRm, like Whe call had neYeU
haSSened.

µWhaW Whe fXck ZaV WhaW?¶ Anjali Vaid, Waking heaY\ bUeaWhV.
I SXlled heU clRVe WR me. OXU naked bRdieV WRXched. I SRinWed WR Whe

BlXeWRRWh VSeakeU.
µNRZ WhaW ZaV Sain' I Vaid. µAnd nRZ, back WR SleaVXUe.¶

I enWeUed heU.
She mRaned lRXd enRXgh WR dURZn RXW Whe mXVic fURm Whe VSeakeU. Like

heU kiVVeV, heU lRYemaking had a high inWenViW\ WR iW. She mRYed ZiWh VSeed
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and SaVViRn. HeU nailV dXg haUd inWR m\ cheVW aV Vhe VaW Rn WRS Rf me mRVW
Rf Whe Wime. She cRnWinXed WR kiVV and biWe me. She TXiYeUed in clima[.

µYRX can finiVh nRZ,¶ Vhe WRld me, and iW didn¶W Wake me lRng. Then Ze
cRllaSVed Rn each RWheU. AV I VhXW m\ e\eV in e[haXVWiRn, Whe dRRUbell Uang.

µFXck,¶ I Vaid. I jXmSed Rff Whe VRfa WR SXW m\ clRWheV Rn.
µIW¶V Rnl\ been ZhaW? TZenW\ minXWeV?¶ Anjali Vaid, lRRking aW heU

ZaWch. She Sicked XS heU clRWheV.
µYeV, Whe Rne Wime in m\ life I ZanWed WUaffic,¶ I Vaid. The

dRRUbell Uang again.
µWhaW dR I dR?¶ Vhe Vaid.
I Vcanned Whe hRXVe.

µHide in m\ URRm,¶ I Vaid. µTake \RXU backSack. Once he gReV WR hiV
URRm, I Zill ZhiVk \RX RXW.¶

I cleaUed Whe YRdka bRWWle and glaVVeV. The dRRUbell Uang again.
µCRming,¶ I VhRXWed.
M\ BlXeWRRWh VSeakeU Uang again.

µUnknRZn calling ... XnknRZn calling,¶ iW Vang RXW lRXd.
µThaW calleU ID VRXnd cUeeSV me RXW,¶ Anjali Vaid. She Uan inWR m\ URRm

and VhXW Whe dRRU.
I cXW Whe call Rn Whe VSeakeU, WhiV Wime SUeVVing Whe cRUUecW bXWWRn. The

dRRUbell Uang again. I Zalked XS WR Whe main dRRU and RSened iW.
µYRX RUdeUed ChineVe fRRd, ViU?¶ Whe deliYeU\ gX\ Vaid aW Whe enWUance.
'AUe \RX VXUe \RX dRn¶W ZanW WR eaW nRZ?¶ I Vaid. 'Rela[, Ze VWill haYe

WZenW\-fiYe minXWeV.¶
Anjali didn¶W anVZeU. She Zalked aURXnd Whe liYing URRm, cRllecWing heU

belRngingV. She ]iSSed XS heU backSack and heU jackeW. She checked heUVelf
in Whe miUURU. I came beWZeen heU and heU UeflecWiRn.

µIW ZaV jXVW Whe deliYeU\ gX\, Uela[. SaXUabh Zill VWill Wake a Zhile,¶ I
Vaid.

µNR, ViU, I¶m nRW Waking an\ mRUe chanceV. NR nRRdleV aUe ZRUWh him
Zalking in and finding me heUe.¶

µHe ZRXldn¶W caUe,¶ I Vaid.
µYeah, UighW' Anjali Vaid and URlled heU e\eV. She WhUeZ Whe cigaUeWWe

bXWWV in Whe dXVWbin in Whe kiWchen. µSSUa\ VRme URRm fUeVheneU heUe, Zill
\RX?¶

µI Zill. Take VRme fRRd ZiWh \RX? YRX haYen'W eaWen an\Whing.¶
I gaYe heU a bR[ Rf chRZ mein. She VhUXgged and WRRk iW.
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µWRZ, \RX aUe Whe caUing kindV. I like WhaW. IW¶V UaUe fRU me. Thank \RX'
Vhe Vaid. EYen aV Vhe VSRke WR me, Vhe aYRided e\e cRnWacW and lRRked in
Whe miUURU WR adjXVW heU haiU.

µAUe \RX alZa\V WhiV aZkZaUd afWeU making lRYe?¶ I Vaid. YeV, WhiV
hadn¶W felW like hRRk-XS Ve[. IW had felW like making lRYe.

She lRRked aW me and Vmiled. She came XS WR me and Secked me Rn Whe
liSV. She checked heU ZaWch.

µI ZRXld lRYe WR giYe an elabRUaWe VSeech. On hRZ gRRd iW all ZaV. BXW I
VhRXld leaYe. BefRUe \RXU Xncle-cXm-fUiend-cXm-VchRRl SUinciSal enWeUV Whe
lane. SaYe iW all fRU ne[W Wime, b\e' Vhe Vaid.

BefRUe I cRXld UeVSRnd, Vhe had RSened Whe dRRU and lefW. She had Vaid
µne[W Wime¶, WhRXgh. GRRd. IW meanW WheUe ZRXld be a ne[W Wime.

The bell Uang again afWeU WZenW\ minXWeV. I Uan and RSened Whe dRRU.
SaXUabh VWRRd WheUe, fXmbling fRU hiV hRXVe ke\V inVide hiV SRckeWV.

µDid \RX bUeak a SeUfXme bRWWle?¶ SaXUabh Vaid, Vniffing aV he Zalked
in.

µNR, jXVW VSUa\ed VRme URRm fUeVheneU' I Vaid.
He came in and dURSSed hiV bUiefcaVe Rn Whe VRfa.

µWaV VRmeRne WheUe in Whe hRXVe Zhen I called?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
I VWiffened.
µNR, Zh\?¶ I Vaid.
µI dRn¶W knRZ. HeaUd VRmeRne.¶

Damn, dReV he haYe WR cURVV-e[amine me aV VRRn aV he enWeUV Whe
hRXVe?

µMa\be I ZaV ZaWching a VhRZ Rn m\ laSWRS' I Vaid.
µYRX ZeUen¶W ZRUking? JacRb ZanWed Whe SiWch' SaXUabh Vaid, UemRYing

hiV jackeW.
µAlUead\ VenW iW.¶
SaXUabh nRdded aV he UemRYed hiV Wie.

µHe ma\ geW bail' SaXUabh Vaid.
µRameVh?¶
µYeV. I called Singh. He Vaid he can keeS him inVide fRU nRZ, bXW

RameVh¶V laZ\eUV aUe geWWing clRVe.¶
µI¶m nRW VXUSUiVed' I Vaid.

µIW dReVn¶W fXcking end aW finding Whe killeU RU aUUeVWing him? One haV WR
deal ZiWh all Whe legal dUama aV Zell, WR geW him SXniVhed?¶
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µWe aUe deWecWiYeV, Ze fRXnd RXW ZhR did iW. We handed him WR Whe
SRlice. Technicall\, RXU jRb iV dRne, GRlX.¶

µThaW¶V ZhaW WhiV iV? JXVW a jRb?¶
µOf cRXUVe nRW. I¶m jXVW Va\ing Ze aUe nRW laZ\eUV.¶

µHe killV m\ PUeUna and ma\ VRRn be RXW dUinking ScRWch in hiV hRXVe.¶
µNRW fRU lRng.¶

µWhaWeYeU,¶ SaXUabh Vaid and VhRRk hiV head. ASaUW fURm Whe URRm
fUeVheneU, hiV keen nRVe Sicked XS VRmeWhing elVe.

µDid \RX RUdeU ChineVe fRRd? I Vmell VR\ VaXce.¶
µAUUiYed a feZ minXWeV agR,¶ I Vaid, and SRinWed WR Whe bR[eV Rf ChineVe

fRRd.
We mRYed WR Whe dining Wable. SaXUabh WRUe RSen Whe bR[eV.
µGRbi manchXUian? SXSeUb. TheUe¶V memRV and cleaU VRXS, gRRd.

WheUe iV Whe chRZ mein?¶
µI dRn¶W UemembeU if I RUdeUed iW.¶

µHRZ can Ze eaW gRbi manchXUian ZiWhRXW nRRdleV? TheUe¶V a UeceiSW
heUe, iW Va\V \RX RUdeUed chRZ mein. WheUe iV iW?¶

While he iV alZa\V a gRRd inYeVWigaWRU, Zhen iW cRmeV WR fRRd,
SaXUabh¶V deWecWing VkillV aUe legendaU\.

µLRRkV like Whe\ fRUgRW WR Sack iW. Shall I make VRme Uice?¶ I Vaid.
µNR, iW Zill Wake a lRng Wime. SiW. LeW¶V eaW.¶

µSXUe,¶ I Vaid. We VaW dRZn. SaXUabh Slaced WZR memRV in hiV mRXWh
Rne afWeU Whe RWheU. HiV face WRR lRRked like a gianW mRmR.

µDRn¶W giYe WhiV deliYeU\ gX\ fiYe VWaUV. WhaW iV Whe fXn Rf ChineVe fRRd
ZiWhRXW nRRdleV?¶

µTake m\ mRmRV. I¶m nRW WhaW hXngU\,¶ I Vaid.
µIf \RX inViVW,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
I had a VSRRnfXl Rf VRXS.
µDR \RX haYe bedbXgV in \RXU URRm?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µWhaW?¶ I Vaid.

µYRXU neck. AlVR, \RXU aUmV. The\ haYen¶W eYen VSaUed \RXU legV,¶
SaXUabh Vaid ZiWh hiV mRXWh fXll. An-jali¶V lRYemaking had lefW iWV SUeVence.
The µbedbXgV¶ had caXVed cRnVideUable damage.

µWe need WR dR SeVW cRnWURl. BXW Zh\ Sa\ fRU iW Zhen Ze aUe leaYing in
fRXU da\V.¶

µE[acWl\,¶ I Vaid.
'ASSl\ calamine lRWiRn.¶
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µAbVRlXWel\' I Vaid, hRSing I ZRXld Vee m\ bedbXg again VRRn.

Downloaded from https://www.studycrux.com



CKDSWHU 54
µSleeSing?¶ Anjali VenW me a meVVage.
IW ZaV a liWWle SaVW midnighW. I ZaV ViWWing Rn m\ bed, VXUfing Rn m\

laSWRS fRU aSaUWmenWV and O\R RRRmV. SaXUabh ZaV in hiV URRm. I had WR
figXUe RXW ZheUe I ZRXld VWa\ ne[W Zeek.

µNR,¶ I UeSlied.
'ThiV afWeUnRRn ZaV ZRndeUfXl. SRUU\, I gRW flXVWeUed.¶
µYRX aUe cXWe Zhen flXVWeUed. And \eV, iW ZaV ama]ing.¶

µPUinciSal ViU Rka\?¶
µMRVWl\.¶
µMRVWl\?¶
µHe Veemed ZRUUied abRXW bedbXgV biWing me.¶
µORSV. Man\ bedbXgV?¶
µMan\.¶
µMemRUieV. Of an incUedible afWeUnRRn.¶
'When dR \RX ZanW WR ZRUk WRgeWheU again?¶ µHaha.

WheneYeU \RX Va\, ViU.¶
We fi[ed WR meeW again in WZR da\V and ended RXU chaW.
I VZiWched Rff Whe lamS ne[W WR m\ bed and keSW m\ ShRne aVide. The

laSWRS VcUeen¶V lighW VWill glRZed in Whe URRm. I gRW Rff Whe bed WR change
inWR an Rld, mRUe cRmfRUWable, cRWWRn T-VhiUW. I UemRYed Whe ZRUkRXW T-VhiUW
I¶d ZRUn Vince mRUning. I VaZ m\ UeflecWiRn in Whe bedURRm miUURU. I had
lRVW ZeighW. TZR mRUe Rf m\ UibV had becRme YiVible. I cRXld Vee Whem eYen
in Whe limiWed lighW. I came clRVeU WR Whe miUURU and lRRked aW m\ face. I
WRXched VRme Rf Whe bedbXg biWeV Rn m\ neck. FRUWXnaWel\, SaXUabh had nRW
Veen Whe biggeU RneV Rn m\ cheVW. I cRnWinXed WR lRRk aW m\Velf in Whe
miUURU. I SXW Rn an Rld T-VhiUW and UeWXUned WR bed. I VhXW dRZn Whe laSWRS aV
daUkneVV engXlfed Whe URRm. If Rnl\ m\ mind cRXld VhXW dRZn aV faVW aV m\
cRmSXWeU, VR I cRXld gR WR VleeS VRRn.
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One mRnWh laWeU
µWhaW dR \RX mean he iV RXW Rf jail?¶ SaXUabh Vaid. µUnbelieYable?
SaXUabh, InVSecWRU Singh and I had meW aW Chaa\RV neaU RXU Rffice in

GXUgaRn. Singh had VRme ZRUk aW Whe GXUgaRn PRlice SWaWiRn and had
called SaXUabh, Va\ing he ZanWed WR VhaUe VRmeWhing face WR face.

µThe cRXUW gUanWed him bail. The SRlice didn¶W? Singh Vaid. The WhUee Rf
XV ViSSed hRW and VSic\ gingeU Wea fURm eaUWhen cXSV. SWeam fURm m\ cXS
hiW m\ face, helSing ZiWh Whe ZinWeU chill.

SaXUabh cXUVed XndeU hiV bUeaWh.
µYRX aUe diVaSSRinWed, bXW he haV a UighW WR aSSl\ fRU bail. DRn¶W ZRUU\.

We Zill SURYe Whe cUime in cRXUW. ThaW¶V hRZ iW iV dRne, an\Za\? Singh
Vaid.

SaXUabh VhRRk hiV head.
µSaXUabh ji, I didn¶W Wake an\ mRne\. The bail ZaVn'W in m\ handV. He

hiUed WRS laZ\eUV?
SaXUabh VlXUSed hiV Wea lRXdl\ in UeVSRnVe.

µWhaW if he abVcRndV? RXnV aZa\ and hideV VRmeZheUe in PXnjab. OU
eYen abURad? SaXUabh Vaid.

µHe can¶W. Bail cRndiWiRnV Va\ he can¶W leaYe Delhi, fRUgeW Whe cRXnWU\. If
he WUieV an\ VXch VWXnW, cRXUWV Zill cRme dRZn haUd Rn him?

µWhen dReV Whe WUial VWaUW?¶ I Vaid.
µSRRn. HRSe WR haYe Whe fiUVW heaUing in Rne mRnWh?
µOne mRnWh? HRZ iV WhaW VRRn?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µOne mRnWh iV jeW-VSeed fRU RXU cRXUWV? Singh Vaid.

SaXUabh finiVhed hiV Wea in Rne gXlS. He Vlammed Whe cXS dRZn Rn Whe
Wable. The liWWle eaUWhen SRW bRUe hiV enWiUe fUXVWUaWiRn ZiWh Whe Indian
jXdicial V\VWem. I had WR VRmehRZ make him feel beWWeU.

µGRlX, haYe \RX WUied Whe mRRng daal halZa heUe?¶ I Vaid.
I had mRYed WR a cheaS O\R RRRmV neaU m\ Rffice fRU a mRnWh. IW VaYed

me mRne\, bRXghW me Wime XnWil I fRXnd an aSaUWmenW, and I cRXld Zalk WR
ZRUk. IW alVR meanW m\ WU\VWV ZiWh Anjali had WR VWRS, WhRXgh Ze cRnWinXed
WR gURZ clRVeU RYeU Wime. The VWUicW hRWel UXleV didn¶W allRZ XnmaUUied
membeUV Rf Whe RSSRViWe gendeU in Whe Vame URRm.

µWhaW if a bR\ and giUl aUe jXVW fUiendV?¶ I Vaid.
'NRW allRZed,¶ Vaid Whe VWUicW-lRRking, fRUW\-iVh man aW Whe UeceSWiRn,

ZhR VhRXld haYe been a jail ZaUden inVWead.

Downloaded from https://www.studycrux.com



µWhaW abRXW cRXVinV?¶ I Vaid.
µNR.¶
µReal bURWheU and ViVWeU?¶
µNRW allRZed.¶

µFaWheU and daXghWeU? DeYaU and bhabhi? Jija and Vaali? SaVXU and
bahX?¶

µNR, nR, nR and nR. NR femaleV in \RXU URRm. YRX ZanW WR VWa\ heUe RU
nRW?¶

µFine. PleaVe make VXUe WheUe aUe nR female mRVTXiWReV in m\ URRm aV
Zell,¶ I Vaid.

GiYen Whe cXUfeZ aW m\ hRWel, Anjali and I nRZ meW Rn daWeV in Whe
RXWVide ZRUld: mallV, cinemaV, cafeV, baUV.

We had cRme WR AnWidRWe, a healWh fRRd cafe in HaX] KhaV. RameVh had
UeWXUned WR MalhRWUa HRXVe afWeU RbWaining bail. Anjali WRld me abRXW Whe
ViWXaWiRn aW hRme.

µThingV aUe VXSeU-ZeiUd beWZeen hiV famil\ and XV. The\ neiWheU Walk WR
m\ mRWheU, nRU WR me,¶ Vhe Vaid. She mi[ed heU VmRRWhie ZiWh Whe meWal
VWUaZ Vhe alZa\V caUUied ZiWh heU WR VaYe Whe SlaneW.

µHRZ¶V Maaji?¶ I Vaid, aV I WRRk a ViS Rf m\ gUeen VmRRWhie. IW WaVWed
like blended gUaVV.

µShe VWill dReVn¶W knRZ. She VhaUeV Whe flRRU ZiWh XV. RameVh Xncle
cRmeV and meeWV heU in heU URRm. BXW he dReVn¶W eYen acknRZledge XV.¶

µTRXgh,¶ I Vaid.
µOn WRS Rf WhaW, Ma iV VXcking XS WR him again. She keeSV Va\ing VRUU\

WR Neelam aXnW\ and RameVh Xncle RYeU and RYeU again.¶
µAnd?¶

µThe\ inVXlW heU, ZhaW elVe? I¶d lRYe WR mRYe RXW, bXW Ze haYe nR
chRice. Ma and I can¶W affRUd anRWheU Slace UighW nRZ.¶

µWh\ VhRXld \RX gX\V mRYe? An\Za\, Whe WUial Zill VWaUW VRRn. AfWeU
WhaW, he Zill be back inVide.¶

µThe\ Zill WU\ WR dela\. SWUeWch Whe WUial RXW aV mXch aV Whe\ can' Anjali
Vaid.

Unlike heU XVXal bRhemian aWWiUe, WRda\ Vhe ZRUe a lighW Sink ValZaU
kamee] ZiWh ZhiWe flRZeUV all RYeU iW. InVWead Rf heU XVXal chXnk\ meWal
eaUUingV, Vhe had dainW\ VilYeU RneV Rn.

I Slaced m\ Salm Rn WRS Rf Anjali¶V.
µIW¶V all gRing WR be Rka\' I Vaid.
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'Thank \RX' Vhe Vaid. µI needed WR heaU WhaW.¶
'Anjali' I Vaid.
'YeV?¶
'I lRYe \RX.¶ I claVSed bRWh heU handV. µI dR. And I ZanW WhiV WR be

meaningfXl. TR gR VRmeZheUe.¶
µKeVhaY' Vhe Vaid, heU YRice VRfW, µaUe \RX VeUiRXV?¶

µI mean iW. ThiV iV VR VWUange, meeWing ZiWhRXW Welling an\Rne. Like Ze
aUe dRing VRmeWhing ZURng. We need WR Well SaXUabh. OWheUV WRR' I Vaid.

µReall\?¶ Vaid Anjali, cheekV Sink enRXgh WR maWch heU RXWfiW.
µWh\ aUe \RX VR VXUSUiVed? YRX WhRXghW WhiV ZaV jXVW a fling?¶ I Vaid.

HeU e\eV WXUned damS. She held m\ hand.
µI lRYe \RX WRR, KeVhaY' Vhe Vaid, µand \eah, I needed WR heaU and Va\

WheVe ZRUdV WRR.¶
The ZaiWeU aW AnWidRWe bURXghW Whe bill, inWeUUXSWing RXU mRmenW.

µI haYe an idea' Anjali Vaid afWeU I Said Whe bill.
µWhaW abRXW?¶

µCRming WR \RXU URRm. WhaW if I dUeVV XS aV a bR\? I can dR iW SUeWW\
Zell. Will \RXU O\R RRRmV headmaVWeU leW me in When?¶

µNR, SleaVe. The\¶ll kick me RXW if Whe\ find RXW. And WheUe¶V nRWhing
elVe VR cheaS neaU Whe Rffice.¶

µThe\ ZRn¶W find RXW.¶
µThe\ Zill' I Vaid.
µHRZ?¶

µYRX aUe WRR SUeWW\ WR be a bR\' I Vaid. µAnd in an\ caVe, Whe\ Zill knRZ
Zhen I can¶W Wake m\ e\eV Rff \RX.¶

She Vmiled and cRnWinXed WR lRRk aW me fRU a lRng Wime.
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µYRX need WR Walk abRXW ZhaW? YRX and Anjali?¶ SaXUabh lRRked aghaVW.
µRela[, ViW dRZn. NR need WR VWand in fURnW Rf m\ face.¶
I had cRme WR hiV neZ aSaUWmenW. The Rnl\ decRUaWiRn VR faU ZaV a gianW

fUidge. IW ZaV WhUee WimeV Whe Vi]e Rf ZhaW Ze had in MalYi\a NagaU. IW cRXld
VWRUe enRXgh UaWiRnV WR Vee him WhURXgh WRUld WaU III. He had fRXnd a deal
and Waken a WZR-bedURRm aSaUWmenW Rn Whe VeYenWeenWh flRRU Rf a fanc\
cRndRminiXm. IWV ke\ Velling SRinW ZaV a SRRl and a g\m. I¶d beW bRWh m\
kidne\V SaXUabh ZRXld neYeU XVe eiWheU fRU Whe enWiUe WZR-\eaU dXUaWiRn Rf
hiV leaVe.

I VaW Rn Rne Rf Whe WZR eaV\ chaiUV in hiV Vmall balcRn\ Rn WhiV SXnda\
afWeUnRRn, enjR\ing Whe UaUe SRllXWiRn-fUee ZinWeU VXn. HiV laUge fUame in
fURnW Rf me blRcked Whe VXnlighW.

SaXUabh hXffed and SXffed a liWWle aV he VaW dRZn Rn Whe RWheU eaV\
chaiU. He biW inWR Whe laVW Vlice Rf Whe Si]]a Ze had RUdeUed. 'I alZa\V
VXVSecWed iW,¶ SaXUabh Vaid. 'I ZaVn¶W ZURng Rn Whe da\ Rf Whe engagemenW,
ZaV I?¶

µThaW da\ nRWhing haSSened.¶
µBXW laWeU iW did? SeUiRXVl\, KeVhaY? The Rne SeUVRn I Well \RX WR VWa\

aZa\ fURm. Wh\ heU? Wh\ can¶W \RX leaYe PUeUna¶V famil\ alRne?'
I ZanWed WR Sa\ aWWenWiRn WR him, bXW Whe VWUand Rf cheeVe hanging fURm

hiV mRXWh diVWUacWed me. I ZanWed WR SRinW iW RXW WR him. HRZeYeU, hiV Ued
face and XSVeW WRne meanW he ZRXldn¶W ZanW WR be Wicked Rff UighW nRZ.

µIW¶V nRW ZhaW \RX Whink, GRlX. ThiV iV nRW jXVW a VecUeW fling. I¶m Welling
\RX becaXVe iW maWWeUV. I dRn¶W ZanW WR hide iW an\mRUe,¶ I Vaid.

µIW maWWeUV? Like I haYen'W Veen \RX ZiWh giUlV.¶
SaXUabh WRRk Whe emSW\ Si]]a bR[ WR Whe kiWchen. I lRRked aW Whe RYeU-

cRnVWUXcWed Vk\line Rf GXUgaRn and ZaiWed fRU him WR UeWXUn. He came back
afWeU ZiSing hiV face. I VSRke again.

µI haYe dRne VWXSid WhingV in Whe SaVW. BXW WhiV iV diffeUenW. In facW, I
ZanW WR make iW Rfficial?

µOfficial?¶ Vaid SaXUabh.
µWh\? IVn¶W WhaW ZhaW \RX ZanWed? ThaW I dRn'W WUeaW heU like VRme

caVXal TindeU daWe?
µI ZanWed \RX WR VWa\ aZa\ fURm heU. OU UaWheU an\ ZRman in Whe

MalhRWUa famil\?
µI am nRW a cUeeS, SaXUabh?
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µI didn¶W Va\ WhaW. BXW \RX \RXUVelf Vaid \RX dRn¶W belieYe in
UelaWiRnVhiSV an\mRUe?

µI dR nRZ. Anjali iV diffeUenW?
SaXUabh URlled hiV e\eV.

µI kneZ \RX ZRXldn¶W belieYe me,¶ I Vaid. µThaW¶V Zh\ I ZanW \RX WR
cRme alRng aV Zell?

µCRme ZheUe?¶
µTR Whe MalhRWUaV. I ZanW WR geW an Rka\ fURm BindX aXnW\?

µWhaW? HaYe \RX gRne mad?¶
µMa\be. BXW iW¶V Whe UighW Whing WR dR, iVn¶W iW?¶
µWhaW iV? GeWWing killed b\ RameVh Xncle?¶

µI¶m VXUe he iV dRne ZiWh hiV killing TXRWa fRU nRZ,¶ I Vaid and gUinned.
µIW¶V nRW fXnn\, KeVhaY. FiUVW \RX Va\ \RX aUe daWing Anjali. NRZ \RX

ZanW WR gR WR Whe MalhRWUaV. FRU ZhaW? TR aVk fRU heU hand in maUUiage?¶
µSRUW Rf,¶ I Vaid. µI jXVW ZanW eYeU\Rne WR knRZ WhaW Ze aUe WRgeWheU. And

WhaW m\ inWenWiRnV aUe VeUiRXV. The laVW Whing I ZanW iV fRU Whem WR find RXW
fURm VRmeRne elVe?

µWhaW dR \RX Whink Zill haSSen? Maaji Zill geW an aaUWi Whali and giYe
\RX heU bleVVingV? Neelam aXnW\ Zill WhURZ flRZeUV Rn \RX? RameVh Xncle
Zill dR a URka?¶

µI dRn¶W knRZ ZhaW Zill haSSen, bXW I need \RX WR cRme ZiWh me. AV
lRng aV BindX aXnW\ aSSURYeV, iW iV Rka\. She iV heU mRWheU?

µWe SXW WhaW man in jail. He iV nRW gRing WR leW XV enWeU Whe hRXVe. In
facW, if he cRXld, he ZRXld WhURZ Anjali and BindX aXnW\ RXW Rf Whe hRXVe
WRR?

µHe can¶W. NRW Zhile Maaji iV aURXnd. The\ VWa\ Rn Maaji'V flRRU?
µHe Zill neYeU aSSURYe Rf WhiV UelaWiRnVhiS?

µI¶m nRW aVking fRU hiV SeUmiVViRn. Anjali and I jXVW ZanW WR infRUm
eYeU\Rne. I ZanW WR be able WR YiViW heU fUeel\, RSenl\. We ZanW WhingV
fRUmaliVed.. ?

µFRUmaliVed? YRX gX\V aUe geWWing maUUied? WRZ, \RX Zill maUU\ heU?
M\ dead e[-fiancee¶V ViVWeU?¶

µI WhRXghW Vhe ZaV heU cRXVin fRU Whe lRngeVW Wime. And VR ZhaW if Vhe iV
PUeUna¶V ViVWeU?¶

µYRX dRn¶W Whink WheUe'V an\Whing ZURng? AfWeU all WhaW haV haSSened?¶
I did nRW UeVSRnd. SaXUabh lRRked aZa\ fURm me and WRZaUdV Whe

Sla\gURXnd Rn Whe gURXnd flRRU. LiWWle kidV kicked a fRRWball aURXnd aV Whe\
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jRVWled and laXghed WhURXgh WheiU game. Wh\ aUe childhRRd fUiendVhiSV VR
eaV\? WhaW haSSenV Zhen Ze gURZ XS WhaW Ze cRmSlicaWe WhingV VR mXch?

µI¶ll haYe WR cRnYince Whe famil\. IW ma\ nRW gR dRZn Zell²WhaW¶V Zh\ I
ZanW \RX WR cRme. JXVW WhiV Rnce, SaXUabh, SleaVe. I beg \RX.¶

µYRX ZhaW?¶
µCRming WR meeW \RXU famil\. TR fRUmall\ aVk fRU \RXU hand.¶

She cRYeUed heU face ZiWh heU handV.
µIV WhaW a SURSRVal?¶ Vhe Vaid. µFXck.¶
µThe F ZRUd iV nRW hRZ SeRSle UeVSRnd nRUmall\.¶
µSRUU\, nRbRd\ haV eYeU SURSRVed WR me befRUe.¶

HeU face had WXUned Ued. She Vlid heU fingeUV XS WR cRYeU heU e\eV aV
Zell. We had cRme WR Anda] hRWel aW AeUR ciW\. We VaW Rn Whe baU VWRRlV in
Whe lRbb\. She ZaV in WighW black jeanV and a black WXUWleneck. She had heU
WUademaUk leaWheU jackeW Rn. She ZaV nRW ZeaUing an\ acceVVRUieV WRda\.

µAUe \RX cU\ing?¶ I Vaid.
She VhRRk heU head YigRURXVl\, handV cRYeUing heU enWiUe face.

I Vmiled.
'KeVhaY, aUe \RX VeUiRXV?¶ Vhe Vaid, finall\ bUinging heU aUmV dRZn.

µYeV.¶
µAnd \RX ZanW WR meeW Ma?¶
µAnd RWheUV.¶
µGeeWX ma? GUeg?¶ Vhe Vaid.

µThem WRR, eYenWXall\, bXW Whe\ aUe in Whe US UighW nRZ.¶
µWhR elVe? Maaji?¶

µYeV, eYeU\Rne. RameVh Xncle and Neelam aXnW\ WRR. I dRn¶W e[SecW
VXSSRUW fURm Whem, bXW Whe\ VhRXld aW leaVW knRZ.¶

µNR, nR, KeVhaY, WhaW'V a WeUUible idea. M\ mRWheU haV jXVW abRXW WhaZed
Whem a biW. ThiV Zill make iW bad again.¶

µThaZed hRZ?¶
µMa aSRlRgiVed a milliRn WimeV. Said Vhe ZaV miVled. KeSW liVWening WR

Neelam aXnW\¶V naVW\ WaXnWV. ThingV aUe VlighWl\ beWWeU nRZ. Like Whe\ aW
leaVW nRd and gUeeW XV. TUXVW me, leaYe Whem RXW Rf iW.¶

'HRZ dR I cRme Vee \RX aW hRme When?¶
µYRX dRn¶W haYe WR. YRX Zill eYenWXall\ leaYe \RXU UenWed URRm, UighW?¶
µIW¶V nRW jXVW abRXW haYing a Slace WR make RXW, Anjali. UnWil hRZ lRng

Zill Ze hide? One da\ Whe\ haYe WR knRZ.¶
µOne da\, \eV. If Ze aUe VeUiRXV.¶
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µAUe Ze nRW?¶
Anjali lRRked aW me and Vmiled.

µYRX aUe VR damn cXWe, KeVhaY,¶ Anjali Vaid. µLeW¶V Wake a URRm in WhiV
hRWel. RighW nRZ.¶

µNR, leW¶V dR Whe UighW Whing. LeW me meeW \RXU enWiUe famil\ and aVk fRU
\RXU hand.¶

µAVk fRU m\ hand, aZZ ...¶ Anjali Vaid. µYRX UealiVe hRZ Rld-faVhiRned
\eW VZeeW WhaW VRXndV? In Whe cRXnWU\ I cRme fURm, men SURSRVe WR Whe giUl
diUecWl\.¶

Tn Whe cRXnWU\ Ze aUe in nRZ, men SURSRVe WR Whe enWiUe famil\,¶ I Vaid.
µRameVh Xncle Zill neYeU agUee WR meeW \RX.¶
µLeW me WU\. I Zill aVk him fRU VRme Wime ne[W Zeek.¶
µHe iV Rnl\ gRing WR abXVe \RX a lRW.¶

µIf I geW \RX aW Whe end, all Whe abXVe Zill be ZRUWh iW.¶
She didn¶W UeVSRnd, Rnl\ gaYe me a Vh\ Vmile.

µRameVh Xncle agUeed WR meeW \RX? Reall\?¶ SaXUabh Vaid, VZinging hiV
chaiU in Whe Rffice cXbicle WR face me. µTen minXWeV iV all I aVked fRU,¶ I Vaid,
WXUning m\ RZn chaiU WRZaUdV him.

µAnd?¶
µI had WR heaU VRme gaaliV. I had WR be SRliWe. TRld him iW iV an imSRUWanW

maWWeU.¶
µDid he WhUeaWen \RX?¶

µNR. HiV laZ\eUV haYe adYiVed him Zell. He can¶W be Slanning an\
YiRlence.¶

µHe RbYiRXVl\ haV nR idea ZhaW \RX aUe gRing WR Walk abRXW?
µHe Zill VRRn. WedneVda\ 8 S.m?
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I Uang Whe bell. BindX anVZeUed Whe dRRU and I VaZ WhaW Whe hRXVe lRRked

SUeWW\ mXch Whe Vame aV Zhen Ze had YiViWed laVW mRnWh.
We Vaid namaVWe. I WhRXghW abRXW WRXching heU feeW, bXW felW iW cRXld be

WRR mXch WRR VRRn. SaXUabh and I fRllRZed heU inWR Whe hall, and Ze VaW
dRZn. BindX Vmiled aW me and SaWWed me Rn Whe head. Had Anjali alUead\
WRld heU abRXW RXU UelaWiRnVhiS?

µSRfW dUink, beWa?¶ BindX Vaid.
I VhRRk m\ head.
µFanWa ZRXld be gUeaW, BindX aXnW\,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.

BindX aVked GRSika WR geW XV VRme VRfW dUinkV and SaneeUSakRUaV.
µIV Anjali aURXnd?¶ I Vaid.

µYeV, Vhe¶V jXVW cRming. SSending e[WUa Wime Rn heU clRWheV WRda\.
DUeVVeV like a VWUeeW XUchin RWheUZiVe.¶

We heaUd Anjali cRme dRZn Whe VWeSV. She ZaV ZeaUing a Slain mXVWaUd
cRlRXU VaUee ZiWh a Whin gRld bRUdeU, bXW had cRnWUaVWed iW ZiWh a bUighW
bRWWle gUeen, fXll-VleeYed Vilk blRXVe. She had a Win\ Uedbindi Rn heU
fRUehead. I had neYeU Veen heU in a VaUee. I WUied, bXW cRXldn¶W Wake m\ e\eV
Rff heU. She hXgged SaXUabh and me and VaW RSSRViWe XV.

µOWheUV?¶ I Vaid.
µAUe \RX VXUe, beWa?¶ BindX Vaid.
µYeV. DRn¶W ZRUU\, iW Zill all be fine.¶

BindX ZenW XSVWaiUV and UeWXUned ZiWh Maaji. SaXUabh and I WRXched
Maaji'V feeW. All Rf XV VaW dRZn again and ViSSed RXU dUinkV.

SRRn RameVh and Neelam jRined XV; RameVh in a cUiVS ZhiWe kXUWa
S\jama, ZiWh neaWl\ cRmbed ZeW haiU, and Neelam in a nRndeVcUiSW ValZaU
kamee] ZiWh a VZeaW\ fRUehead fURm cRRking in Whe kiWchen.

µHellR, Uncle,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
RameVh gUXnWed.
The\ WRR VaW dRZn.
µWhaW dR \RX ZanW nRZ?¶ RameVh Vaid WR me.
µI ZanWed WR VhaUe VRmeWhing ZiWh \RX,¶ I Vaid.
µHaYen¶W \RX Vaid enRXgh?¶ RameVh Vaid.

µVeeUji, SleaVe heaU him RXW' BindX Vaid, SRinWing aW Maaji.
µWh\?¶ Neelam Vaid, heU YRice agiWaWed. µYRX and \RXU Anjali fall inWR

WheiU WUaS again and again. YRX knRZ hRZ mXch WURXble RameVh ji iV in?
And Whe\ haYe Whe aXdaciW\ WR aVk fRU anRWheU meeWing? PRRU RameVh ji²
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VcaUed ZhaW WURXble Whe\ Zill cUeaWe ZiWh Whe SRlice, he had nR chRice bXW WR
cRmSl\.¶

µI didn¶W ZanW WR meeW, he did,¶ SaXUabh Vaid, SRinWing a fingeU aW me.
µKi hR\a?¶ Maaji Vaid, VenVing VRme kind Rf cRnflicW.

µNRWhing, Maaji,¶ RameVh Vaid. µKeeS Whe YRlXme lRZ,¶ he Vaid WR XV. µI
dRn¶W ZanW m\ mRWheU WR heaU.¶

µI aSRlRgiVed WR VeeUji and \RX,' BindX ZhiVSeUed WR Neelam.
µIW¶V nRW gRing WR helS, UighW? DR \RX knRZ Whe WenViRn he iV in?¶

Neelam Vaid.
µLiVWen WR KeVhaY, Neelam aXnW\²iW iV nRW ZhaW \RX Whink,¶ Anjali Vaid,

clXWching Whe Vide Rf heU VaUee SallX.
µIW Ueall\ iVn¶W,¶ I Vaid.
RameVh UaiVed hiV hand, geVWXUing eYeU\Rne WR be TXieW. He WXUned WR

me.
µI am liVWening.¶
µHRZ¶V \RXU caVe gRing?¶ I Vaid.

µDRn¶W SUeWend \RX caUe. I knRZ \RX can¶W ZaiW WR Vee me behind baUV
again,' he Vaid VRfWl\ VR Maaji ZRXldn'W heaU.

µThaW¶V nRW WUXe, Uncle,¶ I Vaid.
µYRX dRn¶W ZanW WR Vee me behind baUV? Reall\? YRX ZanW Whem WR hang

me When?¶ RameVh Vaid.
µNR, Uncle, I dRn¶W Whink \RX VhRXld be hanged,¶ I Vaid.
µYeah, UighW,¶ RameVh Vaid. Anjali genWl\ mRYed Whe SlaWe Rf SakRUaV

WRZaUdV him.
Tn facW, Uncle, I dRn¶W eYen Whink \RX VhRXld gR WR jail,¶ I Vaid.

SaXUabh lRRked aW me, VXUSUiVed.
µWh\ dRn'W \RX Va\ ZhaW \RX came heUe WR Va\?¶ RameVh Vaid.

µI did,¶ I Vaid.
µWhaW?¶
µI WRld \RX. I dRn¶W Whink \RX VhRXld gR WR jail.¶
µIV WhiV anRWheU WUaS?¶ RameVh Vaid.
µNR,¶ I Vaid.
µWhaW Whe hell aUe \RX Walking abRXW When?¶

µThUee mRnWhV back, Ze lRVW PUeUna. SRmeRne in WhiV hRXVe killed heU.
The killeU iV in WhiV URRm UighW nRZ, in facW' I Vaid, lRXd enRXgh fRU Maaji WR
heaU.

Maaji WXUned WRZaUdV me.
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µYRX fRXnd Whe killeU? WhR iV iW?¶ Vhe Vaid.
µDRn¶W liVWen WR him Maaji' Neelam Vaid and WXUned WR me. µDidn¶W Ze

Well \RX WR keeS Maaji RXW Rf iW?¶
µIW¶V nRW RameVh Xncle, Uela[' I Vaid.

SaXUabh lRRked aW me, gRbVmacked. All e\eV in Whe URRm lRcked Rn me.
I SXlled RXW m\ ShRne.

µIW WRRk me a Zhile WR geW Whe final cRnfiUmaWiRn. I haYe iW in heUe. A
CCTV YideR fURm 17 OcWRbeU 2019.¶

µWhaW YideR?¶ RameVh Vaid. µWe dRn¶W haYe an\ CCTV in WhiV hRXVe.¶
µIW¶V nRW fURm WhiV hRXVe. IW'V a YideR fURm Whe Delhi MeWUR, MagenWa

line. EYen WhRXgh ACP Rana helSed, iW VWill WRRk a cRXSle Rf ZeekV WR geW
iW.¶

I Sla\ed a YideR Rn m\ ShRne. IW had black and ZhiWe fRRWage Rf a
cURZd in Whe meWUR WUain cRmSaUWmenW. IW didn¶W haYe an\ aXdiR. RameVh,
Neelam and BindX leaned in WR haYe a beWWeU lRRk aW Whe VcUeen. The\
cRXldn¶W figXUe an\Whing RXW. Anjali VhRW XS fURm Whe VRfa.

µFXck \RX, KeVhaY' Anjali VcUeamed. µFXck \RX, aVVhRle.'
µSiW, Anjali' I Vaid.
µWe had VRmeWhing. Didn¶W Ze? WhaW aUe \RX dRing WhiV fRU? We cRXld

haYe had a life WRgeWheU.'
I Uemained VilenW. EYeU\Rne elVe in Whe URRm lRRked aW me, SX]]led.

Anjali began WR VcUeam incRheUenWl\.
µI belieYed \RX. I fXcking acWXall\ did. WhaW an idiRW I am. WRUe a VaUee

and VhiW.¶ She WXUned WRZaUdV Whe VWaiUV.
µNeelam aXnW\, if \RX dRn¶W ZanW \RXU hXVband WR gR WR jail, \RX beWWeU

make VXUe Whe killeU dReVn¶W eVcaSe WhURXgh Whe back dRRU.'
Neelam and RameVh Veemed SaUal\Ved aW fiUVW, bXW When Neelam Uan

WRZaUdV Anjali and gUabbed heU ZUiVW.
µNeelam aXnW\, leW me gR' Anjali Vaid in a Vhak\ YRice.
RameVh VWRRd XS. He bRlWed Whe fURnW dRRU. µI¶m nRW UXnning aZa\. YRX

knRZ I ZRn¶W, KeVhaY. Tell Whem WheUe iV nR need fRU WhiV' Anjali Vaid, heU
e\eV VR fXll Rf Uage Whe\ Veemed like flameV.

Neelam UeleaVed Anjali¶V hand XSRn m\ Vignal. Anjali came back and
VaW Rn Whe VRfa. SaXUabh VaW VWill like he ZaV Sla\ing VWaWXe, mRXWh RSen,
SaneeU SakRUa in hand, e\eV gRing lefW WR UighW and back, ZRndeUing ZhaW Rn
eaUWh ZaV gRing Rn.

µAnjali?¶ he Vaid aV Vhe VaW dRZn.
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µYeV, SaXUabh. CRngUaWXlaWiRnV,¶ Anjali Vaid. µYRXU beVW fUiend finall\
VRlYed Whe caVe. HaSS\ nRZ?¶

µWhaW? HRZ?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µWhaW iV gRing Rn?¶ BindX Vaid WR me. µAnjali Vaid \RX came heUe WR aVk

fRU heU hand.¶
µI did. BXW fRU Whe SRlice WR handcXff iW. BindX aXnW\, \RXU daXghWeU

Anjali mXUdeUed \RXU RWheU daXghWeU, PUeUna. Maaji, \RXU gUanddaXghWeU
Anjali alVR mXUdeUed \RXU VRn Adi. I¶m VR VRUU\,¶ I Vaid.

µThaW¶V nRnVenVe.¶ BindX ZRUe an e[aVSeUaWed e[SUeVViRn. She WXUned WR
heU daXghWeU. µIVn¶W iW, Anjali?¶

µShe? She killed Whem?' Maaji Vaid, SRinWing aW Anjali.
µYeV, \eV, \eV, Maaji, I killed Whem,¶ Anjali Vaid and WXUned WR heU

mRWheU. µIW iV nRW nRnVenVe. KeVhaY iV UighW. He¶V a gUeaW deWecWiYe, eYen if
he iV a VhiWW\ bR\fUiend. I¶m Whe killeU. HaSS\, eYeU\Rne?¶

EYeU\bRd\ VaW VilenWl\, hRUUified b\ Anjali¶V cRnfeVViRn. She VWill lRRked
VWXnning in heU mXVWaUd and gRld VaUee, eYen WhRXgh heU bRd\ langXage had
becRme Zeak. HeU VhRXldeUV dURRSed. She keSW heU ga]e dRZn, aYRiding
e\e cRnWacW ZiWh eYeU\Rne.

µBhai, hRZ? YRX WRld me \RX lRYed heU. YRX came WR Well Whe famil\
abRXW \RXU UelaWiRnVhiS,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.

µThe UelaWiRnVhiS helSed me cRnfiUm VRmeWhing. BXW \eV, Anjali, I dR
RZe \RX a VeSaUaWe aSRlRg\ fRU WhaW,¶ I Vaid. µAnd fRU ZhaW iW¶V ZRUWh, I did
lRYe \RX.¶

Anjali lRRked aW me ZiWh menacing e\eV and VmiUked RXW Rf diVbelief.
µBhai, bXW hRZ? She ZaV nRW in Whe hRXVe,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µYeV, Vhe came laWeU. HRZ did Vhe kill PUeUna?¶ Neelam Vaid.
µAnjali, Whe cXUiRViW\ heUe iV XnbelieYable. Wh\ dRn¶W \RX Rnl\ Well Whem

in \RXU RZn ZRUdV?¶ I Vaid.
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Anjali SSeakV
Damn, Whe Rne man I eYeU lRYed did me in. The Rne man ZhR I WhRXghW

acWXall\ caUed. The man I acWXall\ belieYed.
YeV, \RX gRW me, KeVhaY. I did iW. Feeling all accRmSliVhed? WRUWh

deVWUR\ing ZhaW Ze had? HaSS\? I VXUe hRSe VR. One Rf XV VhRXld be
haSS\, aW leaVW.

I killed m\ WZin ViVWeU. BiRlRgical WZin, \eV. YRX Vee, I neYeU Ueall\ gUeZ
XS ZiWh heU. I didn'W eYen Ueall\ knRZ heU XnWil a feZ mRnWhV agR. In WhaW
VenVe, Ze ZeUen'W W\Sical WZinV. We didn'W haYe Whe WZin bRnd Whe\ keeS
Walking abRXW Rn DiVcRYeU\ channel RU in SV\chRlRg\ aUWicleV. HRZ cRXld
Ze? We ZeUe bRUn baVWaUdV. IV WheUe a baVWaUd bRnd?

I VaZ heU Rn Whe WeUUace, lRRking VR SUeWW\. She ZaV ZeaUing \eW anRWheU
e[SenViYe Ued and gRld lehenga. She had heU WhUee-lakh-UXSee engagemenW
Uing Rn aV Zell. MRUe Whan m\ annXal ValaU\ Rn heU Uing fingeU, Zhich iV Rf
cRXUVe Zhen I had a jRb.

I ZaiWed fRU heU Rn Whe WeUUace. She came XS and gUeeWed me, all e[ciWed.
SaXUabh had nRW cRme \eW. I had aVked heU WR cRme WR Whe WeUUace befRUe,

VR I cRXld Vee heU all decked XS fiUVW.
'M\ beaXWifXl ViVWeU,' I Vaid.
'Thank\RX. I'm VR hXngU\. He beWWeU cRme VRRn.'

She held a SRRja SlaWe in heU hand. I Zalked XS WR Whe ledge. She
fRllRZed me WheUe.

'SXch a beaXWifXl eYening,' I Vaid.
'The mRRn Zill be RXW VRRn,' Vhe Vaid, lRRking XS aW Whe Vk\. In VRme

Za\V, KaUYa ChaXWh iV VXch a URmanWic feVWiYal. The giUl ZaiWing fRU Whe
mRRn and heU lRYeU. AW anRWheU leYel, ZhaW a UegUeVViYe, Ve[iVW celebUaWiRn,
cRnVideUing Rnl\ Whe giUl VWa\V hXngU\.

DeVSiWe eaWing nRWhing all da\, PUeUna ZaV bX]]ing like a bee, eneUgeWic
and haSS\, almRVW deliUiRXV ZiWh jR\.

'JXVW imagine, ne[W KaUYa ChaXWh, I Zill be all maUUied,' Vhe Vaid.
'Can'W ZaiW WR Vee \RX aV a bUide,' I Vaid. 'LeW me fi[ \RXU make-XS. YRXU

e\elineU iV VmXdging a biW.'
'IV iW?' Vhe Vaid.

We cRXldn¶W Vee each RWheU¶V faceV cleaUl\ in Whe daUkneVV.
¶Yeah, giYe me \RXU ShRne. I Zill XVe Whe flaVhlighW WR Vee beWWeU. I lefW

mine WR chaUge dRZnVWaiUV.¶
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She gaYe me heU ShRne²Whe iPhRne 17 PURma[. IW had UeleaVed jXVW WZR
ZeekV agR and cRVW RYeU Rne lakh UXSeeV.

I held heU ShRne in m\ lefW hand and fRcXVed iWV flaVhlighW Rn heU face.
I WRRk RXW a WiVVXe fURm m\ SRckeW and dabbed aW heU e\elaVheV.
'ShXW \RXU e\eV,¶ I Vaid, aV I mRYed fURm Rne e\e WR Whe ne[W. She

cRmSlied.
'One VecRnd, leW me ZeW Whe WiVVXe ZiWh m\ ZaWeU bRWWle. KeeS \RXU e\eV

clRVed, Rka\?¶ I Vaid.
She nRdded, e\eV VWill VhXW. I mRYed faVW. I keSW heU ShRne dRZn. I

mRYed back a feZ VWeSV fURm heU. I Uan WRZaUdV heU ZiWh fXll fRUce, m\ aUmV
e[Wended RXW in heU diUecWiRn.

Bam! BRWh m\ VWUeWched handV hiW heU aW Whe Vame Wime. I hRSed m\
mRmenWXm ZRXld be enRXgh WR WRSSle heU RYeU. BXW... heU XSSeU bRd\ fell
back Rn Whe ledge and heU lefW leg lifWed Rff Whe gURXnd. HeU UighW leg
VWXbbRUnl\ Uemained Rn Whe WeUUace flRRU. HeU backbRne had hiW Whe ledge,
caXVing heU WR \ell in Sain.

'OZZ,¶ Vhe VcUeamed. HeU e\eV RSened.
'Anjali?¶ Vhe Vaid, WUembling in feaU. 'WhaW aUe \RX dRing?¶
She WUied WR fighW back. I SXnched heU in Whe face aV I VaZ feaU and

cRnfXViRn in heU e\eV. She WUied WR VWand XS VWUaighW, and aV Vhe WUied WR find
heU balance, heU fRRWing, I VSUinWed acURVV Whe WeUUace. FURm a cRUneU, I
chaUged aW heU again.

ThiV Wime, m\ handV hiW heU UighW Rn heU VhRXldeUV. HeU bRd\ ZenW RYeU
Whe ledge and Vhe fell. She VcUeamed Rn heU Za\ dRZn Whe fRXU flRRUV. I
didn¶W dR WRR Zell in Sh\VicV in VchRRl, bXW I UemembeU abRXW gUaYiW\.
AcceleUaWiRn Rf aURXnd Wen meWUeV SeU VecRnd VTXaUed. ScUeam, WhXd, Whe
URaUing Vilence. IW all laVWed leVV Whan fiYe VecRndV.

I Sicked XS PUeUna¶V ShRne, VmaVhed iW ZiWh a bUick, and Whe VcUeen
VhaWWeUed ZiWh a VaWiVf\ing cUXnch. I ZenW XS WR Whe ledge and lRRked dRZn.
I VaZ heU Rn Whe URad, face dRZn. NRbRd\ had VSRWWed heU \eW. I WRVVed heU
ShRne WRZaUdV heU, aimingaV clRVe WR heU aV SRVVible.

I checked Whe Wime; Wen minXWeV WR geW back WR m\ meeWing SRinW. I
cRXldn¶W ZaVWe a VecRnd. I cRXldn¶W SRndeU RYeU ZhaW I had dRne RU bUeak
dRZn RU ZhaWeYeU. NR, I had ZRUk WR dR. EYeU\ mRmenW maWWeUed.

I lefW Whe WeUUace and Uan dRZn Whe VWeSV. I ZanWed WR gR VWUaighW dRZn.
HRZeYeU, I heaUd fRRWVWeSV fURm a cRXSle Rf flRRUV belRZ.
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In Sanic, I WRRk RXW m\ ke\V WR Adi¶V aSaUWmenW. I RSened hiV main dRRU
and ZenW inVide. I cRXld heaU him Sla\ing Rn hiV gXiWaU and Uan WR Whe VWXdiR.

'Anjali, \RX aUe back? HRZ ZaV \RXU WUiS?¶Adi Vaid. He VWRRd XS WR hXg
me. We kiVVed. He ZanWed WR keeS kiVVing, bXW I cRXldn¶W. I didn¶W haYe
Wime.

'TUiS ZaV gRRd. Adi, I did iW.¶
'WhaW?¶ Adi Vaid, VXUSUiVed.
'She¶V WheUe Rn Whe URad.¶
He Uan XS WR hiV balcRn\ and lRRked dRZn.

'Anjali, ZhaW iV WhiV? YRX menWiRned iW, bXW I WhRXghW \RX ZeUe jXVW
YenWing in fUXVWUaWiRn. I didn¶W acWXall\ Whink \RX¶d gR ahead ZiWh iW.'

'I WRld \RX, Adi²I alZa\V mean ZhaW I Va\.¶
'WhaW Zill haSSen nRZ?¶ he Vaid, Sanic in hiV YRice.

'I haYe WR leaYe. YRX beWWeU be Whe fiUVW Rne WR geW WR Whe bRd\ Rn Whe
URad. GR nRZ, Zhile eYeU\Rne iV in Whe kiWchen.¶

'Wh\?¶
'YRX knRZ Vhe ZeaUV a WhUee-lakh-UXSee Uing, UighW?¶

HiV e\eV meW mine. ThUee lakh UXSeeV can bX\ a lRW Rf dUXgV, he kneZ.
'WhaW abRXW m\ fingeUSUinWV?¶ he Vaid.
'I'Ye Veen glRYeV in \RXU kiWchen,¶ I Vaid.
'YeV, Rka\ fine,¶ he Vaid.

'B\e,' I Vaid and gaYe him a Seck Rn Whe cheek. 'I'll be back VRRn.¶
I Uan RXW Rf hiV aSaUWmenW. I checked Whe VWaiUZell, XS and dRZn. I

cRXldn¶W Vee an\Rne. I had ZRUn cXVhiRned VneakeUV and Whe\ made liWWle
nRiVe aV I WiSWRed dRZn. AV I Ueached Whe fiUVW flRRU, I heaUd mRYemenW in
Whe kiWchen belRZ, Rn Whe me]]anine leYel. SRmeRne ZaV caUU\ing XWenVilV
WR Whe gURXnd flRRU dining Wable. I SaXVed aW Whe fiUVW flRRU, ZRUUied GRSika
mighW Vee me. I RSened Whe dRRU WR m\ aSaUWmenW, Zhich ZaV daUk aV Whe
lighWV ZeUe Rff. M\ mRWheU BindX¶V bedURRm ZaV VhXW, eYen WhRXgh heU
URRm¶V lighW ZaV VZiWched Rn. I VWeSSed inVide inWR Whe daUkneVV Rf Whe
liYing URRm. Maaji ZaV VnRR]ing Rn Whe VRfa.

'KaXn,¶ heU YRice VWaUWled me. I mRYed and hiW Whe Vide Vhelf.
'KaXn hai?¶ Vhe Vaid again. She WUied WR find heU VSecWacleV in Whe

daUkneVV. MeanZhile, I heaUd GRSika climb Whe VWeSV fURm Whe gURXnd flRRU
aV Vhe Ue-enWeUed Whe kiWchen Rn Whe me]]anine leYel.

WiWh Whe VWaiUV TXieW, I VWeSSed RXWVide Whe aSaUWmenW and WiSWRed dRZn
Whe VWeSV again. In VecRndV I ZaV RXW Rf Whe back dRRU.

Downloaded from https://www.studycrux.com



I Uan WRZaUdV Whe end Rf Whe back lane. M\ aXWR dUiYeU ZaiWed WheUe,
checking meVVageV Rn hiV ShRne.

Tm dRne. Back WR SXkhdeY VihaU MeWUR SWaWiRn,' I Vaid.
I Ueached Whe VWaWiRn in fiYe minXWeV, aW 7.59 S.m. I cRXldn'W find m\

UbeU dUiYeU. I ZaiWed aW Whe deVignaWed VSRW RXWVide Whe SaUking lRW, neaU Whe
PaWanjali banneU. ThUee minXWeV laWeU, Whe caU aUUiYed. 'Ah, fRXnd \RX. YRXU
ZRUk iV dRne, madam?' Whe dUiYeU Vaid.

'YeV.'
'GUeaW. YRXU lXggage iV Vafe. YRX ZanW me WR UemRYe iW?'
'AcWXall\, I need WR gR neaUb\ WR A BlRck. A-956. Can \RX dURS me

WheUe?'
'SXUe. YRX alUead\ enWeUed Whe deVWinaWiRn, UighW?' he Vaid.
I nRdded and gRW in. M\ hXge mRXnWain Rf a backSack VWill Uemained Rn

Whe backVeaW. I WRRk RXW m\ ShRne and RSened Whe UbeU aSS. IW VWill had m\
RUiginal deVWinaWiRn.

'A-956, NeZ FUiendV CRlRn\.'
'We Zill be WheUe in fiYe minXWeV, madam,' Whe dUiYeU Vaid aV he checked

hiV naYigaWiRn VcUeen.
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CKDSWHU 59
µWhaW aUe \RX Va\ing, Anjali?¶ BindX Vaid, heU YRice WUembling jXVW like

heU bRd\.
µYeV, Ma, I¶m \RXU nRn-achieYeU, mXUdeUeU daXghWeU. SRUU\,¶ Anjali

Vaid.
BindX bXUVW inWR WeaUV.

µYRX killed m\ PUeUna?¶ BindX Vank back inWR Whe VRfa.
'YeV, Ma, ³\RXU PUeUna´. The daXghWeU \RX keSW. HRZ did \RX decide I

ZaV Whe Rne WR be giYen aZa\? Did \RX WRVV a cRin?¶
µWhaW aUe \RX Walking abRXW?¶ BindX Vaid. She WXUned WR Neelam. µWhaW

iV Vhe Va\ing, Bhabhi? She SXVhed m\ PUeUna?¶
Neelam lRRked aW heU hXVband fRU cXeV Rn hRZ WR UeVSRnd.
RameVh didn¶W Va\ an\Whing. He VimSl\ leaned fRUZaUd Rn Whe VRfa,

elbRZV UeVWing Rn hiV WhighV, handV claVSed.
µIW ZaVn¶W an accidenW,¶ RameVh mXmbled WR himVelf. µShe didn¶W jXVW

fall Rff.¶
µNR, Uncle. We WRld \RX fURm da\ Rne,¶ I Vaid.
µAnd VenW me WR jail fRU iW,¶ RameVh Vaid. I hXng m\ head.
µI ZanWed \RX inVide fRU a Zhile, Uncle,¶ I Vaid. µSR VRUU\ fRU WhaW.¶
µYRX kneZ?¶ RameVh Vaid and lRRked aW me. µYRX UealiVed I hadn¶W dRne

iW bXW VWill VenW me WR TihaU?¶
µI ZaVn¶W VXUe. The Rnl\ Za\ Rf knRZing ZaV WR gain Whe killeU¶V WUXVW. IW

ZRXld Rnl\ haSSen if \RX ZeUe inVide. She had WR Whink Whe caVe ZaV VRlYed
and Vhe ZaV Vafe.¶

Anjali claSSed VlRZl\.
µWRZ, MU DeWecWiYe,' Vhe Vaid, cRnWinXing Whe aSSlaXVe, µ\RX nRW Rnl\

VRlYe cUimeV. YRX alVR VSecialiVe in fake feelingV. TR SUeWend WR lRYe
VRmeRne WR WUaS Whem.¶

M\ e\eV meW Anjali¶V. She lRRked angU\, beWUa\ed, cRUneUed and Vad.
HRZ cRXld I Well heU WhaW m\ feelingV fRU heU ZeUen¶W fake? ThaW I lRYed heU
eYen WhRXgh I VXVSecWed heU.

µLRYe VRmeRne?¶ RameVh Vaid. µWhR?¶
µNRWhing, Uncle,¶ I Vaid. µIW'V nRW imSRUWanW.'

µYRX aUe a WRWal aVVhRle, KeVhaY,¶ Anjali VcUeamed RXW lRXd. µYRX UealiVe
WhaW?¶

Maaji ZaV lRRking aW Anjali clRVel\; Vhe had heaUd Whe enWiUe
cRnfeVViRn, eYen WhRXgh Vhe hadn¶W UeacWed immediaWel\.
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µPXW WhiV kameeni in jail,¶ Maaji Vaid in a UaUe lRXd YRice. 'I kneZ Vhe
ZaV WURXble Whe da\ Vhe aUUiYed fURm abURad.¶

µShh, Maaji, VaW naam WahegXUX, VhaanW Maaji VhaanW,¶ Neelam Vaid and
WaSSed heU Salm Rn Maaji¶V hand WR calm heU dRZn.

µTake heU XSVWaiUV,¶ RameVh Vaid.
µNR, I ZanW WR liVWen WR eYeU\Whing WhiV kameeni haV WR Va\,¶ Maaji Vaid.

SaXUabh VcUaWched hiV head.
µBhai,¶ SaXUabh Vaid, UaiVing a fingeU. 'One minXWe. I¶m VWill cRnfXVed.¶

µWhaW?¶
µHRZ did Anjali cRme befRUe PUeUna died? She UeWXUned fURm Whe WUek,

WRRk an UbeU fURm Delhi aiUSRUW. PRlice checked Whe Uide deWailV and heU cell
ShRne WRZeU lRcaWiRnV. EYeU\Whing maWched XS. She had Whe beVW alibi.¶

Anjali laXghed Veeing SaXUabh¶V SeUSle[ed face.
µSee, I had a gRRd Slan, iVn¶W iW?' Anjali Vaid WR me.
I VhUXgged.

µM\ Rnl\ miVWake ZaV WhaW I liked \RX, KeVhaY,¶ Vhe Vaid. µLRYe made
me VWXSid.¶

I didn¶W UeVSRnd aV I VZallRZed haUd WR keeS m\ RZn emRWiRnV in check.
RameVh lRRked aW me.

µShe came laWeU. PUeUna¶V bRd\ ZaV alUead\ in Whe liYing URRm Zhen Vhe
aUUiYed, I UemembeU WhaW.'

µYeV, VeeUji, imSRVVible,¶ BindX Vaid, deVSeUaWe WR find a Za\ WR
e[RneUaWe heU daXghWeU. µAnd Anjali lRYed PUeUna. The\ ZeUe ViVWeUV. Wh\
ZRXld Vhe dR iW?¶

I VhRRk m\ head and Vmiled. I WXUned WR Anjali.
µAnjali, Zh\ dRn¶W \RX e[Slain iW WR eYeU\Rne?¶

Anjali SSeakV //
One Rf Whe VignV WhaW \RX'Ye Slanned a mXUdeU Zell iV WhaW SeRSle find iW

haUd WR belieYe \RX did iW eYen afWeU \RX cRnfeVV. Of cRXUVe, I had Slanned iW
Zell fURm Whe VWaUW. RighW Zhen PUeUna WRld me abRXW KaUYa ChaXWh.

ThUee ZeekV befRUe I lefW fRU m\ WUek, Ze VWRRd Rn Whe WeUUace.
Tm gRing WR keeS a faVW fRU him. On KaUYa ChaXWh.¶
'Oh,¶ I Vaid, Waking a dUag fURm m\ cigaUeWWe.

'IW iV Rld-faVhiRned. I¶m nRW hiV Zife \eW. SWill, I ZanW WR.¶
'If WhaW¶V ZhaW \RX ZanW.¶ I VhUXgged and GRRgled KaUYa ChaXWh Rn m\

ShRne. IW fell Rn 17 OcWRbeU.
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'All da\ I VWa\ hXngU\. AW dXVk I dUeVV XS. I cRme WR Whe WeUUace and ZaiW
fRU Whe mRRn WR UiVe. I lRRk aW Whe mRRn and When aW m\ man. AfWeU WhaW, I
eaW,¶ Vhe Vaid, and gaYe me a bliVVfXl Vmile.

'CXWe,¶ I Vaid.
'DRn¶W Well an\Rne aW hRme. IW¶V embaUUaVVing WR dR WhiV befRUe maUUiage.

I dRn¶W ZanW WR be WeaVed. IW¶V jXVW beWZeen him and me.¶
I GRRgled Whe mRRnUiVe Wime Rn 17 OcWRbeU. ThaW ZRXld be Whe Wime Vhe

ZRXld be Rn Whe WeUUace. AlRne.
'SXUe, I ZRn¶W Well an\Rne,¶ I Vaid. I Vcanned Whe WeUUace. I figXUed iW

ZRXld be haUd fRU an\Rne in a neighbRXUing hRXVe WR Vee ZhaW ZaV gRing Rn
heUe aW nighW, Vince MalhRWUa HRXVe iV WalleU Whan Whe adjacenW hRmeV.

I checked flighWV fURm KaWhmandX WR Delhi Rn 17 OcWRbeU. An\ URXWing
WhaW made me land eaUl\ eYening ZRXld ZRUk. Oh, and I had WR make VXUe I
landed aW Whe DRmeVWic TeUminal 1, Zhich had a meWUR VWaWiRn ZiWh a diUecW
cRnnecWiRn WR SXkhdeY VihaU, Whe VWaWiRn fRU NeZ FUiendV CRlRn\. I fRXnd a
URXWing Yia KRlkaWa.

'Thank\RX,¶ Vhe Vaid.
'If Neelam aXnW\ iV keeSing Whe faVW, ZRn'W Vhe cRme Rn Whe WeUUace and

find RXW?¶ I Vaid.
'She dReVn¶W keeS iW. She iV diabeWic and haV lRZ blRRd SUeVVXUe. DReVn¶W

VXiW heU,¶ Vhe Vaid.
I Vmiled and SXlled heU cheek.
'YRX aUe WRR URmanWic, ViVWeU,¶ I Vaid.

'Thank \RX. AcWXall\, I alVR Slan WR Well him WhaW da\ abRXW XV being
WZinV,¶ Vhe Vaid.

'Reall\?¶ I Vaid.
'Yeah, WhaW¶V an aXVSiciRXV da\, I feel. He Zill be Whe fiUVW SeUVRn I Zill

Well afWeU \RX WRld me.¶
'HRZ VZeeW.¶
'YRX Zill be back fURm \RXU WUek b\ When?¶
'I¶ll WU\,¶ I Vaid. I definiWel\ Zill, I Vaid WR m\Velf.

'GRRd. AUe \RX aSSl\ing fRU jRbV?¶ Vhe Vaid, VZiWching VXbjecWV. I haWe
WhiV WRSic. IW giYeV me an[ieW\. SWill, Vhe keeSV bUinging iW XS again and
again. SWRS Walking WR me abRXW WhiV, I ZanWed WR Well heU.

µI fUeelance nRZ, di di,' I Vaid.
'SXUe,' Vhe Vaid and URlled heU e\eV. She dReV WhaW, heU JER, Whe

jXdgemenWal e\e URll. We haYe Whe Vame e\eV. BXW I dRn'W dR Whe JER. Yeah,
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I knRZ ZhaW Vhe iV Whinking. FUeelance iV jXVW a eXShemiVm fRU being
XnemSlR\ed. I ViW aURXnd hRSing an aUWicle, UeSRUW, RU an\ RWheU ZUiWing gig
landV in m\ laS. M\ laS haV been SUeWW\ emSW\ Whe laVW feZ mRnWhV, WhRXgh.

Tm gRing WR aSSl\ fRU jRbV WRR,' I Vaid.
'If \RX ZanW WR ZRUk fRU EaWR²' Vhe VWaUWed WR Va\.

'NRW again, ViV,' I Vaid. 'SWRS. I WRld \RX, I dRn'W ZanW WR ZRUk fRU a VWXSid
aSS WhaW helSV SeRSle VWXff WheiU faceV.'

'OXch,' Vhe Vaid and lRRked aZa\.
'SRUU\, I didn'W mean iW WhaW Za\,' I Vaid. She didn'W UeVSRnd.

'EaWR iV m\ bab\,' Vhe Vaid afWeU a minXWe.
'I knRZ.'

'DRn'W demean an\Rne'V ZRUk. I'Ye WRld \RX VR man\ WimeV. WUiWing
abRXW VRcial iVVXeV dReVn'W make \RX VXSeUiRU WR RWheUV.'

'Fine, ViV. DURS iW nRZ.'
'I hiUe fifW\ SeRSle. The\ UXn WheiU hRmeV becaXVe Rf EaWR. ThaW'V Ueal

VRcial imSacW. NRW ZUiWing fRU VRme lRVVmaking, lefW-Zing, eliWiVW EngliVh
langXage neZV SRUWal nRbRd\ UeadV.'

'Nice WR knRZ \RXU WUXe feeling abRXW m\ ZRUk.'
'DRn'W call EaWR VWXSid, WhaW'V all.'
'I Vaid VRUU\.'
'GeW a gUiS Rn \RXUVelf, Anjali. YRX aUe VmaUW and bUighW.'

'I knRZ.'
'YRX dR? YRX TXiW \RXU jRb, URll jRinWV all da\, and Rf cRXUVe Whe Adi

chachX Whing,' Vhe Vaid and made a diV-gXVWedface.
'FiUVW Rf all, he iV \RXU mamX, nRW chachX. SecRnd Rf all, \RX SURmiVed

\RX Zill neYeU Walk abRXW iW WR an\Rne.'
'I am Rnl\ Walking abRXW iW WR \RX.'
'IW ZaV nRWhing, a Rne-Wime Whing, ViV,' I Vaid.

'I knRZ iW iV nRW a Rne-Wime Whing. I Vaid I ZRXld nRW Well an\Rne,
SURYided \RX VWRS. YRX haYen'W.'

'I haYe,' I Vaid.
'DRn'W lie WR \RXU RZn ViVWeU.'

I keSW TXieW. I SXlled RXW a jRinW fURm m\ SRckeW in defiance.
'GUeaW. SmRke ganja Zhen \RX dRn'W haYe an anVZeU.'

I ZanWed WR VlaS heU. She neYeU lRVW an RSSRUWXniW\ WR Sick Rn me.
IW'V m\ fXcking life, ViVWeU, I ZanWed WR Well heU. GR VXck XS WR \RXU

caSiWaliVW inYeVWRUV and make \RXU mRne\. Sell \RXU XnhealWh\ faVW fRRd
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cUaS and giYe RXW cRXSRn cRdeV fRU iW. SWXff \RXU face, geW faW and When cRYeU
WhaW faW ZiWh VeTXinV. I dRn'W VWRS \RX, dR I? Then ZhR Whe hell aUe \RX WR
VWRS me fURm dRing ZhaWeYeU I ZanW, ZiWh ZhReYeU I ZanW?

I didn'W Va\ RU dR an\Whing, Rf cRXUVe. I keSW VilenW. YRX cRXld be a WZin,
bXW if \RXU Vibling iV dRing mXch beWWeU Whan \RX in life, \RX lRVe Whe UighW WR
be an eTXal.

'He'V \RXU Xncle, Anjali,' Vhe Vaid, '\RXU mRWheU'V bURWheU.'
'PeRSle dRn'W e[acWl\ fRllRZ UelaWiRnVhiSV in WhiV famil\ aV Whe\ aUe

VXSSRVed WR.'
'IW VWill dReVn'W make iW Rka\. WhaW if m\ dad findV RXW?'
'RameVh Xncle iV nRW \RXU dad. We dRn'W knRZ RXU dad.'

She VWaUed aW me. I cRnWinXed.
'HRZ Zill RameVh Xncle find RXW? UnleVV \RX Well him.

YRX aUe Whe Rnl\ Rne ZhR knRZV. YRX VnRRSed Rn XV.'
'I haYen'W WRld him \eW, bXW I VZeaU I Zill if \RX dRn'W VWRS.'

'IV WhaW a WhUeaW?'
'Can \RX SleaVe jXVW end iW, Anjali? DRn'W bUing Vhame WR Whe famil\.'
FXck WhiV VmXg, fake famil\ and fXck WheiU all-cRnVXming ShenRmenal

feaU Rf Vhame, I ZanWed WR Va\. I WXUned aURXnd WR leaYe Whe WeUUace. She
cRnWinXed WR VeUmRniVe afWeU me eYen aV I lefW. I ignRUed heU. IW'V nRW Whe fiUVW
Wime Ze had aUgXed abRXW WhiV. I kneZ heU VcUiSW. I WRRk a dUag Rf m\ jRinW
WR UelieYe Whe Sain Rf heU ZRUdV. IW didn'W helS. I Zalked dRZn Whe VWeSV WR
Adi'V flRRU. I WRRk RXW Whe dXSlicaWe ke\ he had giYen me.

'He\,' he Vaid aV I Zalked in. 'WhaW'V XS.'He had a glaVV Rf ZhiVke\ in
hiV hand.

'I need haUdeU VWXff,' I Vaid, and WRVVed m\ jRinW aVide.
'WhaW haSSened, babe?' he Vaid.
'Can\RX nRW aVk me an\ TXeVWiRnV and giYe me a line?'

'SXUe,' he Vaid and VWRRd XS. He came back fURm hiV URRm ZiWh a Vmall
SackeW Rf ZhiWe SRZdeU. Like a SUR, he made a line Rn Whe dining Wable.

'When aUe \RX leaYing fRU \RXU WUek?'
Tn a Zeek,' I Vaid. I benW RYeU WR VnRUW Whe cRcaine.
'And Zhen Zill \RX be back, babe?'

'17 OcWRbeU²maUk WhaW daWe' I Vaid, and inhaled deeSl\ aV Whe SRZdeU
hiW m\ inVideV.

ThUee ZeekV laWeU
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M\ IndigR flighW fURm KaWhmandX Yia KRlkaWa landed fifWeen minXWeV
eaUl\ in Delhi, aW 6.15S.m. aW TeUminal 1, IndiUa Gandhi InWeUnaWiRnal
AiUSRUW. I cRllecWed m\ bag and came RXW Rf Whe WeUminal bXilding.

I meVVaged PUeUna.
Tm back. JXVW landed.'
'See\RX VRRn, ViV.'
'All VeW fRU KaUYa ChaXWh?'

'YeVVV, geWWing Uead\,' Vhe UeSlied, alRng ZiWh a Velfie Rf heUV ZeaUing a
Ued-gRld lehenga.

'YRX lRRk VWXnning,' I UeVSRnded.
'Thank\RX.'
'When aUe mRRn and man cRming?'
'MRRn VhRXld be XS in Whe Vk\ in an hRXU RU VR. AccRUdingl\, man ZRXld

be leaYing MalYi\ a NagaU VRRn.'
I UeSlied ZiWh WZR laXghWeU emRjiV.

She had heU eYening SlanV. I had mine. I RUdeUed an UbeU. A MaUXWi
SZifW D]iUe, dUiYen b\ KaUWaU Singh, ZhR had a UaWing Rf 4.6 VWaUV, came WR
Sick me XS in fiYe minXWeV.

He aVked if I needed helS ZiWh m\ hXge backSack. I had caUUied iW fRU
ZeekV in NeSal'V mRXnWainV.

'IW'V fine. I'll keeS iW ZiWh me Rn Whe backVeaW iWVelf I Vaid.
'Oka\, madam. Ma\ I VWaUW Whe Uide?'
'SXUe.'

He VZiSed Whe 'Uide VWaUW' bXWWRn Rn hiV ShRne. The UbeU VcUeen
diVSla\ed Whe beVW URXWe and Whe eVWimaWed Wime WR RXU deVWinaWiRn.

'NeZ FUiendV CRlRn\, madam? LRW Rf WUaffic aW WhiV Wime. One hRXU and
fifWeen minXWeV'

GUeaW, I Vaid in m\ head.
'Damn, I haYe an XUgenW meeWing,' I Vaid.

Til gR aV faVW aV SRVVible. BXW Rffice Wime nRZ VR...' Whe dUiYeU Vaid.
'SRmeRne iV ZaiWing aW NeZ FUiendV CRlRn\ fRU m\ VignaWXUe. He haV a

WUain afWeUZaUdV fURm Ni]amXddin.¶
I RSened GRRgle MaSV Rn m\ ShRne. FURm m\ lRcaWiRn WR MalhRWUa

HRXVe, iW alVR VhRZed Whe e[acW Vame dUiYing Wime aV Whe UbeU aSS²Rne
hRXU and fifWeen minXWeV. HRZeYeU, iW alVR VhRZed Whe meWUR RSWiRn. UVing
Whe MagenWa line Rf Whe Delhi MeWUR, iW ZaV Rnl\ WhiUW\-VeYen minXWeV WR m\
deVWinaWiRn. IW inYRlYed Waking a WhiUW\-minXWe meWUR Uide fURm TeUminal 1
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XnWil SXkhdeY VihaU VWaWiRn, Zhich ZaV a fiYe-minXWe dUiYe fURm MalhRWUa
HRXVe. ThiV WhiUW\-VeYen-minXWe RSWiRn gaYe me a fXll WhiUW\-eighW minXWeV
RYeU Whe Wa[i.

'Ma\ I aVk\RXfRU a hXge faYRXU, dUiYeU bhai\a?' 'SXUe,
madam, haSS\ WR helS.'

'TheUe'V a meWUR VWaWiRn aW WhiV WeUminal. I can Wake WhaW WR SXkhdeY VihaU
meWUR VWaWiRn. I Zill call m\ SeUVRn WheUe and Vign m\ SaSeUV. B\ WhaW Wime,
\RX Ueach ZiWh m\ lXggage. MeeW me WheUe aW Whe VWaWiRn SaUking. TheUe¶V a
hXge PaWanjali banneU. UnmiVVable.'

The dUiYeU WRRk a feZ VecRndV WR abVRUb m\ inVWUXcWiRnV.
'SR\RX Zill keeS m\ Uide alVR?FRU Whe lXggage?'

'YeV, m\ bag iV WZenW\ kilRV and bXlk\. IW'll be mXch eaVieU in Whe meWUR
ZiWhRXW iW. DRn'W ZRUU\, \RX Zill geW Said like a UegXlaU Uide.'

'Oka\, madam, aV \RX ZiVh,' Whe dUiYeU Vaid. I checked Whe Wime Rn m\
ShRne: 6.52 S.m. An hRXU and fifWeen fURm nRZ ZRXld be 8.07S.m. I
meVVaged PUeUna:

'M\ ShRne iV d\ing VR ma\ nRW be Ueachable. BXW can \RX cRme WR Whe
WeUUace in e[acWl\ fRUW\-fiYe minXWeV? I ZanW WR TXickl\ Vee m\ SUeWW\ ViVWeU
and leaYe befRUe he aUUiYeV.'

'Oh. Oka\, VXUe,' Vhe UeSlied ZiWh a Vmile\.
'See\RX VRRn. FRUW\-fiYe minXWeV, Rka\?'
She UeSlied ZiWh a WhXmbV XS emRji.

I SXW m\ ShRne Rn VilenW mRde and VliSSed iW inWR Rne Rf Whe SRckeWV Rf
m\ backSack.

'PaWanjali banneU, Rka\? SXkhdeY VihaU meWUR VWaWiRn. See \RX,¶ I Vaid
and VWeSSed RXW Rf Whe caU.

The meWUR cURZd in Whe eYening can cUXVh \RX eYen in Whe ladieV
cRmSaUWmenW. FRUWXnaWel\, I fRXnd a WUain ZiWh enRXgh VWanding URRm. The
meWUR deSaUWed TeUminal 1 aW 6.56 S.m. The RYeUbUidge WUain ]iSSed WhURXgh
Delhi. I like hRZ Whe meWUR WXUnV claVV XSVide dRZn and deliYeUV jXVWice.
The middle claVVeV mRYe faVW, Zhile Whe XSSeU claVVeV face WUafficjamV in
WheiU fanc\ caUV belRZ XV. JXVWice, WhaW'V ZhaW'V miVVing VRmeWimeV. TR SXW iW
mildl\, life haVn'W been faiU WR me.

AV Whe WUain VSed, m\ SaVW UXVhed aW me.
SeaWWle
TZenW\-Rne \eaUV agR
'Ma, Zh\ iV \RXU AmeUican fUiend liYing ZiWh XV nRZ?1
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'He¶V nRW jXVW m\ fUiend, he'V GUeg, \RXU dad,¶ GeeWX Vaid. She SRXUed a
gRlden liTXid fURm a bRWWle inWR heU glaVV. I VaW aW Whe dining Wable Rf RXU
Rne-URRm hRXVe. A can Rf baked beanV and WZR dU\ VliceV Rf WRaVW la\ in
fURnW Rf me.

'NR. M\ dad iV JRgi. WheUe iV he? YRX Vaid he ZenW WR ZRUk Rn a VhiS.¶
'NR, he didn'W. He lefW XV. He VWill dUiYeV a cab in SeaWWle.'

GeeWX WRRk a ViS Rf heU dUink.
'BXW\RX Vaid he ZenW WR ZRUk Rn a VhiS. YRX lied?'
'EaW\RXU dinneU, Anjali,' Vhe Vaid.

'I dRn'W like WhiV dinneU. YRX giYe me WhiV eYeU\ da\. I haWe iW.'
GeeWX glaUed aW me. 'I haYe WR Wake caUe Rf \RX. EYeU\ da\. DR I lRYe iW?¶
I Sicked XS a VSRRn WR eaW m\ fRRd; I had heaUd WhiV man\ WimeV.
'Wh\ dReV GUeg haYe WR be m\ dad?' I Vaid, afWeU a feZ biWeV Rf Whe

keWchXS-VRaked VRgg\ beanV.
'BecaXVe he Sa\V fRU eYeU\Whing.'
'Wh\ didJRgi dad leaYe XV?' I Vaid.

'EaW \RXU fRRd TXieWl\ RU I Zill VlaS \RX again,¶ GeeWX Vaid, finiVhing heU
dUink in Rne gXlS.

SeaWWle
TZR-and-a-half \eaUV agR
GUeg Vlammed Whe dRRU VhXW in diVgXVW and lefW Whe hRXVe. GeeWX and I

VaW Rn Whe cRXcheV facing Whe fiUeSlace. She WXUned WR me, agiWaWed.
'Did \RX haYe WR annR\ him?¶ Vhe Vaid. 'I WRld \RX he likeV TUXmS. He¶V

a die-haUd ReSXblican. Did\RX haYe WR gR WR WhaW anWi-TUXmS Uall\?¶
'DR \RX eYen knRZ ZhaW TUXmS haV been Va\ing and dRing?¶ I Vaid.
'NR, and I dRn¶W caUe. All I caUe abRXW iV VaYing m\ alUead\ WURXbled

maUUiage. And \RX aUen'W helSing.'
'HRZ am I UeVSRnVible fRU \RXU bad maUUiage, Ma?' 'YRX

knRZ GUeg dReVn'W like \RX mXch'
'WhaWeYeU. The feeling iV mXWXal.'

'Wh\ did \RX eYen cRme WR liYe heUe? YRX'Ue WZenW\-WhUee, Rld enRXgh
WR be Rn \RXU RZn.'

'I WhRXghW \RX ZRXld be haSS\. I ZaV beWZeen jRbV. I WhRXghW I ZRXld
liYe ZiWh \RX fRU a Zhile.'

'Well, I'm nRW haSS\. And \RX ZeUe fiUed fURm \RXU jRb. Wh\? Did \RX
alVR aUgXe ZiWh \RXU VeniRUV WheUe like \RX did ZiWh GUeg?'

I VWaUed aW GeeWX.

Downloaded from https://www.studycrux.com



'GUeg'V an aVV. He'V UXde and naUURZ-minded. He can'W VWand a ZRman
ZiWh heU RZn VWURng RSiniRnV, like me.'

'NeiWheU can I,' GeeWX Vaid. She WRRk a ViS Rf heU ZhiVke\, heU fRXUWh
dUink fRU Whe eYening.

'WhaW?'
GeeWX'VShRne Singed. She VhRZed Whe meVVage WR me.
'IW'V eiWheU heU RU me. ChRRVe,' GUeg had VenW heU.
'WhaW Whe hell,' I Vaid. µTell him WR fXck Rff.'

GeeWX keSW heU ShRne aVide. She SRXUed heUVelf anRWheU dUink.
'WhaW? Tell him. Tell him he can'W aVk \RX WR abandRn \RXU RZn

daXghWeU.'
GeeWX VimSl\ Vighed and WRRk a ViS. HeU ShRne Singed again.
'ChRRVe nRZ. OU \RX Zill heaU fURm a diYRUce laZ\eU,' GUeg had

meVVaged heU.
GeeWX'V hand began WR Vhake. TeaUV URlled dRZn heU cheekV.

'Ma, WheVe aUe bXllVhiW WhUeaWV. He'V VXlking.'
'EnRXgh. LeaYe, Anjali. I dRn'W caUe, geW a jRb and a hRme. We can be in

WRXch. BXW \RX can'W VWa\ in WhiV hRXVe.'
'WhaW aUe \RX Va\ing, Ma...'
'I can'W lRVe Rne mRUe hXVband becaXVe Rf \RX.'
'WhaW?'

'PleaVe. I haYe UaiVed \RX. I did m\ dXW\. NRZ figXUe \RXU life RXW.'
The ZhiVke\ had made heU Va\ WhingV Vhe ZRXldn'W haYe nRUmall\.

'WhaW dXW\? WhaW lRVe Rne mRUe hXVband?'
jRgi lefW me becaXVe Rf \RX,' Vhe Vaid and began WR VRb. 'And nRZ GUeg

Zill WRR. DRn'W be a cXUVe Rn me. PleaVe, SleaVe, I beg \RX.'
When GeeWX dUinkV, Vhe geWV emRWiRnal. When Vhe dUinkV e[WUa, Vhe geWV

e[WUa-emRWiRnal. HeU WeaUV didn'W VWRS.
µCXUVe? And ZhaW dR \RX mean JRgi lefW \RX becaXVe Rf me?¶
µYeV, and nRZ GUeg Zill WRR. And I Zill be hRmeleVV again. YRX dRn¶W

UemembeU WhRVe da\V, mRYing fURm Rne hRmeleVV VhelWeU WR anRWheU. UnWil
GUeg gaYe XV a hRme.'

µBXW Zh\ me? WhaW did JRgi haYe againVW me? I ZaV WhUee \eaUV Rld.¶
µBXW\RX ZeUe nRW RXUV,¶ GeeWX Vaid.

OYeU Whe ne[W hRXU, Vhe WRld me hRZ I'd cRme WR liYe ZiWh heU. IW VhRRk
m\ ZRUld aV I kneZ iW. I UemembeU blacking RXW, eYen WhRXgh I had nRW had
a dURS WR dUink WhaW nighW.
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The jeUk aV Whe WUain VWRSSed aW Whe VaVanW VihaU VWaWiRn bURXghW me
back WR Whe SUeVenW. The WUain cRnWinXed and SaVVed MXniUka and R.K. PXU
am. The URcking mRWiRn and flaVhing lighWV Rf Whe ciW\ caVW VhadRZV inVide
m\ head. I ZaV Whe abandRned WZin, Zhile PUeUna had eYeU\Whing. Wh\?
She ZaV ZealWhieU, haSSieU, mRUe accRmSliVhed ... and mRUe Whan an\Whing,
lRYed. Wh\ did m\ chRVen field²jRXUnaliVm²face Rne la\Rff afWeU
anRWheU, Zhile PUeUna¶V VWaUWXS UeceiYed Rne URXnd Rf fXnding afWeU anRWheU?
Wh\ did I gURZ XS in Win\ cRXncil hRXVeV, aW Whe meUc\ RfGeeWX'V hXVbandV,
Zhile PUeUna liYed in RSXlence? Wh\ did PUeUna haYe all Whe mRne\, Zhile I
had WR beg SeRSle fRU WZR-WhRXVand-UXSee-an-aUWicle jRbV? Wh\ did Vhe find
lRYe and maUUiage, Zhile I VWUXggled fURm Rne UelaWiRnVhiS WR Whe ne[W? HRZ
daUe Vhe lecWXUe me WR VWRS being ZiWh Adi Zhile Vhe dUeVVed XS WR celebUaWe
KaUYa ChaXWh befRUe heU maUUiage?

Adi and I ZeUen¶W ZhaW Vhe WhRXghW. Adi and I acWXall\ cRnnecWed. We
ZeUe Whe MalhRWUa famil\ miVfiWV, afWeU all.

I UemembeU Zhen I came XS ZiWh WhiV ama]ing idea Rf a SURfeVViRnal
mXVic YideR fRU Adi. I ZRXld haYe SURdXced and diUecWed iW. IW cRXld haYe
giYen Adi'V caUeeU a bRRVW. IW cRXld haYe giYen me an alWeUnaWiYe caUeeU aV
Zell. IW had meanW VR mXch WR XV. YeV, iW ZRXld haYe cRVW WZenW\ lakh
UXSeeV. RameVh Xncle, Ze aVked \RX, and \RX didn¶W Whink iW ZaV VXch a
gUeaW idea. NRW ecRnRmicall\ Yiable, iV ZhaW he Vaid \RX WRld him. Reall\?
Onl\ \RXU ideaV aUe gUeaW?

µYRX Whink WZenW\ lakhV iV a jRke?¶ RameVh Xncle had Vaid WR Adi'V face.
NR, iW iV nRW a jRke; Whe jRke iV WhaW Whe ne[W mRnWh he VSenW fifW\ lakhV Rn
PUeUna'V engagemenW. FifW\ fXcking lakhV fRU a VWXSid SaUW\.

EYeU\bRd\ caUed abRXW PUeUna. PUeUna, PUeUna, PUeUna. WhR cRXld haYe
been me. If Whe WRVV ZeUe diffeUenW. If I gRW Whe head and Vhe Whe Wail.

DR \RX knRZ Whe haUdeVW emRWiRn WR admiW WR in WhiV ZRUld? IW¶V enY\.
Well, iW iVn¶W haUd fRU me. I am enYiRXV. Of Whe life Vhe had aV a child, Whe
lRYe Vhe gRW fURm WhiV famil\ and When fURm SaXUabh. The nRUmalc\ and
eaVe ZiWh Zhich eYeU\Whing ZRUked RXW fRU heU. HeU enWiWlemenW and VmXg
indiffeUence WR iW all. I haWe iW. All WhiV cRnVXmeV me, in m\ WhRXghWV, all Whe
fXcking Wime, eYen WhRXgh I haWe Whinking abRXW all WhiV. Well, WhaW ZaV
gRing WR end WRda\.

The WUain Ueached Whe Kalkaji MandiU VWRS. I SUa\ed fURm Whe meWUR
cRach iWVelf, Veeking fRUgiYeneVV fRU ZhaW I ZaV abRXW WR dR. I had Whe
cRnVcience WR UealiVe ZhaW I ZaV abRXW WR dR ZaV ZURng, eYen WhRXgh I ZaV
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VWill gRing WR dR iW. AfWeU Rne mRUe VWRS, Okhla NSIC, Whe WUain SXlled inWR
SXkhdeY VihaU. I checked Whe Wime Rn m\ ZUiVWZaWch: 7.26 S.m.

I Uan dRZn Whe VWeSV Rf Whe meWUR VWaWiRn WR Whe aXWRV ZaiWing RXWVide. I
fRXnd a Vmall TXeXe.

T'm XnZell. Feel like YRmiWing. I need WR geW hRme. Can I SleaVe jXmS
Whe TXeXe, Uncle?¶ I Vaid WR a man aW Whe fURnW. He VWeSSed aVide.

µA-956, NeZ FUiendV CRlRn\,¶ I WRld Whe aXWR dUiYeU.
The WhUee-ZheeleU dURYe WhURXgh Whe naUURZ laneV inWR NeZ FUiendV

CRlRn\. M\ heaUW beaW faVW aV each minXWe felW like an hRXU.
DURS me in Whe back lane,¶ I Vaid aV I Ueached A BlRck. He WRRk me Wen

meWUeV aZa\ fURm Whe back dRRU enWUance Rf MalhRWUa HRXVe. M\ ZaWch
Vaid 7.33 S.m. The Vk\ RXWVide had WXUned daUk. The mRRn hadn¶W cRme RXW
\eW.

µI haYe ZRUk fRU fifWeen minXWeV. If \RX ZaiW aW Whe end Rf Whe lane, I Zill
gR back WR Whe VWaWiRn ZiWh \RX. I¶ll giYe \RX WZR hXndUed UXSeeV e[WUa.¶

The aXWR dUiYeU¶V e\eV liW XS. He nRdded in agUeemenW.
I Uan RXW Rf Whe aXWR WR Whe back dRRU. I had a ke\. HRZeYeU, PUeUna had

lefW Whe back dRRU RSen fRU SaXUabh. I SXVhed iW RSen. I checked Whe VWaiUV
abRYe me. I cRXldn¶W Vee an\Rne. I WiSWRed XS Whe VWaiUV, ZiWh Rnl\ m\ lRXd
heaUW fRU cRmSan\. I SaVVed Whe kiWchen. I heaUd fU\ing VRXndV and Neelam
aXnW\ and GRSika Walking abRXW VSiceV. I climbed XS WR Whe WeUUace. I
cRXldn¶W Vee an\Rne WheUe. I VWRRd aW Whe ledge.

I checked Whe Wime² 7.37S.m.
PUeUna ZaVn¶W WheUe \eW. She had SURmiVed WR meeW me in fRUW\-fiYe

minXWeV, Zhen I had meVVaged heU fURm Whe aiUSRUW. ThaW ZRXld be aURXnd
nRZ. If Vhe didn¶W aUUiYe in Whe ne[W feZ minXWeV, RU if SaXUabh aUUiYed
befRUe heU, Whe enWiUe Slan ZRXld fall aSaUW.

I VWaUed aW m\ ZaWch. 7.38 S.m. 7.39 S.m.
CUeakkk, Whe VRXnd Rf Whe dRRU RSening made me lRRk WRZaUdV iW. The

giUl in Whe Ued-gRld lehenga ZaV WheUe, ZiWh a SRRja SlaWe in heU hand.
'Anjali, ZRZ, \RX aUe alUead\ heUe,' Vhe Vaid. 'YRX mXVW be WiUed afWeU

\RXU WUiS!
'M\ beaXWifXl ViVWeU' I Vaid.

'Thank \RX. I'm VR hXngU\. He beWWeU cRme VRRn' Vhe Vaid.
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CKDSWHU 60
µHe\ BhagZan' Neelam Vaid, heU handV cRYeUing heU face.
µDidn¶W I Va\ befRUe? O aa\a Vi. She came. LRRkV like a bR\ an\Za\

ZiWh heU VhRUW haiU and Whin fUame' Maaji Vaid.
Neelam UemRYed heU handV fURm heU face.
µWhaW a Slan' RameVh Vaid.

'YeV, Uncle. She did haYe Whe SeUfecW alibi. She aUUiYed afWeU Whe mXUdeU.
The SRlice checked heU ShRne. IW VhRZed heU being en URXWe fURm Whe aiUSRUW
WR hRme. She had keSW iW in heU backSack, Zhich ZaV in Whe caU. The UbeU
Uide WimeV and URXWeV alVR maWched. Onl\, Vhe ZaVn¶W in Whe UbeU RU neaU heU
ShRne. CleYeU, Anjali, YeU\ cleYeU' SaXUabh Vaid.

µWhaW am I VXSSRVed WR Va\? ThankV?¶ Anjali Vaid.
µNRW aV cleYeU aV m\ fUiend WhRXgh' SaXUabh Vaid and WXUned WR me.

µHRZ did \RX eYen find RXW, bhai?¶
µYeah, I¶m cXUiRXV WRR. WiWh VXch a SeUfecW Slan, hRZ did \RX VXVSecW

heU?¶ RameVh Vaid.
I Vmiled aW RameVh and SaXUabh.
'GRlX, UemembeU Zhen Ze landed fURm AmUiWVaU?¶
µYeV' SaXUabh Vaid.

µWe had WR gR WR Rana¶V Rffice. We ZeUe laWe. I called Anjali. YRX ZeUe
XSVeW ZiWh Whe ZhRle ³Zh\ did \RX Va\ deaU´ Whing.¶

µI ZaVn¶W²¶ SaXUabh Vaid bXW I inWeUUXSWed him.
µYRX ZeUe. An\Za\, dReVn¶W maWWeU. RemembeU?¶

µYeV' SaXUabh Vaid. µFaUmeUV¶ Uall\. GRRgle MaSV Vaid WZR hRXUV fURm
Whe aiUSRUW.¶

µAnd Anjali VXggeVWed Ze Wake Whe meWUR fURm TeUminal 1. IW¶V mXch
faVWeU.¶

µOh' SaXUabh Vaid, hiV mRXWh RSen. 'Oh \eah. TR gR WR Rana¶V Rffice.¶
µShe gaYe a VimSle VXggeVWiRn, bXW iW made me Whink.¶

µAn\Whing elVe?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µThen I UemembeUed PUeUna¶V DNA UeSRUW.¶

µWhaW? The\ fRXnd nRWhing. NR fRUeign DNA' SaXUabh Vaid.
µE[acWl\. BXW neighbRXUV heaUd nRiVeV and NeeUaj VaZ a VWUXggle. SWill

nR Rne elVe¶V DNA? SWUange, UighW?¶
µGlRYeV?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.

µOWheU bRd\ SaUWV cRme inWR cRnWacW in an inWenVe VWUXggle. HaiU, nail
UeVidXe, dead Vkin. GlRYeV can¶W cRnceal eYeU\Whing. ThiV iV DNA, nRW
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fingeUSUinWV. BXW Whe SRlice fRXnd nRWhing.¶
µSR? And hRZ iV WhiV cRnnecWed WR Anjali?¶ RameVh Vaid.

µWhaW ZeUe Anjali and PUeUna? In UealiW\?¶ I Vaid.
µTZin ViVWeUV,¶ RameVh Vaid.

µE[acWl\. The\ aUe idenWical WZinV,' I Vaid. µIdenWical. GRW iW?¶
SaXUabh VcUaWched hiV head.

µOh m\ GRd. IdenWical DNA WRR. TZinV haYe idenWical DNA.¶
µThe\ fRXnd nR RWheU DNA. The\ fRXnd Whe Vame DNA aV PUeUna,¶ I

Vaid.
µWRZ,¶ SaXUabh Vaid. EYeU\Rne WRRk a mRmenW WR abVRUb Whe neZ

infRUmaWiRn. I cRnWinXed.
'Then I WhRXghW Rf Whe mRWiYeV. ReVenWmenW Rf a Vibling ZhR had gRW Whe

beWWeU end Rf Whe deal in life, in almRVW eYeU\Whing. NR emRWiRnal aWWachmenW
aV VXch, becaXVe Whe\ gUeZ XS aSaUW.¶

µI did lRYe PUeUna,¶ Anjali Vaid in a VRfW YRice.
I leW RXW a Vigh.

µSRme lRYe WhaW ZaV, Anjali,¶ SaXUabh Vaid. µGR Rn, bhai, an\Whing
elVe?¶

µYeV. I had Whe mRWiYe, meWhRd and ma\be eYen VRme cRUURbRUaWiRn
ZiWh Whe nR-DNA fRXnd Rn Whe bRd\ SRinW. I needed mRUe. A hXndUed SeU
cenW cRnfiUmaWiRn. And fRU WhaW UeaVRn, I had WR geW clRVe WR Anjali.¶

Anjali lRRked aW me.
I WRRk RXW m\ ShRne. I RSened a SicWXUe.
I diVSla\ed m\ ShRne WR eYeU\Rne.

µThiV iV Whe clRVe-XS SicWXUe Rf Adi¶V dead bRd\. See Whe maUkV Rn Whe
cheVW²lRYe biWeV, RU hicke\V.¶

RameVh adjXVWed hiV VSecWacleV WR lRRk aW Whe SicWXUe.
µTheVe aUe inWenVe,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.

µYeV, VRme like WR mi[ SleaVXUe ZiWh Sain,¶ I Vaid. Anjali¶V lRRk WXUned
inWR a glaUe. I VZiSed WR Whe ne[W SicWXUe.

'And WhiV iV Whe SicWXUe Rf m\ cheVW. Taken aW m\ hRXVe, afWeU Anjali and
I...¶ I Vaid and became TXieW. PeRSle XndeUVWRRd ZhaW I meanW.

µYRX and Anjali? WheUe? When?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µMalYi\a NagaU. NRW imSRUWanW. LRRk aW Whe SicWXUe?

µOh, Whe e[acW Vame maUkV' SaXUabh Vaid. µSimilaU WeeWh biWeV?
I VhUXgged.

µUnbelieYable. SR \RX alVR knRZ hRZ m\ bURWheU died?¶ RameVh Vaid.
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µYRX VcRlded Adi WhaW nighW. Anjali ZenW WR Vee him laWeU. He ZaV
bURken. He ZanWed WR cRme clean WR \RX. He had VWRlen Whe Uing, bXW he had
nRW mXUdeUed PUema. He ZanWed WR Well \RX eYeU\Whing, Uncle. Anjali
cRXldn¶W leW WhaW haSSen. She came WR meeW him again eaUl\ in Whe mRUning,
UighW befRUe he ZenW fRU hiV jRg. The\ made lRYe. She VXggeVWed Whe\ dR
heURin. She RYeUdRVed him. And gaYe him VRme mRUe Zhen he SaVVed RXW.
RighW, Anjali?¶

µYeV? Anjali Vaid. µSR? I did iW WR SURWecW m\Velf. In m\ bRRk, iW¶V VWill
beWWeU Whan Whe aVVhRle ZhR makeV lRYe fRU eYidence?

µYRX killed Adi WRR? SleSW ZiWh him?¶ RameVh Vaid, mRXWh RSen in
VhRck.

µYRX had an affaiU ZiWh Adi?¶ BindX Vaid.
Anjali didn¶W anVZeU. She jXVW WXUned heU ga]e dRZnZaUdV.
µPUema kneZ abRXW Whe affaiU and did nRW aSSURYe Rf iW. Anjali ZaV

alZa\V ZRUUied Vhe ZRXld UeYeal eYeU\Whing WR \RX, RameVh Xncle. ASaUW
fURm Whe UeVenWmenW, WhiV alVR became anRWheU UeaVRn WR kill heU,¶ I Vaid.

Anjali did nRW UeVSRnd.
µAll WheVe? BindX Vaid, heU YRice bUeaking, µall WheVe aUe jXVW WheRUieV.

YRX aUe nRW gRing WR Vend m\ daXghWeU WR jail. She iV all I haYe?
µShe haV alUead\ cRnfeVVed? I Vaid.

µNRW in fURnW Rf Whe SRlice RU in cRXUW. All \RXU nRnVenVe WheRUieV mean
nRWhing. WheUe iV Whe SURRf?¶ BindX Vaid.

µAll WhiV iV nRW SURRf?¶ SaXUabh Vaid. µSimilaU lRYe biWeV Rn Adi¶V bRd\
aV Vhe gaYe WR KeVhaY?¶

I Vignalled WR SaXUabh, aVking him WR be TXieW. I Vmiled.
µI knRZ, BindX aXnW\. WhaW iV needed in cRXUW iV VRlid, iUUefXWable

eYidence. ThaW iV Zh\ iW WRRk me VRme Wime. YRX Vee, ACP Rana had WR XVe
hiV inflXence. WiWh VRmeRne VeniRU in Whe Delhi MeWUR?

µWh\?¶ RameVh Vaid.
µTR geW Whe enWiUe CCTV fRRWage fRU Whe MagenWa line fURm Whe aiUSRUW.

FURm 6.45S.m. WR 7.45 S.m. On 17 OcWRbeU?
I Sla\ed Whe YideR Rf Whe CCTV meWUR fRRWage again.

µThaW¶V heU. PUa\ing aW Whe Kalkaji WemSle VWRS. The Vame WUekking jackeW
Vhe ZRUe WhaW da\. RemembeU?¶ I Vaid.

Anjali VWRRd XS.
'Oka\, Whe game iV XS. Fine, KeVhaY, ZhaW dR \RX ZanW Whem WR dR ZiWh

me? Kill me? Fine, gR ahead?
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I VhRRk m\ head.
µThaW¶V nRW hRZ Whe jXVWice V\VWem ZRUkV. ACP Rana and InVSecWRU

Singh aUe Rn WheiU Za\?
EYeU\Rne fUR]e.

µOne Whing, bhai,¶ SaXUabh Vaid, µWhe SRlice Vaid NamUaWa¶V ShRne ZaV in
Whe Vame cell WRZeU lRcaWiRn aV MalhRWUa HRXVe?

µThaW¶V becaXVe Rf me,¶ RameVh Vaid.
EYeU\Rne WXUned WR RameVh.

µI had called heU WR Whe NeZ FUiendV CRlRn\ maUkeW. TR diVcXVV hRZ WR
cRnYince PUeUna WR agUee WR giYe me Whe mRne\. I didn¶W gR fRU Saan. I ZaV
jXVW Rn Whe Za\ WR meeW NamUaWa, Zhen all WhiV haSSened?

SaXUabh leW RXW a Vigh and nRdded.
µPRlice?¶ Maaji Vaid, aV ViUenV became aXdible in Whe diVWance.
µNR,¶ BindX VcUeamed, aV Vhe bURke dRZn in WeaUV. She hXgged Anjali

WighW, bXW Anjali did nRW UeciSURcaWe. She cRnWinXed WR VWaUe aW me.
The dRRUbell Uang. JXVWice had finall\ aUUiYed aW MalhRWUa HRXVe.
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CKDSWHU 61
µYRX gX\V VRlYed Whe KaUYa ChaXWh mXUdeU?¶ JacRb Vaid.
TZR da\V afWeU Anjali¶V aUUeVW, I ZaV back in Rffice. I lRRked XS aW JacRb

fURm m\ cXbicle, VXUSUiVed.
µSiU? HRZ did \RX knRZ?¶
µHeUe, iW iV in Whe SaSeUV. CRngUaWV.¶
JacRb dURSSed Whe neZVSaSeU Rn m\ Wable and lefW.
I Uead Whe headline Rn Sage WZR.

'HRZ WZR deWecWiYeV ZRUked ZiWh Delhi MeWUR WR VRlYe Whe KaUYa
ChaXWh mXUdeU'.

The aUWicle menWiRned RXU mRdXV RSeUand!. IW eYen caUUied RXU nameV
and Win\ SicWXUeV.

I WXUned WR SaXUabh in Whe adjacenW cXbicle.
µHe\, \RX VaZ WhiV?¶ I Vaid.

µSaZ iW? I made iW haSSen,¶ SaXUabh Vaid and Zinked aW me.
µWhaW?¶

µI cRXldn¶W leW Whe SRlice Wake all Whe cUediW WhiV Wime. I called Whe gX\ in
Delhi MeWUR ZhR helSed \RX. I aVked him if he ZanWed WR be famRXV. He
did, VR he helSed me ciUcXlaWe VRme SUeVV UeleaVeV.¶

µWRZ,¶ I Vaid.
µWhaW?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
I VhRRk m\ head and Vmiled.
µI cRXld haYe giYen Whem a beWWeU SicWXUe,¶ I Vaid.

One Zeek laWeU
I VaW in m\ O\R RRRmV aW nighW, Vcanning WhURXgh Anjali¶V URmanWic

chaWV ZiWh me RYeU Whe SaVW WZR mRnWhV.
µI lRYe \RX, KeVhaY. ThiV iV Whe fiUVW Wime I haYe lRYed VRmeRne like

WhiV,¶ Vhe had Vaid in Rne Rf Whe meVVageV.
µDR \RX lRYe me WRR?' Vhe had VenW me laWeU. I had Rnl\ UeSlied ZiWh a

Vmile\ emRji.
I lRRked XS aW Whe lRZ ceiling Rf m\ Win\ URRm and WhRXghW Rf heU. TeaUV

filled m\ e\eV.
µI did lRYe \RX WRR,¶ I ZhiVSeUed.

The lRXd Uing Rf Whe landline in m\ URRm inWeUUXSWed m\ WhRXghWV. IW
ZaV Whe UeceSWiRniVW. I had a gXeVW called SaXUabh. Since he aSSeaUed male,
he cRXld cRme XSVWaiUV.

µBhai, WhiV iV Rne Win\ URRm' SaXUabh Vaid aV he came inVide.
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µNRZ WhaW Whe caVe iV dRne, I Zill lRRk fRU an aSaUWmenW?
SaXUabh VaW dRZn Rn Whe cRmeU Rf Whe bed.
µWhaW kind Rf Slace aUe \RX lRRking fRU?¶
µHaV WR be lRZ-cRVW. I Slan WR TXiW C\beUSafe' I Vaid.

µOh. Wh\? YRX Zill neYeU find a bRVV eaVieU WR fRRl Whan JacRb.¶
µIW¶V nRW WhaW. M\ heaUW iV nRW in Whe jRb. I haYe Rne life, I dRn¶W ZanW WR

liYe iW dRing VRmeWhing I dRn¶W ZanW WR.¶
µWhaW aUe \RX gRing WR dR?¶

µRXn Z DeWecWiYeV. TU\ WR find and VRlYe gRRd caVeV. The UecenW neZV
cRYeUage Zill helS. And in Whe VSaUe Wime, SUeSaUe fRU IPS.¶

TPS? PRlice?¶
µYeV, I¶m WiUed Rf gRing WR Whe SRlice fRU eYeU\Whing. InYeVWigaWing caVeV

ZiWh nR aXWhRUiW\. If I lRYe iW VR mXch, mighW aV Zell gR all in.¶
µNice idea,¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µYRX cRXld cRnVideU iW WRR. YRX aUe a gUeaW deWecWiYe.¶

µThank \RX.¶
We keSW TXieW fRU a feZ VecRndV. SaXUabh bURke Whe Vilence.

µDid \RX lRYe Anjali?' he Vaid.
I lRRked aW him.
µOka\, dRn¶W anVZeU WhaW.¶
µI did,¶ I Vaid.
µI¶m VRUU\, bhai, WhaW iW WXUned RXW WhiV Za\.¶

µThe caVe iV mRUe imSRUWanW. I caUe fRU \RX mRUe Whan I eYeU did fRU heU.
I had WR geW \RX jXVWice.¶

SaXUabh lRRked aW me.
µBhai, can \RX cRme liYe in m\ hRXVe?¶
µWhaW?¶

µYeV, WhaW¶V Zh\ I came WR Vee \RX. IW¶V lRnel\ liYing alRne. I haYe a
Vmall VSaUe bedURRm. UVe iW WR SUeSaUe fRU \RXU IPS e[am.'

µSaXUabh, WhaW¶V nice Rf \RX, bXW I WhRXghW \RX ZanWed WR²¶
SaXUabh inWeUUXSWed me. 'I ZaV an idiRW. SRUU\. I dRn¶W ZanW WR be aZa\

fURm m\ beVW fUiend. EYeU.¶
EYen WhRXgh I haWe dRing VenWi VWXff, Whe mRmenW ZaUUanWed WhaW Ze giYe

each RWheU a hXg. I embUaced him. HiV e\eV ZeUe mRiVW.
µJXVW cRme back. PleaVe' he Vaid, µdRn¶W make me beg \RX.¶

µOka\, Rka\, I Zill,¶ I Vaid.
µThiV URRm iV Win\,¶ he Vaid.
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µI knRZ.¶
µDR Whe\ haYe an\ fRRd WhRXgh? RRRm VeUYice?¶

TZR ZeekV laWeU
I Siled XS Whe VeW Rf heaY\ IPS SUeSaUaWiRn bRRkV Rn m\ VWXd\ Wable.
µWh\ dR Whe\ need SeRSle in Whe SRlice WR VWXd\ VR mXch?¶ SaXUabh Vaid

and VhRRk hiV head.
I had mRYed inWR hiV hRXVe a Zeek agR. I VZiWched Rn m\ Wable lamS.

LighW fell Rn Whe bRRkV, Zhich hRSefXll\ ZRXld be m\ RbVeVViRn fRU Whe
ne[W \eaU. SaXUabh had jXVW VhRZeUed and ZaV ZeaUing a ZhiWe kXUWa
S\jama. SaXUabh¶V SaUW-Wime maid had SUeSaUed fRRd and keSW iW Rn Whe
Wable.

µCRme, dinneU Zill geW cRld' SaXUabh Vaid.
µOne minXWe' I Vaid and RSened m\ ShRne.
µWhaW aUe \RX dRing?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µDeleWing TindeU' I Vaid.
µWhaW? Wh\?¶ SaXUabh Vaid.
µI ZanW a Ueal UelaWiRnVhiS. OU nRne aW all.¶
µYRX VXUe?¶

µYeV, I ZanW WR be in lRYe again. And fRU VRmeRne WR lRYe me.¶
µBXW hRSefXll\ WhaW VRmeRne ZRn¶W be a mXUdeUeU.¶

I lRRked aW him. He Veemed ZRUUied I ZRXld Wake Rffence. I bXUVW inWR
laXghWeU inVWead. He jRined in aV Zell. We high-fiYed aW RXU Rdd life. LRYe
Veemed elXViYe WR XV, bXW Ze had VRmeWhing elVe. We had fUiendVhiS, Zhich
in man\ Za\V iV eYen mRUe beaXWifXl Whan lRYe.

µOka\, cRme, leW'V eaW nRZ. She¶V made e[cellenW SaY bhaji. IW¶V nR gRRd
Zhen cRld.¶

***
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HERE'S ANO7HER E;CI7ING
KESHA9-SA8RABH M<S7ER<

The GiUl in RRRm 105
NA7IONAL BES7SELLER FOR 86

:EEKS
Hi, I¶m KeVhaY, and m\ life iV VcUeZed. I haWe m\ jRb and m\ giUlfUiend

lefW me. Ah, Whe beaXWifXl ZaUa. ZaUa iV fURm KaVhmiU. She iV a MXVlim. And
did I Well \RX m\ famil\ iV a biW, Zell, WUadiWiRnal? An\Za\, leaYe WhaW.

ZaUa and I bURke XS fRXU \eaUV agR. She mRYed Rn in life. I didn¶W. I
dUank eYeU\ nighW WR fRUgeW heU. I called, meVVaged, and VWalked heU Rn VRcial
media. She jXVW ignRUed me.

HRZeYeU, WhaW nighW, Rn Whe eYe Rf heU biUWhda\, ZaUa meVVaged me. She
called me RYeU, like Rld WimeV, WR heU hRVWel URRm 105.1 VhRXldn¶W haYe
gRne, bXW I did... and m\ life changed fRUeYeU.

ThiV iV nRW a lRYe VWRU\. IW iV an XnlRYe VWRU\.

FURP WKH DXWKRU RI FiYe PRiQW SRPeRQe DQG2 SWaWeV,

FRPHV D IDVW-SDFHG, IXQQ\ DQG
XQSXWGRZQDEOH WKULOOHU DERXW REVHVVLYH
ORYH DQG ILQGLQJ SXUSRVH LQ OLIH DJDLQVW WKH
EDFNGURS RI FRQWHPSRUDU\ IQGLD.
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